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Grand Opening of The Vinson Building

Merry Christmas!
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Already December and the end of another year!  What a year it has been as well.  In 
the Alumni Office we have travelled north, and south, to visit our alumni with the Vice-
Chancellor.  Manchester in May, and Bath in September.  Thank you so much to those of 
you who attended.  

We also arranged the 2018 Graduation ceremonies and Swan Ball and are now well into 
preparations for the 2019 events.  If you are free to get a group together and come along to 
the Swan Ball, it would be wonderful to see you.  We have a Gatsby theme for the Ball this 
year, and we are back in the marquee on Beloff Lawn.  Please keep an eye on the link in this 
issue for updated details and do try to get an “early bird” ticket if you would like to come.

I was very fortunate to be able to travel to China twice this year.  Firstly to Beijing and in November to both Shanghai and 
Hong Kong.  You will read about this trip later on, but for me it was the very first time to go to either of these cities and to be 
able to meet with our alumni there.  I enjoyed it so much, and hope to visit again.  I was also fortunate enough to be involved 
in the organisation of an Honorary Degree ceremony in New York.  Again, a first for me and another wonderful opportunity to 
meet with our alumni.  It seems to have been a year of visits, and I hope it will continue.

Our end of year party, held in Speakers House, London, was a chance to meet with current and past staff, as well as alumni 
and current students.  With around 120 guests attending it was a very happy event.  We thank the Speaker, the Rt Hon John 
Bercow, MP, so very much for allowing us the use of these historic and very splendid rooms overlooking the Thames. 

Lastly, as you will read later on, the opening of the Vinson Building took place last week and we now have the most splendid 
new centre for Economics and Entrepreneurship, at the very heart of the campus. 

From us all in the Alumni and Graduation Office we wish you a very Happy Christmas, a wonderful New Year, and our hopes 
of seeing many of you next year.

With very best wishes,
Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Announcements

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas!

We hope that you all enjoy the festive season and wish you the very 
best for the New Year. 

Thank you for your continued support and engagement with the 
University, we look forward to seeing you at some of our events in 

the New Year. 

With best wishes from all of us in the Alumni Office.



TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
EARLY BIRD TICKETS £40 UNTIL 31 JANUARY 2019

MORE INFORMATION HERE:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swan-ball-2019/

‘THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD’ 
A PUBLIC LECTURE BY 

PROFESSOR FELIPE FERNANDEZ-ARMESTO 

Tuesday 11 December 2018, 6pm for 6.30pm
The Vinson Building

Free entry

Cultural organisms, like us humans, are hard to track amid the chaos, contingencies and 
complexity of change. How concisely can we tell the whole of our story? Is there even a single story 

to tell? Deploying novel and surprising strategies, the lecturer proposes the pithiest and most 
perfect summation ever. 

Felipe Fernandez-Armesto is an award winning historian. He also won the World History 
Association Book Prize in 2007 for his book ‘Pathfinders: A Global History of Exploration’.

After studying for his Undergraduate and Doctoral degrees at The University of Oxford, Felipe spent 
most of his career teaching there until taking up chairs at Tufts University and The University of 

London. Felipe joined the History department at The University of Notre Dame in 2009.

Please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swan-ball-2019/
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Alumni News

Congratulations to Chris 
Langworthy (IPGCE, 2018), 
whose babershop quartet, 
Tagline, recently became 

International Youth Quartet 
Silver Medallists in the 

International Barbershop 
Harmony Society (BHS) 

annual convention. They are 
the first British quartet to win a 
medal at the BHS convention!

FInd out more here: https://
www.facebook.com/

taglinequartet/

Mosunmola Dipeolu (LLB, 1981) began 
her career after being called to the 

Nigerian Bar in 1982. She then worked 
in the Lagos State Ministry of Justice until 

1984 before becoming a Magistrate at 
Ogun State Judiciary. Whilst there she rose 
through the ranks until she became a High 

Court Judge in 1999. 

On 22 October 2018 she was sworn in as 
the Chief Judge of Ogun State.

We send Mosunmola our congratulations 
on her success and wish her the very best in 

her new position.

Giles Wollenmann (DPhil 
International Studies, 

2017) continues to wear 
his UoB colours with 

pride at various athletic 
events. 

 
His most recent race was 
a half-ironman involving 
swimming 1.9km, cycling 
83km and running 20km. 
Although Giles admits he 

found the cycling stint 
very tough, he manged to 
complete the race within 
the 6.5 hour cut-off time. 

Distinguished Alumnus Award 2018

Congratulations to Dato' V. Sivaparanjothi (LLB, 1988) who has been 
awarded the Distinguished Alumnus Award for 2018. 

Dato' Siva was chosen for his intensive work with the Alumni Association 
in Malaysia. He was elected Head of the group in 2004 and has since 

organised two very successful anniversary celebrations for the University in 
Malaysia for both the 30th and 40th Anniversaries, amongst other things.

We are hoping to present Dato' Siva with his award in March next year when 
he plans on visiting the University.

Remembering John Ruff 
(Foundation Pathway to Humanities, 2017)

It is with great sadness that we share the news that current student, John Ruff, sadly passed 
away on 5 September.  John was only with us for 9 short months but made a huge impact on the 

University and is much missed by staff and students alike.  

A picture of John can be seen above (right)  with his friend and fellow classmate Shaker Daoud 
(Foundation Pathway to Business, 2017).

John’s family and fellow classmates joined us in October to celebrate his life, and we created a 
flower display with jasmine, his favourite flower, to remember him by and placed it outside the 

Chandos Road Building where he is seen sitting in the picture. 

His family were touched by the stories that we shared with them, and to hear the impact that he 
left on all who knew him here with his Buckingham family.  We were delighted to be able to give 
John’s young son, Jamie, some fun items showing the University of Buckingham logo including a 

UoB hoodie to help him remember his dad.  Apparently he wears it all the time!

We will miss John terribly and send our thoughts and prayers to his family through the difficult 
times ahead.

Bryony Norburn 
Foundation Academic Skills Dept Secretary

https://www.facebook.com/taglinequartet/
https://www.facebook.com/taglinequartet/
https://www.facebook.com/taglinequartet/


Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...

It has been suggested that 
the photograph from last 

month's issue was taken in 
1996. 

If you can name the people 
in the photograph then 

please do get in contact.
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December

 11 December - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, a public lecture by Professor Felipe Fernandez-
Armesto. For more information please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/the-history-of-the-world-a-

public-lecture-by-professor-felipe-fernandez-armesto/ 

January

22 January - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, a public lecture by Luke Johnson. For more 
information please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk

February 

27 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, a public lecture by Simon Keefe. For more 
information please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk

March

19 March - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, a public lecture by Alexancer McCall Smith. For more 
information please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk

22 & 23 March - Annual Graduation Ceremonies.

23 March - The Swan Ball

8

Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/the-history-of-the-world-a-public-lecture-by-professor-felipe-fer
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/the-history-of-the-world-a-public-lecture-by-professor-felipe-fer
mailto:alumni-events%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Carly Neil
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News Inside the New Vinson Building

In early November the Vice-Chancellor visited China, together with Anne Matsuoka (Head of Alumni 
and Graduation) and Alistair Lomax (Director of Development). 

Thanks to University benefactor, Karl Yin, the staff from Buckingham were in China to represent UK education at 
the CIIE (China International Import Exposition) in Shanghai. Alongside other attendees such as corporate giants 

HSBC, Diageo, Aston Martin, the University was in good company. 270,000 delegates attended the CIIE, which has 
been named the largest trade exposition on earth. Buckingham was the only HE institute represented at the CIIE. 

Whilst in China they also visited Hong Kong, holding alumni events in both cities (Shangri La Hotel in Shanghai and 
the Four Seasons in Hong Kong). 

The events had a wonderful response from our Chinese alumni (as well as alumni living overseas), and both were 
very well attended. One alumna bought her young daughter and friend with her to experience Buckingham from a 

early age! 

The University would like to again thank Karl Yin and his team for making these events possible.  
The Vice-Chancellor hopes to visit China again next year.

To read more about the Vinson Building, what 
is included within it and the grand opening day, 
please see the Vice-Chancellor's update on the 

next page. 

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

What a month November was! 

Earlier in the month I returned from a fantastic trip to China with 
colleagues Anne Matsuoka and Alistair Lomax (see page 9 for more 
information). It was wonderful to see so many of our devoted alumni 
at the events we held in Shanghai and Hong Kong, I always enjoy 
hearing your stories and memories about Buckingham. 

I returned from China to find the Hunter Street Campus in a whirlwind 
of builders and workmen making the finishing touches to The Vinson 
Building. The Santander building, formerly the Marketing Department, 

had been demolished and the area cleared. Beautiful red brick paving was being laid in it's place, grass was being 
laid and a row of trees planted. The building was really starting to take shape. 

A couple of weeks later and it was ready. On 28 November The Vinson Building welcomed its first guests with 
a remarkable grand opening. 150 friends, supporters and colleagues joined us in our celebrations. Frank Field 
MP cut the ribbon, officially declaring the building open for use and speeches were made by Andrew Smith (on 
behalf of the BTVLEP who funded £3m of the 
project and sponsor the growth hub which 
will welcome business from throughout the 
country), Lord Vinson (the primary donor 
for the building), and myself. I spoke of the 
importance of The Vinson Building, lying at 
the physical and intellectual heart of the 
University. We are all incredibly grateful to 
our wonderful donors and supporters who 
made this building possible.

The building has now been open for a 
week and is becoming the thriving hub we 
hoped it would be. With a cafe, bookshop 
and large lecture theatre on the ground 
floor, we are already seeing the building 
fill up with members of the public and 
students preparing for exams. The Vinson 
Building is also home to The Vinson 
Centre for Liberal Economics, Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship, The Buckingham 
Enterprise Hub and The Hayek Library. 

We are going in to the New Year with a new Development and Innovations Advisory Board, with members 
including many alumni. With this positive start we hope that 2019 will bring as much excitement and 
development as 2018. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year,

Anthony

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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