
Special Regulations and Examination Requirements for the Conferment of the 
Degree of LLB 

 
These Special Regulations should be read in conjunction with the General Regulations for First Degrees 
 
Preliminary Examination 
 
1. A candidate who has failed to attend or complete module requirements will not normally be permitted 

to proceed until the module has been completed.  Exceptionally, the Dean may permit the candidate 
to complete the module requirement with a maximum value of 30 units at the same time as attending 
the modules leading to the Part I.  In no circumstances however can a missing preliminary module 
requirement be completed after the Part I stage. 

 
2.  Where a candidate has completed the module requirements but has failed in one or more 

elements of the Preliminary Examination the candidate may be permitted by the Board of 
Examiners to proceed to the modules for the Part I Examination carrying the failed element(s) 
which the candidate shall have the opportunity to redeem by re-sitting at a further examination at 
the time of the Part I Examination.   

 
Failures in Law  
 
3.  Where a student has failed 60 units or more at the second attempt the student's studies shall be 

terminated. 
 
  
Intercalation 
 
4.1  With the permission of the Dean a student may intercalate two terms after the completion of the 

Preliminary Examination and before admission to the modules leading to the Part 2 Stage 2. 
 
4.2 Where a student spends a period of study at another university under one of the schemes currently 

operated by the School of Law, the student may, with the permission of the Dean, be credited with 
up to 90 units by virtue of modules completed in that other university.  Approval of the modules to 
be offered must be obtained prior to embarking upon the programme. 

 
 
Dissertation Substitution 
 
5.  A dissertation may be substituted for one Part 2 Law Option only, if: 

i) two tutors are prepared to confirm that the candidate is capable of independent research 
and is potentially of a good 2:1 standard; 

ii) a further tutor agrees to act as a supervisor and the topic of the dissertation is agreed with 
that tutor [by week two of either the Winter term or Summer term]. 

The dissertation should be between 8000-10000 [eight thousand to ten thousand] words in length 
and should present an argument rather than being merely descriptive, but should not necessarily 
require entirely original research. 

 
6. Examination Regulation 
 
6.1 If a candidate’s aggregate mark is 40% or above when exam and coursework elements are combined, 

the candidate will only be credited with that aggregate mark if their mark in the examination is 35% or 
above and the coursework is 25% or above.  

 
 
7. Re-sit Regulations 
 
7.1 If a candidate’s mark in the examination is less than 35% the candidate must re-sit the examination.  If 

the candidate’s aggregate mark following re-sit is above 40%, the candidate will only be accredited with 
a mark of 40% overall. 

 



7.2 If a candidate’s mark in the coursework is less than 25% the candidate must re-submit the 
coursework. The resubmitted coursework will be capped at 40% but may be combined with the exam for 
an aggregate that exceeds 40%. If the candidate fails to resubmit, the candidate will receive a mark of 
0%.  

 
7.3 When a sanction is imposed for an academic misconduct which results in a mark of 0% in coursework, 

with no right to resubmit that coursework for a capped mark, the requirement for a minimum of 25% in 
the coursework element will be waived. 

 
 


