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In the Doha Peace Agreement between the United States and the Afghan Taliban,1 it was agreed 
that the US and its allies would withdraw all forces by May 2021. In return, the Afghan Taliban agreed 
to cut ties with other militant groups, including Al-Qaida, and to cease using the Afghan soil for 
recruiting and training of personnel, fundraising, or any terrorist activities that threaten the United 
States and its allies.2 However, neighbouring countries, especially Pakistan, have experienced a 
boost in terrorist attacks on their territory, and anti-Pakistan militant organisations have taken refuge 
and continue cross-border terrorist attacks from Afghanistan. This research paper presents an 
introductory overview to the re-emergence of the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)3 in Pakistan, after 
the withdrawal of US and other NATO forces from Afghanistan and the regain of control by the 
Afghan Taliban. Critical questions arise regarding the failure of the Afghan government to fulfil its 
commitments: Does the re-emergence of TTP signals another wave of terrorism in Pakistan and how 
the state of Pakistan should respond?   

 

Pakistan’s pro-Afghan Jihad policy 

To acknowledge the real dimensions of the TTP threat to the state of Pakistan, it is essential to 
examine the background of Pakistan’s Afghan Jihad policy in the previous decades. After the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, the social and political context changed in Pakistan, where Islamic 
and militant groups found a common purpose in the Jihadi movement, and that was the defeat of the 

 
Dr Muhammad Tahir Mahmood holds an LLB degree from the University of Punjab in Pakistan, a Master of Law (LL.M) in International 
Law from the University of Buckingham and a PhD in International Security and Intelligence from the University of Buckingham Centre for 
Security and Intelligence Studies in the United Kingdom. He also received a course certificate on “Governance and Democratic Practices 
in War-to-Peace Transitions” at the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) in Washington DC and did an internship at the United Nations 
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner in Geneva Switzerland. His research interests lie in intelligence, national security, 
terrorism, violent extremist organizations and counter-terrorism strategy. 
1 “Joint Declaration between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the United States of American for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan”, 
2 February 2020, https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/02.29.20-US-Afghanistan-Joint-Declaration.pdf. 
2 Lindsay Maizland, “US-Taliban Peace Deal: What to Know”, Council of Foreign Relations, 2 March 2020, https://www.cfr. 
org/backgrounder/us-taliban-peace-deal-agreement-afghanistan-war.  
3 “Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan”, National Counterterrorism Center, Washington DC, https://www.dni.gov/nctc/groups/ttp.html.  
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Soviet army. Some international actors, especially the US, the UK and Saudi Arabia, encouraged 
the growth of a Jihadi culture in Pakistan and promoted the militant organisations throughout the 
country. The unifying agenda of those organisations was to defeat the Soviet forces in Afghanistan. 
These state actors and other Gulf countries, supported the Afghan policy of Islamabad and supplied 
the local militant groups with weapons, resources, training and political-moral support. Thus, 
Pakistan became a fertile land for militant and Jihadi organisations and their so-called “Islamic Holy 
war” against the foreign invaders.4  

The Soviet-Afghan war ended in February 1989, in the aftermath of which the international 
community discontinued its covert cooperation with Jihadist organisations and completely changed 
its political priorities. When the Soviets left Afghanistan, the militant organisations dispersed, many 
of them moving into neighbouring Pakistan. These groups were highly trained, well-armed and 
financed, and rich in political influence due to their close connections with religious and other political 
parties. Some of these groups were fully supported and backed by the Pakistani government, as 
well as its intelligence and law enforcement agencies. According to a well-informed Pakistani 
journalist, “throughout the 1990s, one or two intelligence officers in each district of Pakistan were 
tasked with helping out members of the state-supported militant groups, if police created any problem 
for them”.5 During and after the Soviet-Afghan war, massive quantities of arms and ammunition were 
brought into Pakistan, stored away and later were used by these groups to carry out sectarian, 
ethnic, tribal and political violence.6  This became a turning point for terrorism and militancy in 
Pakistan.7 

After the withdrawal of the Soviet forces in 1989, a violent civil war erupted in Afghanistan,8 which 
turned into a power struggle, among the warlords, to capture capital Kabul. Meanwhile, a new force 
emerged in 1994 under the leadership of Mullah Mohammad Omar, that was named the Afghan 
Taliban. By late 1996, they managed to capture Kabul and gained control over great parts of Afghan 
territory. The so-called Afghan Taliban regime implemented, forcefully, the strict rules of Shariah 
laws and committed extensive violations of human rights. Although their violent actions were 
detested by the international community, three countries –Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United 

 
4 Sabir Michael, “Terrorism a Socio-Economic and Political Phenomenon with Special Reference to Pakistan”, Journal of Management 
and Social Sciences, 3:1(2007), 35-36. Muhammad T. Mahmood, “The Role of the Judicial System and the Law Enforcement Agencies 
in Combating Terrorism in Pakistan”, PhD thesis, Centre for Security and Intelligence Studies, University of Buckingham, November 
2020, 29, https://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.848566.  
5 Ahmed Khaled, discussion with the author, Washington DC, May 2007. 
6  Ibid. 
7 Mahmood, “The Role of the Judicial System”, 29-30.  
8  Hannah Baloch, “A look at Afghanistan’s 40 Years of Crisis From the Soviet War to Taliban Recapture”,  NPR, 31 August 2021, 
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/19/1028472005/afghanistan-conflict-timeline.  
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Arab Emirates– recognized the government of the Afghan Taliban as legitimate.9 Pakistan, fully 
supporting the Taliban government, provided diplomatic, logistic, and economic assistance while 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE provided substantial financial support.     

After the terrorist attacks of 9/11 in 2001, the US government and its allies launched a “War on 
Terror” in Afghanistan and turned to Islamabad for support. The Pakistani government, led by 
general Pervez Musharraf (1999 to 2008), decided to cooperate with Washington in its campaign 
against Al-Qaida, which was responsible for 9/11, and against the Taliban regime in Afghanistan 
that offered support and hosted the Al–Qaida training bases. Thus, Pakistan turned into a frontline 
state, providing crucial logistical support to the US and NATO forces, and its airbases were made 
available to the coalition forces for airstrikes against Afghanistan. General Musharraf justified his 
decision to support the West in his book In the Line of Fire: 

I also analysed our national interest. First, India had already tried to step in by offering its bases 
to the US. If we did not join the US, it would accept India’s offer. What would happen then? India 
would gain a golden opportunity regarding Kashmir [sic]. Second, the security of our strategic 
assets would be jeopardised. We did not want to lose or damage the military parity that we had 
achieved with India by becoming a nuclear weapons state.10   

In retaliation, religious terrorist organisations, such as Al-Qaida and other regional militant groups, 
such as Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan and Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, embarked on a campaign of brutal 
attacks against Pakistani forces, law enforcement personnel, civilians, infrastructure and, especially, 
foreign installations. According to the South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP), from 9/11 2001 until 2017 
Pakistan suffered more than 60.000 deaths and lost billions of dollars due to economic and 
infrastructure damages.11 The Pakistani government tried to bring the country back to normality, and 
its security and military forces have carried out multiple operations against terrorist groups, such as 
the Swat Operation in 2009,12 Operation Zarb-e-Azb in 2014,13 and Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad in 
2017,14 that eventually forced TTP and other affiliated armed groups operating in Pakistan to seek 
refuge in Afghanistan. 

TTP and the Afghan Taliban 

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan is a terrorist organisation, which was founded in 2007 in the former 
Federal Administrative Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan that are presently part of the Khyber 

 
9  Kabir Taneja, “Saudi Arabia recognised the first Taliban govt in 1996 but Gulf’s geopolitical has changed”, The Print, 29 September 
2021, https://theprint.in/opinion/saudi-arabia-recognised-the-first-taliban-govt-in-1996-but-gulfs-geopolitics-has-changed/742054/. 
10 Pervez Musharraf, In the Line of Fire: A Memoir (London: Free Press, 2006) 67. Mahmood, “The Role of the Judicial System”, 41.  
11 “Fatalities in Terrorist Violence in Pakistan 2000-2019”, South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP), http://www.satp.org/satporgtp/ 
countries/pakistan/database/casualties.htm. 
12 Declan Walsh, “Swat residents flee as army declares full-scale offensive against Taliban”, The Guardian, 8 May 2009,  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/may/08/pakistan-offensive-swat-valley.  
13 “Operation Zarb-e-Azb”, Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR), Pakistan, https://ispr.gov.pk/operation-zarbeazb-gallery.php.  
14 “Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad”, Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR), Pakistan. https://www.ispr.gov.pk/operation-radd.php.  
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Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) province.15 The primary objective of this militant organisation was to establish 
an Islamic state and to enforce the laws of Sharia in Pakistan. Many of TTP’s commanders and 
fighters had received paramilitary training in Afghanistan from Al-Qaida and the Afghan Taliban. The 
group supported the Afghan Taliban during the invasion of the US and other NATO forces in 
Afghanistan and followed their ideology and causes.  

During the presence of the western forces in Afghanistan, under the governments of Hamid Karzai 
and Ashraf Ghani, TTP continued to carry out militant activities and terrorist attacks against Pakistan, 
from Afghan soil. Pakistani officials repeatedly blamed the Afghan government for using anti-
Pakistan elements, including TTP and Indian intelligence RAW, against Pakistan and for not taking 
adequate measures against them. However, TTP did not enjoy absolute operational freedom due to 
its fear of drone strikes by the US and its allies. Indeed, Islamabad believed – erroneously, as war 
proven later – that once the western coalition forces withdrew from Afghanistan and the Afghan 
Taliban regained control of Kabul, there would be limited freedom for militant activities by TTP and 
other anti-Pakistan elements against Pakistan. However, Pakistan's expectations vanished after the 
withdrawal of foreign forces, the collapse of the Ghani government in August 2021, and the return 
to power of the Afghan Taliban in Afghanistan.  

Contrary to Islamabad’s security perceptions, the Afghan Taliban government released hundreds of 
hardcore TTP militants from prisons, including its deputy Emir Maulvi Faqir Muhammad, as a gesture 
of support for their contribution in the Afghan struggle against foreign forces.16 Thus, now, TTP 
enjoys complete freedom regarding its activities, recruitment, training and movement under the 
umbrella of the Afghan Taliban government, and is currently undertaking a large number of attacks 
against the security forces in Pakistan. According to a think-tank report, between June and July 
2022, 53 security forces personnel lost their lives as a result of violent TTP attacks in Pakistan. 
Notably, the present Afghan Taliban government considers the TTP as a Pakistani problem and 
claims that it has nothing to do with the present situation. Furthermore, it advises Islamabad to 
resolve its security problems through negotiations with TTP and offered to act as mediators between 
the two parties.17  

Following the withdrawal of the US and NATO forces from Afghanistan in August 2021, the 
subsequent collapse of president Ashraf Ghani’s government and the fall of Kabul, the Afghan 

 
15 “Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan”, Centre for International Security and Cooperation, Stanford University, https://cisac.fsi. 
stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/tehrik-i-taliban-pakistan.  
16 “Taliban releases TTP’s Maulvi Faqir Mohammad, other terrorists from Afghan prisons”, ANI News Agency, 18 August 2021,  
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/taliban-releases-ttps-maulvi-faqir-mohammad-other-terrorists-from-afghan-
prisons20210818193755/.  
17 Asfandyar Mir, “Five things to watch in the Islamabad Pakistani Taliban talks”, United States Institute of Peace (USIP), 21 June 2022, 
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/06/five-things-watch-islamabad-pakistani-taliban-talks. 
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Taliban declared “victory”.18 The so-called defeat of western forces gave an ideological boost to 
militant organisations around the globe, and served as a model for extremist organisations, which 
considered that they can achieve their objectives with militancy and terrorism. Including non-Afghan 
armed groups based in Pakistan, such as Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Lashker-e-Jhangvi (LeJ), 
Jaish-e-Muhammad, (JeM), Lashker-e-Islam (LeI), Mohajideen-e-Albadr (MeA), Punjabi Taliban, 
and groups of Kashmir-centric militant organisations, which have been fighting, for years, against 
western forces under the command of the Afghan Taliban. Therefore, under the present security 
circumstances, these militant organisations are offered a golden opportunity to use Afghan soil as a 
safe-haven to reorganize their forces, recruit new members, increase their capability of militancy, 
and plan and conduct extremist activities in Pakistan.   

Besides the indigenous and Pakistani militant groups, regional terrorist organisations, such as the 
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), the Chinese East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), and 
the Tajikistani Jundullah are also active in Afghanistan. Furthermore, global militant organisations, 
including Al-Qaida and the Islamic State-Khorasan Province (ISKP), feel more secure in today’s 
Afghanistan without any fear of sudden drone strikes by the US and its allies. These terrorist 
organisations have freedom of movement, training, and recruitment, and have armed their fighters 
with modern weapons, which the US and other forces abandoned in Afghanistan.19 Therefore, the 
armed groups in Afghanistan are expanding their geographical foothold, increasing their numbers 
and the capacity of their militant operations. Today, the TTP and the Islamic State-Khorasan 
Province (ISKP) are the largest, strongest and most active armed groups in Afghanistan.20 However, 
the spokesperson of the Afghan Taliban government in Kabul told the Voice of America that 
“whoever, is present in Afghanistan, they are not allowed to carry out any such activities because 
they have assured us, they would not threaten another country. And if they do so, these people are 
committing treason against Afghanistan first. They must be hunted, arrested, and punished”.21 

Threat to the region and negotiations 

Since the takeover by the Afghan Taliban in August 2021, the regional terrorist organisations, such 
as TTP and IS-K, have re-emerged as a severe threat to neighboring countries. Using Afghanistan’s 
territory as a safe-haven, these groups organise and carry out terrorist attacks across the region and 
beyond, but the most affected country by these attacks is Pakistan. According to independent 

 
18 Sheena McKenzie, “Taliban declare victory from Kabul airport tarmac US withdrawal”, CNN, 31 August 2021, https://edition. 
cnn.com/2021/08/31/asia/taliban-control-kabul-airport-intl/index.html.  
19 Jack Detsch, “The US left billions worth of weapons in Afghanistan”, Foreign Policy, 28 April 28, 2022 https://foreignpolicy. 
com/2022/04/28/the-u-s-left-billions-worth-of-weapons-in-afghanistan/.  
20  “UN report highlights Afghanistan-based TTP threat to Pakistan”, The Express Tribune, 28 May 2022, https://tribune.com.pk 
/story/2358790/un-report-highlights-afghanistan-based-ttp-threat-to-pakistan. 
21 Ayaz Gul, “Pakistan: Growing militant attacks linked to Taliban takeover of Afghanistan”, VOA, 20 October 2022, 
https://www.voanews.com/a/pakistan-growing-militant-attacks-linked-to-taliban-takeover-of-afghanistan-/6798440.html. 
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sources, in the first nine months of 2022, more than 450 people, including security forces personnel, 
have been killed in TTP attacks; however, official sources confirmed that 350 security forces and 
other law enforcement personnel have been killed and 280 others were injured in hundreds of TTP 
attacks by September 2022.22 According to the Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies, an Islamabad-
based think tank, the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan is an “ideological and operational” partner of the 
Afghan Taliban and, since their takeover of Kabul, TTP attacks have increased by 51%. Furthermore, 
the report continues, “the Afghan Taliban avoid decisive action against TTP probably as a strategy 
to extract concessions from Pakistan in bilateral affairs”.23 

It is evident that the present Afghan regime considers TTP as an asset that can be utilised to apply 
pressure to Pakistan in pursuit of their vested interests. However, according to TTP’s point of view, 
the Afghan Taliban is repaying an older debt, since TTP provided protection, shelter, and hideouts 
to the Afghan Taliban’s leaders and fighters, for almost two decades during the US and NATO forces’ 
invasion of Afghanistan, fighting against these forces and sacrificing hundreds of TTP fighters. 
Furthermore, they have declared their allegiance to the Afghan Taliban “Emir” (supreme leader), at 
present Emir Mullah Haibatullah Akhunzada.24  

After the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, Pakistan supported several political and religious 
Afghan groups, in an afford to promote the Jihadi culture in Afghanistan and defeat the Soviet forces 
with the help of its Western allies and Saudi Arabia. However, after the withdrawal of the Soviet 
troops in 1989 and a five-year-long power struggle in Afghanistan, among warlords and stake holders 
between 1989 and 1994, Pakistan’s support shifted to a newly emerged religious armed group, the 
Afghan Taliban. 

Thereafter, Pakistan had held a long-standing relationship with the Afghan Taliban and Islamabad’s 
policy towards Afghanistan was based on supporting this new group. Although Pakistan’s policy 
towards the Afghan Taliban had to change in the aftermath of 11 September 2001, behind the curtain 
Islamabad still had sympathies with the Afghan Taliban and provided their leadership with protection 
and intelligence support. Indeed, Pakistan considered and used the Afghan Taliban as an asset 
against Indian influence and anti-Pakistan elements in Afghanistan. Therefore, the Pakistani 
government believed that the withdrawal of foreign forces and the control of Kabul by the Afghan 
Taliban, would make its western borders safer from terrorist strikes and would contain terrorist action 
by organisations such as TTP and other armed groups stationed in Afghanistan.  

 
22  Gul, “Pakistan: Growing militant attacks”. 
23 Ahmad Ali, “Fallout of Afghan situation and Pakistan’s policy responses”, Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS), 29 September 
2022, https://www.pakpips.com/article/7039#_ftn9.  
24 Thomas Joscelyn,  “Pakistani Taliban’s emir renews allegiance to Afghan Taliban”, FDD’s Long War Journal, 19 August 2021, 
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/08/pakistani-talibans-emir-renews-allegiance-to-afghan-taliban.php. 
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However, at present Pakistan is unable to achieve its objectives and expectations towards the 
Afghan Taliban, since the Afghan regime, for political reasons, is reluctant to take effective action 
against TTP and their affiliated groups, and to distance itself from its Pakistani counterparts. 
Furthermore, it is encouraging the Pakistani government to negotiate with TTP and consider the 
concerns of the latter. 25  When the Afghan Taliban took over Kabul, cross-border terrorism 
extensively surged.26 According to a report published by Dawn News, in the period of one year, from 
15 August 2021 to 14 August 2022, 250 terrorist attacks took place in Pakistan, where 433 people 
were killed and 719 others were injured.27 Moreover, Pakistan witnessed a 60% increase in terrorist 
incidents in 2022, compared to 2021, and in the last three months of 2022, 132 terrorist attacks were 
reported, with 50 in November 2022 alone.28 However, according to another independent source, 
from January to December 2022, the total number of TTP-claimed attacks in the KPK province was 
920, with IS-K claiming 31. In these attacks, 207 militants were killed as well as 86 armed forces 
personnel, 109 police officers and 229 civilians.29   

Meanwhile, the Afghan government asked Islamabad to negotiate with TTP to settle various security 
issues.30 Pakistan has held several rounds of talks with the TPP, with the mediation of the Afghan 
Taliban in Afghanistan, and eventually Islamabad agreed to release TTP prisoners while TTP 
accepted a ceasefire to ensure that the negotiations would continue. As a gesture of good will, 
Islamabad released around 90 militants but TTP blamed it for not honouring the agreement to 
release 102 of its members in prison.31 Pakistan also refused to accept TTP demands for restoring 
the status of the former Federal Administered Tribal Areas, including the implementation of Shariah 
laws and the withdrawal of Pakistani security forces from the tribal areas.32 Moreover, the political 
parties of the opposition, civil society, and the people of North and South Waziristan (former areas 
of FATA) and Swat valley, categorically opposed any talks and an amnesty to the imprisoned 

 
25 “Pakistan hopes ‘Taliban won’t allow TTP to operate in Afghanistan’”, Tribune News, 26 June 2021, https://tribune.com. 
pk/story/2307439/pakistan-hopes-taliban-wont-allow-ttp-to-operate-in-afghanistan. 
26 According to a study conducted by an Islamabad-based think-tank, the rise in militant attacks in Pakistan coincided with the Afghan 
Taliban’s May 2021 offensive. It reached a high point that August when Kabul fell. The study recorded 45 attacks during those months: 
“2021: Pakistan saw 56% rise in militant attacks”, Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies, 1 January 2022, 
https://twitter.com/PICSSIsb/status/1477362803396722689.  
27 Iftikhar A. Khan, “Terror attacks in Pakistan surge by 51% after Afghan Taliban victory”, Dawn News, 20 October 2022,  
https://www.dawn.com/news/print/1715927. 
28 Shahzeb Khanzada, “Aaj Shahzeb Khanzada Kay Saath”, Geo News, 28 November 2022, https://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=-
vwgVjq8iM0&t=25s. 
29 Azaz Syed, “Who is responsible for rising wave of terrorism in KPK, Pakistan”, Talk Shock Media, 19 Dec 2022, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7SKJMttaD8. 
30 Fawad Chaudhary, “Afghan government urged Pakistan to negotiate with TTP”, Dawn Newspaper, 9 November 2021. 
31 Ismail Khan, “TTP declare end to ceasefire”, Dawn News, 10 December 2021, https://www.dawn.com/news/1662934. 
32 “Pakistan’s hard policy choices in Afghanistan”, Asia Report No. 320, 4 February 2022, International Crisis Group, 
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/pakistan/pakistans-hard-policy-choices-afghanistan. 
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militants of TTP and their affiliated armed groups, and organised massive rallies in Swat33 and in 
South Waziristan’s Wana against the Pakistani government.34  

On 28 November 2022, the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) announced that the ceasefire with the 
government of Pakistan ended and issued a statement advising its armed groups that the “military 
operations are ongoing against mujahideen in different areas, so it is imperative for you to carry out 
attacks wherever you can in the entire country”.35   

Pakistan’s counter-terrorism strategy 

Since the Afghan Taliban regained control of Kabul, Pakistan adopted a flexible and defensive 
security policy against TTP and relied on the Afghan Taliban to neutralize the anti-Pakistan militant 
elements operating from Afghanistan. However, this policy has not succeeded in achieving its 
objectives so far. Therefore, Islamabad needs to adopt a drastic shift in its security policy to deter 
the TTP threat more effectively. It must be noted that, on 28 May 2014, president Barak Obama 
announced a policy shift in US counter-terrorism strategy, explaining that the US would be “working 
more effectively where terrorist networks seek a foothold”.36   

Pakistan's intelligence agency, Inter-Service Intelligence (ISI), played an influential role in the Soviet-
Afghan war (1979-1988) and the post-9/11 “War on Terror” in Afghanistan. Furthermore, its powerful 
military establishment launched several operations against militant organisations acting on its own 
soil. The Pakistani armed forces claimed that Operation Zarb-e-Azab was the most successful and 
succeeded in reducing the violence in the country.37 However, in the last several years, especially 
since 2017, Pakistan's military establishment and its intelligence agency ISI have diverted their focus 
from internal and external threats to internal politics. Islamabad has been unsuccessful in its effort 
to implement its security objectives against terrorism and armed groups, creating the opportunity for 
TTP and its affiliated groups to re-emerge, that presents a severe threat to the security, stability and 
economy of Pakistan.  

Even though numerous attacks on Pakistani forces and civilians in border areas were carried out by 
TTP, Islamic State–Khorasan (IS-K) and Afghan forces are also perpetrators. On 11 December 
2022, Afghan security forces were attacked with heavy weapons at the Chaman crossing, in a border 

 
33 Tahir Khan, “As Swat residents protest return of Pakistani Taliban, politicians squabble”, Scroll.in, 15 October 2022,  
https://scroll.in/article/1035025/as-swat-residents-protest-return-of-pakistani-taliban-politicians-squabble. 
34 Dilawar Wazir, “Thousands take to the streets in South Waziristan’s Wana against rising terrorism”, Dawn Newspaper, 6 January 
2023, https://www.dawn.com/news/1730237.  
35  Abid Hussain, |Pakistan Taliban ends ceasefire with gov’t, threatens new attacks”, Al Jazeera News, 28 November 2022,  
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/28/pakistan-taliban-ends-ceasefire-with-govt-threatens-new-attacks. 
36  Mark Vinson, “An Israeli approach to deterring terrorism”, PRISM 5, No. 3. https://cco.ndu.edu/portals/96/ documents/prism/prism_5-
3/an_israeli_approach_to_deterring_terrorism.pdf. 
37  Abdul Basit, “Pakistan’s counterterrorism Operation: Myth vs. reality”, The Diplomat, 27 June 2016, https://thediplomat. 
com/2016/06/pakistans-counterterrorism-operation-myth-vs-reality/. 
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dispute regarding Pakistan’s Baluchistan province and Afghanistan’s Kandahar province; eight 
Pakistani civilians were killed and 17 were injured.38 Some sources claimed that TTP fighters were 
involved with the Afghan security forces during this attack. The Pakistani prime minister’s response 
was tactful and diplomatic: “Unprovoked shelling and fire by Afghan border forces at Chaman, 
resulting in martyrdom of several Pakistani citizens and injuring more than a dozen is unfortunate 
and deserves the strongest condemnation. The Afghan interim government should ensure that such 
incidents are not repeated”. 39  But the Afghan security forces, TTP and other militant groups 
perceived Islamabad’s diplomatic approach and its willingness for a dialogue as a weakness for the 
state of Pakistan.  

Therefore, from a strategic point of view, Pakistan needs to adopt an offensive rather than a 
defensive policy with zero tolerance against terrorism and terrorist organizations. Pakistan’s armed 
forces and other law enforcement agencies must enhance their security capabilities with modern 
technology, high-tech drones, and intelligence-sharing systems. By acquiring these technologies, 
Pakistan could chase militants inside Afghanistan and effectively target their hideouts. However, it 
cannot defeat invaders with traditional military capabilities. Pre-emptive attacks and the use of force 
against hard-core armed groups with well-equipped and well-trained military forces would present 
effective options to combat terrorism.  

Conclusion 

Since the Afghan Taliban came into power, terrorism has grown in Pakistan and data show that the 
number of terrorist attacks and violent incidents has increased after the withdrawal of foreign forces 
in August 2021. Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan and its affiliated militant groups are re-organizing and re-
emerging, posing today a severe threat to Pakistan’s security and stability. Despite the pro-Afghan 
Taliban policy of Islamabad, Pakistan has failed to achieve its security objectives, while its perception 
of the Afghan Taliban as a partner in fostering cross-border stability has severely shattered. 

Pakistan needs to reconsider its security policy against terrorism and militant organisations, since 
its peace dialogue with TTP and other armed groups had a negative impact on its counter-terrorism 
strategy. For that reason, negotiations with terrorist groups should be abandoned and an offensive, 
rather than defensive, security policy should be adopted. Moreover, Pakistan needs to enhance its 
counter-terrorism capabilities with the latest and most advanced military technology, sophisticated 
drone technology, and an effective intelligence-sharing system. Subsequently, Pakistan could target 
militants inside the country and across the border; the effective use of force against terrorist 

 
38 Gul Yousafzai and Asif Shahzad, “Eight Pakistani, one Afghan soldier killed in cross-border clash”, Reuters, 12 December 2022, 
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/six-killed-firing-by-afghan-forces-pakistan-border-pakistan-army-2022-12-11/. 
39 Shahbaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan, 12 December 2022, https://twitter.com/CMShehbaz/status/ 1602164089756721153. 
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organisations, such as TTP, IS-K and other affiliated groups, is a workable option. However, it is 
impossible without safeguarding the country's political and economic stability. Furthermore, all 
stakeholders, including the civil government, political parties, the military establishment, and the 
intelligence and law enforcement agencies, should be on the same page and work together in line 
with a coordinated agenda: to prohibit, at any cost, the re-emergence or re-organisation of any 
terrorist organisation in Pakistan.     
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