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Dear All,
We are just over two weeks away from Graduation, and I suspect you can
remember the atmosphere that begins to grow on campus over the next
couple of weeks. We are so looking forward to welcoming our student
graduands and their families back to Buckingham. Also, it will be thrilling to
be able to have all the services in the new Vinson Building on Hunter Street.
The marquee will be linked directly to the Vinson Building, which will hopefully
make access much easier. Then, on Saturday evening, the Swan Ball will be back
in the marquee. If you are free to come along, it would be amazing to see you.
To add to the excitement the Business Enterprise Department have arranged a reunion event on Thursday
evening, 21 March, and all alumni/student graduands who would like to are very welcome to come along.
Please see the details below:
BSc Business Enterprise (BBE) started at the University of Buckingham in January 2006 and the MSc
in Entrepreneurial Consultancy & Practice (MECP) started in January 2017, so it is time for a reunion.
We have decided to combine the reunion of BBE and MECP graduates with the opening of the new
Buckingham Enterprise Hub in the magnificent Vinson Building in the middle of the campus.
So, on Thursday, 21st March, the schedule will be:
·
17:30 - 18:00 Arrival
·
18:00 - 19:00 Talks from Alumni and Distinguished Guests
·
19:00 - 21:00 Socialise”
In addition to the festivities, I do, I am afraid, have a piece of sad news. Betty Ridley, Stefan’s (Sports
Officer) wife, passed away on 19th February. I know that many of you will remember her very fondly from
her years working in Student Welfare. Details of the funeral can be found on page 9 if anyone would like
to attend. Our deepest sympathies go to Stefan and their families.
With very best wishes,
Anne
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BIGGEST
PARTY
OF 2019

SATURDAY 23 MARCH
10PM - 6AM
FORMAL DRESS (1920'S OPTIONAL)
TWO BANDS
CASINO
DJ
FREE PHOTOBOOTH
BRAZILIAN DANCERS
COCKTAIL BAR
STREET FOOD STYLE BUFFET
CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN
TICKETS IN ADVANCE ONLY

www.buckingham.ac.uk/swan-ball
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THE FESTIVAL OF HIGHER EDUCATION RETURNS TO CAMPUS
Whether you work in the Education sector, or just follow it closely across the news outlets; the fourth Festival of
Higher Education will inspire the shape of education.
Join the conversation from 26-27 June, where over 40 of the leading voices will be coming together to discuss,
debate and dissect all the issues facing higher education.
For more information and to book your ticket visit www.buckingham.ac.uk/hefestival
Speakers already confirmed include:
•
Chris Skidmore, Minister of State for Universities, Science, Research and Innovation
•
Amanda Spielman, Chief Inspector, Ofsted
•
Nick Hillman, Director, HEPI (Higher Education Policy Institute)
•
Professor Sir Michael Barber, Chair, Office for Students (OfS)
•
Emran Mian, Director General (Interim) of FE and HE at the Department for Education
•
Mary Curnock Cook, Educationalist and former CEO of UCAS
•
Sir Anthony Seldon, Vice-Chancellor, University of Buckingham
•
Alistair Jarvis, CEO of Universities UK
Sparks are set to fly this summer!

MARK ALLEN (LLB, 1986) CEO OF DAIRY CREST
Mark is Chief Executive of Dairy Crest Group plc. Joining in 1991, he has progressed from Business Unit
Managing Director to Chief Executive Officer. He was appointed to The Board in 2002 and became EO
at the end of 2006. Some of his notable projects include the re-development of Dairy Crest’s flagship
cheese manufacturing facility in Davidstow, Cornwall, the home of premier cheese brand Cathedral City
and Davidstow. He also led the sale of the dairies operation to Müller UK & Ireland Group. This was a
transformative moment for Dairy Crest and the wider dairy sector.
In December 2018, Mark was recognised in the New Year’s Honours list for 2019 and awarded an OBE to
services to the dairy industry. In February, it was announced that Dairy Crest would be bought by Saputo.
Mark says:
“I am delighted with the announcement that Dairy Crest has reached an agreement with Canadian dairy
company, Saputo, for it to acquire our business for a value of approximately £975 million. This is an
attractive deal for all of our stakeholders, from employees to farmers, suppliers, customers, pensioners
and shareholders. I am proud of all that I have achieved over the past 12 years here as Chief Executive
and, of course, none of it would have been possible without the qualifications I received from the
University of Buckingham.”
To read more about Mark's success, please see: https://bbc.in/2T9UXRp

ALUMNI NEWS
OGBONNEYA KINGI (LLB 2014, FINANCIAL
SERVICE MANAGEMENT 2017) MARRIED
LAWRENCE IYERE (FINANCE AND INVESTMENT,
2017) ON 21 DECEMBER 2018 IN VICTORIA ISLAND,
LAGOS, NIGERIA. Congratulations to them both on
their recent marriage, we wish them many happy years
together.
Another Buckingham alumna, Khadijah Kebbeh
(Business and Management 2011, Service Management
2012), was a bridesmaid at the wedding.

CURRENT STUDENT, NELSON ARMSTRONG (MBA) IS
ONE OF OUR CANADIAN STUDENTS WHO PLAYS FOR
THE MILTON KEYNES BASED ICE HOCKEY TEAM, MK
LIGHTNING.

JENNIFER
HOLMES (DPHIL
BIOGRAPHNY, 2017)
HAS PUBLISHED A
BOOK, 'A WORKING
WOMAN: THE
REMARKABLE LIFE
OF RAY STRACHEY'.
The book is a
modified version
of the dissertation
Jennifer submitted
as part of her DPhil at
Buckingham. Jennifer says: "Ray Strachey’s life and
personality have kept me fascinated for the nine
years since I started researching her".
To purchase your copy, please see:
https://bit.ly/2GD8j2L

On 17 February Nelson scored the opening goal against the
Cardiff Devils, just 44 seconds into the game. Although they
didnt win that game, they went on to beat Manchester Storm
on 23 February.
We enjoy following the progress of our players, and look
forward to seeing what other successes they will bring to MK
Lightning in the future.

AUSTIN TAY (PSYCHOLOGY WITH
SOCIO-LEGAL STUDIES 2003, LLM
2004) WAS GRANTED HIS PHD IN
INDUSTRIAL AND ORGANISATIONAL
PSYCHOLOGY AT BIRBECK COLLEGE,
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON ON 13
FEBRUARY.

WAFAE BOUMAAZ (MBA,
2011) IS NOW LIVING IN
RABAT, MOROCCO.
She has been working as a
Research Officer in the African
Local Governments Academy
for the past two years.
UCLG is the united voice
and representative of local
governments in Africa.
To find out more about the
work of UCLG, please see:
https://www.uclga.org/whowe-are/

We send our congratulations to Austin on
this fantastic achievement.

THE ALUMNI ANNUAL FUND RECENTLY PUT
FUNDING TOWARDS THE RENOVATION OF THE
REFECTORY IN THE TANLAW MILL. A Deli Bar
was bought to improve food choice for students
and staff, with the choice of fresh salads, chicken,
toasted sandwiches, burritos and burgers all made to order in front of you. We have been waiting for the
new sign to arrive to share the news with you, and it has finally been put in place.

PRINCESS BOLA ADELANI (LLB, 1988) WAS RECENTLY
INTERVIEWED BY K24TV (KENYA'S FIRST 24 HOUR TV
NETWORK). During her interview, she gave several 'shoutouts'
to Buckingham, particularly in in relation to studying Law.

Thank you to all our alumni who support the Alumni Annual Fund. If you would like to find out more about
how you can help improve facilitied for students, please email anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
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Thank you, Princess Bola, for spreading the word!
To watch her interview, please click here: https://bit.ly/2EFdE7d
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH
5 March - Annual SSAFA Lecture: Lieutenant General David Leakey CMG, CVO, CBE 'Black Rod Behind the Scenes in the Palace of Westminster'. Chandos Road Building, 6.30pm. Free entry. To
reserve your seat please email: alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk
22 & 23 March - Annual Graduation Ceremonies.
23 March - The Swan Ball. Tickets available here: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swanball-2019/

APRIL
27 - 28 April - Buckingham History Festival. More information to come at a later date.

PHOTO FLASHBACK

MAY
15 May - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Dan Hannon. More
information to come at a later date.

Do you recognise yourself in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk
If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let
Lucy know on the email address above.

JUNE
6 June - The Vice-Chancellor's Speaker Series, a public lecture by Marc Vlessing and Brandon
Lewis MP. More information to come at a later date.

LAST MONTH...
We have been told that the
photograph from last month
was taken in Verney Park in
around 1992-1994.
Email Lucy at the email
address above if you recognise
yourself.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

CAMPUS CAT BOOK

STUDENT COUNSELLOR, BETTY RIDLEY, SADLY PASSED AWAY
ON TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2O19.

THE UNIVERSITY OF BUCKINGHAM'S
OWN DENNIS THE CAT HAS FEATURED
IN A NEW BOOK ABOUT UNIVERSITY
CAMPUS CATS.

Betty worked at the University for many years in Student Welfare (now
Students First) and was the wife of Sports Officer Stefan Ridley. We
send our thoughts to Stefan and the rest of their family at this hard
time.

The book features 20 campus cats from
all over the world and is published by
the family of the inspiration for the
book, a fluffy white cat called Professor
Doerak from the University of Groningen,
Netherlands.

Betty got to know, and was a huge support to, a lot of students during
her time at the University. Her funeral will take place at 3pm on Friday
8 March at St Peter and St Paul’s Church in Buckingham for any who
would like to attend.

The book certainly makes for a fun
and lighthearted read, and Dennis has
managed to bag himself 4 pages!
UNIVERSITY OF BUCKINGHAM STUDENTS HAVE HELPED TO
REVAMP A LOCAL CAKE BUSINESS.

See the link below to read the E-book:
https://bit.ly/2V5dJ9A

As part of their entrepreneurial studies, students evaluated Lisa
Adam's business, Lisa Adams Cakes, and created plans looking at
the best direction to take the business and how to grow it. Owner
Lisa got to see suggestions and choose which student to work with to
develop her passion for making luxury wedding cakes.
Read more here: https://bit.ly/2T9cWrF

CONTACT US

OUR ANNUAL GRADUATION CEREMONIES TAKE
PLACE THIS MONTH AND WE CAN'T WAIT TO
WELCOME THIS YEAR'S GRADUANDS BACK TO
CAMPUS.

Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk
and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

As usual we will have the large marquee on Beloff
Lawn for the after Graduation meal and The Swan
Ball on the Saturday evening, however this year we
will be utilising the new Vinson Building for robing
and photographs.
Fingers crossed for good weather!

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338
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Helen Watts

Alumni/Graduation Events
Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Lucy Stanislaus

Alumni/Graduation Publications
Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Lionel Ketchakeu Ndambeun
Data Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

10

AN UPDATE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR
As a historian, I believe that the future must be firmly built
upon the foundations of the past and present. Before the
University of Buckingham, there was much discussion of
the need for a different sort of institution. The values of
those early pioneers have influenced everything that has
happened at Buckingham since and they will continue to
influence the future.
I was delighted that so many of our wonderful Alumni
responded to the invitation from the Chairman to come
together to form the first Development and Innovation Advisory
Board. Each brings a particular interest and they travelled from
all over the world for our first meeting in the newly opened
Vinson Building at the end of February. See a photograph of the Board below.
The internationalism of our heritage was expressed by members coming from the Bahamas, South
Africa, Italy, Milton Keynes, London and the USA. Alongside these Alumni, we were also joined by other
custodians of the past including Chloe Woodhead, former Chair of Council (2008-2012), who agreed to
join to help us develop the Student Experience. We are so very fortunate to have adept fundraiser Rory
Tapner as Chairman, to help drive our ambition.
In the short time since this first meeting it feels as if we have new vigour. The first discussions were full of
ambition and confidence and I am looking forward to sharing more of the vision over coming months as
we bring shape to the work to develop a centre for Artificial Intelligence and to build a new facility for the
Law School.
Hoping to see you soon,

