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Dear all,

What an exciting month November will be.
 
The Vice-Chancellor visited China in early November, accompanied by a small group from 
Buckingham, including myself.  On Tuesday, 6 November there was an event in the Shangri-
La Hotel in Shanghai and on Wednesday, 7 November we were at the Four Seasons Hotel in 
Hong Kong.  It was a huge pleasure to meet with some of our alumni at those events.  I am 
really enjoyed visiting for the first time.
 
Then, on Thursday, 15 November, we are arranging a drinks reception for alumni, students 
and staff at Speakers House in Westminster.  With a maximum of 150 guests allowed, we are now at almost 140!  All of us in 
the Alumni Office are very much looking forward to the event and to meeting with many of you.
 
Should any of you wish to come with a Buckingham tie, or scarf, please do look at this link: https://uk.campusclothing.
com/Buckingham.  These are pure silk ties and wool scarves (with the University crest), as it may well be getting rather 
chilly at night!  We hope that these items will be of interest to our alumni worldwide, and our graduating students next 
March.
 
At the end of November the brand new Vinson Centre (for Liberal Economics and Entrepreneurship) will be officially 
opened.  There will be research projects with the Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA), where many of Buckingham’s founding 
fathers came from, as well as conferences held there. Buckingham was founded on the principles of free thinking and the 
new building will provide a dedicated centre for research and study reflecting the continuing ethos of liberal thinking at the 
University.
 
At the heart of the campus it will not only house the economics and entrepreneurship students, but will be the site of a 
brand new lecture hall and student social space with a coffee shop.  It will be used for the graduation registration area for 
2019, and will also be the new home for the Vice-Chancellor’s lecture series.  We hope that many of you will be able to come 
and visit campus and have a tour in the not too distant future.

Hoping to see you soon,

Anne
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Announcements

The 2018 issue of the Alumni Magazine, The Independent, is now 
available to read online. 

This year the magazine is digital only, but if you do require a hard copy 
please let us know by emailing 

lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

Please click here to open the magazine.

January Entry at Buckingham

It’s not too late to secure a place at Buckingham in January 2019 on our undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses. We are always delighted to receive applications from our alumni, their families and friends. Applications 

are also coming in for September 2019 and beyond. A range of discounts and scholarships are available for 
Buckingham alumni and their families. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or queries about admissions for 2019 or about 
Buckingham in general. 

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/applyonline

Thank you for your continued support in spreading the word about Buckingham.  

James Seymour 
Director of Admissions and Recruitment 

james.seymour@buckingham.ac.uk
01280  827568
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JESSE NORMAN
‘Adam Smith: What he Thought, and Why it Matters’

Thursday 22 November 2018, 6.30pm
Ian Fairbairn Lecture Theatre, Chandos Road

Tickets £5

Adam Smith is now widely regarded as ‘the father of modern economics’ and the most influential 
economist who ever lived. But what he really thought, and what the implications of his ideas 

are, remain fiercely contested. Was he an eloquent advocate of capitalism and the freedom of 
the individual? Or a prime mover of ‘market fundamentalism’ and an apologist for inequality and 

human selfishness? Or something else entirely?

At a time when economics and politics are ever more polarized between left and right, this book, 
by offering a Smithian analysis of contemporary markets, predatory capitalism and the 2008 
financial crash, returns us to first principles and shows how the lost centre of modern public 

debate can be recreated. Through Smith’s work, it addresses crucial issues of inequality, human 
dignity and exploitation; and it provides a compelling explanation of why he remains central to 

any attempt to defend, reform or renew the market system.

To purchase your ticket please follow this link: https://www.bucklitfest.org/, There will be limited 
sales on the door. Please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.

Please email: clerks@piccadillychambers.com

Dudley House, 169 Piccadilly, London W1J 9EH DX: 37229 Piccadilly

TICKETS ON SALE SOON!

MORE INFORMATION HERE:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swan-ball-2019/

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/swan-ball-2019/
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Alumni News

Dominic Minihan 
(Business and 

Management 2017) has 
just completed his first 

year as a Graduate 
Project Manager at 

Airbus.

Congratulations Dominic, 
it sounds like a very 
interesting position!

Thank you to Ronel Lehmann (Business 
Studies, 1986) for sharing this great 

photograph with us from a small 
Buckingham reunion. The friends 

met up in September, 32 years after 
graduating!

Pictured left to right: Ronel Lehmann, 
Herbert Behrens (Business Studies, 1986), 
Richard Palengat (Business Studies, 1986), 

Andrew Clark (Business Studies, 1986), 
Max Kennedy (History, Politics and English 

Literature, 1986) and Keith Porter (Business 
Studies, 1986).

Congratulations to 
Holly Hayward (Security 

and Intelligence 2018) 
who has just started 

a new position as 
Executive Officer at 

HM Land Registry Head 
Office.

We wish her all the best in 
her new career.

Dr Suzanna Tomassi (Service 
Management, 2002) has recently 

contributed to the new Oxford 
University Handbook on Higher 

Education, to be published in early 
2019. In addition to this, last 

 year she was invited to join the 
executive board of the European 
University Alliance  and will be 

presenting at an event in November. 

Congratulations on your success 
Suzanna.

Datuk Abdul Rashid Asari has 
been appointed as Executive 
Councillor of Selangor State 

Government in charge of 
Culture, Tourism and Malay 
Civilization and Heritage in 

Malaysia. 

Congratulations to Datuk Asari 
on this fantastic achievement. 
We hope he will enjoy his new 

position.

Joshua Cullen (LLB, 2018) is now 
studying the Bar Professional 

Training Course at City 
University Law School, London 
on the Lord Denning Scholarship 
and Hardwicke Entrance Award 
from the Honourable Society of 

Lincoln’s Inn.

Well done Joshua, we hope you are 
enjoying your studies.

Baron Gabriel van der Elst (Economics, 1981) sadly passed away on 30 September. His good friend Jan 
McCourt (LLB, 1982) has written the below obituary for 'Gabi' (as he was known by his friends): 

'Gabriel arrived at what was then The University College at Buckingham in January 1979 to study Economics.
Always smiling, his was a large, friendly, gregarious and generous presence. He was part of a totally diverse group 
of early pioneer students who combined in a verbal and visual cacophony of colours, creeds and languages. This 

was a hard-living, life affirming, probably slightly less hard-studying than they should have been, group. We remain 
one of the tightest possible knit bands of Peter Pans to have been created by this remarkable institution.

Gabriel was born in New York in December 1958. When he was still very young, his parents moved to Brazil to farm 
in an area which was then many hours, very challenging, drive from what might have been regarded as civilisation. 

Gabi, as he was known to most of his UCB contemporaries was descended from a rare combination of inventors 
and diplomats. His Father built the new family home suspended above a wild raging river in homage to his direct 

forbears, inventors of the suspension bridge. Gabriel lived a wild and deliriously happy early life until the sad 
death of his Father in a motor cycle accident. At the age of four, he returned with his Mother to the family home in 
Provence. Here, he grew up, passionate about bicycle racing, motor bikes and everything the South of France had 
to offer a young man in the 1960s & 70s. After graduating from Buckingham and a few stints working in Banking, 

Gabriel focussed on a career in property and the raising of four wonderful children with his wife Helene.
Gabriel was one of those rare individuals in whose presence, after no matter how long a time, one felt the 

compression of years of absence into moments. His passion and hunger for life will continue to inspire those he 
has left behind for years to come.'

Pictured: Gabriel van der Elst (Economics, 1981), Janey Howell (LLB, 1983), Johnny Arida (Economics, 1981), Philip 
Arida (Economics, 1981), Jan McCourt (LLB, 1982) and Alexa Chiltern-Hunt (Biological Sciences, 1983).



Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month... We have had a couple of 
responses to the photograph 
from last month's issue. The 
year is suggested to be 1996, 
1997 or 1998. The following 

people have been identified:

Neha Mehta (Business 
Economics)

Mustafa Ramday (LLB, 1999)

Sherjeel Adnan 
Sheikh (LLB, 1998)

7

November

15 November - Alumni Christmas Drinks event at Speaker's House, House of Commons. All spaces are now 
filled, but if attending please remember to arrive in plenty of time and bring your invitation with you. 

22 November - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, 'Adam Smith: What he Thought, and Why it 
Matters', public lecture by Jesse Norman. For more information please see: https://www.bucklitfest.org/

autumn-lecture-series-2018/

December

 5 December - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, an 'In Conversation' with Norman Lamb. For more 
information please see: https://www.bucklitfest.org/autumn-lecture-series-2018/

8

Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.bucklitfest.org/autumn-lecture-series-2018/
https://www.bucklitfest.org/autumn-lecture-series-2018/
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Carly Neil
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News Friends of the University of Buckingham

During February 2018 the Friends formed the 
‘Conversation Club’. It was clear that some of 

the overseas students wanted opportunities to 
improve their English and expand their vocabulary 

outside of the classroom. 

Friends’ member Marilyn Fairclough meets with six very 
enthusiastic Japanese students once a week. They set 

the agenda, typically asking for exercises in pronouncing 
and recognising difficult sounds, and also for improvised 

scenarios and scripted plays (which Marilyn adapts 
from a variety of sources). The students invited Marilyn 

to their Japanese Society nights where she has been 
enjoying learning a little Japanese and calligraphy. Marilyn says “I will be sad to lose them in December but I have 

already met the new group several times and hope to set up a new Conversation Club with them."

As an offshoot, Jo Leech, Head of Foundation nvited he Friends' Secretary, Graham Barker, to join her module 
on ‘Britain Since 1944’. Graham found the experience fascinating, especially learning about events he had his 

memories of. He says: "it was great fun but I felt very ancient being a ‘walking piece of history’! “  

The Friends are increasingly a factor in University life, helping students with their English language skills, lifestyle 
skills (e.g. cookery lessons), sponsoring student prizes and much more.  We would warmly welcome members of 
the Alumni to join the Friends of the University of Buckingham. We run a series of events some social and others 

aimed to help improve the experience of students. 

For more membership information including how to apply, please visit https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni/
friends/membership 

We are thrilled to announce that Helen Watts, Alumni and 
Graduation Events Coordinator, gave birth to a healthy baby boy on 

11 September 2018.
 

Helen and her husband Simon (visiting lecturer in Journalism) have named 
their little boy Thomas William Watts.

Congratulations to them both on their new arrival!

On 12 September the Law School held a sports day at our sports ground, Ford Meadow, near the Hunter 
Street Campus. 

There were lots of fun activities including sumo wrestling, sports, music, inflatables and candyfloss.

All proceeds went to the chosen charity, the Neurological Department at the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford.

Well done to the Law School, we hope they enjoyed the fundraising efforts!

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni/friends/membership 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni/friends/membership 


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

Matriculation is one of my favourite events as we welcome the new 
starters to the University. Their two years passes in a flash so it's 
important to me that we celebrate at every opportunity. October's 
Matriculation Ceremony was fully packed and it was wonderful to see 
the eyes of our freshers brimming with optimism and expectation.
 
The Vinson Building, as it nears completion, is looking resplendent.  
As well providing a new home for Economics and Entrepreneurship, 
we look forward to welcoming businesses as eight desks will be 
available to any member of Buckinghamshire Business First. The 
coffee shop on the ground floor will also be open to the whole 

community.  I am counting down the days until the grand opening, and soon we will all appreciate fully the 
transformational impact of the new building. 
 
We have welcomed a number of new senior colleagues to the community.  They are bringing new and fresh ideas 
and there is a sense of energy and purpose around the campus. You can read more about these new colleagues in 
the 2018 Issue of The Independent, please click here.
 
Over the last few months, I have joined the leaders of nine other universities in the Oxford to Cambridge 
Innovation Corridor.  There is a great breadth of institutions.  The scale is quite staggering. The ten universities 
have a combined annual turnover of over £5 billion and contribute £13 billion to the economy per year, supporting 
nearly 5,000 jobs and attracting research income of £2 bn per year.   With more than 10% of the UK student 
population, between us, our universities are providing the skilled graduates and researchers to meet the region’s 
needs for the future. 
 
I was delighted to learn that so many people have signed up this year to drinks in the Speaker’s Chambers on 15 
November, by which  time I will have returned from visits to Dubai, Shanghai and Hong Kong to meet Alumni and 
donors. If you would still like to come, please do let the Alumni and Graduation Office know and I will look forward 
to seeing you there.  
 
Very best wishes,

Anthony

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Independent-2018-Final.pdf
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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