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WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear All,
Another Graduation finished. Our office is left feeling rather empty once all the
happy, joyful graduates and their families have left. However, we then realise we
have rather a lot to catch up on, so Spring begins with a bang!
Firstly, I would like to let you know that the outdated AlumNet pages, have now
been revamped and incorporated into the main University website (https://www.
buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-giving/stay-connected/). We hope you will find them
far more appealing and easier to navigate.
The Buckingham Enterprise and Innovation Unit opened its (new) doors to alumni, current students and local
people for a drinks reception and the opportunity for people to have a look at the space. Here we have the link to a
new promotional film: https://youtu.be/TeMNk4yB8wk with their slogan “It’s you that makes the difference”.

LORD MARK MALLOCH BROWN AND SIR ANTHONY SELDON ANNOUNCE LAUNCHING OF NEW
CENTRE FOR UNITED NATIONS STUDIES.

We were very lucky indeed to welcome the Vice-President of Ghana, His Excellency Dr Mahamudu Bawumia, to
our Humanities ceremony this year, as the Inspirational Speaker. As an alumnus, the graduating students were
honoured to hear him speak from the heart on his own career and the part that Buckingham has played in it.

Europe's first Centre for United Nations Studies, which will be based at the University of Buckingham,
has been launched. It will aim to highlight the importance of the UN among students globally and aid the
peacekeeping body as it adapts to ongoing ever-changing demands, including Brexit.

Our International Marketing Manager (Tino Santonocito) will be visiting Ghana and Nigeria at the end of this month/
early May. If you haven't received the email with all the details, but may be able to see him, please do get in touch
and let us know.
Lastly, we are incredibly grateful for all the support we have had for the Alumni Annual Fund over the past 10 years
(since its inception). All the things we have managed to provide for the current students during that time can be
seen on this link: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-giving/giving/other-ways-to-give/alumniannual-fund/. We will be arranging a tea party in London in the autumn for those who have been involved, so
please expect to hear from us.

The new centre, which was launched by former UN Deputy Secretary General Lord Mark Malloch-Brown
and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Buckingham, Sir Anthony Seldon, will also conduct research and
develop links with UN agencies, other universities and relevant organisations around the world. Priorities
for the Centre are the UN reform and development agenda, global security and health and the challenges
of new technology. A Masters (MA) degree in United Nations and Diplomatic Studies is also on offer at the
centre. The degree combines high level analysis with practical professional training.
To find out more about the pionerring new Centre for United Nations Studies, please see:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/economics-international/the-centre-for-united-nations-studies/

Do hope to see you soon,
With very best wishes,

Anne and the Team
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University Newsy

David Jacques, Senior Research Fellow in Archaeology, is heavily involved in the campaign to save The
Stonehenge World Heritage Site from destruction by a proposed new road tunnel. The road tunnel will
fall inside the boundaries of the World Heritage Site and will irreversibly destroy large tracts of land, and
with it the hidden archaeology it contains. Once gone, it will be gone forever.
There is a hearing in April, and David and his team need to raise £50,000 to fund legal representation.
Please see below the link to their website and fundraising page to find out more.
https://www.saveourstonehenge.org/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save-our-stonehenge
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GRADUATION 2019

Our annual Graduation weekend was held on Friday 22 - Saturday 23 March 2019, followed by The
Swan Ball in the evening of 23 march.
This year, all of the robing, photography and registration took place in the newly opened Vinson Building
on Hunter Street, instead of the usual venue of the Chandos Road Building, it was a wonderful opportunity
to present the new building to graduates and their families. As usual the ceremonies all took place in the
beautiful Church of St Peter and St Paul, and for the reception after the ceremonies, the marquee doors
were linked to the Vinson Building by a canopy, allowing for an impressive entrance.

Professor Lord Smith of
Clifton was awarded the
Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Science of the University.

Professor David Starkey was
awarded the Honorary Degree
of Doctor of Letters of the
University.

Professor Kate Bullen was
awarded the Honorary Degree
of Doctor of Science of the
University.

He was presented his degree at
the Business ceremony.

He was presented his degree at
the Science and HRI ceremony.

She was presented her degree at
the Science and HRI ceremony.

Mrs Anne Miller was awarded
the Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Laws of the University.

Sir Eric Anderson was awarded
the Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Letters of the University.

His Excellency Dr Mahamudu
Bawumia was inspirational
speaker at the humanities
ceremony.

She was presented her degree at
the Law ceremony.

He was presented his degree at
the Education ceremony.

India Edney (Accounting and
Finance, 2019) was awarded
the Edgar Palamountain Medal
for Excellence by Mr Horatio
Palamountain, Grandson of
Edgar Palamountain.

Alisha Mahajan (Computing,
2019) was awarded the
G-Volution Prize for Academic
Distinction by Mr Chris Smith, the
prize donor.

He graduated from Buckingham
in Economics in 1987 and is the
current Vice-President of Ghana.

This year we had graduands from 81 nationalities pass through their graduation ceremony, many wearing
their national dress. It was a wonderful display of our diversity and uniqueness.
In addition to the graduating students, the University had five Honorary Graduates and three prize winners,
who are listed on page 4. We were also incredibly lucky to have alumnus and current Vice-President of
Ghana, His Excellency Dr Mahamudu Bawumia, as an Inspirational Speaker for the Humanities ceremony.
On the Saturday evening, once formal graduation celebrations had come to an end, the marquee was
transformed for the annual Swan Ball. This year the Ball was 'The Great Gatsby' themed, so decoration was
tailored to a 1920s style for the event. It was a fantastic evening with lots of entertainment on offer and the
attendees seemed to have a great time with the event drawing to a close at 6am Sunday morning!
Videos of the ceremonies can be seen on our Youtube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/UniofBuckingham
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Natalie Turney (LLB 2018, LLM
2019) was awarded the Dame
Barbara Shenfield Award by Mr
Martin Shenfield, Dame Barbara's
son.
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ALUMNI NEWS
Thomas Gordon-Colebrooke (English Literature, 2017) and
Alex Paraskeva (LLB, 2017) are travelling across the length of
Sri Lanka in a rickshaw and raising money for the David Shepherd
Wildlife Foundation.
To find out more or to donate, please see:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rikkitikkitom

After graduating with a degree in law, Anton Richardson (LLB, 1995) relocated to Australia
to pursue his passion for kite surfing.
Anton is now a partner of MBA Lawyers at the Gold Coast in Queensland, Australia. MBA Lawyers
is one of the longest established law firms in Queensland and has more Queensland Law Society
Accredited Specialist Lawyers, specialising in more areas of law, than any other firm on the Gold
Coast. In particular, MBA Lawyers has an exceptional reputation as market leaders in the areas
business and commercial law, litigation and family law and can service clients throughout Australia.
MBA Lawyers also has a specialised department dedicated to personal injury law for foreign nationals
injured in Australia.

Tom Kark QC (Law, 1981) and Judy Kark (nee Cornes) (History, 1983) met in 1980 at a party
in Gilbert Scott Road, Buckingham when he was 18 and she was 16.

If you have need of a lawyer in Australia, Anton invites you to contact him and he will ensure that you
receive a level of service befitting a University of Buckingham Alumni.

Tom was a student at Buckingham at the time, along with Judy's older sister, Fiona. They met up
again at the Buckingham Valentine Ball at Stowe school two years later and tentatively began their
relationship. They eventually married in 1989 and are still together. They are pictured above with their
two children, William (26), a Solicitor, and Millie (23), a trainee Occupational Therapist.

As mentioned on pages 3-4, Buckingham alumnus
and current Vice-President of Ghana, His
Excellency Dr Mahamudu Bawumia (Economics,
1987), attended our Humanities Graduation
Ceremony on Friday 22 March.

Tom had a very busy start to 2019. He prosecuted the Shoreham Air Disaster trial at the Old Bailey in
January - February 2019, and in February Tom’s report into the Fit and Proper Person Test in the NHS
commissioned by the Health Minister was published. In March he also appeared before the Commons
Health Select Committee. A very impressive three months!

He was the Inspirational Speaker for the ceremony and
really motivated the graduands. A full write up of his
visit can be found at the link below from a Ghanaian
news site:
https://3news.com/you-are-our-most-distinguishedalumnus-buckingham-university-to-bawumia/

Judy has retrained as a counsellor and has been in private practice for over three years. She offers
integrative counselling in South Kensington in London and has a flourishing private practice. To read
more about Judy and her work, please see: https://southkensingtoncounselling.com/
We would like to congratulate them both on their success and wish them a prosperous future.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
APRIL
27 - 28 April - The first ever Buckingham History Festival. The festival presents Britain’s leading
professional historians — fine communicators who are also great scholars, not simply writers
about the past. Students, staff and alumni receive a 25% discount on ticket prices by using the
code: BUCKS25 at checkout.
Please see the link below for more information and to purchase tickets:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/buckingham-history-festival/

MAY

PHOTO FLASHBACK

15 May - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, “How to talk so people will listen”, a public
lecture by Daniel Hannan MEP. Hannan is a member of the European Parliament and has
recently published a book about how to get the best from Brexit. Not to be missed! To purchase
your ticket, please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

This month's photograph is a little different, taken of Verney Park before extensive
devlopment surrounded the campus. Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

JUNE

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the E-Magazine, please let
Lucy know on the email address above.

6 June - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Marc Vlessing (PEL, 1983)
and The Rt Hon Brandon Lewis, MP (Economics, 1994). Marc is the CEO of Pocket Living and
Brandon is the Chairman of the Conservative Party. They will be giving a “TED style” talk on
“Public/private partnership: how does Government and the private sector perfect the Art?”. To
purchase your ticket, please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

LAST MONTH...
We have heard from an
alumnus that last month's
photograph was taken at a
cultural night in the OTM in
1987/88. It is believed the
woman in the middle is 'Yoko'
and the woman on the right is
'Priya'.

26 - 27 June - The Festival of Higher Education. Whether you are a teacher, higher education
professional, journalist or student, the Festival of Higher Education has much to offer. For more
information and to purchase tickets, please see:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/festival-of-higher-education-2019/

Email Lucy at the email
address above if you recognise
yourself.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY
Friends of the University committee
member, Gillian St Ledger Smith,
has initiated a programme of ‘Easy
Gourmet’ cookery classes to help
improve the life skills of students
living away from home for the first
time.
The aim of the programme is to offer
students the opportunity to attend
informal demonstrations of two or threecourse meal preparations, for up to ten
people, for around £10. The meals use
easily sourced, inexpensive ingredients
that create really tasty meals for the
students and their friends. The free classes are designed to be informal, interactive and lots of fun.
Students bring their own bowls, plates and utensils and conclude the sessions by eating the prepared
dishes. The Friends of the University fund the ingredients for each session. Building on the success of
pilot sessions, a full programme of 'Easy Gourmet' classes began in October 2018.
Alumni and other University supporters are warmly invited to join the Friends of the University. The
Friends run a series of events for members each year and seek to raise funds to help enhance the
experience of students whilst at Buckingham. For more membership information including how to apply,
please visit https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/student-life/university-facilities/friends-of-the-university/

CONTACT US

Study Visit to Cuba 14 - 21 September 2019
Open to all students/alumni and staff
‘A hugely enjoyable trip with a good balance of learning and fun’
(2018 participant)

Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk
and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Following last year’s successful tour, the Department of Politics is once again offering
this study visit to Cuba led by Dr Stephen Wilkinson, who lectures in Latin American
Politics at the University.
*£1,850 (includes: visa, flight, seven nights b&b in the hotel, lunches, some dinners,
English speaking tourist guide, transfers, visits, and based on a shared double room).
Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Please contact melissa.wyley@buckingham.ac.uk to express your interest.
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Helen Watts

Alumni/Graduation Events
Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Lucy Stanislaus

Alumni/Graduation Publications
Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Lionel Ketchakeu Ndambeun
Data Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133
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AN UPDATE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

Graduation is my favourite occasion of the year. I believe
it marks the start of something great, rather than the end
of student life. Buckingham graduates radiate a special
quality; the ability to think; the emotional intelligence;
the resilience and personal impact. These qualities
form the residue of the intensity of our two-year degree,
small group teaching and the positive university. You are
living examples of all that is good about the University of
Buckingham and it is my privilege to know many of you
through your support of the University.
I am reminded about how we live by our motto - 'Allis Propriis Volans' – Flying by our own wings. There
are too few good leaders in the world today, but Buckingham is contributing by producing leaders who
really do fly on their own wings. The Vice President of Ghana, Dr Mahamudu Bawumia (Economics, 1987)
who joined us as Inspirational Speaker at the Humanities Graduation Ceremony, is the living embodiment
of these ideals and we were deeply honoured to welcome him back. It was a joyful moment when he was
reunited with his former tutor, Prof Martin Ricketts.
I am always struck by just how many graduands return with family members who also studied here. I'd
like to say thank you to everyone who has invested their trust in Buckingham. Many of our alumni will
have needed some additional financial help along the way and will have been grateful for the donations
which allowed them to complete their studies. This kindness runs through our culture, it is deep within
the way that The University of Buckingham works and has been given quietly with no fuss or stigma. It is
driven by the desire to find community with like-minded people; with those of tough and independent
spirit, no matter were they are from; no matter their circumstances.
We are proud of the way that students from the most deprived backgrounds are welcomed here; the
hurdles that might have stood in their way can be moved aside. Together we are achieving great things.
To find out more about how you can make a difference to a student, have a look at our new web page:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-giving/giving/invisible-kindness/
Hoping to see you all soon,

