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New Major Programmes in MFL 
launched 

This year sees the long-awaited launch of 
four new exciting Major programmes in
Modern Languages (French and Spanish) 
within the Department of Modern Foreign
Languages at the University of Buckingham.

The lack of language skills in the UK is 
being discussed in the context of both 
Secondary and Higher Education. Once the 
Brexit process is completed, the UK will
need to have a working force able to deal 
on a one-to-one basis with other countries:
success in doing business and establishing 
relations with foreign countries requires a
knowledge of their societies, their systems 
and structures, as well as their languages.
According to the Born Global research 
published in 2016 by the British Academy,
there is an urgent need for language skills in 
the UK that is not being met, a shortage
of language skills that goes hand in hand 
with the need to grow and develop
intercultural skills much needed by UK 
businesses. Employers are keen on
graduates having combined their linguistic 
study with another discipline.

The underlying qualities and abilities of 
language graduates are of great value to
employers (flexibility, adaptability, 
intelligence, mathematical ability and 
logical and creative thinking), as well 
as their intercultural understanding and 
technical linguistic skills. It is not only big 
companies that have international dealings 
these days, medium and even small 
companies cannot avoid the increased 
globalisation of the business world.

Over the last 20 years, the Minor 
programmes in either French or Spanish 
at the University of Buckingham have been 
addressing precisely the issues raised 
by the British Academy. Students in the 
Department of MFL already benefit from an
exceptionally diverse and flexible 
curriculum, adapted to the current 
attitudes and discussions in the countries 
where French/Spanish is spoken. Our 
programmes equip our students with 
transferable skills that help them become 
global citizens. Our alumni have gone on 
to pursue further University studies or are 
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now working in France and in Spain for organisations like the EU, the OCDE, or Foreign 
Policy Think Tanks. Others work for private sector companies like Oxford University 
Press.

We are now expanding our courses to include the study of both languages (French
and Spanish) within the same degree programme. Our four new Major programmes 
combine with other academic disciplines that are natural partners to the study 
offoreign languages and cultures and develop students´ particular interests:

• Modern Languages with Business and Management
• Modern Languages with History of Art
• Modern Languages with Journalism
• Modern Languages with Politics

Students graduating from any of the new Major programmes will have acquired
strong academic, linguistic and work skills in both French and Spanish.The globalised 
world requires graduates who are highly mobile, comfortable with crossing borders 
and adept at building bridges between cultures and communities, a skill essential 
to make businesses with people from other countries. Our programmes offer 
graduates the capabilities that will enable them to live, work and study in intercultural, 
transnational and global contexts. These will be the most sought after skills by 
employers in the future.

Contact us or, better still, come to see us to discover what our exciting new Major
programmes have to offer. Open the door to your brand new and exciting 
international future.

Carmen Rivera-Galicia
Senior Lecturer in Spanish

Visit to the ICES (Institut Catholique de 
l’Enseignement Supérieur)

On Wednesay 27 June our Head of Department, 
Dr. Karine Deslandes, visited the ICES 
(Institut Catholique de l’Enseignement 
Supérieur - Catholic Institute of Higher Education) 
at La Roche-sur-Yon in France. Both institutions 
signed an exchange agreement as part of the new 
major programmes running from September.
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Our alumni

After graduating, our former MFL students have been successful in attaining valuable 
experience with City Law Firms, International Associations and Human Rights NGOs, 
working for the O.E.C.D. in Paris and the Think Tank CIVISMO in Madrid all due to their 
language skills. Here is an account of their experiences.

Doing my LLB with French in Buckingham was 
probably one of the best decisions I made. Not only 
was the course only two years long, allowing me to 

get a head start in my professional endeavours but my 
language skills have also become a great asset to 
me. Currently, I am finishing the BPTC, the bar 
course for those who do not know, and the fact that 

I am fluent in French has helped me find common 
ground with barristers who have a more international 
practice,Doing my LLB with French in Buckingham 
was probably one of the best decisions I made. Not 
only was the course only two years long, allowing 

me to get a head start in my professional endeavours 
but my language skills have also become a great asset to me. Currently, I am finishing the 
BPTC, the bar course for those who do not know, and the fact that I am fluent in French has 
helped me find common ground with barristers who have a more international practice, be 
that in European law, Human Rights, Immigration or International Criminal law and became 
a big reason I was able to secure work experience with them.

French has opened so many opportunities to me. Whilst studying for my LLM in the 
United States, my understanding and ability to translate the legal documents necessary 
for my research aided me tremendously for my dissertation on Women’s rights. It also 
helped me during my pro bono work, during which I worked with a lot of homeless people, 
veterans and individuals with immigration issues at times. Knowing different languages is 
important if you want not only to communicate with others but gain their trust in that you 
understand their issues and are trying to find a solution.

The knowledge I attained during my French modules at Buckingham also helped me 
gain experience with City Law Firms, International Associations and Human Rights NGOs 
alike, it will set you apart from others and help you advance professionally.

French also helped me advance academically, my multilingual skills, as aforementioned, 
set me apart from others and surely played a role in my getting the Fulbright Scholarship 
to study in the United States in the first place. The language skills also helped me most 
recently when I applied to Kings College to do European Studies, which would entail going 

Doing my LLB with French in Buckingham was 
probably one of the best decisions I made. Not only 
was the course only two years long, allowing me to 
get a head start in my professional endeavours but 
my language skills have also become a great asset 
to me. Currently, I am finishing the BPTC, the bar 
course for those who do not know, and the fact that 
I am fluent in French has helped me find common 
ground with barristers who have a more international 
practice, be that in European law, Human Rights, 
Immigration or International Criminal law and 
became a big reason I was able to secure work 
experience with them.

French has opened so many opportunities to me. Whilst studying for my LLM in the 
United States, my understanding and ability to translate the legal documents necessary 
for my research aided me tremendously for my dissertation on Women’s rights. It also 
helped me during my pro bono work, during which I worked with a lot of homeless 
people, veterans and individuals with immigration issues at times. Knowing different 
languages is important if you want not only to communicate with others but gain their 
trust in that you understand their issues and are trying to find a solution.

The knowledge I attained during my French modules at Buckingham also helped 
me gain experience with City Law Firms, International Associations and Human Rights 
NGOs alike, it will set you apart from others and help you advance professionally.

French also helped me advance academically, my multilingual skills, as 
aforementioned, set me apart from others and surely played a role in my getting the 
Fulbright Scholarship to study in the United States in the first place. The language skills 
also helped me most recently when I applied to Kings College to do European Studies, 
which would entail going to Paris for six months to study at Science Po.
Learning a new language or just freshening up the foundations you already have is 
therefore, a great opportunity to advance yourself academically and professionally. It 
shows your versatility and an ability to expand your knowledge in a more and more 
globalised society.

 Nasreen Shah (LLB with French 2015)
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Upon graduating from the International Studies with 
Spanish course in December 2016, I was fortunate 
enough to find a job as Assistant Researcher with 
Think Tank CIVISMO, a free market economics think 
tank in Madrid. My role was to support research into 
international issues with a bearing on the Spanish 
economy, ranging from labour market dysfunction to 
populism. While I gained useful experience in open 
source investigations, my most important takeaway 
was the realization that I wanted to specialize in 

security studies. That led me to apply for the Master’s in Crisis and Security 
Management at Leiden University in The Hague, NL, where I now live.

While in Madrid, I sat the DELE C1 exams to get a recognized certificate of my 
Spanish proficiency. Having minored in Spanish at Buckingham provided me with a 
solid foundation, and I recommend all MFL students to build on their knowledge by 
getting the corresponding certificate. Even more so, I encourage everyone to spend 
time in a corresponding country after graduating. Not only is it the best language fix, 
but if my time in Madrid is any guide, you will have a blast!

 Filip Norén (International Studies with Spanish, 2016)

  After completing Economics with French (with 
some Spanish courses) at Buckingham, I moved 
to Geneva, for an internship at a hedge fund. 
Though the internship was in English, French 
was very useful both in navigating through the 
city and in making new friends. After a master’s 
degree in Washington D.C., I then worked in 
banking in Mexico City for 3 years, where Spanish 
from Buckingham really helped at work, from the 
negotiation to the execution of deals. With the 
international work experience (made possible 
largely by having taken French and Spanish 
courses at Bucks), I have recently joined the 
O.E.C.D., an international organization based in 

Paris, as an investment policy analyst, where I switch between several languages 
in dealing with different member states. Thanks to these foreign languages, it 
has been an exciting new chapter of my life in Paris so far!

Koshu Knii (Economics with French, 2013)
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While many of my peers are still at uni, struggling 
with deadlines and finals, I’ve got a full-time job 
in the field that I love. I’ve been working for over 
a year now and this was only possible thanks 
to the 2-year-degree course the University of 
Buckingham offers to its students. During my 
time at uni, not only  did I learn the fine art of 
journalism, but also I had the chance to learn 
another language. I decided to take Spanish 
as my minor and I have no regrets. Studying 
a foreign language gives you a mindset and 
openness to the world that is hard to put into 
words.

Plus, it enables you to break barriers and 
launch yourself into new experiences. That could 
go from speaking to a foreign friend in their 
native language (and that happens a lot in the 

workplace!) to finally book a trip to a country you’ve always wanted to go but 
were too scared. So, learning Spanish at uni is something I’ll always be grateful 
for and I highly recommend it to those who always put ‘learn another language’ 
in their New Year’s resolutions and never do it

Federica Battiato (Journalism with Spanish, 2016)

Departmental Prize Winners 
Prizes £75 have been awarded to the following students for commitment to and 
achievement in foreign languages: 

Autumn Term 2017
Catherine Keegan- French 6
Iyere Laditi-Spanish 6

Spring Term 2018
Larsen Vuddamalay- French 7
Oliver Kingsbury- Spanish 7 
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Cheese and wine - a tasting event 
of the most well-known cheese and 
wine in France and in Spain

Following on the previous year´s success, 
the Department of Modern Foreign 
Languages celebrated the second Cheese 
and Wine evening, now a favourite 
amongst the departmental extracurricular 
activities. 

On Monday 23 October 2017, we 
welcomed a large group of students and 
staff from across the University to the 
Chandos Road Building, home of the MFL 
Department. After a short and informative 
introduction about the secrets of cheese 
and wine tasting and pairing, we all set 
out to taste six different types of cheese 
(three from France and three from Spain), 
as well as six different wines (again, three 
from each country). Chocolate, grapes and 
biscuits were also thrown into the mix to 

make the chances of finding our perfect 
pairing even more exciting. 

Cheese and wine are such an important 
part of the French and Spanish cultures. We 
all took advantage of this opportunity to 
learn some exciting facts about France and 
Spain, as well as making some new friends. 
The information and maps displayed on the 
walls helped the winner of our quiz, Dawn 
Williams, to secure the coveted prize of a 
bottle of cava. The expertise and originality 
of Maciej Bochynski, when describing his 
favourite cheese and wine pairing of the 
evening, won him a fantastic bottle of Rioja 
to celebrate his new found skills.

We hope to see you at our next Cheese 
and Wine event!

Carmen Rivera-Galicia

Prize winner Dawn Williams
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An interview with 
Sir Anthony Seldon

Cristina Rodríguez Oitavén, part time Lecturer in Spanish, interviews Sir Anthony 

First of all, what are your views on 
Brexit?
I think Brexit is a huge shame for the 
country and the country will lose out 
on it. For Buckingham I don’t think 
that it is nearly as bad for us because 
we are not plugged into European 
funding streams and less dependent 
on European academics and university 
students. However, I think it is a shame 
for the University because they are 
part of Europe and we live with many 
identities. We have an identity of 
being to the South of  the Midlands, 
we have an English identity, we have a 

Buckingham identity, a southern English 
identity, a British identity, a European 
identity, and a human identity and we 
need to be able to work with those 
ambiguities all the time. Nevertheless, 
for the University I think we must not 
complain about Brexit. You don’t see 
yourself as a victim, you make your 
own opportunities rather than accept 
passively the scripts written by others. 
Obviously, we must see this as a chance 
to make the most of Brexit for the sake 
of everyone at  the University, students 
and staff.Therefore,  I think that we have 
to use it to say thank you very much 
Europe,  continue to embrace Europe as 
much as possible, including European 
languages, particularly French, Spanish, 
German and Italian.  Nevertheless,  we 
should also be moving out beyond 
Europe to the Gulf, India, to the Far East, 
to China and to the United States.

Can you tell us what languages you 
learnt at school?
I learnt Latin that was extremely useful, 
I spent a lot of my life speaking Latin. 
Also, ancient Greek, marvellously 
helpful.  I didn’t know how I could have 
got by in the modern era without being 
able to converse in ancient Greek. I am 
being ironic. I also learnt French and for 
one-year German. I was extremely 
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bad at languages. I am still very bad at
languages. I tried learning Mandarin 
some years ago and had to give up 
having had a totally humiliating 
experience learning it, but I love 
languages and completely understand 
why even in the era which seems to be 
on simultaneous language translation, 
we still need to be learning languages of 
other cultures, nationalities, and regions.

The European Commission advise that
individuals should be encouraged to 
learn or at least understand at least three 
languages, through intercomprehension. 
The acquisition of one language derived 
from a particular root makes learning 
another of the same root simpler and 
it makes understanding other similar 
languages easier. What do you think?

I think it is a marvellous idea. Although
the word itself was not known to me, the
idea that the word explains gives life to, it 
is an idea I am totally supportive of.

What do you think might happen to the
European Parliament’s use of English
post Brexit?
I think it will carry on for ten years. It
takes a very long time to change. It is
also about relating to the world and it is
a lot easier not just with North America,
obviously with South Africa, Australia,
New Zealand and many other parts of the 
former British Empire. Also, relating
to Chinese and Indian in the English
language, I do not think the fact Britain
is going to be leaving the EU, will make
a difference to English being the lingua
franca of the European Union.

What do you think about artificial
intelligence?
AI (artificial intelligence) machines will
be able to have simultaneous 
translation and do away with, I am 
afraid, human translation. They will 
never be able to comprehend new 
different emotions so when business 
leaders, political leaders, military 
leaders meet together, there will always 
be a role needed for a language
expert but translation is only a small 
part of the reason for the study of 
languages but it will have to adjust to 
the fact that machines are going to be 
simultaneously translating.

Do you use foreign languages in your
daily life?
I sometimes slip into French but no. I am
constantly surprised by how poor my
understanding of languages is and it is a
constant frustration and vexation to me
that I am not better.
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Holding Up the Mirror: UK-Spain 
Cultural Relations in the Light of Brexit, 
Canning House, London

Learning about political and 
sociocultural issues of the countries 
where the languages we teach are 
spoken is an essential part of our 
Advanced Language modules. One 
of the more engaging debates in 
the world of Spanish Foreign Politics
these days is the future relationship 
between Spain and the UK in a 
post-Brexit world. Spain and the 
United Kingdom have a very strong 
economic and sociocultural
relationship (yes, even despite our 
disagreements over Gibraltar!), with 
300,000 Britons living in Spain and 
several millions visiting the country 
each year.  Around
150,000 Spaniards live in the UK. 
Spain is the country with the 
highest level ofinvestment in the UK 
(18.9% of total foreign investments). 
The UK is the secondlargest investor 
in Spain (12.8%). Bilateral trade 
raised to more than €30bn in 2016.

(Source: http://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexit-and- 
the-stronger- than-it- looks-uk- spain- 
relationship/)

With these facts in mind, and eager to learn 
from the experts, a representation of the
Spanish section of the Department of 
Modern Foreign Languages attended the
conference Holding Up The Mirror: UK – 
Spain cultural relations in light of Brexit.
Vanessa Whiteley (Psychology with Spanish, 
2018) wrote the following account of
the conference:

On Thursday 26 th October, the British 
Spanish Society (BSS) held their second
annual ‘Holding Up The Mirror’ conference 
at Canning House, London, to examine
and discuss the strong bilateral relations 
between two great nations: the UK and
Spain.



The University of Buckingham MFL Newsletter | Summer 2018

The panel of debaters featured 5 highly esteemed speakers chaired by Jimmy Burns,
Chairman of the British Spanish Society. Panellists included: Chris Bryant, Labour
MP for the Rhonda and currently serving on the Foreign Affairs Select Committee;
John Carlin, author and journalist for El País; Miles Johnson, Capital Markets Editor
for The Financial Times; Dr Estrella Luna-Diez from the University of Sheffield and
President of the Society of Spanish Researchers in the UK; and Fernando Minguez,
a lawyer and partner at Cuatrecasas.

Over the two hours of debating, questions raised included: Why did Britain hold a
BREXIT referendum? What are the differences between the public opinion in Great
Britain and in Spain with regards to Europe? What impact will BREXIT have on
education and science in the UK, and Spaniards who work and live in Great Britain?
In attempting to answer these and other questions, the many points raised shed light
on the importance of the British-Spanish relationship, which has developed and
strengthened since the 18th century.

Vanessa Whiteley (Psychology with Spanish, 2018)
Carmen Rivera-Galicia (Senior Lecturer in Spanish)

Tate Modern Exhibition 
The EY Exhibition Picasso 1932 – Love, Fame, Tragedy 
-Until 9 September 2018

1932 was an intensely creative period in the life of the 
20th century’s most influential artist. This is the first 
ever solo Pablo Picasso exhibition at Tate Modern. 
It will bring you face-to-face with more than 100 
paintings, sculptures and drawings, mixed with family 
photographs and rare glimpses into his personal life.

http://www.tate.org.uk/whats- on/tate-modern/
exhibition/ey- exhibition-picasso-1932-love-fame- 
tragedy

Until 9 September 2018
1932 was an intensely creative period in the life of the 20th century’s most 
influential artist.
This is the first ever solo Pablo Picasso exhibition at Tate Modern.
It will bring you face-to-face with more than 100 paintings, sculptures and drawings, 
mixed with family photographs and rare glimpses into his personal life.
http://www.tate.org.uk/whats- on/tate-modern/exhibition/ey- exhibition-picasso-
1932-love-fame- tragedy
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Societies’  News 

Multilingual Poetry and Song 

On 11 October 2017 the second 
evening of multicultural poetry 
and song was opened by  member 
of MFL staff, Cristina Rodriíguez 
Oitavén. Representing her roots, 
the poem was presented in gallego-
portugués composed by 13th century 
Mendiño. The language society is 
grateful for the continued support 
from the MFL department. Later, 
poems from regions such as the 
Levant and Caucuses and vocal duets 
from South East Asia continued the 
concert. To conclude, a culinary tour 
was prepared by language society 
executives. 

C. M. R.

The Mulitcultural Society 
win Student Union award 
for ‘Newsest Enthusiastic 
Society
Multicultural Society 
President: Oliver Kingsbury
Vice President: C.M.R

In the Autumn term 2017, the 
Multicultural Society received an 
award at the Students Union award 
night. The society was founded by 
Oliver Kingsbury and C.M.R. Last 
year, the Multicultural society and 
Language Society collaborated to 
host several on campus cultural 
events. For example, the two 
successful evenings of multilingual 
poetry and song with corresponding 
cuisines. 

C.M.R. 
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The Swan Concert

The Swan Charity Concert in The Radcliffe Centre (July 25th), organized by fourth 
year medical student Richard Lin and alumna Chloe (International Studies with 
Spanish, 2018) was a great success. More than 20 participants performed a variety 
of instruments, vocals and a live band. Several languages were represented in song, 
such as Spanish, Italian, Georgian and Chinese. On the night over £800 was raised. The 
Student Union will chip in to bring the total to £1000. The funds raised will be divided 
equally between the two charities, Thames Valley Air Ambulance and Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

Our Vice Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, supported our Swan Concert. He is deeply 
impressed with everyone’s talent and said, "It was one of my best evenings at the 
University in three years here". The Mayor of Buckingham, Councillor Jon Harvey, and 
Mayoress Julie Uglow attended as did the MP of Milton Keynes, Mr. Iain Stewart.

C.M.R.
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French and Spanish inventions 

Grandes inventions françaises

La France, ce n’est pas que le béret, la 
baguette, le fromage et le vin ou encore 
le luxe. C’est aussi de grandes inventions 
qui ont révolutionné le monde et font 
aujourd’hui parties de notre quotidien. 
Parmi toutes les grandes inventions 
françaises, 4 en particulier ont changé 
l’histoire, dans des domaines totalement 
différents 

Le cinéma 
L’histoire du cinéma commence avec les 
frères, Louis et Auguste Lumière, qui ont 
inventé le premier cinématographe, une 
caméra pour la projection et le tournage 
de film. Il est très léger, moins de 5 kg, 
et très pratique mais sa faiblesse est la 
langueur de la pellicule : 25 mm donc 
seulement 45 secondes de film. Ils ont 
donc pu réaliser le premier film de l’histoire 
du cinéma, projeté au public français le 28 
décembre 1895. Pour un franc, le public 
assiste à la projection d’une dizaine de 
« vues ». Très vite, il faut faire la queue 
pour assister à la séance. Les spectateurs 
devinent tout de suite les immenses 
possibilités du nouveau média.

La radioactivité
Le couple, Pierre et Marie Curie, ont 
découvert le polonium et le radium à partir 
du minerai d’uranium en 1898. Pierre Curie 
était déjà un scientifique très connu pour 
ses travaux sur la physique des cristaux et 
le magnétisme. En 1895, il a épousé Marie 
Sklodowska, une Polonaise, qui est venue 
à Paris faires ses études à la Sorbonne. Elle 
avait entrepris des recherches de chimie 
et devait choisir un sujet pour sa thèse 
de doctorat en sciences. Elle a alors choisi 
l’étude des rayons uraniques. En 1903, Pierre 
et Marie Curie reçoivent le Prix Nobel.

   

Evénements sportifs 

Les jeux Olympiques : C’est le français 
Pierre de Coubertin qui a créé le Comité 
International Olympique et a rénové les 
Jeux Olympiques en 1894. C’est pour ça 
qu’on parle de Jeux Olympiques modernes 
car, durant l’Antiquité, ils existaient déjà 
grâce à Héraclès mais il y avait beaucoup 
moins d’épreuves et seulement les Grecs 
y participaient. En 1896, ont eu lieu les 
premiers J.O. modernes à Athènes, en Grèce, 
réunissant 241 athlètes masculins de 14 pays.
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La coupe du monde de football 
La FIFA (Fédération Internationale de 
football Association) est créée en 1904 
par le journaliste français Robert Guérin 
puis en 1930, son président, Jules Rimet, 
organise la première Coupe du monde de 
football. 

Dr Karine Deslandes
Senior Lecturer in French, Head of MFL 

Inventos españoles

El futbolín
Cuando los españoles pensamos en un 
bar, además de las bebidas, el menú del 
día, las tapas, el ruido, etc.  se nos viene 
a la mente la imagen de un futbolín 
de madera y con jugadores de colores 
haciendo las delicias de pequeños y 
mayores. Pero, ¿nos hemos preguntado 
alguna vez cuál es su origen?
No existe un claro consenso, pero parece 
ser que fue invención del gallego, 
Alejandro Finisterre, que mientras se 
encontraba convaleciente en un hospital 
de Barcelona durante la Guerra Civil 
Española (1936-39), decidió buscar la 
manera de levantar el ánimo de todos 
los pacientes, mutilados de guerra en su 
gran mayoría. Finisterre, un apasionado 
del tenis de mesa, pensó que la misma 

idea podía trasladarse al mundo del 
fútbol dando forma y vida así a nuestro 
inolvidable futbolín.

El Chupa Chups
En el año 1958, el confitero catalán, 
Enric Bernat, revolucionó el mundo 
de los dulces lanzando al mercado 
un caramelo con palo. Cada vez que 
alguien le preguntaba el porqué de su 
invención, decía lo siguiente: “Observé los 
caramelos que se hacían y me sorprendí 
al ver que no había ninguno pensado 
para niños, cuando éstos son los grandes 
consumidores. No les cabían bien en la 
boca, se ensuciaban las manos, y acaban 
con problemas con sus madres. Fue así 
como se me ocurrió”.

El primer logotipo de Chupa Chups 
consistía en una niña con el caramelo 
en la boca, pero Enric, decidido a lograr 
una expansión a nivel internacional, viajó 
hasta Figueres para pedir al mismísimo 
Salvador Dalí que le ayudara a alcanzar su 
meta. 

Cristina Rodríguez Oitavén
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Highlights: past and future

Festivals and series
1 April - 23 May

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the May 
68 protest was the occasion for the Institut 
français to turn back on 50 years of creation 
and ideas stimulated by the uprising of 
a cultural and political revolution guided 
by the motto: Power to the Imagination. 
Traveling in time, the Institut français  drew 
a portrait of the world in the late 60’s to 
understand how the ideas leading to the 
May 68 protests came to light with Heading 
to May ’68, a series of films by Jean-Luc 
Godard. This institution then unraveled 
the legacy of this singular year on cinema, 
literature, thought and activism in French 
and European cultures with a photo 
exhibition, Au coeur de Mai 68, discussions, 
book launches and testimonies, with May 
Made Me and A Walk Through Paris, and 
a film season giving a good overview of its 
impact throughout the years.

https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/cine-
lumiere/whats-on/festivals-series/may-68-
and-its-legacie

Spanish language film to open Cannes 
Film Festival 2018

A Spanish language  film was chosen to 
open the Cannes Film Festival for the 
second time only in the event’s 71 year 
history.

Known locally as Todos Lo Saben, the 
psychological thriller Everybody Knows 
stars Hollywood couple Penelope Cruz and 
Javier Bardem and was directed by two-
time Oscar winner Asghar Farhadi.

Cruz plays the role of Spanish woman, 
Carolina, whose life is turned upside 
down when she leaves Argentina with her 
husband (Ricardo Darin) and children to 
return to her home near Madrid for a family 
celebration.

Iranian director Farhadi teamed up for 
a third time with producer, Alexandre 
Mallet-Guy who he also collaborated with 
on Oscar-winning films, The Salesman and 
The Past.

Everybody Knows is Farhadi’s eighth 
feature film. It was shot on the Iberian 
Peninsula. 

http://www.euronews.com/2018/04/05/
spanish-language-film-to-open-cannes-
film-festival-2018   

Remembering Debussy @ 100 
15 May 2018

Remembering Debussy 100 years 
after his death, with internationally 
renowned singers Claire Booth and 
Susan Bickley. They were joined by 
acclaimed collaborative pianist Andrew 
Matthews-Owen for a recital exploring 
the composer’s life and his friendship with 
minimalist compatriot Eric Satie

The concert also featured a brand new 
work written for Claire, Susan and Andrew 
by Britain’s leading opera composer 
Jonathan Dove, ‘Letters To Claude’. Dove 
set to music the letters of both his wife 
Lily Debussy and his mistress Emma 
Bardac, giving an intimate portrait of a 
great composer as we remember him 100 
years after his death. SouthBank Centre.

http://www.southbankcentre.
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Francis Cabrel @ Royal Albert Hall - 16 October 
16/10/2018 from 19:30 to 22:30 

Francis Cabrel’s music has brought audiences joy for forty years, 
now in 2018 he makes his Royal Albert Hall debut!

Originally from the South of France, Cabrel’s visionary 

musical output includes thirteen studio albums, six live albums 
and greatest hits, with sales of over 25 million units worldwide. He 
changed the face of French pop music culture forever with songs 
including Je l’aime à mourir, La corrida, Petite Marie, Je t’aimais, je 
t’aime, je t’aimerai, L’encre de tes yeux and Sarbacane, among so 
many others…

Currently working on his new studio album – his fourteenth, 
Francis Cabrel will perform his songs, new and old in this, his debut 
concert at the Hall.
 

Tuesday, 4th September - Sunday, 23rd September 
Lorca’s Blood Wedding adaptation by George Richmond -ScottOmnibus Theatre
 
Celebrated Spanish dramatist Federico García Lorca’s 1932 folk tragedy is deftly 
pulled into sharp focus in this dark and seductive re-imagining.
Think it’ll get better? You know it’s a lie. We’re burning up inside and it’s destroying us 
both. What happens when it’s too late to escape – then you open the door and run?
Will fate cut you down? Will you ever breathe easily again?
Lorca’s classic tragedy is set in modern day London. This contemporary adaptation of 
passion and vendetta explosively blends grit, fate and claustrophobia, with a streak 
of dark humour.

Told in a bold physical style with original live music and movement, the play also 
explores cultural divisions and the power of community.
Truth and oil always come to the surface…

Presented and adapted by George Richmond-Scott.
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Sopa de letras

cerveza
fiesta
flamenco
paella
playa
sol
tapas
vacaciones
vino
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Jeu de Mots mélangés

bière
croissant
fromage
fête
plage
soleil
vacances
vin

Cristina Rodríguez Oitavén and C.M.R.
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Modern Foreign Languages Admissions
Tel: +44 (0)1280 828204
Email: mfl@buckingham.ac.uk

University Admissions
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820313
Email: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

International Office
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820155
Email: international-office@buckingham.ac.uk

Scholarships and bursaries

High Achiever Scholarships
An automatic scholarship, worth £2,000 per annum, is available to undergraduate 
Home (UK/EU) students achieving AAB or above in their A-levels.

Five Counties Award
Undergraduates living in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire, 
Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, or Hertfordshire can receive up to £2,000 per annum 
towards their tuition fees.

Buckingham bursaries
Students in receipt of a maintenance loan of £5,000 or more per annum will receive 
an automatic bursary of £1,100 per annum.

Go to: www.buckingham.ac.uk/
opendays

Book a tour by contacting us 
via the details above

Book a tour of the campusCome to an Open Day

The University of Buckingham, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG

facebook.com/UniBuckingham
@UniOfBuckingham
@mflbuckingham 

uniofbuckingham


