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Dear all, 

I must firstly say a huge “thank you” on behalf of us all in the Alumni Office, and I am sure 
on behalf of many of our alumni as well, to Pam Lindsay who retires at the end of this 
month.  Many of you who read this message would not be receiving it were it not for the 
care and attention Pam has lavished on the database.  Thank you Pam.

We also send our very best wishes to Helen, who will be going on maternity leave in mid-
August.  We will be welcoming her back again next year, but we much look forward to 
seeing Helen and meeting “baby Watts” before then!

Although we're sad to say goodbye to Pam and Helen, we welcome two new members of staff. Carly Neil to look after the 
database and Georgia Davies (English Studies, 2019), to cover for Helen whilst she is away.  The contact details will be 
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk respectively.   

We would love to meet you at one of our upcoming events. We have the visit to Bath on 22 September and Helen and 
Georgia are also busy finalising the details of this year’s Reunion Dinner. The dinner is open to graduates from 2001 – 2005 
and will be held in London on Friday 5 October. Please do keep the date free if you can. We will update you as soon as we 
have the venue, timings and price confirmed. 

The Alumni Office, together with the University of Buckingham Alumni Association (UBAA), are also organising a Christmas 
Drinks Reception at Speaker’s House, House of Commons on Thursday 15 November from 18:00-20:00. To be able to come 
to this event we will need to send you a formal invitation, to be used as an entry card, so if you would like to attend please do 
email alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk to reserve a place and we can make sure an official invitation is sent to you.

Finally, please do think about putting in your nomination for the Distinguished Alumnus of the Year award. This is awarded 
annually to the nominee deemed to have:
• Achieved distinction in their profession.
• Who has given exemplary service to the University of Buckingham or the wider community.
• Given outstanding personal or humanitarian service, locally, nationally or worldwide.
The winner will be presented with the prize at the Reunion Dinner in October. You can nominate someone here: https://
www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards

With many thanks,
Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Announcements
At the end of July our wonderful colleague Pam Lindsay will be retiring.
Pam has been our Data Co-Ordinator for over ten years, maintaining our alumni 
database so that we can stay in touch with you all. 
We will really miss having Pam as part of our team and wish her the happiest, most 
relaxing retirement.

Taking over from Pam is Carly Neil (pictured on page 10). We are very excited to 
welcome Carly to the Alumni Office team.

Increasing Diversity in Computing 

According to UCAS, women are now 35% more likely to go to university than men. However, 
fewer than 20% of these women are likely to apply to study subjects categorised as 
“Mathematical and Computing Sciences” by The Times Higher Education. 
The Applied Computing Department of The University of Buckingham is committed to 
encouraging more women to consider studying Computing undergraduate degree programmes 
with us. One way we are endeavouring to achieve this is by offering female applicants a Diversity 
in Computing Scholarship or Bursary, often alongside other sources of funding which are 
available to everyone. We are able to do this thanks to the generosity of alumnus Mr Weiyou Cui 
whose generous donation to the University is specifically for supporting female students who are 
studying Computing at The University of Buckingham.
Each Scholarship and Bursary has a value of £2,000 to be used to help pay tuition fees. We 
believe that this will help to reduce any financial barriers which may exist. But what about, 
the stereotype of “Computing is an industry for men”? Alisha Mahajan, one of our current 
female undergraduate students, said, “I think there is a lot of social stigma; that it’s a really 
male-dominated industry and females don’t really want to get in to it because they feel they’re 
different.” However, when we talked about the Diversity in Computing initiative at the University, 
she agreed that is was a good idea and felt that “mind sets are changing; things will improve and 
get better in the future.” We certainly hope she is proven right!
For more information or to apply for a Diversity in Computing Scholarship or Bursary, please go 
to our website: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/scholarships or call us on 01280 
828219.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:alumni-events%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/scholarships
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Festival of Higher Education 2018

The third Higher Education Festival, held at the University of Buckingham, was the largest and most 
successful of the annual event to date.

More than 50 speakers over the two days discussed the most important issues currently facing the higher 
education sector, with talks on mental health, artificial intelligence, social mobility and more.

Opening the second day was Sam Gyimah, Minister for Universities Science, Research and Innovation, who 
spoke in conversation with Sir Anthony Seldon, Vice Chancellor of the University of Buckingham, on a variety 

of topics such as free speech in universities and that tech companies should have a duty of care for their social 
media users.

James Murray, whose son tragically killed himself at Bristol University, spoke movingly at the event unveiling his 
pledge to help prevent suicide amongst students through a number of measures. He wants data protection to 
be relaxed to allow universities to alert parents if their child displays in any way that they may be suffering with 

a mental health problem. He spoke alongside author of That Was When People Started to Worry, student Nancy 
Tucker, talking searingly honestly about her own problems with eating disorders and mental health.

We look forward to next year's Festival of Higher Education and hope to see some of you there.

EntFest 2018

On 11 June 2018 the University of Buckingham hosted The Peter Jones Enterprise Festival (EntFest) on 
the Hunter Street campus. Peter Jones CBE (pictured above) was at Buckingham to give certificates 

to those students who were graduating from The Peter Jones Enterprise Academy. The graduates had 
travelled from all parts of the UK to be there.

The finale to the day was a 'Dragon's Den' style competition to pick The Young Entrepreneur of the Year. The first 
prize was a full scholarship to join the Business Enterprise Course at The University of Buckingham.

Entfest was also a unique one-day festival to celebrate enterprise and entrepreneurship, targeting learning, 
networking and growing businesses. With a street market along Church Street, the event was a huge success 

attended by secondary schools, colleges and universities as well as members of the public.

We hope that all who attended had a brilliant and helpful day. Huge thanks must go to Kristian Mackie (Business 
Management, 2013) who took on so much of the organisation. 
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Alumni News

It is with great sadness that 
we announce the passing 

of one of our Honorary 
Graduates, The Lord 

Cottesloe. 
Lord Cottesloe passed away on 
21 May 2018 aged 91 years. He 
was a Justice of the Peace for 

Buckinghamshire from 1984 and 
Lord Lieutenant between 1984 - 

1997.

Our thoughts are with his family 
and friends.

Datuk Seri Amar Singh (LLB, 
1991) has been appointed 
to the position of Director 

Commissioner at the Federal 
Commercial Crime Investigation 
Department (CCID) in Malaysia. 

The University is very proud of 
the success of one of our most 
prominent Malaysian alumni.

Amritaa De Silva (Computing, 2016), former Ms. World Sri Lanka 2016, has just been 
selected as a host for one of the most popular TV networks in Sri Lanka.  Amritaa will be 
hosting "Jeewitheyeta Ida Denna", a programme which involves conversations with personalities 

from a broad spectrum of society to educate viewers on a variety of matters. The show is 
telecasted daily from 7am-8am.

 
Congratulations to Amritaa on her success!

Congratulations to current 
Economics student, Abi Birch, 
who had great success at the 

SODIWSERIES (the largest 
international championship of 

go-karting).

Her many victories included: 
Highest placed UK driver, First 

Female to make it into the Super 
Master Final (top 20 drivers), and 
perhaps most impressively, 2018 

Female World Champion (12th 
overall in the World).

What fantastic achievements!

Sneha Pertab (Law with 
Business Finance, 2010) 
welcomed her first child, 
Nikolaj Koellner (pictured 
above), on 26 September 

2016. 

We send our best wishes to 
Sneha and hope she is enjoying 

motherhood.

On 30 May 2018 The University of 
Buckingham held a memorial for 

Rami Makhzoumi (Business Studies, 
2000) who sadly died in 2011 at the 

young age of 33. 
Several of Rami’s friends from school, 

and a representative for his family 
attended the event, along with 

University staff and alumni.

A Lebanese Cedar Tree was planted 
as a lasting memory of Rami, and a 
memorial bench for Rami was also 

unveiled and positioned close to where the tree has been planted. Dean Miah (Politics, Economics and Law 1998, 
LLM 2012), who studied with Rami, has also arranged that one Iftar each year will be provided for all Muslim 

students and at this event prayers will be said for Rami and other Muslim students who have sadly passed away. 
As Rami's memorial was held during Ramadan, the first Iftar took place the same evening, led by Uzair Saleh, 

current student and chair of the Islamic society. 

To see more photographs of the event and to learn more about Rami and his legacy, please see: 
https://bit.ly/2tz32ke

We regret to inform you that Nazrin Hassan (LLB, 1995) has 
passed away. 

Nazrin led a successful career as CEO of the Cradle Group in Malaysia, 
working for over 15 years promoting technology start-ups and 

encouraging young minds. 

 Nazrin leaves behind a wife and four young children.
We send our condolences to his family and friends at this tragic time.

The Cradle Group published the below profile on Nazrin, expressing the 
great loss that will be felt from his passing:

https://www.facebook.com/cradlefundsb/posts/2200023296705066

https://bit.ly/2tz32ke
https://www.facebook.com/cradlefundsb/posts/2200023296705066


Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month... Thank you to all of you who 
responded to last month's 

photograph. The below 
people have been named and 

it has been suggested the 
photo was taken in either 

2006 or 2007.

Marlon Bethel (Business 
Administration, 2007)

Luqman Alao (Economics with 
Information Systems, 2008) 

SJ

Ricky
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August

22 August - The Annual University Duck Race. More information to follow.

September

5 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, public lecture by Jocelynne Scutt. More 
information to come.

22 September - Alumni Office and Sir Anthony Seldon 'Grand Tour' of the south. More information to come.

24 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, public lecture by Nigel Collett (MA Biography, 
2003). Nigel will be launching his new book, 'A Death in Hong Kong'.

October 

5 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner 2001 - 2005 to be held in London.

9 October -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, public lecture by Jonathan Bate. More information to 
come.

November

15 November - Alumni Christmas Drinks event at Speaker's House, House of Commons. Please email                
alumni-events@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.
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Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback

Distinguished Alumnus Award 2018

Please click the link below to find out more about the award and 
to nominate the Buckingham alumnus you feel has made an 

outstanding contribution to society.

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-
alumnus-awards

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:alumni-events%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Carly Neil
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News Graduate Outcomes

International Development Officer, Trisha Ray, 
visited Mumbai in May.

Whilst in Mumbai she met with alumnus Mudit Surana 
(Business and Management with Information Systems, 

2012) who will be helping with student recruitment in the 
area. 

If you would like to find out more about recruitment and 
applying for courses with us, please email:

admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

In your final year or recently finished your course?
Please update your details!

The new Graduate Outcomes survey (which replaces the Destination of Leavers from Higher Education survey) 
launches in September and your response means a lot to us.

The survey is a government requirement and feeds into UK league tables, so please do let us have your updated 
details with us to have your say in Graduate destinations data. This is vital to helping us keep Buckingham high in 

the league tables.

Please send any updates to alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

The University of Buckingham and Ten-D Innovations are looking to 
recruit two PhD students on a fully funded scholarship. 

The newly established Ten-D Buckingham Research and Development 
Partnership involves two R&D centres, one in Shanghai and the other 
at the University of Buckingham. The Partnership is seeking two PhD 
students of high calibre to join the R&D centres.

The research project involves two main directions of exploration relating 
to Ultrasound Imaging Devices:

1) exploring the full potential of various forms of deep learning neural 
networks and transferrable learning in extracting useful features from 

ultrasound images in overcoming limitations of the conventional handcraft feature extraction approaches

2) pursuing the most recent development in Topological Data Analysis (TDA) in meta-feature extraction and the 
embedding of TDA into deep learning framework.

This research project is fully funded by Ten-D Innovations under the Ten-D Buckingham R & D Partnership 
Scheme. The fund for each research student covers the full tuition fee for the duration of the PhD, plus gives a 
stipend of £15,000 per annum. The successful candidates will be expected to spend at least 6 months per year in 
the Shanghai centre during their research. In addition to the stipend, free travel to Shanghai will also be provided.

Applicants should have a Masters or a first-class Honours degree in Computer Science or Applied Mathematics; a 
good grasp of modern machine learning technology, and possess good skills in fast prototyping of new solutions 
and other aspects of research. Excellent communication skills are essential.

To apply, please email your CV to: hongbo.du@buckingham.ac.uk by 31 July 2018

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:admissions%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:hongbo.du%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

With a week full of different festivals (EntFest, The Festival of Higher 
Education and The Buckingham Literary Festival) June has been one 
of the busiest months for the University this year. Staff, students and 
members of the public flocked to Buckingham for the spectacular 
events and we were even blessed with the sun! The festivals not only 
raise the profile of the University, they also allow us to show off our 
beautiful riverside campus to visitors and colleagues from across the 
UK. 

One of the main assets that I am keen to show visitors is the new 
Vinson Centre. The external structure is now up and the scaffolding is slowly coming down. I’m looking forward to 
seeing it once all the construction materials have been removed. It will make a stunning centre piece on Hunter 
Street.

After all of the excitement of the last few weeks it seems strange to find the campus so quiet. Most of our 
students are now on their summer break, hopefully making the most of the heat wave that has hit the UK recently, 
or enjoying time with their families at home. The students are Buckingham’s heartbeat and it will be nice to have 
them back soon to breathe life back into the place.

I also wanted to let you know that I have recently taken up a voluntary Government role as Special Representative 
for Education for the UK Saudi programme.  This includes providing intellectual leadership and a strategic steer to 
the UK / Saudi education partnership, working closely with both governments to develop a coherent programme 
for change and forging links between the UK and Saudi education systems. I will use my knowledge of running 
schools, and now a university, to identify priorities from early years to primary and secondary education and the 
transition to further education and higher education.

The partnership follows a meeting between Education Secretary Damian Hinds and Saudi Education Minister Dr 
Ahmed Al-Issa, who pledged to work together to modernise Saudi Arabia’s education system as part of the first 
official visit of the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia to the UK. The Prime Minister and Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, 
Mohammad bin Salman, signed a Memorandum of Understanding, committing the UK to supporting Saudi 
Arabia’s Vision 2030 education reforms to create a better future and greater inclusivity for Saudi Arabia.

The partnership will also increase commercial opportunities and trade between UK and Saudi in the Education 
sector and is part of a wider plan to support Saudi Arabia to develop new opportunities for young people. During 
visits to Saudi Arabia I also hope to take the opportunity to visit with our alumni in the region.  The Alumni Office 
will stay in touch and inform you of upcoming trips.

All best wishes, 
Anthony

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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