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Summary of Programme

The MA/PG Cert in Transnational Organised Crime is aimed at the next generation of Police Leaders, including officers, 
detectives and analysts, as well as independent researchers looking for accreditation, retired professionals looking for 
stimulation and those looking to gain a qualification that would enable them to work within law enforcement.

It will provide the industry with an internationally recognisable professional qualification, while becoming a nexus for 
innovative and practically useful thinking. The lengthy dissertation (for those proceeding on from the PG Cert to the full 
MA) gives students an opportunity to delve deeper into a topic that has professional relevance to them, or equally into an 
area in which they have a personal interest. 

The first two modules (Transnational Organised Crime Threats; and Policing Organised Crime) will provide a detailed 
overview of the threat posed from organised crime, including: Organised Crime Groups (OCGs), criminal activities, trends, 
OCG analysis, OCG evolution and policing structures, while the second two modules ( research methods and research 
design) prepare students for the dissertation element of the course.

The MA in Transnational Organised Crime will draw upon the expertise of the BUCSIS network and students will have 
supported access to relevant professional expertise. The programme will combine taught academic content with 
talks/master-classes from leading industry professionals, along with, at MA level, independent research.

Although it is expected that most graduates will focus on industry employment/ career progression, the programme is also 
suitable as a route to higher-level academic study and further, more in-depth practice-led research.

The two modules on Organised Crime and Policing combined with the research methods will make up a PG Cert 
qualification: this will be converted to the full MA on completion of the dissertation and research design modules.
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Educational Aims of the Programme

The programme draws on the disciplines of policing and criminology. A student who graduates will do so with a broad 
knowledge and perspective of Organised Crime, its operations and the methods and tactics used to counteract it and 
therefore will add considerable value within the sector they choose to enter. The programme aims to explain the key 
drivers and activities of organised crime in the context of globalisation and the many parallels between the structures and 
operations of OCGs and big businesses.

In addition, graduates of the programme will understand the basics of the law enforcement approach to analysing 
organised crime as well as a detailed knowledge of the structures in place within policing to counteract its influence. 

The programme aims to improve the students’ knowledge of the scale, scope and influence of this pernicious threat to 
National Security. In addition, students will be introduced to the main theories of OCG operation both from a law 
enforcement and a criminological perspective. In particular, students will be introduced to the works of key scholars in this 
field, such as Varese, Campana, Albanese, Hobbs and Gottschalk and encouraged to critically analyse their contributions, 
as well as being introduced to the benefits of open source research in this area.

Furthermore, students will also be introduced to the key OCGs operating at the global level and develop a detailed 
knowledge of their history, criminal activities and global impact. Students will also be introduced to research and 
investigative skills used by detectives and analysts, which will enhance their understanding of the way organised crime 
investigation is approached. The programme also aims to explore the relationship between organised crime and 
governments and the use of corruption as a method to enhance profits.

Programme Outcomes

Knowledge and Understanding

On successful completion of this programme, students 
will have demonstrated:

1. A broad understanding of Transnational organised 
crime
2. Detailed understanding of the activities key groups 
and actors are involved in and how they interrelate 
3. Detailed understanding of operational structure of the 
most significant organised crime groups 
4. Detailed knowledge of criminal activities associated 
with organised crime
5. Detailed knowledge of the local, regional, national and 
international law enforcement landscape
6. An understanding of how Organised Crime is 
measured and analysed within the UKS
7. MA Dissertation- Systematic knowledge of an 
independently-defined and researched topic of practical 
and theoretical relevance to the field

>

Teaching/Learning Strategy

1. Delivery and completion of Module 1, by means of 
seminar presentation, guest lecture, social interaction, 
guided MOODLE learning 
2. Delivery and completion of M2, by means of seminar 
presentation, guest lecture, social interaction, guided 
MOODLE learning
3. Delivery and completion of M3, by means of (as above)
4. Delivery and completion of M4 (a/a)
5-6. 1-to-1 supervision and expert guidance of Dissertation 
module (M5)

The key innovative element of the teaching strategy here is 
the clustered delivery of modules 1 and 2 which will be 
delivered in 3 specially-designed weekend sessions

>

Assessment Strategy

The MA will draw on a deliberately broad range of 
assessment types to develop knowledge and 
understanding, including:

1. Formal referenced critical essay
2. Case studies
3. Short targeted answers
4. Individual vive voce presentations
5. Police-style intelligence reports
6. Delivery and completion of Dissertation module
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Cognitive Skills

1. Critical awareness of past and current issues in 
organised crime
2. Capacity to both acquire and critique the research 
techniques and methodologies required for developing 
the knowledge and understanding outlined above
3. Independent thinking skills, informed but not dictated 
by expert opinion and research evidence

MA Dissertation
4. Development of a sustained argument deriving from 
first-hand research and sophisticated synthesis of 
secondary materials

>

Teaching/Learning Strategy

1. Q&A sessions, set reading, presentations and advice 
from leading practitioners, analysts and theorists of the 
field, critical exercises on MOODLE
2. A dedicated  module (Module 3) on research methods 
and techniques
3. Q&A sessions, set reading, presentations and advice 
from leading practitioners, analysts and theorists of the 
field, critical exercises on MOODLE

MA Dissertation
4. 1-to-1 supervision and expert guidance; formative 
written feedback on dissertation drafts

>

Assessment Strategy

The MA will draw on a deliberately broad range of 
assessment types to develop cognitive skills, including:

1. Formal referenced critical essay
2. Case studies
3. Short targeted answers
4. Individual vive voce presentations
5. Police Style Intelligence reports

MA Dissertation
6. Summative, internally and externally moderated 
assessment of completed dissertation

Practical/Transferable Skills

On successful completion of this programme, students 
will have demonstrated:

1. Ability to apply their knowledge to case studies and 
their own professional environment in original, structured 
and creative ways
2. Ability to deal with complex issues in their judgement 
and communicating their findings persuasively
3. Ability to take decisions and analyse decision-making 
in complex and unpredictable situations
4. Exercise of initiative and autonomy in directing their 
own learning to professional standards
5. Ability to communicate effectively at all times, and at 
best with flair and imagination, with experts, peers and 
non-specialist audiences

MA Dissertation
6. Ability to combine the above in a sustained project 
completed to professional or near-professional standard

>

Teaching/Learning Strategy

1. Use by academic staff and guest lecturers on M1-2 of 
paradigmatic case studies for group discussion
2. Experience on M1-2 of expert practitioners discussing 
complex issues and encouraging students to engage in 
debate and presentations
3. M1-2 seminars, social interaction and formal 
assessment require students to analyse decision-making 
in multiple scenarios
4. MOODLE materials provided for M1-4 require students 
to direct own learning
5. Variety of contexts (seminars, post-lecture Q&A and 
social interaction, presentations to assessors and peers, 
digital media) in which students required to communicate

>

Assessment Strategy

The MA will draw on a deliberately broad range of 
assessment types to develop these practical and 
transferable skills, including:

1. Formal referenced critical essay
2. Case studies
3. Short targeted answers
4. Individual vive voce presentations
5. Police style intelligence reports 

MA Dissertation
6. Experience of completing and presenting, to best 
professional standards, a formal dissertation
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External Reference Points

• Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 
(http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/quality-code-A1.aspx);
• Relevant Subject Benchmark Statement(s) (http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/quality-
code-A2.aspx); 
• Other (list):--
Master’s Degree Characteristics 2010, 2015 http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Masters-degree-
characteristics.pdf & http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Masters-Degree-Characteristics-15.pdf 
SBS Business and Management http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-business-management-15.pdf 
SBS History http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-history-14.pdf 
SBS Communication, Media, Film & Cultural Studies http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-
Communication-Media-Film-and-Cultural-Studies-16.pdf

Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the learning 
outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage 
of the learning opportunities that are provided. More detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching, 
learning and assessment methods of each course unit/module can be found in the departmental or programme 
handbook. The accuracy of the information contained in this document is reviewed annually by the University of 
Buckingham and may be checked by the Quality Assurance Agency.

Date of Production: November 2019 – December 2019; Amended May 2020; Winter 2021

Date approved by School Learning 
and Teaching Committee:

SHW 19/6/20; IQP Winter 2021

Date approved by School Board of 
Study:

NR 19/6/20; IQP Winter 2021

Date approved by University 
Learning and Teaching Committee:

Spring 2020 (interim approval process); IQP Winter 2021

Date of Annual Review: In line with the university annual monitoring review process
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Postgraduate Certificate in Transnational Organised Crime
PCTF1PTO / Full Time / January Entry

Year
One

Term 1
Winter

Policing Organised Crime 
[L7/30U] (HPFPOCR)

Term 2
Spring

Transnational Organised Crime 
Threats [L7/30U] (HPFTOCT)

Postgraduate Examination

PROGRAMME STRUCTURES
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Postgraduate Certificate in Transnational Organised Crime
PCTF1PTO / Full Time / September Entry

Year
One

Term 4
Autumn

Transnational Organised Crime 
Threats [L7/30U] (HPFTOCT)

Year
Two

Term 1
Winter

Policing Organised Crime 
[L7/30U] (HPFPOCR)

Postgraduate Examination
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MA Transnational Organised Crime
PMAF1PTO / Full Time / January Entry

Year
One

Term 1
Winter

Policing Organised Crime 
[L7/30U] (HPFPOCR)

Term 2
Spring

Transnational Organised Crime 
Threats [L7/30U] (HPFTOCT)

Term 3
Summer

Research Design and Methods 
[L7/30U] (HPFRDAM)

Term 4
Autumn

Dissertation (Transnational 
Organised Crime) [L7/90U] 
(HPFDSOC)

Postgraduate Examination
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MA Transnational Organised Crime
PMAF1PTO / Full Time / September Entry

Year
One

Term 4
Autumn

Transnational Organised Crime 
Threats [L7/30U] (HPFTOCT)

Year
Two

Term 1
Winter

Policing Organised Crime 
[L7/30U] (HPFPOCR)

Term 2
Spring

Research Design and Methods 
[L7/30U] (HPFRDAM)

Term 3
Summer

Dissertation (Transnational 
Organised Crime) [L7/90U] 
(HPFDSOC)

Postgraduate Examination
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