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Dear all, 

You will be reading about Festival Week at the University in this issue of the 
e-magazine. However, as well as celebrating the wonderful achievements of our 
Medical School graduates I did want to mention our three Honorary Graduates, 
who all gave inspiring talks to the students at the ceremony:

Ms Helen Taylor Thompson OBE signed the Official Secrets Act at the age of 19 
and was part of what was known as then Prime Minister Winston Churchill's "secret 
army"; she sent coded messages to spies in occupied France during World War II. In 1952 
Helen was elected to the board of the Mildmay Mission Hospital and afterwards sat on a number of Government 
NHS committees. She later fought the closure of the Mildmay Hospital and became its chair in 1988, when it 
reopened as the first hospice in Europe for people living with HIV. Several years later she founded the Mildmay 
Centre in Uganda, where today over 100.000 people suffering with HIV are still cared for.

Mr David Nott OBE was encouraged by his father, Malcolm George Nott, who was an orthopaedic and trauma 
surgeon, to follow him into a medical career. He began working in disaster and war zones in 1993 when he saw 
footage of the war in Sarajevo. He has worked in disaster and war zones for several weeks each year since then, 
working as a volunteer surgeon for agencies such as Médecins Sans Frontières, Syria Relief and the Red Cross. 
He has also served in a similar capacity for the Royal Auxiliary Air Force. He has given brilliant lectures here at 
Buckingham to our students. A memorable one was when one of his operating theatre assistants was shot in the 
theatre by a stray bullet – instantly doubling his workload in a crisis. Both patients survived thanks to his skill.

Dr Terence Kealey - many of you will know our third Honorary Graduate well. The University was delighted to 
award an Honorary Degree to Dr Kealey, who was the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Buckingham from 2001 
until 2014. During his time as Vice-Chancellor, student numbers rose from just over 600 to around 2000. He was 
a key instigator in the creation the Medical School and the School of Education here at the University, so to be 
awarded an Honorary Degree at the first graduation of the Medical School was perfect timing. 

Our congratulations to them all, to the Medical School graduates, staff and students.

Best wishes,
Anne
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hong Kong Philanthropist Dr Hon Dak Chung, has donated £5m to the University to help build a new Law 
School. The gift will provide a new home for Law students from 2022. The gift was announced by Chair 
of Council, Rory Tapner, at a reception hosted by John Bercow MP, Speaker and Parliamentary MP for 
Buckingham, on Tuesday 4 June.
The gift is part of the campaign for a Law School for the 21st Century and is one of the main pillars of the 
University's ‘50 for 50’ campaign, aiming to raise £50m before the 50th anniversary of The University of 
Buckingham in May 2026. The donation also aims to build and strengthen the links between Britain and 
China.  
The University’s Law School is one of the University’s founding schools, with graduates around the world 
including The Puisne Judges in Bermuda, Charles Etta Simmons (LLB 1983), Nicole Stoneham (LLB 1991) 
and Shade Subair Williams (LLB 1999) and Dafydd Enoch QC (LLB 1984) who has been part of the Queens 
Counsel since June 2015. Honorary Graduates include Sir Ivan Lawrence, Baroness Helena Kennedy and 
Sir Sydney Kentridge. 

The two key funders for the building project 
are the Chung Hon Dak Foundation and the 
Buckinghamshire Local Enterprise Partnership 
who will be contributing £2m. The new 
building, on Tingewick Road in Buckingham, 
will host the ‘China Centre’ and the Schools of 
Law, AI and Computing.
The building will be named after the 
University’s Chancellor, Lady fKeswick, as ‘The 
Tessa Keswick Building’. 
The University is extremely grateful for this 
extraordinary gift from Dr Hon Dak Chung. 
While Dr Chung has donated to the University 
of Oxford, University of Nottingham, Beijing 
Normal University and Hong Kong University, this £5m gift is a landmark education gift for his foundation. 
Dr Chung said: “I hope that this new law building provides a welcoming environment for all who come 
here to study, work and visit. I want it to give teachers and students the ability to continue with the 
closeness of teaching and learning that is key to the success of this magnificent school.I want more 
students to benefit from an Education at The University of Buckingham Law School, and for more parents 
to feel as grateful as I do to the University.”
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Buckingham, Sir Anthony Seldon, said: “We are so grateful for the 
friendship and support of people like Dr Chung and the BLEP that will enable the university to transform 
the environment.”
The Tessa Keswick Building will be the first in the UK for American Architect Brad Perkins. Perkins has 
worked on major projects around the world, including the master plan for the American University of 
Beirut; the TKTS Booth in Times Square; the Manhattan campus of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center; the comprehensive master plan for Hanoi, Vietnam; and master plans for town-scale projects in 
Ontario, Trinidad, Iran, Egypt, and Hanoi. Perkins Eastman is the largest architecture practice in the New 
York City area, with offices throughout the US and in China. 

The Tessa Keswick Building is expected to cost £17m, with a further £10 million sought from Philanthropy. 
It is due to be completed in March 2021, and will be open to students from 2022.



MEDICAL SCHOOL GRADUATION

On Saturday 29 June we held our first ever Medical School Graduation. After four years of 
intensive work, exams and practical sessions, it was wonderful to see our inaugural cohort 
arriving on campus with their families, ready to robe and make their way to church to 
graduate. 

The University awarded three new honorary degrees to Ms Helen Taylor Thompson OBE, Mr David Nott 
OBE and Dr Terence Kealey. All three honorary graduates have extensive backgrounds in medicine and 
have pursued interesting and inspiring careers. The perfect choices to motivate our graduates to reach 
their full potential. 

After the ceremony, which took place at the Church of St Peter and St Paul in Buckingham, an afternoon 
tea was held in the marquee on Beloff Lawn for the graduates and their friends and families. As ever there 
was a wonderful atmosphere at the tea, with graduates, guests, staff and academics all sitting together 
sharing memories and ambitions. 

We would like to congratulate all of our Medical School Graduates on their huge achievement and look 
forward to hearing about how their careers have developed in the future. 
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ALUMNI NEWS Hon. Chief Justice Iyabo Yerima (LLB, 1984) has been 
nominated as Head of the Monitoring Committee of 

the Administration of Criminal Justice Law in Nigeria.

Congratulations to Iyabo on this fantastic achievement. We 
wish  her all the best in her new position.

Bill Keeling (Politics, Economics and Law, 1986) recently sold 
his chocolate company, Prestat, to Illy, a coffee and chocolate 

giant, after two years of negotiation. 

Bill, who learnt the cocoa business whilst working as a Financial Times 
west Africa correspondent, plans to remain at Prestat as manager. 

Interestingly, another Buckingham alumnus, Federico Marescotti 
(Economics, 1980) is Chief Executive of the Illy group. The sale of 

Prestat has connected the two alumni and we cant wait to see what 
the future will bring for them.

Congratulations to Bill on the sale, and Federico on the purchase, of 
this fantastic company.

You can find out more about Prestat here: 
https://www.prestat.co.uk/

Julia Onken (Marketing & Media Communications, 2013) has 
got a new job with Epic Games, on the back of selling the app 

'Houseparty' which she helped create. 

Congratulations to Julia on this achievement.

Sir Henry Aubrey-Fletcher, current Lord Lieutenant of 
Buckinghamshire, has been awarded a Royal Victorian 

Order in the Queen's Birthday Honours list. 

Although not an alumnus of the University, Sir Henry has 
been an avid supporter of Buckingham and helped with the 
fundraising effort for the renovation of the Radcliffe Centre. 

We congratulate Sir Henry on this incredible award. You can 
read more about it here:
https://bit.ly/2x0j0oW

The Nigerian Alumni Association recently organised 
two Meet and Greet events, one in Abuja and one in 

Lagos. 

Both events were held at local restaurants. They were 
very well attended and organised beautifully by the 

Alumni Association. 

It's always great to see our alumni getting together at 
these kind of events, so please do let us know if you are 

in the process of organising anything and we will support 
you as best we can. 

You can see some photographs below from the events.

https://www.prestat.co.uk/
https://bit.ly/2x0j0oW


Do you recognise yourself in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the E-Magazine, please let 
Lucy know on the email address above.

LAST MONTH...

Unfortunately we didn't get 
any response to last month's 

photograph.  
 

Please do email at the address 
above if you recognise anybody.
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SEPTEMBER

5 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Marc Vlessing (PEL, 
1983) and The Rt Hon Brandon Lewis, MP (Economics, 1994). Marc is the CEO of Pocket Living 

and Brandon is the Chairman of the Conservative Party.  They will be giving a “TED style” talk on 
“Public/private partnership: how does Government and the private sector perfect the Art?”. To 
purchase your ticket, please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

NOVEMBER

20 November - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Moky Makura (PEL, 
1988), Communications Lead at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Please see the following 

link for more information and to purchase your ticket: 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PHOTO FLASHBACK
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk 
and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Lionel Ketchakeu Ndambeun
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

CONTACT US

UNIVERSITY NEWS UK MARKETING
As part of our UK Schools Engagement strategy, the UK Student Recruitment team would 

like the assistance of any alumni who came to the University of Buckingham from local 
schools. 

We frequently visit local schools to speak with 
students about the benefits of going to University, 

and to encourage them to think of Buckingham 
as an option. Often, these students want to hear 
about the student experience, and it would be 

great to have alumni present who can answer any 
questions, and who they will be able to relate to.

If you would be interested in attending local schools 
with the UK Student Recruitment Team, please 

contact Arione McQueenie (arione.mcqueenie@
buckingham.ac.uk) with your name and the 

details of the school you attended.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/london
mailto:arione.mcqueenie%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:arione.mcqueenie%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


AN UPDATE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

The summer has begun with lots of exciting events 
taking place at the University. 

The festivities started with The Buckingham Literary Festival 
held on Friday 14th June. The three-day event featured 
remarkable authors including Violet Moller, Victoria Hislop and 
female cast members of the BBC radio group 'The Archers' - 
Annabelle Dowler, Sunny Ormonde and Jane Wenham-Jones. 
It was well attended not only by University staff and students 
but also by the local town and community which made it an 
honour to be a part of.

On the 26th-27th of June, the fourth Festival of Higher Education took place in the Vinson building. The 
event sparked lots of debates, with high profile speakers discussing topics such as students’ mental 
health, Artificial Intelligence and the threat of fake news. 

In a unique celebration of enterprise and entrepreneurship, EntFest marked its second year by hosting 
around 1,000 school children from across the country on Friday 28th June. Students were able to take 
part in panel debates, competitions and skills-based workshops, and the day concluded with the live 
Dragon’s Den final of the National Entrepreneur of the Year competition. 

Finally, I was enormously proud to present our first cohort of Medical school graduates with their degrees 
on Saturday 29th June. It was a delightful day followed by an evening celebratory Graduation Ball in the 
beautiful grounds of Stowe School. Greg Simons, Primary Care Lead, and medical school graduands 
Anam Javed and Nalini Lazarus, were all invited to share their experiences of the school with Nana Akua 
on BBC Three Counties, which you can listen to here (from 1:36). 

I wish you all a wonderful July.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07cq9pd
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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