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Summary of Programme 
The Department of International Studies recognises the connection between the academic discipline of 
Politics and the cognate discipline of Economics. This new programme allows students to understand 
contemporary political systems in Europe, the Americas and East Asia, whilst also appreciating the 
economic implications of these systems. 

Politics, involving the study of Political Science and Political Theory, has been at the heart of 
Buckingham since the University was founded in 1973. The interdisciplinary subject allows students to 
evaluate political concepts and theories, as well as understanding ‘otherness’ of people and societies 
around the world. 

The Economics modules examine decision-making in the context of a market economy, and the 
institutional supports for such an economy to operate effectively. They deal with cutting-edge issues, 
such as the problems of achieving macroeconomic and exchange-rate stability, and also issues from the 
wider economic field: the allocation of resources to health, and raising environmental quality, for 
example. 
Students will gain a comprehensive knowledge that can be adapted to a wide range of careers. This 
programme gives students an ideal preparation for careers in diplomacy, international business, 
journalism, politics and education, as well as the academic grounding to pursue further studies in Global 
Affairs, History, Politics or International Relations. 
 

Educational Aims of the Programme 
1. To promote understanding of the contemporary political systems in Europe, USA and East Asia 
2. To enable the evaluation of political concepts and theories; and 
3. To assess different approaches to the study of international relations 
4. To introduce students to the critical assessment of arguments and evidence.  
5. To give students an appreciation of the subject matter of economics, and also to give a feeling 

for, and an understanding of, those presuppositions that underlie the subject. 
6. To produce scholars who have a heightened awareness of international trends and who are well 

prepared for the workplace. 
 



 
 

Programme Outcomes 
Knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. demonstrate knowledge of the major 
political systems in Europe, the USA 
and East Asia 

2. appreciate the basic concepts of 
normative and positive political 
analysis 

3. demonstrate understanding of the 
alternative approaches to IR 

4. appreciate the complexity and 
diversity of political events 

5. evaluate the subject matter of 
economics, and understand the 
presuppositions that underlie the 
subject 

 
 
 

 

→ 
 
 

Teaching/Learning Strategy 
Explain the teaching and learning methods and strategies used 
to help students achieve each part of the knowledge and 
understanding 
 
Seminars, plus interaction and dialogue with 
students on a one to one basis.  Students are 
mainly examined by written examination, but in 
most courses there is an essay requirement of 
about 25% of the total.  In addition, most courses 
require additional essays that are not part of the 
assessed marks. (ILOs 1-5) 
 
These skills cannot, we believe, be communicated 
directly.  They are acquired as part of the general 
learning process.  Of particular importance is 
extensive reading, which we encourage and 
dialogue and interaction between students and 
staff.  We consider that interaction between staff 
and students is essential in an effective degree 
programme. (ILO’s 1-5) 
 

 
 
 

→ 
 

Assessment Strategy: 
Explain the strategies used to assess the achievement of each 
part of the knowledge and understanding  
 
The majority of courses are assessed by 3 hour 
written examinations at the end of the course.  In 
addition there is usually course work, mainly written 
essays. (ILO’s 1-5) 
 
Students are expected to attend lectures and 
tutorials, although such attendance is not made 
part of the assessment.  Typically, the final 
examination comprises 75% of total marks, while 
the essay makes up the remaining 25%. (ILO’s 1-5) 
 

Cognitive (thinking) skills: 
 

1. enjoy improved powers of reasoning 
and analysis 

2. appreciate the complexity of 
international problems 

3. develop heightened awareness of 
the differences in culture, values 
and political and economic structure 

 
 

 
 

→ 
 
 

Teaching/Learning Strategy: 
Explain the teaching and learning methods and strategies used 
to help students achieve each part of the cognitive skills 
 
Lectures and small group tutorials.  Some courses 
involve the use of informal class presentations and 
all involve essay writing. (CS’s 1-3) 
 

 
 

→ 
 
 

Assessment Strategy: 
Explain the strategies used to assess the achievement of each 
part of the cognitive skills  
 

1. preparation for and participation in weekly 
tutorials and seminars (CS’s 1-3) 

2. submission of written coursework (CS’s 1-3) 
3. preparation for written examinations (CS’s 

1-3) 
 



 
 

Practical/Transferable skills (able to): 
 

1. use reasoned argument orally and 
in written work 

2. apply key political concepts to 
problems of international concern 

3. distinguish objective arguments 
from bias, special pleading and 
ideology and 

4. extract arguments and information 
from books, journals and electronic 
sources for essay writing and 
examination preparation purposes 

5. express arguments clearly, both 
verbally and in writing 

6. organise time and work 
independently 

7. locate and use information from the 
library, electronic and other sources 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

→ 
 

Teaching/Learning Strategy: 
Explain the teaching and learning methods and strategies used 
to help students achieve each part of the practical/transferable 
skills 
 

1. discussion re organisation and planning of 
coursework (PS 1-2) 

2. submission of assessed work in time for 
agreed deadlines (PS 1-2) 

3. planned examination revision (PS 1-2) 
 

 
 

→ 
 
 

Assessment Strategy: 
Explain the strategies used to assess the achievement of each 
part of the practical/transferable skills 
 
courses are assessed by a combination of 
assessed essays (25% of marks, typically) and 
examination (75% of marks, typically) 
students are normally expected to submit four 
essays over two terms for each 30 unit course and 
two essays in one term for each 15 unit course (PS 
1-2) 
 

External Reference Points 
The following reference points were used in designing the programme 

 
• Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 

(http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/quality-code-A1.aspx); 
• Relevant Subject Benchmark Statement(s) 

(http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/quality-code-A2.aspx);  
• Other (list) 
 
Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and 
the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if 
he/she takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.  More detailed information on 
the learning outcomes, content and teaching, learning and assessment methods of each course 
unit/module can be found in the departmental or programme handbook.  The accuracy of the information 
contained in this document is reviewed annually by the University of Buckingham and may be checked 
by the Quality Assurance Agency. 
 
 
Programme Director(s) 
Name(s): 
 

Dr Paul Graham 

Date approved by School 
Learning and Teaching 
Committee 

N/A 

Date approved by School 
Board of Study 

April 2014 

Date approved by University 
Learning and Teaching 
Committee 

May 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/quality-code-A1.aspx
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/quality-code-A2.aspx


 
 

POLITICS AND ECONOMICS [BA] 
January Entry 
All modules are 15 units, except where specified as 30 units. 
 

 COMBINED HONOURS 

Term YEAR ONE 

1 
Winter 

ONE of: 
Government and Politics 
of the UK and the US [5] 
Comparative Politics: Iran 
and Russia [4] 

Principles of Microeconomics 
[4]  Quantitative Methods 1 [4] 

2 
Spring 

The European Union in 
the International System 
[4] 

Principles of 
Macroeconomics [4] Quantitative Methods 2 [5] 

 THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 

3 
Summer 

Political Communication 
[4] 

 
Macroeconomic Theory [5] 
 

Microeconomic Theory [5] 

4 
Autumn 

Introduction to Political 
Theory [4] Macroeconomic Policy [5] Microeconomic Policy [5] 

 THE PART 1 EXAMINATION 

 YEAR TWO 

5 
Winter 

ONE of: 
Freedom [5]    
Government and Politics 
of China [6]   

TWO of:  
History of Economic Thought [6] 
Industrial Organisation and Strategy [6] 
Regulation and Privatisation [6] 

6 
Spring 

 
Politics of Latin America 
[5]  
 

Political Psychology 
[6] 

ONE of:  
Issues in Developing Economies 
and the MENA Region [6] 
Public Sector Economics [6] 
The Economics of the Labour 
Market [6] 
Welfare Economics [6] 

 THE PART 2 STAGE 1 EXAMINATION 

7 
Summer 

The Politics of the Middle 
East: Issues and Themes 
[5] 

The Bipolar World 1945- 
1975 [6] 

ONE of:  
International Economics [6] 
Legal Economics 1 [6] 
Money, Banking and 
Financial Markets [6]  

8 
Autumn 

International Relations: 
Theories and Concepts 
[6] 

The New International  
Society 1975-2005 [6] 

ONE of:  
Legal Economics 2 [6] 
The Economics of Europe [5] 
Philosophy of Social Science 
[6] 

 THE PART 2 STAGE 2 EXAMINATION 
 
 
  



 
 

POLITICS AND ECONOMICS [BA] 
September Entry 
All modules are 15 units, except where specified as 30 units. 
 

 COMBINED HONOURS 

Term YEAR ONE 

1 
Autumn Introduction to Political Theory [4]  Principles of Macroeconomics [4] 

 THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 1 

2 
Winter Principles of Microeconomics [4] Quantitative Methods 1 [4] 

3 
Spring 

The European Union in the 
International System [4] Quantitative Methods 2 [5] 

 THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 2 

4 
Summer 

Political Communication 
[4] 

The Politics of the Middle 
East: Issues and Themes [5]  Microeconomic Theory [5] 

 5 
Autumn 

US Foreign Policy in 
Post Cold War Era [5] The Economics of Europe [5] Microeconomic Policy [5] 

  THE PART 1 EXAMINATION 

 YEAR TWO 

6 
Winter 

ONE of: 
Freedom [5] 
Government and 
Politics of China [6]   

Government and Politics of 
the UK and the US [5] 

ONE of:  
History of Economic Thought [6] 
Industrial Organisation and 
Strategy [6] 
Regulation and Privatisation [6] 

7 
Spring 

Politics of Latin America 
[5]  Political Psychology [6] 

ONE of: 
Issues in Developing Economies 
and the MENA Region [6] 

Public Sector Economics [6] 

Welfare Economics [5] 
The Economics of the Labour 
Market [6] 

 THE PART 2 STAGE 1 EXAMINATION 

8 
Summer 

International Economics 
[6] Macroeconomic Theory [5] 

ONE of:  
Legal Economics 1 [6] 
Money, Banking and Financial  
Markets [6] 

9 
Autumn 

International Relations: 
Theories and Concepts 
[6] 

Philosophy of Social Science 
[6] Macroeconomic Policy [5] 

  THE PART 2 STAGE 2 EXAMINATION 
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