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Dear all, 

We are very honoured that Her Excellency, Maria Fernanda Espinosa, the President 
of the United Nations (UN), will be visiting the University on Tuesday to deliver a 
speech on ‘Multilateralism in a fast-changing world’. We will be using the occasion 
to launch the Centre for UN Studies which already has its first cohort of students 
and offers an MA ideal for anyone wishing to deepen their understanding of the UN 
as an institution and the role that it will perform in all our futures. 
 
We wanted as many of you as possible to have the opportunity to be involved in the talk 
and therefore the event will be live-streamed worldwide. The talk will begin at 10.25am on Tuesday 6 August and 
you can watch it via our Youtube channel here: https://www.youtube.com/user/UniofBuckingham There will 
be a Q & A session after the talk and you will be able to submit questions via the University Twitter or Instagram 
accounts at @UniofBuckingham. I hope you will have the opportunity to watch, and get involved.
 
We are also hugely privileged to have three of our alumni coming to speak at Buckingham before the end of this 
year. It is very exciting that, 43 years since the birth of Buckingham, many of our alumni are in the midst of stellar 
careers and happy to come and share their experiences with the current students and wider audience. We are 
very blessed to have so many who are willing to get involved, visit and come to give talks.  
 
On Thursday, 5 September we have a talk by two of our eminent alumni, The Rt Hon Brandon Lewis (Economics, 
1994), Minister of State for the Home Office, and Marc Vlessing (PEL, 1983), CEO of Pocket Living. If you are able to 
get to Buckingham for their talk it would be wonderful to see you.
 
We are also thrilled that Moky Makura (PEL, 1988) will be coming to speak at Buckingham on 20 November. She is 
visiting from South Africa where she works for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The title of her talk is "Jumping 
Trees". You will find the details on page 7.  
 
Last, but not least, we are delighted that at least two new country groups are beginning to take shape. You will 
hear more about these in upcoming e-magazines.

Wishing you all a wonderful summer,

Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A public lecture by Buckingham alumni, Marc Vlessing (Politics, Economics and Law, 1983) and The Rt Hon 
Brandon Lewis, MP (Economics, 1994). Marc has had a broad career working in the City as well as the property 
and media sectors as a CEO, Chairman, NED and consultant. Marc’s most recent venture is as Co-founder and 
CEO of Pocket Living, London’s first private developer that focuses on delivering intermediate affordable housing 
for the starter market. Brandon was first elected as a member of Parliament in 2010 by the people of Great 
Yarmouth and was promoted to Chairman of the Conservative Party in January 2018.  They will be giving a “TED 
style” talk, not to be missed! 

To purchase your ticket, please see:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

TWO ALUMNI 
RETURN TO 

BUCKINGHAM

MARC VLESSING AND THE RT 
HON BRANDON LEWIS MP

‘PUBLIC/PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIP: HOW DOES 
GOVERNMENT AND THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR PERFECT   
THE ART?’

THURSDAY 5 SEPTEMBER  
6PM FOR 6.30PM

THE VINSON BUILDING

https://www.youtube.com/user/UniofBuckingham
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/public-private-partnership-how-does-government-and-the-private-sector-perfect-the-art/
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THE CHANCELLOR'S CUP

We're delighted that after a period of absense, The Chancellor's Cup returned for 2019!

The Chancellor's Cup is a week of sporting events where the different Schools across the University 
complete against each other for one school to win the prize of the cup. This year the chosen sports are: 

tag rugby, ultimate frisbee, ladies basketball, men's basketball, volleyball and tug of war.

It has been great to see so many students getting involved in the different sporting events and large 
crowds of students and staff supporting and cheering on the players. 

The winners of this year's Chancellor's Cup were Humanities and Foundation, with Business coming in 
second place. Well done to all who took part, we look forward to next year's competition!
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https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/london/military-and-modern-war-studies/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/institute-of-sports-humanities
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ALUMNI NEWS
Gaynor Wood (LLB, 1993), Barrister and General 

Counsel at CLS Group, has been appointed Master of 
the Bench at Gray's Inn. Gaynor was called to the Bar of 

England and Wales in 1994 and, prior to joining CLS in 2013, 
held positions within the legal departments of a number of 

major investment banks in London. 

Many congratulations on this significant achievement. 

In July, Professor Julian Richards (Director 
of BUCSIS and Professor of Politics), visited 

Nairobi, Kenya as a Visiting Lecturer for 
two weeks at Strathmore University. 

Whilst in the country, he met around 20 alumni 
for drinks, all arranged by alumna Wambui 

Mwagiru (LLB, 1989).

We're glad that Professor Richards was met with 
such a warm reception. He thoroughly enjoyed 

meeting with the alumni.

Philip Nnannah (LLB, 1995) met with fellow 
Buckingham alumnus, Gasan Gasanguseynov 

(Business Economics, 2006) in Moscow, Russia 
whilst he was visiting the country in June.

We're glad Philip and Gasan were able to meet. We're 
always happy to try to connect our alumni, so please 

do get in touch if you're planning a trip and we can 
assist you in any way.

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing 
of Sir Kenneth Warren (MA Military History, 2012). Sir 
Kenneth was a Conservative MP and huge supporter 
of our former Chancellor, Margaret Thatcher, during 

his career.

Sir Kenneth passed away on 29 June 2019, aged 92 years. 
Our thoughts are with his family and friends at this time.

Huge congratulations to Emir Ganic (Business 
Administration, 2007) who married Envera Lugušića 

in June.

We wish the happy couple all the best for the future.

Dr Harin Sellahewa (DPhil Computing, 2006) (interim 
Dean of Computing) appeared on the local BBC News 

on 29 July. 

Harin spoke of what the future holds for robots and how the 
University of Buckingham is working towards getting more 

women to study computing.

Ronel Lehmann (Business Studies, 
1986) met Theresa May (Member of 

Parliament for Maidenhead and Former 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom) 

at a recent event. 

To the left is a photograph of their meeting, 
to which Ronel has suggested the caption: 

'never can say goodbye'!
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Do you recognise yourself in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the E-Magazine, please let 
Lucy know on the email address above.

LAST MONTH...
We've had lots of responses 
to last month's photograph.  

 
The photograph was taken in 
2001 and the people in the 

photo have been identified as 
(left to right): Max von Funck 
(Business Economics 2003, 

MBA 2005), Dominik Steffani 
(Business Studies 2002, 

Service Management 2003), 
Felix vom Berge (Business 

Studies 2003) and Max von 
Below (Business Studies 2001, 
Service Management 2002).
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AUGUST

6 August - Inaugural lecture of the 
Centre for United Nations Studies, a 

talk by President of the United Nations 
General Assembly, Her Excellency Maria 

Fernanda Espinosa. 10.25am, you can 
watch the live stream of the event here: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/
UniofBuckingham

21 August - Annual University Duck 
Race, 12.30 - 2pm on the Hunter Street 

Campus. Ducks can be bought for 
£2.50 from the main reception, the 

University Bookshop and the Students 
Union.  There will be games, stalls, 
a prize for the 'best dressed duck' 

and the winner of the race itself. All 
profits go towards UBSOS (University 
of Buckingham Supporting Overseas 

Schooling).

SEPTEMBER

5 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Marc Vlessing (PEL, 
1983) and The Rt Hon Brandon Lewis, MP (Economics, 1994). Marc is the CEO of Pocket Living 

and Brandon is the Chairman of the Conservative Party.  They will be giving a “TED style” talk on 
“Public/private partnership: how does Government and the private sector perfect the Art?”. To 
purchase your ticket, please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

NOVEMBER

20 November - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Moky Makura (PEL, 
1988), Communications Lead at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Please see the following 

link for more information and to purchase your ticket: 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

8

UPCOMING EVENTS

PHOTO FLASHBACK

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/user/UniofBuckingham
https://www.youtube.com/user/UniofBuckingham
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk 
and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Lionel Ketchakeu Ndambeun
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

CONTACT US

UNIVERSITY NEWS POSTGRADUATE INFORMATION EVENING

Come along to our Postgraduate Information 
Evening on Thursday 8 August to see what it's like 

to continue your education at The University of 
Buckingham. 

Our one-year postgraduate courses are a great way 
to widen your career proscpects and specialise in 

your chosen area of study. The Information Evening 
is a perfect opportunity to meet with academics and 

discover the real benefits postgraduate education can 
have.

Students with a First Class Honours degree are eligible 
to receive a 33% discount on their postgraduate 

course. Graduates from the University of Buckingham 
will receive a discount of 25% with a 2:1 degree.

Register at https://bit.ly/2YzhjKq

The University of Buckingham Careers and Employability 
Hub page via LinkedIn, features the latest Graduate specific 
vacancies as they become available on LinkedIn
 https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-
buckingham-careers/

If you are a recent Alumni looking for a graduate post, please do 
use this resource whilst you are job searching. Or perhaps you 
are now an employer seeking to attract the latest Buckingham 
Graduates to your Business? Make contact with us at Careers@
buckingham.ac.uk to get your vacancies added and promoted. 

We are thrilled to share with you that The University 
of Buckingham has been ranked 4th in England in the 
National Student Survey! 

As ever we are dedicated to continuously improving our 
student experience, and hope to continue to do well in the 
survey in years to come.

It is with regret that we announce Geoffrey Shaw, former 
member of staff in Careers, passed away on Tuesday 16 July. 

Geoff may have been known to many of you due to his position 
in Careers, but he was also an avid member of the Buckingham 

community, playing a key part in local events and recently 
the campaign to raise money to fund and equip local access 

defibrillators within the Buckingham community.

Our thoughts go out to Geoff's family and friends.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://bit.ly/2YzhjKq
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-buckingham-careers/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-buckingham-careers/
mailto:Careers%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:Careers%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


AN UPDATE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

Buckingham is working to make the University as eco-friendly 
as possible starting with replacing all of our petrol and diesel 
vans with fully electric ones. This is just one of our moves to 
promote a greener environment for everyone at the University, 
as well as the Buckingham community. 

Our Marketing Department has been working very hard on 
increasing our presence around the world. Our most recent 

Open Day on 13 July, was well attended by potential students and their families. The campus looked 
beautiful and we were fortunate enough to have good weather. 

We are holding a Postgraduate Information Evening on Thursday 8 August. If you hold a First Class Honors 
degree, you qualify for a 33% discount on a postgraduate degree with us. If you hold a 2:1, you qualify 
for a 25% discount. More information can be found on page 10, and please do come along if you’re 
interested. 

Warmest wishes,

I hope you’re all enjoying the summer and that 
you’re keeping well.

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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