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Dear all,

I write to you from our new “space” in an open plan office on the 2nd Floor of the 
new Vinson Building, with the Development Office team.  It is rather strange 
having so much space, but it is very beautiful space, and we are all getting used to 
working open plan.  We do hope that you will be able to come and visit us at some 
point. We still have the kettle – and biscuits! 

I know that some of you read a message I sent out last week, and the following day 
we had four alumni visit us!  You will see a photograph later in this issue of Iva (Netzova 
– LLM, 2005) and Peter (Simeonov – Business Economics, 2006), and in the background is 
a picture that was very kindly given to us by Ruprecht von Heusinger (Economics, 1993) on condition that we hang 
it where alumni can see it.  

We are now in the run up to Graduation, so we are very busy making arrangements and very much looking forward 
to welcoming back the student graduands and their families towards the end of March.  I do hope that some of 
you may also be coming back for the Swan Ball.  This year we will be back in the marquee and the event takes 
place on Saturday evening, 23rd March, and has a Gatsby theme. Perhaps you could make it the opportunity for a 
reunion at Buckingham!  Do look for the details, and the link, on page 2.

We have a lot of very interesting lectures during the first half of this year and if you are able to come to any of 
them, I think you would enjoy them.  Many more students are now coming to the lectures as they are held in the 
Vinson Building, which the students use as social space for studying, meetings and just getting together.

I was also very impressed to see the number of societies at the Societies Fair at the beginning of term.  Lots of 
sports - including polo, basketball, rugby (the Buckingham team call on University students to play too – a great 
town/gown collaboration). The Japanese Society also get a lot of take up when they make “maki” or “onigiri” and 
sell them in the Mill!

Do come and visit if you get a chance.  It would be super to see you.

With very best wishes from us all, Lucy, Georgia, Lionel, Nasir, Pat and Anne  

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Announcements

for more information go to:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swan-ball-2019/

march

23
2019

venue: 

marquee

on beloff lawn

tickets

£55
until 16 march 2019

10pm 

-
6am

dress:

formal
1920’s optional

18+       card only bar       casino       buffet included       open to all

the biggest party on campus!



PROFESSOR SIMON KEEFE
‘PAPA AND THE MATADOR, ALIVE AND DEAD: HAYDN AND MOZART, 

1792–1810’
Wednesday 27 February 2019, 6 for 6.30pm

The Vinson Building
Tickets £5

This paper compares the receptions of Haydn and Mozart between 1792, the year after Mozart’s death, and 1810, 
the year after Haydn’s. It examines inter alia pivotal events in 1798-1800, compares the fates of the Requiem and 

Creation between 1800 and 1810, and evaluates nascent biographical trends for Haydn in relation to those already 
established for Mozart.

Simon Keefe is J.R. Hoyle Chair of Music at the University of Sheffield.  His ten books on Mozart include most 
recently a major 200,000-word biography, Mozart in Vienna: the Final Decade (Cambridge University Press, 2017); 
in 2005, he was elected a life member of the Academy for Mozart Research at the International Mozart Foundation 

in Salzburg.  He is now writing a book on Haydn and Mozart reception in the long nineteenth century, 1791-1914. 

For more information and to purchase your tickets, please see:  https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-
simon-keefe/ 

THE FESTIVAL OF HIGHER EDUCATION RETURNS TO CAMPUS 

Whether you work in the Education sector, or just follow it closely across the news outlets; the fourth Festival of 
Higher Education will inspire the shape of education. 
Join the conversation from 26-27 June, where over 40 of the leading voices will be coming together to discuss, 
debate and dissect all the issues facing higher ed.
The early bird discount is on sale until 28 February 2019, giving you a reduced 2-day ticket price of £150. 
For more information and to book your ticket visit www.buckingham.ac.uk/hefestival 

Speakers already confirmed include: 
• Chris Skidmore, Minister of State for Universities, Science, Research and Innovation 
• Amanda Spielman, Chief Inspector, Ofsted
• Nick Hillman, Director, HEPI (Higher Education Policy Institute)
• Professor Sir Michael Barber, Chair, Office for Students (OfS)
• Emran Mian, Director General (Interim) of FE and HE at the Department for Education
• Mary Curnock Cook, Educationalist and former CEO of UCAS  
• Sir Anthony Seldon, Vice-Chancellor, University of Buckingham
• Alistair Jarvis, CEO of Universities UK

Sparks are set to fly this summer!

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-simon-keefe/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-simon-keefe/
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/hefestival  
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ALUMNI NEWS

IN 2018, SOME LAW ALUMNI IN TORONTO, CANADA 
CREATED A NETWORKING GROUP AND HELD THEIR 

FIRST MEETING. THE PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE WAS TAKEN 
AT THE EVENT.

The group are meeting again on Friday 29 March 2019 and 
would like to invite any other Law alumni to join them. They 

will be meeting at Joey at Eaton Centre Mall (1 Dundas Street 
West, Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1Z3) at 9pm. Please email Farid 
(LLB, 2014) at farid.zamani@hotmail.com to confirm you 

will be attending. They hope to see you there.

LAURA HUGHES (COMMUNICATION, 
MEDIA AND JOURNALISM, 2018) 
HAS STARTED A NEW POSITION 
AS INTERNAL COMMUNICATION 

MANAGER AT DHL.

Laura is thoroughly enjoying her new 
position. We wish her all the best.

WE WERE DEVASTATED TO HEAR ABOUT 
THE TERRORIST ATTACK IN NAIROBI, 

KENYA.

We sent a message to all Buckingham alumni in 
the area, and are pleased to say that as far as we 

are aware, although some have had family and 
friends affected by the horrific incident, we do not 

believe any Buckingham alumni were lost in the 
attack.

We send our heartfelt condolences to everyone in 
Kenya. Stay strong, Buckingham is thinking of you.

IN JANAURY THE ALUMNI OFFICE MOVED 
FROM YEOMANRY HOUSE TO THE NEW 

VINSON BUILDING. 

We sent an email out to all alumni informing them 
of our move, and were delighted by the number 
of responses we received and we even had four 

visitors last week! Iva Netzova (LLM, 2005) and Peter 
Simeonov (Business Economics, 2006) pictured 
above were the first to visit, with Jordan Mayer 

(Entrepreneurial Consultancy and Practice, 2018) 
and Matthew Campbell (Business Enterprise, 2017)  

joining later on. 

Please do come up and see our new space if you 
are ever in Buckingham, the kettle is always on!

THE UNIVERSITY MOURNS THE LOSS OF ALEXANDER MORGAN-
NASH (MED EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP, 2016). 

Alexander (known by friends as Stuart) sadly passed away on 27 
November 2018, aged 42. He had only been diagnosed with cancer three 
weeks before he died. Alexander leaves behind three children, India, Ella 

and Austin and his wife Nikki.

We send our heartfelt condolences to Alexander's family and friends at 
this difficult time.

GEETA SIDHU-ROBB (LLB, 
1988) FOUNDED HER 

HEALTH AND WEIGHT LOSS 
COMPANY, NOSH DETOX, 

IN 2008. 

Geeta is a trained Health 
Coach and Nutritional 
Therapist and created 

Nosh Detox using all of her 
knowledge. 

To read more about Geeta and 
her work, please see: 

https://noshdetox.com/

mailto:farid.zamani%40hotmail.com?subject=
https://noshdetox.com/


Do you recognise yourself in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let 
Lucy know on the email address above.

Last Month...
It's not too late to reply to last 

month's Photo Flashback.

Email Lucy at the email 
address above if you recognise 
yourself or can tell which year 

it was taken.
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FEBRUARY 

27 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, 'Papa and the Matador, Alive and 
Dead: Haydn and Mozart, 1792-1810', a public lecture by Simon Keefe. The Vinson Building, 6 for 
6.30pm. Tickets £5. For more information please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-

talk-with-simon-keefe/ 

MARCH

5 March - Annual SSAFA Lecture: Lieutenant General David Leakey CMG, CVO, CBE 'Black Rod - 
Behind the Scenes in the Palace of Westminster'. Chandos Road Building, 6.30pm. Free entry. To 

reserve your seat please email: alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk

19 March - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, 'Why I Like Writing About Photographs, 
a public lecture by Alexander McCall Smith. The Vinson Building, 6 for 6.30pm Tickets £5. For 

more information please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-mr-alexander-
mccall-smith/

22 & 23 March - Annual Graduation Ceremonies.

23 March - The Swan Ball. Tickets available here: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swan-
ball-2019/

8

UPCOMING EVENTS

PHOTO FLASHBACK

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-simon-keefe/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-simon-keefe/
mailto:alumni-events%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-mr-alexander-mccall-smith/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-mr-alexander-mccall-smith/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swan-ball-2019/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swan-ball-2019/
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk 
and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Lionel Ketchakeu Ndambeun
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

UNIVERSITY NEWS FIRST AID

The Law School are raising money for a memorial bench in 
memory of Concordia Soanes, who sadly passed away in 2017. 

If you are interested in contributing, please contact Elsbeth at 
elsbeth.millar@buckingham.ac.uk 

LEARN FIRST AID FROM THE EXPERTS! 

Run by qualified doctors with experience of workplace and emergency medicine, our 2 day First Aid 
Response Course, delivered at Milton Keynes University Hospital, will teach you the skills needed to 
administer first aid to casualties with a range of injuries including broken bones, burns and suspected 

allergic reactions. Successful candidates will gain certification valid for 2 years. 

Book now here: www.buckingham.ac.uk/first-aid

January intake and Matriculation

Our new intake arrived on campus from all around the world 
between 16 - 18 January. They all registered in the new Vinson 

Building and had a wonderful array of events prepared for them 
by the Student Union.

On Friday 18 January the University held the matriculation 
ceremony for the new students. As usual, the event was held in 
the Church of St Peter and St Paul a short walk from the Hunter 
Street campus. The Vice-Chancellor, the Deans and the Student 

Union spoke at the event, and individually shook the hands of 
the new students, welcoming them to University life.

THE ALUMNI OFFICE HAS MOVED!

We are now located on the top floor of The Vinson 
Building (directly opposite Yeomanry House) with 

our colleagues from the Development Office.

We are settling in to our new surroundings and 
always welcome visits from our alumni. 

Our new office is locked, so if you do visit you will 
need to report to reception and ask them to call us.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:elsbeth.millar%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/first-aid


AN UPDATE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

Over the coming weeks, members of the new Development and Innovations Board will be gathering, 
under the Chairmanship of Rory Tapner.  A number of alumni from across the globe have agreed to 
serve on the board and their role will be to help us build on Buckingham's tradition to embrace new 
opportunities. Together we hope to expand on major contributions to Law, AI and the digital sciences. 
The work of the board will also reflect the University's caring atmosphere. Last year nearly one million 
pounds was made available to the most vulnerable of our students. Without this invisible kindness, they 
might never have gone to university, and for some, who had run into unforeseen difficulties along their 
educational path, it meant that they were able to go on to graduate. I am greatly moved by the many acts 
of kindness that allowed us to support these students and I am excited to see how the work of the board 
will help us to advance invisible kindness further.

I'm so looking forward to our annual Graduation ceremonies in a few weeks time. We love to celebrate 
the achievements of individual students and the commitment that helped them get to Buckingham in 
the first place. We hope they stay in touch with us and become part of our thriving and devoted alumni 
community. 

At dinner with the student executive last week, I was heartened when they all said how much they were 
enjoying the Buckingham experience and how happy they would be if their children were to grow into 
Buckingham students and graduates.  And so, the great wheel turns. 

We look forward to welcoming you back soon.

I am writing this message to you on the eve of Chinese 
New year.  A time to reflect on our great good fortune. 
I wish that you could see how the university is being 
transformed.

The vision that Lord Vinson had for a new building is like a 
dream come true. As soon as the doors were opened, the 
cafe and bookshop were buzzing. The open plan cafe area 
has become a hub not just for socialising, but for studying 
too. Students from all over the University gather in large 
groups to study and exchange ideas in the beautiful 
surroundings. It is exactly as we all envisaged.

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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