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Name of Programme: Foundation Pathway Programme (Psychology) 

Final Award:  Programme Code: FCTF3FFPPS 

Awarding 
Institution/Body: 

University Of 
Buckingham 

Teaching Institution: 
University Of 
Buckingham 

School of Study: Foundation Parent Department: Foundation 

Programme Length: 3 Terms Method of Study: Full Time 

Professional Body 
Accreditation: 

 

Relevant Subject 
Benchmark 
Statement (SBS): 

QAA SBS: 
Psychology 
(2016) 

Admission Criteria: 

A-level: DD / 
IB 25 
48 UCAS 
2018 Tariff 
Points 
Maths GCSE 
grade C  
IELTS of 6 or 
equivalent 
Interview 
assessment 
 

Applicable 
Cohort(s): 

September 
2019 

FHEQ Level: 
FHEQ Level 
3 

UCAS Code:  
 

 

      

  

Summary of Programme 

The Psychology Foundation Pathway is designed for students who need additional preparation prior to undergraduate 
level study.  The programme is intended to provide a foundation in both knowledge and academic skills for the more 
specialist subjects. 

Educational Aims of the Programme 

• to equip students to become independent learners, facilitating the successful continuation of their studies in Psychology; 
• to develop students’ ability to construct and communicate logical arguments clearly; 
• to help students acquire and practise strategies for effective reading and for academic vocabulary development; 
• to provide opportunities for students to develop academic skills; 
• to train students in language awareness; 
• to encourage students to develop general study skills, particularly including the ability to learn independently using a 
variety of source materials; 
• to stimulate engagement and participation in the learning process; 

 

 

      

  

Programme Outcomes 

Knowledge and Understanding 
 

On successful completion of the Psychology Pathway, 
students should be able to:  
1. Use English effectively for academic study. 
2. Demonstrate the use of sources of information. 
3. Demonstrate a knowledge of the structures, functions, 
processes and cultures pertaining to a range of social 
organisations. 
4. Demonstrate a knowledge of the external 
environment within which organizations operate, 
including the political, social, economic and 
technological contexts at both national and international 
levels. 

> 

Teaching/Learning Strategy 

The programme will be delivered with a combination of 
lectures, seminars and small group tutorials, and with 
practical classes as appropriate. Teaching is supported by 
the use of module texts and journal articles. The use of IT 
is embedded across the curriculum Understanding is 
reinforced by support from tutors in the form of comments 
based on their assignment answers (ILO: 1-5). 

> 

Assessment Strategy 

1. Examinations, which typically comprise 50% of a 
module total, are the main means of assessing knowledge. 
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5. Demonstrate a knowledge and awareness of basic 
concepts in psychology. 
6.  Gain awareness of and familiarity with university 
study environment. 
7. Gain familiarity with fundamental facts, concepts, 
theories, principles and methodologies. 
 

Coursework assignments are also used to address key 
topics within particular domains. Tutorial Contributions that 
typically comprise 10% of a module total. 
2. Examinations and coursework assignments for applied 
modules. 
3. Specific core and applied modules are based upon this 
knowledge domain and assessments reflect this. 
 

Cognitive Skills 
 

On successful completion of the programme, students 
should be able to:  
1. Analyse problems, sifting the irrelevant from the 
relevant, and expressing the results in both written and 
oral forms. 
2. Evaluate proposed solutions using appropriate 
methods. 
3. Integrate knowledge and skills from various sources 
into a coherent whole, making appropriate abstractions. 
4. Synthesise arguments from underlying premises to 
produce overall conclusions. 
5. Demonstrate a heightened awareness of differences 
in culture, historical context, values and political 
structures. 
6. Present acquired knowledge from various sources. 
7. Conduct logical reasoning, logical thinking and 
drawing sensible conclusions. 
8. Build an evidence-based argument and improve the 
quality of argument. 
9. Gathering and evaluating information on new 
technologies from primary and reliable sources. 
10. Identifying problems and specifying requirements for 
new solutions. 
 

> 

Teaching/Learning Strategy 

The principles are discussed in the module texts, lectures 
and seminars, with examples given to aid understanding of 
the processes involved. The students are also provided 
with practical activities to develop cognitive skills, utilising 
case study materials. Assignments are designed to 
demonstrate the skills of analysis, evaluation and 
integration. The essays and projects are extended 
opportunities for students to further develop and be 
assessed on these skills. 

> 

Assessment Strategy 

The principles are discussed in the module texts, lectures 
and seminars, with many examples given to aid 
understanding of the processes involved. The students are 
also provided with practical activities to develop cognitive 
skills, utilising case study materials other authentic 
materials. Assignments are designed to demonstrate the 
skills of analysis, evaluation and integration. The essays 
and projects are extended opportunities for students to 
further develop and be assessed on these skills (CS: 1-5). 
 

Practical/Transferable Skills 
 

1. Effectively communicate about psychological topics. 
2. Effective use of communication and information 
technology.  
3. Ability to conduct research into psychological topics 
either individually or as part of a team for 
projects/dissertations/ presentations. 
4. Analysing data and presenting the analysis results. 
5. Time management. 
6. Effectively presenting information in written and oral 
forms, and communicate successfully with a variety of 
audiences. 
7. Effectively gathering, filtering and critically evaluating 
information. 
8. Producing individual work and undertake self-directed 
learning of new knowledge for education and 
professional development. 
9. Working as a part of a team and recognising the roles 
to play within the team. 
 

> 

Teaching/Learning Strategy 

1. Students will be required to write and present 
assignments both as individuals and in groups. 
2. Students will be given the opportunity to apply 
knowledge to solve practical problems. 
3. Students will be exposed to a variety of workshops and 
practical exercises helping to develop numeracy and IT 
skills. 
4. Students will be required to exercise research skills in 
preparation for classroom exercises. 
5. Students will be encouraged to use Moodle and other 
online resources to aid learning, effectively present 
information and develop IT skills. 

> 

Assessment Strategy 

Assessments will be met in the following skills modules: 
- Key Academic Skills 
- Critical Thinking 
- Academic Writing Skills 
- Research Skills 
- Advanced Academic Skills 
 

 

      

  

External Reference Points 

• Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/fqheis-june-
2014.pdf?sfvrsn=bc4af981_10) 
• Psychology Subject benchmark Statement (2016) (https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/subject-benchmark-statements/sbs-
psychology-16.pdf?sfvrsn=af95f781_8 ) 
• British Psychological Society Standards for the accreditation of undergraduate, conversion and integrated Masters 
programmes in Psychology (2016) 
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Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the learning 
outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage 
of the learning opportunities that are provided. More detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching, 
learning and assessment methods of each course unit/module can be found in the departmental or programme 
handbook. The accuracy of the information contained in this document is reviewed annually by the University of 
Buckingham and may be checked by the Quality Assurance Agency. 
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PROGRAMME STRUCTURES 
 

 

      

   

Foundation Pathway Programme (Psychology) 
 

 

Jan Entry 
 

 

  

Year 
One 

1 
Winter 

Key Academic Skills 
[L3/10U]  

Life and Institutions 
[L3/10U]  

Classic Studies in 
Psychology [L3/10U]  

Critical Thinking 
[L3/10U]  

 

     Winter Examination  

Year 
One 

2 
Spring 

Academic Writing Skills 
[L3/10U]  

International Studies 
[L3/10U]  

Essential Mathematics 
[L3/10U]  

Psychology Specific 
Research Skills 
[L3/10U]  

 

     Spring Examination  

Year 
One 

3 
Summer 

Research Skills 
[L3/10U]  

Advanced Academic 
Skills [L3/10U]  

Psychology: From 
Theory to Practice 
[L3/10U]  

Foundations in 
Biological Psychology 
[L3/10U]  

 

     Summer Examination  
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Foundation Pathway Programme (Psychology) 
 

 

Sep Entry 
 

 

  

Year 
One 

1 
Autumn 

Key Academic Skills 
[L3/10U]  

Life and Institutions 
[L3/10U]  

Classic Studies in 
Psychology [L3/10U]  

Critical Thinking 
[L3/10U]  

 

     Autumn Examination  

Year 
Two 

2 
Winter 

Academic Writing Skills 
[L3/10U]  

International Studies 
[L3/10U]  

Essential Mathematics 
[L3/10U]  

Psychology Specific 
Research Skills 
[L3/10U]  

 

     Winter Examination  

Year 
Two 

3 
Spring 

Research Skills 
[L3/10U]  

Advanced Academic 
Skills [L3/10U]  

Psychology: From 
Theory to Practice 
[L3/10U]  

Foundations in 
Biological Psychology 
[L3/10U]  

 

     Spring Examination  
 

  

 

 

     

 


