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Festival of Higher Education
The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear All,
I have always felt very lucky indeed to be able to do the job that I do. This month
seems to have reinforced that feeling time and again. There has been so much
more interaction this past month or so, and so many positive connections with
alumni in all sorts of areas. We have heard from three alumna this month alone
who are now published authors: Mukta Mahajani (Law, 1999), Chinelo Mgbeadichie
(LLM, 2016) and Ashish Antia (Law, 1998).
We are very lucky indeed to have three alumni coming to speak as part of our “VC Speaker
Series” before the end of 2019. Please do put the dates in your diary if you can. On 5 September, we have a
double-act TED style talk by Marc Vlessing (CEO, Pocket Living) and Brandon Lewis (Chairman of the Conservative
Party). Then, on 20 November, Moky Makura (Communications Lead, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation) is
visiting Buckingham to talk our students, staff, alumni and townspeople.
At the end of April we were visited by Valentino Hamilton (LLB 2003, LLM 2004) from the Bahamas, who came to
see us in the new Vinson Building and also went to see the Law School for the first time in 15 years. He came with
Alfred Sears QC, and not only did they discuss law, but also met with Dr Harin Sellahewa (IS 2001, PhD 2007 Interim Dean of Computing) to discuss the very exciting news on the University’s expansion into AI.
Last week I had a call from Joel Valenzuela (PGD Global Affairs, 2012), who is now working with the cryptocurrency DASH Force - more on that at a later date! This week Chisa Honda (English Studies for Teaching,
2012) came for a visit to catch up with her many alumni friends and to attend the wedding of two Buckingham
graduates. Next week we will be seeing Sanny Kwong (Law, 1985) from Hong Kong, who is visiting the UK and
coming back to Buckingham for the first time since he graduated.
So, it seems that many of you have taken up our offer of coming to see us in our new office space. Please keep
coming! We absolutely love to see you, and please don’t hesitate to let us know when you might be in the area.
We also notice that you have been using the newly updated alumni webpage, and we do hope you are enjoying it.
Please give us any feedback that will help us continue to improve the site for you.
With very best wishes from us all,
Anne
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DANIEL HANNAN, MEP
‘HOW TO TALK SO PEOPLE
WILL LISTEN’
WEDNESDAY 15 MAY 2019
6PM FOR 6.30PM
THE VINSON BUILDING

MEMBER OF
EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT

TICKETS £5

Daniel Hannan is a writer and journalist. After 17 years as a Member of the European
Parliament, campaigning for British withdrawal from the EU, he succeeded in
abolishing his job in the Brexit referendum on 23 June 2016. He is the author of nine
books, including New York Times bestseller ‘Inventing Freedom: How the EnglishSpeaking Peoples Made the Modern World’, and Sunday Times bestseller ‘Vote Leave’.
His latest book is ‘What Next: How to get the best from Brexit.
To purchase your ticket, please see:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

ALUMNI NEWS

Professor Martin Ricketts
(Professor of Economic
Organisation at the University)
travelled to Japan in March and
met with a group of alumni in
Shinjuku on 19 March.

Mukta Mahajani (LLB, 1999) has recently
publuished a new book 'The Code'.
The Code teaches us to tap into our own
wisdom in our daily work lives. It is always
beneficial if we are able to find the most
applicable solution to any problem we face.
This means to apply the right method to resolve
the problem through our wisdom and our
knowledge.

The photograph was taken at the
dinner, with Professor Ricketts sat
right in the middle.
Please do share your photographs of
alumni gatherings with us!

The Code applies proven antidotes: through
philosophy, science and religion and gives us
quotes and stories that we can relate to in our
day to day lives to help us deconstruct our
mindset and resolve the problems by showing
us how to see them without being bound by
such seven attributes. Our own wisdom shines
forth. We make appropriate choices.”
To purchase Mukta's book, please see:
https://www.amazon.in/Code-Mukta-Mahajani/dp/9387944603

Valentino Hamilton (LLB 2003, LLM 2004) a lawyer from the Bahamas, and his boss, Mr Alfred
Sears, QC visited Buckingham on 10 April.

Fidelma O'Brien (English Literature, 2014) is fundraising for
the mental health charity, Mind.

Whilst on campus they met with Anne Matsuoka (Head of Alumni and Graduation), Dr Harin Sellahewa
(Interim Dean of Computing) and the Law School staff (photo above). It was wonderful to welcome
Valentino back to Buckingham and we hope he is able to visit us again soon.

Fidelma will be hosting an Irish Night at St Kentigern's Club in
Manchester on Friday 17 May. There will be an auction, raffle,
dancers, a DJ and a host of special guests. Tickets are £5 in
advance, or £7.50 on the door, and can be bought in advance by
contacting St Kentigern's Club on 0161 224 2033.

Charles Ramson (LLB 2007, LLM 2009) and his wife
welcomed a baby girl, Celyn Ramson, on 23 January
2019 – Charles’s birthday!

She hopes to raise a total of £5000 for Mind with the Irish night,
another party in Ireland an a sponsored climb to Everest Base.
Fidelma has previously raised over £6000 by skydiving, abseiling
climbing Kilimanjara and holiding three other fundraising parties.

Congratulations to them both on their beautiful new arrival.
We wish them all the best for the future.

We hope the event goes well.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY
15 May - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, “How to talk so people will listen”, a public
lecture by Daniel Hannan MEP. Hannan is a member of the European Parliament and has
recently published a book about how to get the best from Brexit. Not to be missed! To purchase
your ticket, please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
22 May - Public lecture by Dame Fiona Caldicott. 3pm in the Vinson Building Auditorium,
free entry. Dame Fiona Caldicott, DBE, FMedSci is a psychiatrist, psychotherapist and former
Principal of Somerville College, Oxford. She is also Former Pro Vice-Chancellor for Personnel
and Equal Opportunities at the University of Oxford and chaired its Personnel Committee. Her
most recent role is as first statutory National Data Guardian for Health and Social Care.

JUNE
19 June - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Sir Dermot Turing. More
information to come at a later date.

PHOTO FLASHBACK

26 - 27 June - The Festival of Higher Education. Whether you are a teacher, higher education
professional, journalist or student, the Festival of Higher Education has much to offer. For more
information and to purchase tickets, please see:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/festival-of-higher-education-2019/

Do you recognise yourself in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk
If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the E-Magazine, please let
Lucy know on the email address above.

28 June - EntFest, the Peter Jones Enterprise Festival, a unique festival of enterprise and
entrepreneurship. Find out more and register to attend at the link below:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/entfest-peter-jones-enterprise-festival/

LAST MONTH...

SEPTEMBER

We had lots of response to last
month's photograph. The year it
was taken has been estimated at
either 1989 or 1990.

5 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Marc Vlessing (PEL,
1983) and The Rt Hon Brandon Lewis, MP (Economics, 1994). Marc is the CEO of Pocket Living
and Brandon is the Chairman of the Conservative Party. They will be giving a “TED style” talk on
“Public/private partnership: how does Government and the private sector perfect the Art?”. To
purchase your ticket, please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

Irfan Choudhry (Economics,
1989) remembers: 'The orange
ute parked in front belonged to
the maintenance guy who was
perpetually fixing the heating
which was brand new at the
time and needed constant
adjustment. We had many cold
showers!'

NOVEMBER
20 November - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Moky Makura (PEL,
1988), Communications Lead at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. More information to
come at a later date.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

INVISIBLE KINDNESS
Kindness runs like a seam through everything
we do at the University of Buckingham. It’s
down to the generosity of people like you
that, each and every year, around £800,000
is available in bursary and hardship funding.
With your help, we have been able to support
students either with the gap between the
level they can borrow or as they struggle
with a sudden and unanticipated change in
circumstances.
It is our aim, via the Invisible Kindness
Campaign, to sustain the studies of our more
vulnerable students.

Summer Course in Money, Banking and Central Banking, 25 and 26 June
The Institute of International Monetary Research (IIMR) and the Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA) have
just launched a Summer Course in Money, Banking and Central Banking for UK-based undergraduates, to
be held at the University of Buckingham (Prebend House, 25-26 June 2019). The two-day course is unique
in that it offers specialised teaching in banking and financial markets and central banking. The course
will address some of the most important issues and challenges affecting central bankers in our days; it
will also emphasise the importance of high-quality monetary and banking analysis in order to be able to
assess which policies are compatible with steady output growth and long-term financial stability.

To find out more about the campaign, please
see the brochure below:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2019/03/71239-UoB_HIDDENKIND2_
Single_AW_web.pdf

Speakers include Philip Booth (St. Mary’s University and IEA), Brandon Davies (formerly, Treasurer
Barclays Bank), Tim Congdon (IIMR), Juan Castaneda (IIMR and University of Buckingham) and Geoffrey
Wood (University of Buckingham). Additional speakers to be confirmed very soon.
Paid accommodation on campus is available on a first come, first served basis and there is also a small
travel bursary available for each participant. Lunch will also be provided on both days; breakfast and
evening meals at participants own cost. Spaces are limited and will be awarded upon receipt of a CV and
a covering letter explaining what you expect to gain from this experience. Applications should be sent to
gail.grimston@buckingham.ac.uk ASAP.

CONTACT US
Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk
and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Distinguished Alumnus Award 2019
We are now accepting nominations for the Distinguished Alumnus Award for 2019. The award will
be given to the Buckingham alumnus who, in the opinion of the judges, has made an outstanding
contribution to society.
To nominate a Buckingham alumnus, please follow the link below:

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-giving/news-and-events/distinguished-alumnus-award/
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Helen Watts

Alumni/Graduation Events
Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Lucy Stanislaus

Alumni/Graduation Publications
Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Lionel Ketchakeu Ndambeun
Data Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133
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AN UPDATE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

April was an interesting month for the University.
The Hunter Street campus was home to the first ever
Buckingham History Festival, an event which showcased
a selection of Britain’s leading Historians and welcomed
students, alumni and members of the public to a
fascinating weekend of lectures. I am always proud to
draw attention to our beautiful campus during these
events, and look forward to the Festival of Higher
Education, EntFest and the Buckingham Literary Festival
in June.
April also saw the announcement of a ground-breaking Computing and AI Centre which will be opening
on campus in spring 2021. Buckinghamshire Thames Valley Local Enterprise Partnership (BTVLEP)
generously donated £2m to fund the construction of a new School of Computing and Centre for Artificial
Intelligence, and we will be offering four new undergraduate and Masters programmes in AI, Cyber
Security, Immersive Technologies and Data Science. These are exciting times for the University.
As the profile of the University of Buckingham rises and rises in Britain and across the world, it is very
gratifying how many of our alumni have been getting in touch with us again.
The pride that we feel in your University, and its success, is very gratifying to everybody here. Although
we have come a long way, there is still so far left to go. So I’m asking all alumni, wherever you are in the
world, to really commit and support your University as never before. As with the heads of universities
in the United States, I am unashamed and proud to be asking for you to support, in whatever way you
can, the University that has helped make you who you are today. Together we can make The University of
Buckingham a beacon of hope and a force for good in an ever changing world.
I look forward to seeing you soon at one of our many fantastic events.

