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Happy New Year
The Swan Ball 2019 - Alumni Welcome!

Welcome

Announcements

Dear all,
Welcome to 2019 - the year of the Wild Boar! On behalf of everyone at the
University we in the Alumni Office wish you a very happy, healthy and prosperous
New Year. We also hope that there will be plenty of opportunities for us to interact
and meet with many of you in the coming months.
As you will see on the page opposite, one of the first opportunities will be the Swan
Ball which takes place this year on Saturday, 23 March. For all students who have
just done their finals we look forward to welcoming you back to the Graduation that
weekend, and hopefully also to the Swan Ball. However, our alumni are also more
than welcome to attend the event and we hope that many of you will. This year we are back in the marquee on
Beloff Lawn. We have invited Viramundo, the Brazilian dance band who went down SO well a few years ago and DJ
Jam Jam will also be with us. I know that he has entertained many of you over the years and is a firm favourite.
We also have the Vice-Chancellor’s Lecture series booked for the first three months of the year. Please do have a
look on page 7 and if you are in the area and free to come to any of these it would be super to see you there.
We will also be arranging the annual reunion for October with details of this being released in a month or so.
We are aware that a summer party is being mooted amongst a group of alumni and we hope to be able to help
support this. We have a marquee here for the week ending 29 June, and on the evening of that Saturday we may
be able to help with arrangements for a big get-together if that would be helpful? We would need a key group of
local alumni to help us so if you are interested please get in touch on anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
I shall very much hope to see you in the Alumni Office (which moves into the new Vinson Building at the end of this
month) or at an event during 2019.

the biggest party on campus!

With very best wishes,
Anne
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AN ‘IN CONVERSATION’ WITH
SIR JOHN HOLMES
Monday 21 January 2019, 6 for 6.30pm
The Vinson Building
Tickets £5
Sir John is the chairman of the Electoral Commission and therefore at the heart of our most precious
democratic process - our right to vote. At this sensitive time in our recent history and with the
potential for both a general election and another referendum, his discussion with Buckingham ViceChancellor and parliamentary commentator, Sir Anthony Seldon, will be absolutely fascinating.
Educated at Preston Grammar School and Balliol College, Oxford, Sir John joined the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office in 1973. He served in a number of roles in various cities, including Moscow, Paris, New Delhi, Lisbon and
London until 1995 when Sir John joined the then Prime Minister, John Major, as his Private Secretary (Overseas
Affairs) and his diplomatic advisor.
After Tony Blair was appointed Prime Minister in 1997, Sir John continued his role until 1999. He became Private
Secretary and was an important figure in the Good Friday Agreement.
In 1999 Sir John started a new career path after he was appointed as the British Ambassador in Lisbon. He held
this position until becoming the British Ambassador in Paris from 2001 - 2007. Sir John has also held positions as
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator.
Please see https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/in-conversation-with-sir-john-holmes/ for more information
and to purchase your ticket.

PROFESSOR SIMON KEEFE

‘PAPA AND THE MATADOR, ALIVE AND DEAD: HAYDN AND MOZART,
1792–1810’
Wednesday 27 February 2019, 6 for 6.30pm
The Vinson Building
Tickets £5
This paper compares the receptions of Haydn and Mozart between 1792, the year after Mozart’s death, and 1810,
the year after Haydn’s. It examines inter alia pivotal events in 1798-1800, compares the fates of the Requiem and
Creation between 1800 and 1810, and evaluates nascent biographical trends for Haydn in relation to those already
established for Mozart.
Simon Keefe is J.R. Hoyle Chair of Music at the University of Sheffield. His ten books on Mozart include most
recently a major 200,000-word biography, Mozart in Vienna: the Final Decade (Cambridge University Press, 2017);
in 2005, he was elected a life member of the Academy for Mozart Resarch at the International Mozart Foundation in
Salzburg. He is now writing a book on Haydn and Mozart reception in the long nineteenth century, 1791-1914.
For more information and to purchase your tickets, please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-withsimon-keefe/

Alumni News
We are delighted to announce that Deba Bardhan
Correia ( MSc Service Management, 2001) has
recently taken up the position of Dean of the
Business School. Having graduated with a
distinction in 2001, Deba married fellow student
Jorge Pinto Correia ( MSc Service Management, 2000
and DPhil Business Management, 2007) and they
have since made Buckingham their home living here
with their two sons, Noah and Tiam.

Katie Balaam (Business
Studies, 2004 and Senior
Accounting Lecturer) and
her husband, Chris Mitchell,
recently welcomed a baby
girl to their family.

Deba has worked at the University since 2001 in several
roles involving both undergraduate and postgraduate
programmes with her first key appointment as Programme
Director, Service Management after the retirement of V S
Mahesh in 2009.

Emily May Mitchell was born on
3 September 2018. The couple
also have a son, Thomas.

It's great to have an alumnus as Dean and we hope that
Deba enjoys her new position at the University.

Abimbola Ajose-Adeogun
(LLB, 2017) has been called
to the Nigerian Bar.
Congratulations Abimbola on
your success. We send our
very best wishes to you for the
future.

Congratulations to them
all on their new arrival.

Aaron Tate (LLB 2017, LLM
2019) has had a busy time since
graduating. Aaron is studying
the BPTC at Nottingham Law
School and has been awarded
two scholarships from Gray's Inn:
The Steen Award and the Hebe
Plunkett Award. He is also taking
part in the Gray's Inn mooting
competition in which he has
progressed to the second round,
taking place in January 2019.
Good Luck Aaron!

Uchechukwu Ugwu (LLB 2016) has
recently become a Barrister at
the Supreme Court of Nigeria.

Mavi Mudiaga-Erhueh (LLB, 2010) was recently nominated
for The Future Awards Africa Prize for Professional
Services.

We send Uchechukwu our
congratulations on this success and
wish her all the best in her career.

Although unfortunately this time Mavi did not win, being
nominated is a major achievement.

Claudia Di Loreto (International Studies
with French, 2012) and her husband
Jayme welcomed twin boys to their family
earlier this year.

Congratulations Mavi!

Rafael and Nicolas are pictured above with
Claudia. Claudia and Jayme also have another
son, Leonardo.

To read more about Mavi's nomination please see:
http://thefutureafrica.com/awards/the-future-awards-africaprize-for-professional-service/

Congratulations to them all!

Olga Rumble (European Studies, 1991)
started her own small company selling
organic skincare products, The Rose Tree.
Olga sells online in the UK but also ships to a
number of countries around the world.
"My skincare is for real women, I focus on
ingredients that actually make a difference. I
like organic; I like my skincare ingredients to not
have been 'fiddled' with too much."
For more information please see Olga's website:
https://www.therosetree.co.uk/
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Upcoming Events
January
18 January - Matriculation Ceremony for new students.
21 January - 'In Conversation' with Sir John Holmes. The Vinson Building, 6 for 6.30pm. Tickets £5.
For more information please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/in-conversation-with-sir-johnholmes/

February
27 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, 'Papa and the Matador, Alive and Dead:
Haydn and Mozart, 1792-1810', a public lecture by Simon Keefe. The Vinson Building, 6 for 6.30pm.
Tickets £5. For more information please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-simonkeefe/

Photo Flashback

March

Do you recognise yourself in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

5 March - Annual SSAFA Lecture: Lieutenant General David Leakey CMG, CVO, CBE 'Black Rod - Behind
the Scences in the Palace of Westminster'. Chandos Road Building, 6.30pm. Free entry. To reserve your
seat please email: alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email
address above.

19 March - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, 'Why I Like Writing About Photographs, a public
lecture by Alexancer McCall Smith. The Vinson Building, 6 for 6.30pm Tickets £5. For more information
please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/a-talk-with-mr-alexander-mccall-smith/

Last Month...

22 & 23 March - Annual Graduation Ceremonies.

Nina Ressle (Business
Studies, 1996) has contacted
us to say that the photo from
December's E-Magazine was
taken at The Swan Ball in
1997. Nina is pictured in the
photograph herself, next to her
sister and friends.

23 March - The Swan Ball. Tickets available here: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swanball-2019/
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University News

Alumni Office Staff
By the end of January the Alumni Office will have relocated to the new Vinson Building, directly opposite Yeomanry
House. Please do come and visit us in our impressive new surroundings!

Sarah Rush, PA to the Vice-Chancellor's Office, left the
University on 20 December 2018.

You will mainly hear from the Alumni Office staff listed each month below in the 'Contact Us' section.
However, there are three other important faces within our department that you should be aware of:

Sarah originally joined the University in July 1977 working as a junior
to the Principal’s Secretary. She went on to work with the Schools of
History, Politics and English Literature (HPE); Politics, Economics and
Law (PEL), and she looked after the American students who studied
at Buckingham for a semester. She left early in 1984 but returned in
August 1990 to work in the Alumni Office. Her other roles have been
with the Friends of the University, organising Concerts & Lectures
and in the Foundation Office (fundraising). She moved to the ViceChancellor’s office in January 2013 and has been a vital support to
the office ever since.

Georgia Davies - Georgia is currently working with us covering Helen's maternity
leave. Georgia is graduating from the University with BA English Studies in March,
and will be with us four days per week until June 2019.

We wish Sarah all the best in her new ventures and will miss seeing
her around campus.

Pat Smith - Pat worked full time at the University for many years and officially
retired in 2006. Pat now works part time a few months a year and plays a huge
role in organising Graduation, as well as supporting other alumni events.

Nasir Ibrahim - Nasir is currently studying PhD Computing at Buckingham and
works with us two days per week alongside his studies. Nasir uses his computer
knowledge to help keep the alumni database running smoothly and efficiently.

Contact Us
Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we
will get back to you as soon as possible.

The University of Buckingham took part in Buckingham's annual Christmas Parade.
This year the University's float was 'Buckingham Uni-Corns'. Many staff took part in creating the display as well as
performing on the day. We think you'll agree that they all looked fantastic. They won third place and preparations
for December 2019 have already begun!

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338
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Helen Watts

Alumni/Graduation Events
Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Lucy Stanislaus

Alumni/Graduation Publications
Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Lionel Ketchakeu Ndambeun
Data Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133
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An Update From the Vice-Chancellor
Whether a pro, con or undecided, we can all agree, with Brexit just
around the corner, that these are extraordinary times.
We’re going to need to galvanise ourselves as a nation, as we
have not done since 1945 and after we leave the EU, unite around
common goals. One flicker of optimism and hope is the way that the
Universities are pulling together in this region.
The University of Buckingham is performing the role of broker in the
formation of the Oxford-to-Cambridge Arc Universities Group. ViceChancellors at the other nine universities in the group have joined
me in signing a communique to support the industrial strategy. The beautiful new Vinson Building is playing host
to a summit meeting to work out how we can add to the mix. The power of these great universities is staggering:
a turnover of £5 bn and an economic contribution per annum of £13 bn creating in excess of 5,000 jobs per
year from spin-out ventures. Buckingham is able to play a pioneering role, not because we have great armies
of researchers, but because of our ability to act as innovators and respond rapidly to change. I will keep you
updated on the progress of the group.
The Vinson Building was vibrant and full of life as soon as it was opened. The airy open space is available to all
members of the community and is becoming a focal point for business and community meetings as well as
setting a new standard for teaching facilities at Buckingham. I do hope that you will come and see it soon.
The words of Alumna and Benefactor, Susanne Klatten, who has done so much for entrepreneurship and
enterprise education, have stayed with me since the grand opening. Susanne spoke about the new building,
which brings economics and entrepreneurship together into one space, using the metaphor of a ship leaving a
harbour. We are all on a journey. But it is pointless if we do not set out on a journey. And as we contemplate the
rough waters ahead, we shouldn't remain comfortable and safe, we should not be afraid to rock the boat. That is
exactly what I intend to do in 2019 as we navigate choppy waters. Thank you, Susanne, for showing us the way.
Finally, we have our annual Swan Ball celebration on 23 March. The event is open to all students, alumni and
staff and is a wonderful opportunity to reunite with your friends from Buckingham. Tickets are available at a
discounted rate until 31 January and there's some great entertainment lined up. Do come along if you can.
Hoping to see you soon,
Anthony

