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General Provisions   

1 Purpose  
The purpose of this policy is to mitigate the detrimental effects students might experience while 

continuing and completing their studies during the extraordinary circumstances surrounding the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

This document must be read in conjunction with the MB ChB Policy for Remote proctoring, the 

Remote Learning and engagement policy, the leave and absence policy and the UBMS Code of 

Practice for Assessment.   

2 Scope   
This policy applies in periods of unexpected exceptional circumstances and is only applicable when 

the Medical School is conducting Phase 1 examinations during periods of online learning where the 

students are not required to attend the University or Clinical Placement for teaching.  This policy 

applies to all Phase 1 students on the University of Buckingham MB ChB course who started their 

course in 2019 and 2020.    

 

3 Definitions   
In these rules and regulations, the terms below have the following meanings:   

In this document, like other documents from the Medical School, the terminology of the General 

Medical Council (GMC) ‘Standards for Medical Education’ applies.    

The use of the word ‘must’ means that an activity is obligatory and will be monitored.  The use of the 

word ‘should’ means that the activity will normally comply with the guidance, but there is discretion 

as to how that is achieved.  The use of the word ‘may’ indicates that an activity can take place if 

appropriate.  

Remote Learning:  A method of studying in which lectures are broadcast or conducted by 

correspondence, without the student needing to attend the traditional learning 

or clinical environment.  Also called Online Learning  

 “Examination”:   the mechanism used to establish whether the student meets all the required 

proficiency in a subject or skill as defined in The University of Buckingham  

Medical School Code of Practice for Assessment   

Remote Assessment: A method of assessment in which examinations are undertaken by a candidate 

online, without the student needing to attend the traditional assessment 

environment.    

Learning Event:  A session of structured learning such as classes, subjects, courses, and training 

programs.  

4 Policy   
The University of Buckingham Medical School (UBMS) recognises that the COVID-19 pandemic and 

associated global lockdown measures may have impacted students in a number of different ways.    
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The ‘No Detriment’ policy allows the Medical School, when unexpected exceptional circumstances 

arise, to apply special measures to the delivery of teaching and normal assessment processes in order 

to minimise the potential negative impact of circumstances on programme outcomes, whilst 

continuing to meet the requirements of the Professional Regulatory Body, the General Medical 

Council (GMC).    

  

4.1 Delivery of Curriculum   
In line with the MB ChB General Regulations, the Medical School stipulates that all students must 

meet the standards and learning outcomes defined by the General Medical Council in ‘Outcomes for 

Graduates 2018’ in order to successfully graduate.    

During periods when the delivery of teaching sessions on campus have been suspended due to 

COVID-19 related restrictions, the Medical School must provide online learning to ensure that the 

students are still able to achieve the same learning outcomes by the end of the MB ChB course.    

Recorded teaching sessions must be made available online to all students, where possible, to ensure 

that students who are unable to attend teaching due to geographical location, shielding or other 

personal circumstances can access the teaching material.  

Students must demonstrate engagement with the course material and are required to ‘virtually’ 

attend all the teaching that is scheduled through the online educational platforms, including group 

work, workshops and sessions as required.  Poor engagement with online Learning Events, for any 

reason, will not be considered as mitigation for poor performance in subsequent assessments or be 

considered under this policy.  

4.2 Assessment and progression.   
As a professionally regulated programme, the MB ChB requires a robust and reliable assessment 

scheme with defined progression points.    

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic the Medical School will permit students to undertake online 

assessments remotely to ensure that students can progress in their studies, as appropriate.  Remote 

assessments should be scheduled using local UK times.    

Whilst the Medical School should ensure that the majority of students are siting assessments within 

defined reasonable hours, 06.00 – 20.00 in line with the National Health Services social hours, there 

may be occasions where a limited number of students are required to undertake assessments 

outside of these times due to their geographical location.  

Nevertheless, students must undertake each of the scheduled assessments unless they have medical 

evidence to support they are not fit to sit the assessment (UBMS Leave and Absence Policy).  

 4.2.1  Progression   

A MB ChB student must successfully pass a series of progression points :  

1. Progression from year one to year two  

2. Progression from year two to the Junior Rotation of full-time clinical study.  

3. Progression from the Junior Rotation of full-time clinical study to the Senior Rotation of 

fulltime clinical study.  
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4. Progression from the Senior Rotation of full-time clinical study to the period of Preparation 

for Professional Practice.  

5. Progression from the period of Preparation for Professional Practice to graduation.  

Assessment components at progression points  

Progression at each point must be determined by performance in a set of component assessments 

defined for the progression points outlined above.  

Given the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on learning and assessment, particularly of practical 

procedures defined by the GMC (Practical Skills and procedures, 2019), the Medical School has 

amended the core components assessed at the points of progression in Phase I.  

In the first year, for the assessment of the core course, defined in the UBMS Code of Practice for 

Assessment, there must be:  

• One two-hour ‘End of Term Assessment’ after term two – ETA1/2  

• One ‘End of Term Assessment’ consisting of two, two-hour written papers after term three – 

ETA3  

In order to progress automatically to the second year a student must obtain a satisfactory grade in 

each of these components.  

The Board of Examiners may, at its discretion, permit a student to progress with no more than one 

‘borderline’ grade.  

  

In the second year, for the assessment of the core course there must be:  

• One two-hour ‘End of Term Assessment’ after term five – ETA4/5  

• One ‘End of Term Assessment’ consisting of two, two-hour written papers after term six – 

ETA6  

In order to progress automatically to the third year a student must obtain a satisfactory grade in each 

of these components.  

The Board of Examiners may, at its discretion, permit a student to progress with no more than one 

‘borderline’ grade.  

Irrespective of performance in the core course, a student must also obtain a satisfactory grade in the 

assessments of, the ‘Narrative Medicine’ course either at first sit or re-sit.  

  

Whilst the Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) has been removed as a formal 

assessment, practical skills must be assessed formatively during the academic year.  

  

Progression at progression points must be determined solely by the grades achieved by a student.  In 

lines with the Code of Practice for Assessment, the rules for progression must be conjunctive, based 

on grades.  There must be no or minimal compensation between, or condonement of, assessment 

components.  All parts of the course that have been failed must be redeemed through the student 

resitting the examination.  All resits must be taken at the next opportunity, this will be the Qualifying 

examination, and otherwise the next attempt will normally take place in the following academic 

session.    

  

https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/practical-skills-and-procedures-a4_pdf-78058950.pdf
https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/practical-skills-and-procedures-a4_pdf-78058950.pdf
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 4.2.2  Awards for excellence in Phase 1 assessments  

The Medical School must ensure excellent performance in assessment is still recognised.  No student 

should be disadvantaged in the award of excellence as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.   

In line with the Code of Practice for Assessment, the Board of Examiners may change the threshold 

for excellence at their discretion. Any student who has taken a qualifying examination, unless as a 

‘first sit’, must not be awarded the overall grade of excellent.    

Where an OSCE is removed from the core Phase I assessments, as defined in the Code of Practice for 

assessment, the award of merit and distinction should be made on the single OSCE undertaken 

during Phase I.    

 4.2.3  Awards of honours   

No student should be disadvantaged in the classification of degree due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

As detailed in the Code of Practice for Assessment, the award of honours is determined by a points 

based process which takes into consideration the awards of merit and distinction during the entire 

course.    

Where a non-core component of the course has been removed, due to exceptional circumstances, 

the Board of Examiners must alter the threshold for the awards of honours to reflect the omission.    

As the thresholds for the awards of merits and distinctions in Phase I will have been considered prior 

to the awards of honours no further amendments should be made; however in line with the Code of 

Practice for Assessment, the Board of Examiners retains the ability to vary the threshold above which 

the degrees of MB ChB will be awarded with honours  

4.3 Mitigating Circumstances.  
The Medical School has provided guidance to Mitigating Circumstances Committee to take any 

potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic into account when making their decisions. This includes, 

but is not limited to:  

  

• Diagnosis of COVID-19.  

• Instructions to self-isolate to prevent the spread of COVID-19, including as a result of living 

on shared accommodation.  

• Travel restrictions, as a result of UK or any other government advice in the country in which 

students are currently resident.  

• Undertaking caring responsibilities such as siblings, relatives with illness, or other caring 

commitments;   

• Timing of the remote assessment for students in particular time zones falling outside the 

College defined reasonable hours 06.00 – 21.00.  

• Disturbances of internet connections and technical issues such as failure of devices.  

  

Additionally, while this policy is applicable, the Mitigating Circumstances Panel may, upon 

consideration of the supporting evidence supplied, exceptionally, allow a student to undertake a 

Qualifying examination as a ‘first sit’ if a student has demonstrated insurmountable mitigating 

circumstances.  
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Where a student sitting the Qualifying examination as a first sit fails to achieve the required grades to 

progress they must given the opportunity to resit at the next opportunity, which will normally take 

place in the following academic session.    

4.4 Educational Performance Measure (EPM)  
The EPM is a measure of clinical and non-clinical skills, knowledge and performance up to the point of 

application to Foundation Training in the UK.  In the middle of the fourth year of the course every 

student will be allocated a decile score solely for the purposes of application to Foundation Training 

in the UK or equivalent postgraduate training overseas.    

The calculation of EPM deciles, outlined in the Code of Practice for Assessment, are currently 

calculated as follows  

• The total number of questions or stations across all first attempt assessments in Phase 1 of 

the, core and non-core, curriculum where the mark obtained in that question exceeded the 

pass mark set by the standard setting techniques.   

• The total mark obtained in the written component of the Intermediate Professional 

Examination at first attempt.   

• The total mark obtained in the OSCE component of the Intermediate Professional 

Examination at first attempt.  

• For each student a weighted overall z-score is calculated allocating a 50% weight to the 

Phase 1 score and 25% weighted to each of the Intermediate Professional examination 

scores.  

• Students are ranked by their weighted z-scores, and divided into deciles.   Each decile is 

allocated a score according to national rules and the outcome published to students.  

  

In order to reflect the changes in learning and assessment during this period the Medical school will 

modify the way in which students are allocated a decile score for the purposes of application to 

Foundation Training in the UK or equivalent postgraduate training overseas.  The core Phase I 

assessment components completed remotely online during the COVID pandemic, the OSCE 

component at ETA3 and ETA6 for 2020 and the non-core Student selected assessment, where 

appropriate, will be removed as a constituent of any calculations of educational performance.    
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