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POLICY, PROCEDURE AND GUIDANCE FOR RESEARCH DEGREES 
 

FAIR DEALING AND THIRD PARTY COPYRIGHT 

i. The rules on ‘fair dealing for the purposes of criticism and review’ apply to sources and 
authorities quoted within the thesis, so it is normal to quote widely via the usual scholarly 
protocols. However, in cases where it is appropriate, it is important to request permission to use 
copyright material created by other people (3rd party copyright materials) at the time of writing 
the thesis if, as is now likely, it is to be made available electronically, as for example, in the 
Library’s digital archival repository or on British Library’s EThOS (see ‘Notice of Intention to 
Submit a Thesis for a Higher Degree’, appendix 5). Where copyright permissions are required 
and are not forthcoming from the rights owners, third-party material might have to be removed 
from the thesis. Alternately, the thesis may only be made available in the University Library as 
hard copy, since print theses deposited in the Library are legally seen as unpublished 
manuscripts. The supervisor should advise the student on these matters. 
 

ii. For the requirements of theses for the different higher degrees by research, see Section 1 on 
‘Higher Degrees’. For the MA by research, MSc by research, and LLM by research, see also the 
Grade Descriptors in Appendices 9, 10, and 11 respectively, which make clear the expectations 
in each case. 

COPYRIGHT: 

iii. Ownership of copyright of a research degree thesis resides with the Research Student unless 
there is a separate contract to the contrary.  

DATA PROTECTION:  

iv. Researchers must familiarise themselves and only process personal information of third parties in 
accordance with the University’s Data Protection Policy and Privacy Notice. Works submitted 
should be anonymised wherever possible unless the personal data contained therein is already 
widely available in the public domain. If it is necessary to include personal information that is not 
in the public domain, the express consent of the individuals concerned must be obtained prior to 
submitting the work. 

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/privacy-policy/  
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