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Dear all, 

This month we have the first Medical School graduation. It seems impossible that 
four and a half years have gone by since the first intake of medical students. Now, 
after all their hard work (and the risk they took in joining the first private medical 
school in more than 200 years) they are able to celebrate their own individual 
achievements, but also the achievement of accreditation of the Medical School 
by the General Medical Council (GMC). What a year! Professor Mike Cawthorne, 
who sadly died just before the first intake of students, would be so proud. Dr Terence 
Kealey, who was instrumental in setting up the School, will be receiving an Honorary 
Degree. Professor Karol Sikora, Dean, must be so thrilled that all the hard work in the years prior to the opening 
of the School now see the fruition of such intense planning. In the next issue there will be photos and a little more 
background.

Also this month we have our “Festival Week”. The Festival of Higher Education (now in its third year) will take 
place on campus on 26 and 27 June (with a marquee set up on Beloff Lawn for the whole week). Please see the 
next page for information on who is speaking and how you can obtain tickets.

This is followed on 28 June by the Enterprise Festival (EntFest), sponsored by the Peter Jones Foundation, which 
will see around 1,000 students from all over the country come to Buckingham for their own graduation from the 
Peter Jones Academy. In addition to the ceremony, there will be stalls and events where the students will be able 
to network and begin to think about where they will take their careers for the next stage of their studies.

The Buckingham Literary Festival will this year take place between Thursday, 13th until Sunday 16th. More 
information can be found here: https://www.bucklitfest.org/

Lastly, but certainly not least, for those who are sports minded, the Chancellor’s Cup is being re-introduced and 
will take place from Monday, 29 July with the traditional finale, a Tug of War, taking place on Friday, 2 August. If 
you would like further information, or have time to come along, do let us know. All Schools will be taking part, as 
follows: Law, Business, Medical, Humanities + Foundation and Science, Computing & Psychology.

Hoping to see you at an event soon.

Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can book on to sessions individually, or as an alumnus of the University, if you are able to 
come for the full event, we can offer you discounts with the code below:

Code: FHE2019VIP
One day - £90.00 (instead of £120)

Two day - £120.00  (instead of £200)

https://www.bucklitfest.org/
https://www.hefestival.com/
https://www.hefestival.com/


MEDICAL SCHOOL SIGNED OFF BY GMC

PART-TIME LAW DINNER

On 10th March, we were thrilled to celebrate 25 years of our part-time Law degree! Many programme 
alumni joined us for a black-tie dinner which included speeches, a 3-course meal, lots of bubbly and 

dancing into the night! 

Dean of Law, Sandra Clarke, said “It really does take dedication to study part-time and achieve a degree, so you 
are all complete heroes for doing it. The road is a long one, but the achievement is all the sweeter for that.”

It’s a delight for us to be able to support people on this programme who are combining studying with their work 
and family commitments. Adam Sargent (LLB Part Time, 2016), put the following comment on our Facebook 

page “(I) Could not recommend this course any higher. Fantastic support, lecturers and University!” 

We hope to enrol further students onto the part-time Law degree programme in September. For more details, 
please visit our website: www.buckingham.ac.uk/law/llb/law/parttime

The country’s first not-for-profit independent medical school, at The University of Buckingham, has 
received GMC accreditation and will graduate its first cohort of students on 29 June.

With NHS doctor shortages across the country, The University of Buckingham’s Medical School is the first new 
medical school in the UK since the 1940s and is set to graduate around 100 new doctors each year. Applications 

for the January 2020 intake are up more than 25 per cent and are on track to exceed 1000.
The General Medical Council commended the University for the ‘excellent professional, academic and pastoral 

support that extends throughout the university and clinical learning environments’ and ‘the robust systems that 
ensure the quality of all aspects of the MB ChB programme including teaching and assessment’.

Operating since 2015, the University’s MB ChB programme specialises in early contact with patients (during the 
first six weeks). It is derived from a well-established curriculum, with consultant and GP-led teaching, where the 
emphasis is on bedside manner and placing the patient first. It specialises in integrating clinical and academic 
expertise to develop the medical knowledge and professional competencies that are essential to become an 

effective practitioner.

One of the unique features of the Medical School is that students are self-funding: in all other medical schools in 
the UK, each medical student trained in the public sector ultimately costs taxpayers more than £200k .

The University of Buckingham, which has led the National Student Survey for several years, is distinct in offering 
small-group teaching and a supportive campus environment. With only around 2000 students on campus in 

total, the University is one of the smallest in the UK.  

Dean of the Medical School, Professor Karol Sikora said: “We are absolutely delighted to receive final approval 
from the GMC.  It has been a long and exciting journey. We have blazed a trail and produced a top quality Medical 

School that has proved very popular with our students.”

The Medical School partnered with Milton Keynes Hospital to form Milton Keynes University Hospital (MKUH) 
where many students are based for the third year onwards. At the end of their course graduates start work in 
trusts around the UK in the National Health Service, including local options such as Milton Keynes University 
Hospital, Warwick and Stoke Mandeville. Many of the graduates have chosen to stay locally and work in the 

regional trusts as junior doctors. 
The influx of doctors into the local area helps to strengthen the local economy with accommodation and living 

expenses. Students at Milton Keynes University Hospital have benefited from state of the art teaching resources at 
the newly built Milton Keynes Academic centre.

Final year students Matthew Beck said: “We are thrilled that the institution which we have trusted to support and 
guide us into the medical profession has obtained GMC accreditation. Ever since day one, our experience has 
been outstanding and the accreditation supports our views that things have been done right at Buckingham.”

The Medical School, which also undertakes medical education research, welcomes around 50 per cent UK and 50 
per cent international students. Students have enrolled from around the country and the globe, including Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand, the Middle East and Asia. A number of medical students also live locally.
In partnership with, Milton Keynes University Hospital, South Warwickshire Foundation Trust, St Andrews 

Healthcare, Buckingham Healthcare, the Railings and a number of General Practices within the region, the 
Medical School is able to provide a diverse range of high quality clinical experiences right from the very beginning 

of this patient centred course.   

The Medical School has been able to build upon the great relationship The University of Buckingham has within 
the local community, with members of the public assisting with the process of student selection, teaching 
and assessment.  The medical students regularly engage in community projects, for example registering as 

Buckingham First Responders.
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ALUMNI NEWS Lauren Townsend (English Literature, 2018) has been elected Labour 
and Coop Councillor for Bletchley West in Milton Keynes. 

Congratulations to Lauren on this wonderful achievement. We wish her all 
the best in her new position.

One of Stephen 
Kamugasa's (LLB 
1993, LLM 1994) 

blog posts has been 
published in 'Edge' 

magazine. 

You can read Stephen's 
article here, on page 

59: 
https://bit.ly/2En7KHx

See Stephen's blog for more articles, many of 
which mention Buckingham and his time here! 

https://thekamugasachallenge.com/ 

Congratulations on this achievement, Stephen.

Frank Lefley (MPhil 
Accounting, 1996) 

has published a new 
book, 

'Investment 
Appraisal: A 25 Year 

Perspective'. 

Frank has kindly 
donated a copy of his 
book to the University 
Library. Copies can be 

purchased here: https://
bit.ly/2EwzhWT

Nigel Collett (MA Biography, 2002) and his husband Austin 
Tay (Psychology with Socio-Legal Studies 2003, LLM 2004) 

recently appeared in a BBC programme. Nigel has written the 
below:

"Austin and I were at the BBC in London last November to be 
recorded for a BBC 4 Radio programme by writer Zareer Masani 
to commemorate the Jallianwala Bagh massacre that took place 
in Amritsar on 13 April 1919.  The programme was released by the 
BBC in the week before the 100th anniversary of this tragic event.  

Culpability for the massacre still causes controversy, but I took the 
opportunity of the programme to state that I had found no cause to 

change the view that I expressed in my 2005 book, The Butcher of Amritsar,  that the British Officer 
who had carried out the massacre, Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer was fully responsible for what 
he did and that his actions amounted to mass murder, I also gave it as my opinion that for this one 
issue, so crucial to the Indian National Struggle and for continuing Anglo-Indian relations, it would 

be fitting and of real utility were the British Government to give a formal apology."

Matt Ferraz (MA Biography, 2018) has been selected for the 
Mission Jaguar program in Costa Rica. 

He will be working on a creative nonfiction book about the life of a 
Jaguar, following the model of a biography. The piece he creates will 
be used by the Jaguar Luna foundation to raise awareness about the 
Jaguar's risk of extinction. To find out more about the project, see:

https://bit.ly/2WZQ9wC

This is a fascinating opportunity, we hope Matt enjoys the project 
and we look forward to reading the book when finished.

Sanny Kwong (LLB, 1985) visited the Alumni Office 
and Law School in May. Whilst visiting he met 

with Sandra Clarke (Dean of Law), Professor John 
Hatchard (Professor of Law) and Steve Kowal (Head of 

Campaign). 

It was great to welcome Sanny back to the University, on 
a visit from Hong Kong. We hope he will visit again soon. 

The kettle is always on in the Alumni Office and we always 
welcome visitors, so please do stop by if you're in the area!

Charley-Anne 
Gordon (current 
LLB student) has 
been named the 

winner of the 
National Accident 
Helpline's Future 
Legal Mind Award 

2019!

Nine finalists were 
invited to submit a home-made video to support 

their essay entry. From the essays and videos 
submitted, judges chose 21-year-old Charley-Anne 
– who is in the final year of her Law degree at the 

University of Buckingham.

Huge congratulations to Charley-Anne!

You can find out more about the award here: 
https://bit.ly/2MpX0hI

The Nigerian Alumni Association are 
hosting two events in Nigeria in June. 

All alumni are welcome, please see the 
information below:

Abuja Meet & Greet Cocktail Event
Saturday 22 June 2019. The Pepper Grill, 

Plot 926, Abubakar Koko Avenue, Gwarinpa 
Lifecamp, Abuja, FCT. 5pm, dress code smart 

casual.
 

Lagos Meet & Greet Cocktail Event
Saturday 29 June 2019. 6ix Resturant, Plot 873, 
Ozumba Mbadiwe Road, Victoria Island, Lagos. 

5pm, dress code smart casual.
 

https://bit.ly/2En7KHx
https://thekamugasachallenge.com/ 
https://bit.ly/2EwzhWT
https://bit.ly/2EwzhWT
https://bit.ly/2WZQ9wC 
https://bit.ly/2MpX0hI 


Do you recognise yourself in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the E-Magazine, please let 
Lucy know on the email address above.

LAST MONTH...

Unfortunately we didn't 
have any responses to the 

photograph from May. 

If you recognise yourself, 
please do get in touch at 
the email address above.
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JUNE 

13 - 16 June - The Buckingham Literary Festival. More information is available here:
 https://www.bucklitfest.org/

19 June  - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Sir Dermot Turing. Sir 
Dermot is the nephew of Alan Turing (the man instrumental in breaking the German Enigma 
code). He is a trustee of Bletchley Park and of the Turing Trust and is also the Bletchley Park 

Visiting Fellow at Kellogg College, Oxford. To purchase your ticket, please visit:
 https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

22 June - Abuja,Nigeria, Meet & Greet Cocktail Event. The Pepper Grill, Plot 926, Abubakar Koko 
Avenue, Gwarinpa Lifecamp, Abuja, FCT. 5pm, dress code smart casual. All alumni welcome.

26 - 27 June - The Festival of Higher Education. Whether you are a teacher, higher education 
professional, journalist or student, the Festival of Higher Education has much to offer. For more 

information and to purchase tickets, please see: 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/festival-of-higher-education-2019/

28 June - EntFest, the Peter Jones Enterprise Festival, a unique festival of enterprise and 
entrepreneurship. Find out more and register to attend at the link below:

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/entfest-peter-jones-enterprise-festival/

29 June - Lagos, Nigeria, Meet & Greet Cocktail Event. 6ix Resturant, Plot 873, Ozumba 
Mbadiwe Road, Victoria Island, Lagos. 5pm, dress code smart casual. All alumni welcome.

SEPTEMBER

5 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Marc Vlessing (PEL, 
1983) and The Rt Hon Brandon Lewis, MP (Economics, 1994). Marc is the CEO of Pocket Living 

and Brandon is the Chairman of the Conservative Party.  They will be giving a “TED style” talk on 
“Public/private partnership: how does Government and the private sector perfect the Art?”. To 
purchase your ticket, please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

NOVEMBER

20 November - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Moky Makura (PEL, 
1988), Communications Lead at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Please see the following 

link for more information and to purchase your ticket: 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

8

UPCOMING EVENTS

PHOTO FLASHBACK

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.bucklitfest.org/ 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/festival-of-higher-education-2019/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/entfest-peter-jones-enterprise-festival/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk 
and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Lionel Ketchakeu Ndambeun
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

CONTACT US

UNIVERSITY NEWS FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY

GREAT Scholarship 2019 – China

This scholarship scheme is part of the “GREAT Scholarships 2019 – East Asia” campaign, which has been 
launched by the British Council together with 28 UK universities to support more students in East Asia to get 

access to excellent UK higher education opportunities.

The University of Buckingham is offering a total of two scholarships to students from China starting their  
degree in September 2019 worth £10,000 each. 

These are available to study on the following degree programmes:
 - MSc Finance and Investment (x1)
 - MSc Money, Banking and Central Banking (x1)

Who is eligible to apply?
Applications will be considered from applicants who meet the following entry requirements:

 - Candidates must have, or expect to obtain, the overseas equivalent of a UK first-class honours degree
 -IELTS 6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in each component

- Chinese passport holder

Application instructions
Prospective students should complete an online application form via our main admissions system. In the 

section ‘who will be paying your fees’ please note ‘GREAT’. The deadline to apply for the GREAT Scholarship      
is 30 June 2019.

Each scholarship is worth £10,000 which will be discounted from the course tuition fees.

For more information on the GREAT Scholarships 2019 – China campaign, please visit:
https://bit.ly/2JPbVQA

The Friends of the University sponsored a first visit by 'Nesta's Ark' to the University's recent 
De-Stress Festival. Nesta's Ark is a mobile zoo that aims to promote a feeling of calm and well-being 
through interaction with a range of animals. The event had a very good  response with just over two 
hundred students (most with exams just around the corner), staff, alumni and others attending. 

Some students were happy to sit with an animal; others were more into the fun of the experience, there 
was lots of laughter especially when handling snakes. Frank the giant tortoise was on an unknown 
mission and the puppies and older dogs were very popular.

Friends member Graham Barker, who organised the visit together with the University, said: “We are 
planning a return visit in November 2019. Any Alumni that can make it to the next visit will be very 
welcome."
To find out more about the Friends of the University please visit: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
student-life/university-facilities/friends-of-the-university/

Distinguished Alumnus Award 2019 

We are now accepting nominations for the Distinguished Alumnus Award for 2019. The award will 
be given to the Buckingham alumnus who, in the opinion of the judges, has made an outstanding 

contribution to society.

To nominate a Buckingham alumnus, please follow the link below:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-giving/news-and-events/distinguished-alumnus-award/

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://bit.ly/2JPbVQA
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/student-life/university-facilities/friends-of-the-university/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/student-life/university-facilities/friends-of-the-university/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-giving/news-and-events/distinguished-alumnus-award/


AN UPDATE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

As soon as the festivals draw to a close, on Saturday 29 June we will be hosting our very first Medical 
School Graduation.  Keeping to tradition, our first graduating cohort will attend their ceremony in 
Buckingham Parish Church (St Peter and St Paul’s) before attending a reception in the marquee on 
Beloff Lawn. The graduation comes with perfect timing, as I’m sure you have already read on page 3, the 
Medical School has just received GMC accreditation. This is a fantastic achievement for the University, 
and with applications to the Medical School already representing a demand six times greater than the 
supply of spaces, we hope this accomplishment will enable the school to continue to grow.
 
Continuing our trend of success, we have received a number of very generous donations in the past 
couple of months, and in the last three years we have raised more money than we have done in our entire 
history since our founding in 1976. We have been given £2m by the Local Enterprise Partnership towards 
a new Centre for Artificial Intelligence, which we hope will be completed by 2021. We have also received 
a grant of £10,000 from the Palamountain Family Trust, towards a fundraising dinner at Vintners. Keith 
Bothongo (LLB 2013, LLM 2014) has very kindly donated £10,000 to the University, towards the Law 
campaign. I thank you, Keith, for honouring your alma mater with this gift. And finally, a substantial £5m 
gift has been confirmed from Dr Hon Dak Chung (father of Law alumna, Josephine), also towards the 
building of a new Law School. We are incredibly grateful to all of our supporters.
 
In addition to all of this, Buckingham continues to do well in UK rankings.  All our eligible academic 
departments have been placed in the top 20 in the country in the Good University Guide, produced by 
the Guardian newspaper. In the last three years we have consistently been in the top five of the National 
Student Survey and I have recently been assessed as the fourth most influential Vice-Chancellor in 
Britain, according to the Times Higher Education Supplement. We hope you will be proud of the efforts 
we are all making to elevate the profile of your University.
 
Hoping to see you soon,

May has been a busy month for the University. We have 
been preparing for our fantastic festival period in June, 
starting with the Buckingham Literary Festival (13 – 16 
June). This is followed by the much anticipated Festival 
of Higher Education (26 – 27 June), concluding with 
EntFest, the Peter Jones Enterprise Festival, on 28 June. 
The marquee on Beloff Lawn will be the focal point for 
all events and we will share some photographs and 
news from the festivals in the next issue of the Alumni 
E-Magazine.

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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