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PROFESSOR SIR JONATHAN BATE
‘SHAKESPEARE AND THE CLASSICS’
Tuesday 9 October 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre

Tickets £5

Sir Jonathan Bate is Provost of Worcester College and Professor of 
English Literature in the University of Oxford. He is a Fellow of the 
British Academy, a Governor of the Royal Shakespeare Company, 
broadcasts regularly for the BBC, and has held visiting posts at Yale 
and UCLA. He has been awarded a CBE for his services to higher
education and a knighthood for services to literary scholarship.

His many publications include Shakespeare and Ovid, The Genius of Shakespeare, Soul of the Age: A Biography of 
the Mind of William Shakespeare and award-winning biographies of the poets John Clare and Ted Hughes. With Eric 
Rasmussen, he edited The RSC Shakespeare: Complete Works. He was consultant curator for Staging the World, 
the British Museum’s major Shakespeare exhibition for the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad; Being Shakespeare, his 
one-man play for Simon Callow, toured nationally and played at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe prior to three runs in 
London’s West End and a transfer to New York and Chicago.

To purchase your ticket please follow this link: https://www.bucklitfest.org/, There will be limited sales on the door. 
Please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.

DAVID LODGE
‘THE NOVELIST AS MEMOIRIST’
Thursday 1 November 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre
Tickets £5

“The talk is about two memoirs I wrote over the last few years: Quite A Good 
Time To Be Born : A Memoir 1935-1975  and Writer’s Luck: A Memoir 1976-
19.  I brought out the first volume to coincide with my 80th birthday in 2015. 
The second one was published earlier this year. Most people who write their 
memoirs do so late in life, for obvious reasons, but novelists have a special 
reason for delaying.  If they write about contemporary life they usually draw 
on their own experience for the raw material of their fictions, but they use 
this material in complex ways, combining real facts with imagined events to 
create an alternative world.  Only the author actually knows which elements 

in it have their origin in real experience and which are imagined.  Part of the interest of reading novelists’ memoirs, 
or  biographies of them written by other hands, is to discover the sources in real life of memorable episodes in 
works of fiction. But this is a revelation the novelist would prefer to postpone as long as possible, so that his or her 
work can be judged and enjoyed as art before its sources in reality are revealed.”

To purchase your ticket please follow this link: https://www.bucklitfest.org/, There will be limited sales on the door. 
Please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.
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JESSE NORMAN
‘Adam Smith: What he Thought, and Why it Matters’
Thursday 22 November 2018, 6.30pm
Ian Fairbairn Lecture Theatre, Chandos Road
Tickets £5

Adam Smith is now widely regarded as ‘the father of modern economics’ and 
the most influential economist who ever lived. But what he really thought, and 
what the implications of his ideas are, remain fiercely contested. Was he an 
eloquent advocate of capitalism and the freedom of the individual? Or a prime 
mover of ‘market fundamentalism’ and an apologist for inequality and human 
selfishness? Or something else entirely?

At a time when economics and politics are ever more polarized between left and right, this book, by offering a 
Smithian analysis of contemporary markets, predatory capitalism and the 2008 financial crash, returns us to first 
principles and shows how the lost centre of modern public debate can be recreated. Through Smith’s work, it 
addresses crucial issues of inequality, human dignity and exploitation; and it provides a compelling explanation of 
why he remains central to any attempt to defend, reform or renew the market system.

To purchase your ticket please follow this link: https://www.bucklitfest.org/, There will be limited sales on the 
door. Please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.

AN ‘IN CONVERSATION’ 
WITH NORMAN LAMB
Wednesday 5 December 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre
Free entry

Norman Lamb has been the Liberal Democrat MP for North Norfolk since 
2001. After serving as a minister in the Department for Business, Innovation 
and Skills, he was appointed Minister of State for Care and Support at the 
Department of Health in September 2012 and served in this position until 
the end of the Coalition Government in May 2015.  

As Health Minister, Norman worked to reform the care system and led the 
drive to integrate health and social care, with a greater focus on preventing 
ill health. He also challenged the NHS to ensure that mental health was 

treated with the same priority as physical health, including the introduction of access and waiting standards in 
mental health for the first time. He was the Liberal Democrat Health spokesperson between 2015 and 2017, and 
was elected Chair of the Science & Technology Select Committee in July 2017.

Please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.
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UPCOMING DATES FOR 2019

All titles and further details to be confirmed. Please keep an eye on the University 
of Buckingham website https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/calendar/detail or the 

Buckingham Literary Festival website https://www.bucklitfest.org/to ensure you don’t 
miss anything.

23 January - Simon Keefe
19 March - Alexander McCall Smith

15 May TBC - Claire Tomalin
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