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PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION  
Programme Learning Outcomes 

Knowledge and understanding: 
On successful completion of the programme, 
students should be able to: 
1. Use English effectively for academic study 
2. Demonstrate the use of sources of 

information 
3. Demonstrate a knowledge of the structures, 

functions, processes and cultures pertaining 
to a range of social organisations, 

4. Demonstrate a knowledge of the external 
environment within which organizations 
operate, including the political, social, 
economic and technological contexts at 
both national and international levels 

5. Obtain a basic foundation of the knowledge 
required to undertake study at a higher level 
in their chosen academic specialisation. 

 
 
 

→ 

Teaching/Learning Strategy 
Students are taught in a combination of lectures, 
seminars and small group tutorials with practical classes 
as appropriate.  Teaching is supported by the use of 
module texts, and journal articles.  The use of IT is 
embedded in the curriculum Understanding is reinforced 
by support from tutors in the form of comments based on 
their assignment answers. 

 
 
 
 

→ 

 
 

Assessment Strategy: 
Students are formally assessed on what is taught by 
completing individual tutor marked assignments, 
presentations individual projects and a group project. 
Knowledge and understanding is also tested through 
unseen written examinations in each course. 
 
Weightings (course / project work to examinations) vary 
from module to module at the discretion of the lecturers 
and will be made explicit to students on each module 
specification document. 

 

Name of Programme: Foundation Pathway Programme 
Final award (BSc, MA etc): Certificate in Foundation Studies 
Awarding 
institution/body: 

The University of Buckingham Teaching institution: The University of Buckingham 

School of Study:  Link Department:  Foundation Pathway Department 
Length of the 
programme: 

Nine months Method of study: Full-
time/Part-time/Other 

Full-time 

Framework for Higher 
Education 
Qualifications (FHEQ) 
Level 

N/A Relevant subject 
benchmark statement 
(SBS)  

N/A 

Professional body 
accreditation  
(if applicable): 

N/A 

Criteria for admission to 
the programme: 

Satisfactory competition of 
grade 12, IELTS score of 6.0 

Cohort(s) to which this 
programme specification 
is applicable: 

TBE 

UCAS Code  

 
Summary of Programme 

This course is designed for students who fall below the current entry standards. The main aim is to provide students 
with the necessary level of intellectual and practical skills to enable them to enter the first year of a degree course. 

Educational Aims of the Programme 

The programme aims to provide: 

General, study and interpersonal skills necessary for studying for a degree.  To develop in students the ability to 
construct logical arguments and to communicate arguments clearly; to help students acquire and practice strategies 
for effective reading and for academic vocabulary development; to provide opportunities for students to develop IT 
skills; to train students in language awareness; to encourage students to develop general study skills, particularly 
including the ability to learn independently using a variety of source materials; to stimulate engagement and 
participation in the learning process; to encourage students to become autonomous learners.  To develop 
knowledge of academic subjects related to your future course of study. 
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Cognitive skills: 
On successful completion of the programme, 
students should be able to: 
1. Analyse problems, sifting the irrelevant from 

the relevant, and expressing the results in 
both written and oral forms 

2. Evaluate proposed solutions using 
appropriate methods 

3. Integrate knowledge and skills from various 
sources into a coherent whole, making 
appropriate abstractions 

4. Synthesise arguments from underlying 
premises to produce overall conclusions 

6. Heightened awareness of differences in 
culture, historical context, values and 
political structures 

 
 
 
 
 
 

→ 

 

Teaching/Learning Strategy: 
The principles are discussed in the module texts, 
lectures and seminars, with many examples given to aid 
understanding of the processes involved. The students 
are also provided with practical activities to develop 
cognitive skills, utilising case study materials and 
computer software. 
 
Tutor Marked Assignments are carefully designed, 
pieces of work which require the skills of analysis, 
evaluation and integration. 
 
The Individual Academic Essay and the Project are 
extended opportunities for students to further develop 
and be assessed on these skills 

→ 

Assessment Strategy: 
Cognitive skills in areas 1-6 are assessed by 
coursework, examinations, projects and presentations. 

Practical skills (subject specific): 
1. Information Technology / Information 

Systems skills 
2. Project management skills 
3. Written communication skills 
4. Oral and presentation skills 
5. Information search skills 

 
 
 
 

→ 

Teaching/Learning Strategy: 
Basic IT / IS skills and information search skills are 
developed during the programme through the sessions 
on study skills and in the Essential Computing module.  
These and the other skills are reinforced throughout the 
programme by student preparation for tutorials and 
seminars, and by students conducting research for 
coursework, writing reports and making oral 
presentations within prescribed deadlines and 
timeframes. 

 

→ 

Assessment Strategy: 
Assessment of practical skills 1 – 5 is via tests during 
the programme and as part of the assessment of written 
coursework, individual and group presentations 
throughout the programme. 

Transferable skills (generic): 
On successful completion of the programme, 
students should be able to: 
1. Data management skills 
2. Communication skills 
3. Leadership and team-building skills 
4. Time management skills 
5. Decision-making and problem-solving skills 
6. Life-long learning skills 

 
 

→ 

Teaching/Learning Strategy: 
Data management skills are fully integrated throughout 
the programme.  Role-play exercises, case studies, and 
individual and group presentations facilitate the 
development of communication, interpersonal skills, time 
management and team working. 

 

→ 

Assessment Strategy: 
Assessment of key skills 1-6 is via written coursework, 
individual and group presentations and examinations. 
 

External Reference Points 
The following reference points were used in designing the programme 

• The European Qualifications’ Framework for Lifelong Learning (http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture) ; 
• How to Use Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria by David Gosling and Jenny Moon.  Published by 

SEEC. (http://www.seec.org.uk/publications/how-use-learning-outcomes-and-assessment-criteria).  
Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the learning outcomes that a typical 
student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.  
More detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching, learning and assessment methods of each course unit/module can be 
found in the departmental or programme handbook.  The accuracy of the information contained in this document is reviewed annually by the 
University of Buckingham. 
Programme Director(s) Name(s): 
 

TBA 

Date of Production: 
 

June 2013 

Date approved by School Learning and 
Teaching Committee 

 

Date approved by School Board of Study  
Date approved by University Learning 
and Teaching Committee 

 

Date of Annual Review: 
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FOUNDATION PATHWAY PROGRAMME (YEAR ZERO) 
SEPTEMBER OR JANUARY START 
(Minimum IELTS 6.0) 
 

Term Business/Economics Stream: modules 

1 Key Academic 
Skills 

Life and 
Institutions 

Understanding 
the World of 

Business 
Critical Thinking 

2 Academic Writing 
Skills 

International 
Studies 

Essential 
Mathematics 

The Business 
Environment 

3 Research Skills Advanced 
Academic Skills 

Introduction to 
Economic 
Studies 

Introduction to 
Financial Studies 

 
 

Term Law Stream: modules 

1 Key Academic 
Skills 

Life and 
Institutions 

Foundations of 
International 

Human Rights 
Critical Thinking 

2 Academic Writing 
Skills 

International 
Studies 

Introduction to 
Criminal Law 

The English Legal 
System 

3 Research Skills 
Advanced 

Academic Skills 

Introduction to 
the Law of 

Contract and Tort 

Legal Writing and 
Research 

 

Term Humanities Stream: modules 

1 Key Academic 
Skills 

Life and 
Institutions 

Foundations of 
International 

Human Rights 
Critical Thinking 

2 Academic Writing 
Skills 

International 
Studies 

Britain since 
1945: Changing 

Roles 
British Cinema 

3 Research Skills 
Advanced 

Academic Skills 
Political 

Communications  Reportage 
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Term Computing Stream: modules 

1 Key Academic 
Skills 

Life and 
Institutions 

Essential 
Computing 

Stream 
Critical Thinking 

2 Academic Writing 
Skills 

International 
Studies 

Essential 
Mathematics Fundamentals of 

Computing 

 
3 Research Skills 

Advanced 
Academic Skills 

Foundation 
Mathematics 

 
 
 

Term Psychology Stream: modules 

1 Key Academic 
Skills 

Life and 
Institutions 

Classic Studies 
in Psychology Critical Thinking 

2 Academic Writing 
Skills 

International 
Studies 

Essential 
Mathematics 

Psychology Specific 
Research Skills 

3 Research Skills Advanced 
Academic Skills 

Psychology: 
From Theory to 

Practice 

Foundations in 
Biological 

Psychology 

  
 


