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MA in Archaeology: Stonehenge and the First Britons 

Qualification Start Date FT or PT Entry Requirements Assessment 

Master of Arts 
(MA) 

  

September  

  

Full-time 

  

First or second honours degree or relevant experience 

For required level of English, please refer to 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/international/englishlanguage-requirements/ 

Dissertation 

  

 
 

Course Outline 
 
The University of Buckingham’s research MA in Archaeology: Stonehenge and the First Britons offers a 
unique opportunity to study the subject of archaeology and the celebrated site. 
 
The World Heritage Site of Stonehenge has intrigued scholars for centuries, with each succeeding 
generation learning more about the 
site and its setting, amongst the other 
henges and richly furnished burial 
barrows located on Salisbury Plain. 
This groundbreaking London-based 
programme is led by David Jacques, 
director of the internationally 
significant excavations at 
Vespasian’s Camp, near 
Stonehenge, and supported by the 
latest generation of archaeologists to 
work in the area. Located just 1,500m from Stonehenge, and 500m from Blue Stonehenge, the 
Vespasian’s Camp site is providing new evidence for the first humans to occupy the Stonehenge 
landscape during the Mesolithic period. Tantalising new discoveries from these excavations suggests 
that this site may begin to explain why Stonehenge was built where it was. 
 
There will be opportunities for students to take part in field work at the site as well as visit the 
archaeological sites in the Stonehenge landscape. 
 
 

Seminars - The History, Theories and Practices of Archaeology 
 

 
The programme runs between September and the following 
September, and includes a series of ten research seminars and two 
dissertation workshops. There will be a buffet dinner at the end of 
each seminar. The seminars will be held in the University of 
Buckingham’s London offices in Bloomsbury: 51 Gower Street, 
London, WC1E 6HJ.  
 

Applications & enquiries: 
 
Miss Maria Floyd 
Humanities Research Institute Admissions Assistant 
University of Buckingham 
Tel: +44 (0)1280 827514 
E: humanitiespg-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk 
 
For enquiries about course content, please 
contact David Jacques, Course Director 
E: david.jacques@buckingham.ac.uk 
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Fieldwork – Site Visits & Excavations 
 
In addition to the seminars, there will be an opportunity to take part in two field trips each term, taking 
place over a long weekend. This element of the course is not compulsory and so will not be assessed, 
but for those intending to conduct field work of their own, they provide the student with an indispensable 
introduction to the techniques involved in archaeological fieldwork. Fieldwork will be centred at the Blick 
Mead archaeological site, near Stonehenge. Full training will be given in field techniques by David 
Jacques and two other professional archaeologists, Tom Philips (Oxford Archaeology) and Tom Lyons 
(British Museum). 

During each weekend, students will also have the 
opportunity to take part in guided tours. Sites 
visited over the two weekends will include the 
World Heritage Sites of Stonehenge, and its 
associated Cursus, Avenue, and barrow fields as 
well as other sites of interest. 

Accommodation in Amesbury will be arranged and 
each weekend will include a dinner for all those 
taking part. 

Assessment 

The MA degree is awarded on the basis of the dissertation, which should be no fewer than 20,000 
words. The supervisor provides advice in identifying and defining a research topic, assisting the student 
in locating sources and developing approaches to the chosen topic. Supervisors and students meet 
regularly, and the supervisor is the student’s primary contact for academic advice and support. 

Associate Students 
 
The university also offers the option of undertaking the course as Associate student, whereby the 
seminar programme may be enjoyed as a self-contained survey of Stonehenge and its landscape and of 
British prehistoric archaeology. This status will enable the student to attend the research seminars, as 
well as optional field trips, but does not require the submission of written work. Associate students are 
not registered for, and do not receive, the MA degree. 
 
Fees 
 
The fees for UK/EU students are £7,860 for MA students and £2,625 for Associates. Fees include 
seminar refreshments and hotel expenses at Amesbury for full-time students, and seminar refreshments 
for Associates. 
 
Further information about fees and fee status can be found on our postgraduate tuition fees page: 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/fees/postgraduate.  
 
Applications 
 
For more information and to apply, please visit: 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/archaeology                                             


