
 

 

Royal Charter 40
th Anniversary ('RC40') Research Scholarships 

for PhD and Master's by Research 

 

Further Particulars 
 

To support the research of outstanding scholars at the start of their careers, the University is 

making available a number of Royal Charter 40
th Anniversary Research Scholarships (RC40) 

which will be awarded annually on the basis of an open competition. These RC40 Scholarships 

are open to scholars in all subjects and disciplines in which the University offers graduate 

supervision.  

Each of the University’s Faculties will administer the scheme with respect to candidates in their 

research areas. Details of the application process are below. 

 

Value of the Awards for Home Students 

For successful Home Student candidates, scholarship-holders will have the entirety of their fees 

paid by the University for the duration of their studies.  

 

Value of the Awards for International Students 

For successful International applicants (i.e. non-UK nationals), the RC40 Scholarship takes the 

form of a remission of at least half the usual International fee. International Scholarship-holders 

will be charged only the difference between the UK and the International fee rate, with the 

remainder of their fees being paid by the University for the duration of their studies. In almost 

all cases this will be less than half of the International fee (please consult the 'Fees & 

Scholarships' section of the relevant course information page on the University website for the 

most recent fee information).  

 

Eligibility Criteria for applicants for PhD studies 

Candidates for PhD study should normally hold a Distinction in their Master's-level studies, 

whether this is a Master’s degree by research or by coursework. 

 

Eligibility Criteria for applicants for Master’s studies by research 

Candidates for the RC40 Scholarships who are applying for a Master's degree by Research 

should normally hold a first-class degree or its equivalent in a discipline relevant to their 

proposed field of study. 

 



Application Process 

Applications for the Master’s or PhD degree should be made in the usual way via the University’s 

online admissions process. In the ‘Funding’ section of the online application, they should select 

the option to apply for the RC40 Scholarship’. 

 

In addition to the usual documentation required for graduate applications, applicants for the 

RC40 Scholarships must also add: 

(a)  a detailed curriculum vitae (or resumé) listing their education, any research- or work-

experience, and any specialist skills (including languages and IT skills) that they have 

acquired to date;  

(b)  a brief statement (no more than 200 words) indicating their capacity to contribute to the 

wider academic life of the department or institute of which they will be attached. 

 

Period of tenure of the RC40 Scholarships 

The RC40 Scholarships will cover the full period for which the University requires registration 

for the scholarship-holder’s degree (usually one year for Master’s degrees and three years for 

PhDs). 

 

If scholarship-holders fail to submit their dissertations within the period of registration for the 

relevant award, they will be expected to pay the University’s usual continuation fees (currently 

£350 per term) for any further period of study that may be required. 

 

Conditions for the Award for all RC40 Scholarship-Holders 

To ensure that scholarship-holders are fully involved in the research life of the University, they 

may be expected to undertake a limited amount of ‘work experience’ in the University 

departments or institutes to which they are attached. This will be no more than seven hours, 

including preparation time, per week for the 40 weeks of the year during which the University 

is in session. Forms of work experience which scholarship-holders may be requested to 

undertake include: 

a) attendance at the University's research seminars; 

b) providing no more than four one-hour tutorials per week to undergraduate students in 

the areas where the scholarship-holder has expertise; 

c) assisting in publicizing the University’s activities; 

d) assisting with research projects within the scholarship-holder’s department or institute, 

where these fall within the scholarship-holder’s area of competence. 

No scholarship-holder will be expected to undertake any activity for which they are unqualified 

or unsuited. Each scholarship-holder will be assigned a mentor from among the University’s 

academic staff who will be  responsible for the student's 'in kind' activities. This mentor may or 

may not be the same as their academic supervisor. 

 



Status 

In this and in all other circumstances, the scholarship-holder’s status will be that of a student of 

the University rather than an employee. The scholarship-holder will contribute their time under 

a contract for education rather than employment. In the event of any problems or complaints 

arising in relation to their 'in kind' workexperience, these will be directed by the scholarship-

holder to their Dean of School in the first instance.  

 

Continuation and the Possibility of Termination 

Where there is a failure on the part of the scholarship-holder to make satisfactory progress or 

another serious breach of the terms on which the scholarship is held, this will be reported to 

the University Research Committee (URC), which, after suitable consultation with the parties 

involved, may terminate the scholarship with notice of one full term or ten weeks (whichever 

is the greater). The student shall retain the right to continue their programme of study on 

payment in full of the relevant tuition fees.  

 

Scholarship-holders may also resign their awards and continue their studies as a full-fee-paying 

student, provided ten weeks' or one full academic term's notice is given to the University 

Research Committee. 

 

Deadlines 

The deadlines for submission of applications for the RC40 Scholarships in 2023 are 

27th February for studies starting in April 2023 

5 June for studies starting in July 2023 

21 August for studies starting in September 2023 

4 December for studies starting in January 2024 

 

 

 

December 2022 

 

 


