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If you are a starting student, or thinking of 
being one, it is a pleasure to welcome you to 
the English Department.  You will be joining 
a department that is among the top 10 in 
the UK for teaching quality, which enjoys an 
excellent reputation for providing outstanding 
support and guidance to its students. This 
newsletter gives you glimpses of its work.

As a relative newcomer to the University, 
I have found it warm and welcoming. It is a 
lively and stimulating academic environment, 
which has much to offer students, including 
a personalised system of tutorials where you 
are taught by active researchers who are 
leading authorities in their areas of expertise, 
such as Charles Dickens, Robert Browning, 
and Daphne du Maurier. 

There are also many activities in which you 
can become involved, including sports, clubs, 
and societies. I would encourage you to get 

involved and make the most of your time at 
the University. There are also many public 
lectures and seminars given by high-profile 
figures from many different walks-of-life, 
which you are welcome to attend.  In the 
coming months we will be welcoming David 
Crystal, the leading authority on the English 
language (3 Oct), Professor Sir Jonathan Bate 
of Oxford University, speaking on Shakespeare 
(9 Oct), and the novelist David Lodge (1 Nov).  

In today’s world, education is sometimes 
seen as an economic commodity, but for 
me it remains a liberating, life-changing 
experience. I hope that you will find your time 
at Buckingham both rewarding and enjoyable, 
and that you will look back on it fondly in 
years to come.

Professor Nicholas Rees
Dean of Humanities

Welcome from the Dean

Buckingham English
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Advice To My Younger Self

Starting university is a daunting experience 
for most, though it is also an opportunity 
to experience complete independence and 
discover who you truly are. University is both 
a testing and a joyous time, a time where we 
are left completely to our own devices and 
must rely on our own strength, as well as the 
strength of others, to find our place in the 
world. 

I had it somewhat easy when starting 
university this time last year; my decision to 
commute diminished any fears of suddenly 
having utter freedom and deciding how to 
use said freedom wisely. However, I was 
much mistaken, completely underestimating 

the increased amount of freedom I would 
develop, and how quickly I would have to 
navigate my newfound independence. 

Until you arrive for your first day 
of university, it is challenging to truly 
comprehend how overwhelming it can feel. It 
really is similar to the first day of pre-school 
all over again, – except this time you cannot 
fall back on your parents to help you along 
in this adventure! It is both a terrifying and 
thrilling experience, one into which you must 
dive head first. 

If I were to give a piece of advice to my 
earlier self, it would be to allow myself to 
fully experience every part of university life 
– especially during freshers’ week – and not 
fall victim to the classic commuter excuses 
for leaving early. 

Something you will quickly realize when 
starting this new chapter of your life is 
that your friends truly become your family, 
people with whom you can share every 
little experience – both good and bad. 
Though this might seem to be the case in 
most universities, it is never truer than at 
Buckingham, where the support system of 
both students and staff is second to none. 

So, let yourself fall head first into this wild 
and wonderful experience – after all, these 
are the best years of your life.

Amy Coles

Amy is just starting her second year on the 
3-year format of English Literature with 

Journalism (BA) (Q322). Please see the website 
for more information about both 2- and 

3- year degree formats.  
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Top Ten - Again!

League table positions come and go, with 
year-by-year variance, so perhaps what 
counts most is scores over the long term. 
Buckingham English has consistently ranked 
highly in both National Student Survey 
(NSS) and The Guardian league tables, so 
it is no surprise that it has again entered 
the top ten departments in The Guardian 
University Guide 2019.

Buckingham is ranked 9th out of the 105 
English Departments at UK universities. 
Durham was top this year with 100 points; 
Oxford 3rd (91.2 points); Cambridge 7th 
(86.2 points); and Buckingham just two 
behind, in 9th place (with 84.5 points). This 
is significantly ahead of York at 24th (76.3), 
UEA at 31st (73.3), and Bristol at 46th (70.1). 
How was this achieved?

Curiously, it isn’t just the teaching 
or teaching quality. Results are really 
focused on what happens between 
staff and students, for teaching isn’t a 
one-way process. As Thomas Aquinas 
remarked, ‘Without learning there is 
no teaching’. Teaching is an exchange, 
a conversation. Hence one indicator of 
quality is staff-student ratio. Buckingham 
has 8.2 students for each member of 
staff. The UK average is 15:1 and some 
institutions are over 20:1. 

In the whole country we are 4th best 
for ‘feedback’. Essentially this means 
how quickly you get your essays back; 
the quality of what’s written on them; 
the time you have to discuss ideas 
and improvements with staff; and how 
clear assessment processes are to you. 
We are also good on ‘value-added’.  This 

score shows the effectiveness of teaching 
by comparing students’ end result with 
entry qualifications. On this measure 
universities are grouped. We are in the 
5th rank. This, and other factors, lead to a 
96% ‘satisfaction’ ranking in the National 
Student Survey.

  
For the full breakdown of The Guardian 
scores, please see their website at:

https://www.theguardian.com/education/
ng-interactive/2018/may/29/university-
guide-2019-league-table-for-english-
creative-writing

In the Top 10 in UK

Best Student:Sta� Ratio

96% Student Satisfaction

 4th Best for Feedback

5th Rank for Value Added

University guide 2019 
How does our English  
Department stack up?
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Unsettling Empire

When I first came across Waiariki (1975) 
by Patricia Grace, one of the first female 
Maori writers of her time, I was enamoured 
of her culture and the tribal traditions she 
transposed into the short story. In reading 
her work I was transported to another 
land, but beyond that, I learned of a very 
real culture and saw a new perspective on 
things that was intriguing to me. 

Grace’s work is labelled ‘postcolonial 
literature’, as if that explained who she 
was and where she came from. For me 
this only awakened more questions, for 
this literature brought voices that were 
previously obscured to the forefront of 
our world. This led to my present research 
project for my MA: my thesis will be focused 
on comparisons between the postcolonial 
literatures of New Zealand and Hawaii. 

I wanted to explore further into 
postcolonial literature, and found myself 
focusing on Hawaiian indigenous literature 
from authors such as Brandy McDougall 
and Lisa Linn Kinae, examining their culture 
dynamic and identity crisis. While Hawaii 
was colonised in the 19th century and 
eventually absorbed into the United States 
in 1898, it still has a fascinating indigenous 
culture, which was falsely marginalized in 

the colonization process. 
As I continued my research into specific 

pieces of literature within both these 
cultures, I found myself very moved 
by language, imagery, and theme. The 
prevalent idea that surfaced was that of the 
‘indigenous voice’, and what each was trying 
to communicate with their reader in terms 
of their own identity as a culture. They share 
a similar past, but they have differed greatly 
in how they have connected or separated 
as a culture within the nations in which they 
now find themselves. 

This connection and comparison have 
provided me with great insights into what 
postcolonial literature looks like today 
and what these two cultures are voicing 
in their own ways. My research for my MA 
will hopefully provide a more informed 
and attentive audience for the indigenous 
literatures of the Maori and Kanaka Maoli. 

Joshua Arnold

Joshua is part of the Department’s 
postgraduate community, students working 
towards the MA and the PhD. Please see the 

website for more information about the 
MA by Research.
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Finding Identity

As a lecturer, a great deal of my time 
and effort goes into teaching students 
and guiding their research. However, this 
would suffer if a slice of my own time was 
not also committed to research projects 
outside of lectures and tutorials.

This summer I was commissioned to 
write a chapter on an author of South 
Asian descent with a focus on the theme 
of alien domiciles. I chose the work of 
contemporary poet Moniza Alvi, with 
a particular interest in how her poems 
address the Partition of India. 

Alvi was born in Lahore, Pakistan, 
in 1954, to a white British mother and 
a Pakistani father, and came with her 
family to the UK as a new-born. She 
did not return to Pakistan until after 
the publication of her first collection 
of poems The Country at My Shoulder 
(1993). Alvi’s poems convey a wistful 
and ambiguous perspective on both 
her adopted country (England) and 
the country of her birth (Pakistan), a 
perspective that arises – at least in part 
– from her mixed descent. She is able to 
see her home in England from a ‘foreign’ 
perspective, and to see Pakistan as a 
comfortably homely place of origin. 

Alvi’s strangely oracular position, as 
both beneficiary of empire and inheritor of 
Partition-trauma and immigrant struggle, 
illuminates the position of those caught up 
in the diaspora, unable and unwilling to 
abandon their roots and history.  

Teaching and research in the Humanities 
is about considering and working through 
the challenging questions of what it is to 
be a person. 

Our student body, from more than 80 
nationalities, adds strength in diversity 
to the active, searching, and free 
discourse that we strive to maintain in the 
department.

Dr Setara Pracha

Setara Pracha has taught at Buckingham 
since 2006 and is a specialist in gender 

studies, women’s writing, and 
diasporic fiction.

Moniza Alvi
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The Postgraduate Seminars in English 
literature are an opportunity for our fast-
growing cohort of postgraduate research 
students to escape the library and meet 
up for coffee and cake while having the 
opportunity to hear guest researchers from 
across the country discuss their latest 
work. Our guest speakers span a range 
from long-established scholars to up-and-
coming academics and even on occasion 
our own postgraduates, who will take 
the opportunity to present on their own 
fascinating areas of research.  

The students have found all speakers 
of interest, either sparking new ideas for 
their own studies or introducing them to 
entirely new and distinct fields of research 
in English Literature. However, particular 
highlights this year have included an 
enlightening talk on Shakespeare’s First 
Folio as a material object by Professor 
Emma Smith (Oxford), based on her recent 
book, complemented by a presentation 
by Dr Andy Kesson (Roehampton) on his 
research into Shakespeare’s immediate 
forebears and the landscape of the early 
Elizabethan theatre. 

Dr Bob Nicholson (Edge Hill) raised 
a few laughs and eyebrows with his 
research on Victorian humour, based on 
his pioneering work digitising and data-
basing the previously inscrutable world 
of jokes and puns buried in the pages of 
Victorian periodicals and newspapers, 
while Dr Amber Regis (Sheffield) explored 
an unexpected aspect of Brontë studies 
with her talk on Charlotte Brontë’s face, 
convincingly showing how the manner in 

which the author has been captured and 
remembered through visual images is 
directly linked to our perceptions of her as 
a writer. 

While several members of the department 
here at Buckingham also showcased their 
research, from Native American Literature 
through to the recent films of Gurinder 
Chadha, it was particularly gratifying to see 
one of our own doctoral students, Anam 
Kyinat, presenting her own research on 
the poet Laura Riding. The seminar series 
thus continues to be a platform not only 
for absorbing new information, but sharing 
it and developing essential skills for our 
future academics.

Dr Pete Orford is the convener of the 
postgraduate seminar series. The talks, 

followed by questions and discussion, take 
place on Wednesday afternoons in the 

Humanities Research Institute, 
Ondaatje Hall.

The Postgraduate Seminars 
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The great doctor and philosopher 
Raymond Tallis insists on the way the 
sciences and humanities need each other:  
‘The spectacularly successful scientific 
enterprise’ needs to be reconciled 
‘with other, no less important, ways of 
understanding our lives and our human 
nature, that come from the humanities 
and from the arts.’ In fact, he describes 
this reconciliation ‘as the great cognitive 
challenge of the twenty-first century’! The 
Briar Rose Society, founded in June 2018 by 
Lucinda Lloyd, a medical student, is a case 
in point. Cherry Coombe, Lead for Creative 
Writing in English, supports the project. The 
Society’s agenda is to explore the ways in 
which imagination can help create a space 

where the hardest problems of life and 
death  – faced every day by medics, but in 
fact faced by everyone – can be discussed 
openly. As Lucinda says, ‘At the Briar Rose 
Poetry Society discussion is stimulated 
and supported. No topics are off the table 
because sharing our thoughts is the first 
step to making this world a kinder place. 
One poem at a time’; or, as she puts it in 
verse:

We give death a disguise 
And provide excuses for our lies,
But we fail to realise 
This makes dying a surprise. 

So when faced with mortality 
(Which is part of reality)
Our strength is lost to gravity   
’Cause we expected immortality. 

So this is my idea –
Let’s remove the fear;  
We can’t make it disappear, 
So it’s something we should hear,

And then maybe I could share 
My most recent scare; 
You see, discussing my despair  
Makes it easier to bear.

- Lucinda Lloyd

The Society is open to all. If you would like to 
know more, please be in touch with: 
cherry.coombe@buckingham.ac.uk

A Special Poetry Society 
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Unfolding Creativity

Creativity and divergent thinking are crucial 
in studying communication. Throughout 
their degree, students in journalism, 
communication, and media explore their 
creativity in multiple ways. 

Design for Print focuses on designing 
and producing print publications, e.g. 
magazines, brochures, and flyers.  Online 
Content Design teaches the basics of web 
programming so that students can create 
websites and quality content. Data to Story 
teaches how to create understandable 
infographics, maps, and interactive data 
visualisation. Here are some examples of 
recent work. 

I’m proud of the way my students are 
developing the skills needed to create high-
end products and become practising experts 
ready for work in the competitive media 
industries.

Aleks Donev,
Lecturer in Multi-Platform Media

Above: Promotional leaflet 

- Maxwell Cawthorne

Left: Magazine design

 - Samantha Carmichel

Right: Festival of HIgher 

Education Infographic 

 - Emma Fentiman
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When I was invited to give the keynote 
lecture at the 9th International George 
Moore Conference (14-16 June, 2018) 
held at NUI Galway, I was delighted and 
honoured to be offered the opportunity. 
The work of this Irish writer has long been a 
passion of mine; indeed it formed the basis 
of my doctoral research. 

George Moore (1852–1933) was a landlord 
from the west of Ireland who became the 
leading exponent of French avant-garde 
art within British and Irish cultures in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. During 
his long career he wrote novels, short 
stories, poetry, and plays, pioneering the 
introduction of new narrative techniques 
and modern themes. He was a confidant 
of Emile Zola, a colleague of Yeats, and a 
major influence on Joyce and Beckett. 

 I was keen to use my lecture to develop 
an argument for Moore’s importance to 
the evolution of both Irish and European 
modernisms.  I chose as my topic 
‘Memory and Modernity in George Moore’s 
Reminiscences of the Impressionist Painters 
(1906) and Memoirs of My Dead Life (1906)’, 
as these works epitomise his explorations 
of identity and literary form. One of the 
most fascinating aspects of Moore’s work is 
that the questions he raises about national, 
personal, and sexual identities are still 
urgently relevant. Through his multifarious 
forms of writing, he offers a process of 
exquisite framing for urgent questions, 
rather than simplistic, categorical answers.

In preparing my lecture, it was gratifying 
for me to realise how much my teaching 
at Buckingham had come to inform 

my thinking on Moore and modernism 
in general. Afterwards, the discussion 
prompted by my lecture has fed back 
into my ideas for teaching writers of 
this period. This confirmed for me the 
wonderful interplay between lecture hall 
and classroom, within which teachers can 
become students and students can become 
teachers.

Dr Brendan Fleming

Dr FleWWming is the department’s 
specialist in modernism and modern 

American literature.

Conference Collogues 
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David Crystal Day! 

On 3 October we were delighted to host 
the distinguished linguist, Professor David 
Crystal, for talks at the Radcliffe Centre on 
‘Sounds Appealing’ and ‘Grammar Rules’. 

Crystal, a Fellow of the British Academy, 
is nonetheless a great popularizer, with his 
famous books with punning titles: Making 
Sense: The Glamorous Story of English 
Grammar, and Making a Point: the Pernickety 
Story of English Punctuation. Here, with this 
deep voice and bushy beard, he enthralled 
a mixed audience of undergraduates, staff, 
and school students, particularly with 
his extraordinary capacity for mimicry, 
everything from the Queen’s accent through 
to a broad and distinct Brummie.

The serious point here was the origins of 
so-called RP (‘Received Pronunciation’), the 
‘posh’ accent of the south-east of England 
which is actually spoken by quite a small 
percent of the population. RP does not go 
back as far as we might think. There was no 
‘posh’ accent in Shakespeare’s day: in fact 

the way Shakespeare spoke (which Crystal 
has been able to reconstruct) sounds 
distinctly regional to modern ears. Received 
Pronunciation only came in towards the end 
of the 18th century, as the newly-moneyed 
middle class started to be ashamed of their 
more regional, various speech and sought 
to imitate the accents of the classes above 
them. (By contrast, Wordsworth spoke with 
a Westmoreland accent and Coleridge with 
a Somerset accent till the end of their lives.)

What interests Crystal in part is the huge 
aggression often provoked by issues of 
accent. As he was able to show, even RP has 
changed over the last decades, the Queen 
speaking slightly differently now to the 
way she did in the 1950s. Those interested 
in Crystal’s work on OP (the ‘Original 
Pronunciation’ in which Shakespeare’s plays 
were spoken) can find lots of material on 
the web – just put ‘David Crystal Original 
Pronunciation’ into Google.

These were magnificent talks thoroughly 
enjoyed by the audience.
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English Admissions
Nancy Zulu
T: +44 (0)1280 820156
E: english-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

General Admissions
T: +44 (0)1280 820313
E: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

Scholarships and bursaries
High Achiever Scholarships
An automatic scholarship, worth £2,000 per annum, is available to undergraduate Home 
(UK/EU) students achieving AAB or above in their A Levels.

Five Counties Awards
Receive £2,000 per year towards your tuition fees if you are an undergraduate 
living in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, 
Northamptonshire, or Oxfordshire.

Gregory Foundation Scholarships
These are by nomination, to the strongest applicants each year (£2,000–£2,500). They come 
from the Gregory Foundation, set up by the generous bequest of Bobby and Dorothy Gregory. 

Buckingham bursaries
Students in receipt of a maintenance loan of £5,000 or more per annum will receive 
an automatic bursary of £1,100 per annum.

Go to: www.buckingham.ac.uk/
opendays

Book a tour by contacting us 
via the details above

Book a tour of the campusCome to an Open Day

The University of Buckingham, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG

facebook.com/UniBuckingham
@UniOfBuckingham
@BuckEngLit


