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Dear all, 

I expect that many of you will be enjoying holidays this month, and I do hope that you will 
have been lucky enough to have the wonderful sunshine, without it being too hot!  We are 
hoping that we will have enough water in the river for the annual Duck Race on 22 August!

Soon, we will be sending out a questionnaire to ask how you would like to liaise with us in 
the future.  We are well aware that our AlumNet site (www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet) 
is very dated, and needs some serious work done to it.  When you see that questionnaire, if 
you have a few minutes to fill it in for us, we would be incredibly grateful.  There is so much 
social media out there, and we want to make sure that we are communicating with you in 
ways that suit everyone.  Especially as our aim is to try and stay in touch with as many of you as possible, and to give you 
news of Buckingham, whilst also sharing your news with the alumni worldwide.  Not to forget the promotion of the events, 
overseas marketing trips and news from the Schools.  We would much appreciate your input.

You might also like to know that the Graduation ceremonies next year will take place on Friday and Saturday, 22 and 23 
March.  The full details will come later.  Next year, the Ball will also be back on campus as the Vinson Building will be 
completed and Beloff Lawn will once again be free to use.

Next year also brings the very first Medical School graduation and this will take place on Saturday, 29 June.  It seems 
incredible that it is almost 4 years since the first cohort of medical students arrived at Buckingham.  As you will see from the 
article on the Swan Concert (in this issue) they have been fully integrated with the rest of the University and have produced 
some wonderful events.  We look forward to welcoming them to the alumni body.

One of the many joys of my job is meeting up with alumni.  In July I had the great pleasure of meeting Sipho Phiri (PEL, 1989), 
who was visiting Buckingham with his family after quite some time.

Please do stay in touch, and if there is anything that we in the Alumni Office can do for you, please don’t hesitate to let us 
know.

With very best wishes,
Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Announcements

This month we say a temporary goodbye to Helen Watts (Alumni and 
Graduation Events Coordinator) as she goes on maternity leave. We will 
keep you updated on the arrival of baby Watts!

We have recent alumna Georgia Davies (English Studies, 2019) taking 
over from Helen whilst she is away. We look forward to working with Georgia 
and you will all get a chance to meet her at our upcoming events.

We are delighted to announce that Buckingham has come second in the National Student Survey (NSS) 
which targets all UK Universities.

A fantastic 91% of our students had overall satisfaction with their course. 

The University of St Andrews took 1st place, meaning that Buckingham came first in England.

We are very grateful to our students for voting for us, and also to all of the staff who make Buckingham such a 
wonderful place to be.

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet
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The Vice-Chancellor and the Alumni Office are visiting Bath!
We will be hosting a brunch event at Browns (Old Police Station, Orange Grove, Bath, BA1 1LP) 

Saturday 22 September
10am - 12.30pm

It will be a great chance to meet other Buckingham alumni and network.

Please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk to book your place.

We look forward to seeing you there!
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ALUMNI REUNION DINNER
2001-2005

THIS YEAR, WE ARE HOSTING THE ALUMNI REUNION DINNER AT THE CINNAMON 
KITCHEN ON 

FRIDAY 5 OCTOBER 2018.
(9 DEVONSHIRE SQUARE, LONDON EC2M 4YL)

THE REUNION IS OPEN TO GRADUATES FROM 2001 - 2005 AND THE TICKET WILL 
INCLUDE WILL INCLUDE A DRINKS RECEPTION, A THREE COURSE DINNER AND HALF A 

BOTTLE OF WINE PLUS THE CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE AN EVENING IN THE WONDERFUL 
CINNAMON KITCHEN.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE:
HTTPS://WWW.BUCKINGHAM.AC.UK/EVENT/ALUMNI-REUNION-DINNER-2001-2005/

OR EMAIL
ALUMNI-EVENTS@BUCKINGHAM.AC.UK

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

mailto:alumni-events%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
 https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-dinner-2001-2005/
 https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-dinner-2001-2005/
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Alumni News

Mohammed Alawi Hassan Al-Alawi (Accounting 
and Financial Management, 1994) has been 

appointed as Head of internal audit in Albaraka 
Banking Group, a multinational banking 

institution. 

Congratulations Mohammed.

Mahmoud Emira (Teachers of 
English to Speakers of Other 
Languages, 2003) has been 

appointed as a senior lecturer 
in Educational Leadership and 

Management, and award leader 
for MA Education (Leadership 
and Management) at Bath Spa 
University. Mahmoud was given 

this position in April 2018.

Well done Mahmoud, we hope you 
enjoy your new position.

Sissy Nika Menassa (Politics, Economics and 
Law, 1994) and Francis Menassa (Law and 

Politics, 1997) recently celebrated their 25 year 
anniversary by having a 'Big Fat Greek Wedding' in 
Mykonos. The couple first got married in the Aylesbury 

Registry Office whilst they were both students at 
Buckingham, just three months after they met. 

Congratulations to them both and we wish them the 
happiest of anniversaries.

Datuk Mohamaddin Ketapi 
(Law, 1999) is the new Minister 
of Tourism, Arts and Culture in 

Malaysia.

Congratulations, Mohammadin. 
We wish you all the best.

Paula Mugisa (Business 
Enterprise, 2016) welcomed 

a baby girl, Adelaide Joy 
Kakwezi on 19 June 2018.

We send our congratulations to 
Paula and her family on the birth 

of Adelaide. We hope to meet 
her at an alumni event one day!

We would like to share the wonderful news that three Buckingham alumna have become Puisne 
Judges at The Supreme Court of Bermuda. There are only five Puisne judges in total.

We would like to send our congratulations to Charles Etta Simmons (LLB, 1983), Nicole Stoneham (LLB, 1991) and 
Shade Subair Williams (LLB, 1999) on this fantastic achievement. 

The University, and in particular the Law School, are very proud and wish them all the best in their positions.

It is with terrible sadness that 
we announce the passing of 
Haroon Bilour (LLM, 1996). 

Haroon was one of the victims 
of the suicide bomb attack in 

Peshawar, Pakistan on 10 July 2018. 

We send our heartfelt condolences 
to Haroon's family and friends at 

this difficult time. 

(L-R - Charles Etta Simmons, Nicole Stoneham, Shade Subair Williams)

Phebe Mann (LLB, 2012) has 
been selected as one of the 

Winners of Top 50 Women in 
Engineering Award 2018.

Phebe is an outstanding engineer, 
an innovative teacher and a potent 

role model for women in STEM.

Congratulations, Phebe. What a 
fantastic achievement!



Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month... We have had one response 
from the photograph in the 

July issue of the Alumni 
E-Magazine. 

Kneeling at the front is Devard 
Francis (LLB, 2005)

It is estimated that the 
photograph was taken in 2003.
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August

22 August - The Annual University Duck Race. 12.30 - 2pm Hunter Street Campus. Ducks are available to buy 
from Reception, the SU Office and The Book Shop for £1.50.

September

5 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, 'The Incredible Woman – Confronting the 
Challenges, Forward to the Future' a public lecture by Jocelynne Scutt. Free event, The Radcliffe Centre, 

6.30pm. More information here: https://bit.ly/2nqzr9o

22 September - The Vice Chancellor and the Alumni Office are hosting a brunch event at Browns, Bath from 
10am -12.30pm. Please email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information and to book a place.

24 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, public lecture by Nigel Collett (MA Biography, 
2003). Nigel will be launching his new book, 'A Death in Hong Kong'. Free event, The Radcliffe Centre, 6.30pm.

More information available here: https://bit.ly/2OkBkzM

October 

5 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner 2001 - 2005 to be held in London. Please see page 4 for further details and 
how to book your place.

9 October -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, public lecture by Jonathan Bate. More information to 
come.

November

15 November - Alumni Christmas Drinks event at Speaker's House, House of Commons. Please email                
alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.
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Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback

Distinguished Alumnus Award 2018

Please click the link below to find out more about the award and to nominate the Buckingham 
alumnus you feel has made an outstanding contribution to society.

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://bit.ly/2nqzr9o
mailto:alumni-events%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://bit.ly/2OkBkzM
mailto:alumni-events%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Carly Neil
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News The Swan Concert
Yeasin Khan (LLB, 2004) would like to get in touch with both Law and Business graduates from the 

Caribbean countries. Yeasin would like to start a business project in the Caribbean and is looking for possible 
partners. 

If this would potentially interest you, please get in touch with Yeasin at his email address below:
yeasin13@hotmail.com

Volunteering

Recent discussions at the University have flagged-up the need to highlight volunteering 
amongst both our current staff, students and Alumni.  To this end, we would love to hear from 
all of our alumni about the volunteering and charitable activities you are involved in.  As well as 
celebrating all of your contributions to communities here and abroad, the University is hoping 
to find a number of projects and sponsors to encourage further volunteering for all staff and 
students.  We're interested in hearing about projects that our current students may like to 

support by volunteering, so please let us know of projects you are involved in.  

We are also considering offering a competitive Award that our current students can apply 
for.  This award will allow 2 or 3 students to apply for funding towards the cost of travel/

accommodation to a volunteer placement either in the UK or abroad.  The Award winner would 
be selected by a panel of university representatives and donors. The application process would 

allow those applying for funding to detail what they would bring to the project and how they/
Buckingham would benefit from this engagement.  We would be delighted to hear from any 

alumni/companies that would be interested in sponsoring this type of award.  

Please email Rosie.johnson@buckingham.ac.uk for a no-obligation discussion to see what 
would be involved.

The Swan Charity Concert in The Radcliffe Centre, organized by fourth year medical student Richard Lin and 
alumna Chloe (International Studies with Spanish, 2018) was a great success. More than 20 participants 

performed a variety of instruments, vocals and a live band. On the night over £800 was raised. The Student Union 
will chip in totake the total to £1000. The funds raised will be divided equally between the two charities, Thames 

Valley Air Ambulance and Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Our Vice Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, supported our Swan Concert. He is deeply impressed with everyone’s 
talent and said, "It was one of my best evenings at the University in three years here". The Mayor of Buckingham, 

Councillor Jon Harvey, and Mayoress Julie Uglow attended as did the MP of Milton Keynes, Mr. Iain Stewart. Many 
doctors attended including Dr. Karol Sikora (Dean of the Medical School), Dr. Greg Simons, Dr. Jyothi  Srinivas and 
others. We were able to see a full house of students, staff of the University of Buckingham and the public. It was a 

lovely evening full of music and good energy.

The IEA (Institute of Economic Affairs) is running a competition with an 
amazing £50,000 first prize. The competition is to propose a single policy initiative 

which would have a major impact on the UK housing shortage and fall in number of 
home owners. 

To find out more, please see:
http://breakthroughprize.org.uk/

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:yeasin13%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Rosie.johnson%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
http://breakthroughprize.org.uk/


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

This month Sir Anthony will be taking some time off to travel 
around France and spend time with his children.

He looks forward to seeing some of you at our alumni brunch 
event in Bath on 22 September (see page 3 for more information) 
and also at our Christmas Drinks event at Speakers House, House 
of Commons on 15 November.

Please do remember to sign up for the events by emailing:
alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk

mailto:alumni-events%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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