
Alumni E-Magazine
The University of Buckingham Alumni Office |  June 2018

Recommend a Friend to the University

Festival of Higher Education



Welcome

Contents

5-6 Alumni News

7 Upcoming Events 9 University Newssity8 Photo Flashback

2 Announcements

2

10 The Swan Concert 
and Contact Details

3-4   Dr. Larry Culliford, EntFest, 
Manchester Event and Royal Wedding

Dear all, 

June is probably one of the busiest months in the University’s calendar and I do hope we 
may see some of you on campus.  As you will see in this magazine, we have the Festival 
of Higher Education, (begun by the Vice-Chancellor this will be the third year it has taken 
place) and also in its third year is the Buckingham Literary Festival, which gets bigger and 
better each year.  You are all, of course, very welcome indeed to come to any of these 
events.  Please do pop up to the Alumni Office to say “hi” if you are on campus.
The Peter Jones Enterprise Festival will be held for the first time this year, and is a fantastic 
link for the University.   Beginning with a graduation ceremony in the Church for the Peter 
Jones Academy graduates, there is then a day of networking, fun and food! Do read about 
this on page 3 and come along if you can.

You will also see on page 7 that the Vice-Chancellor and the Alumni Office will be visiting Bath on 22 September.  If you live in 
the area we would be thrilled to see you.  We are currently arranging the venue in central Bath and will let you know as soon 
as we have all the final details.  If you would like to sign up in advance, please do send a note to Helen at helen.watts@
buckingham.ac.uk 

It is again the time of the year where we ask for your nominations for Distinguished Alumnus of the Year.  Please see the 
link here: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards The recipient of the 
award will be invited to the Alumni Annual Reunion event in London on 5 October where they will be presented with the 
prize. I'd also like to give an early note to let you know that the Alumni Association would like invite you to a Christmas drinks 
event on 15 November from 6.00-8.00pm in London.  We are very lucky indeed that the Rt Hon John Bercow is very kindly 
allowing us to use the State Rooms in Speakers House for this event.  Again, please do message Helen to book a space.  
Details will be sent closer to the time.

Lastly, we this month welcome Carly Neil to the Alumni Office as the Data Co-ordinator.  She is working with Pam (who 
will be retiring shortly) to learn the ropes.  I am sure you will be in touch with them both in the next month or so and while 
welcoming Carly, we thank Pam for her phenomenal work on the database over the past 10 years and more.  It is a vital job 
that helps us stay in touch with you.  Our sole aim!

With very best wishes,
Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Announcements

We're launching a new MA in United 
Nations and Diplomatic Studies!

 
Please email 

paul.graham@buckingham.ac.uk 
for more information about this exciting 

new course.

Recommend a Friend to Buckingham 
and earn £250! See the link below for 

more information:

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-
giving/services/appreciation
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Manchester Alumni Event

On Saturday 5 May the Alumni Office travelled to Manchester with our Vice-Chancellor Sir Anthony 
Seldon, Dr Frances Robinson (Director of Collaborations), Roger Perkins (Head of Journalism) and 
Marianne Collier (International Recruitment Coordinator) to host an alumni event at The Wharf.

It was a beautiful sunny day and approximately 20 alumni and potential students came along to the event. It was 
lovely to socialise with them all. Keep a look out for details on our visit to Bath on Saturday 22 September!

‘SEEKING WISDOM - A SPIRITUAL MANIFESTO’  
A PUBLIC BOOK LAUNCH

 BY DR. LARRY CULLIFORD
Monday 11 June 2018

7pm, The Radcliffe Centre

Passionate about helping people better understand themselves and each 
other, Dr. Larry Culliford - a former physician and psychiatrist turned writer - 
will be discussing his acclaimed new book, an inspirational fusion of science 
and spirituality, offering insightful analysis of the world’s major problems and 

suggestions for putting them right.

For more information please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/
events/lectures

To reserve a seat please email helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

Royal Wedding 2018

The Royal Wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle took place on Saturday 19 May. Sir Anthony 
Seldon invited students, staff and local people to watch the wedding in the stunning gardens of his 

house on the Hunter Street Campus. 

The weather was beautiful and people bought picnics with them to enjoy whilst watching the festivities. 

Vice-Chancellor's Lecture Series

EntFest

EntFest is a unique celebration of enterprise and entrepreneurship. Brought to you by the Peter Jones 
Foundation for Enterprise and hosted by the University of Buckingham, this free one-day festival will bring stu-

dents, young entrepreneurs, business founders, leaders and investors together to network, learn and champion 
enterprise in all its forms.

Monday 11th June 2018
University of Buckingham

https://entfest.delegatemanager.com/pages/view/id/1

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures
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Alumni News
Nigel Collett (MA Biography, 2003) has published a new 

book, 'A Death in Hong Kong'. Nigel will also be speaking at 
the University on 24 September (see page 7). Please see an 

introduction to the book below: 

In January 1980 a young police officer named John MacLennan 
committed suicide in his Ho Man Tin flat. His death came mere hours 
before he was to be arrested for committing homosexual acts still, at 
that point, illegal in Hong Kong. But this was more than the desperate 

act of a young man, ashamed and afraid; both his death and the 
subsequent investigation were a smokescreen for a scandal that went 

to the heart of the establishment. 
MacLennan came to Hong Kong from Scotland during a time of social 

unrest and corruption scandals, a time when the triads still took 
their cut, and when homosexuality and paedophilia were considered 

interchangeable and both offered easy targets for blackmail. The 
governorship of Sir Murray MacLehose was to be a time of reform 

and progress, but with that remit came the determination of many to 
suppress scandals and silence those who stirred up trouble. Both the 
life and death of John MacLennan seemed to many of those in power 

to threaten the stability of one of Britain’s last colonies.
You can buy a copy of Nigel's book here: https://goo.gl/WmvLTx

Mabel Leung (LLB, 2003) works 
as English Legal Editor and Legal 

English and Plain Language 
Trainer at the law firm Stribbe, 
based in Brussels. Stribbe has 
just won two awards for Belgium 
Law Firm of the Year, one from 

Chambers and another from Who's 
Who Legal.

Congratulations to Mabel and all of 
the Stribbe employees on such a 

great achievement.

Nukhbah Langah (English Literature, 1997) is 
working temporarily in London as Charles Wallace 

Fellow at SOAS University of London. 
Nukhbah is also Dean of Humanities at Forman 
Christian College University in Lahore, Pakistan. 

We hope that she enjoys her time working here in the 
UK.

The family of late Law lecturer 
and alumnus, Dinesh Rajp (LLB 

2003, LLM 2006), would like 
to share the above photograph 

with Buckingham alumni.

The photo was taken at Dinesh's 
family's holiday home in 

Bournemouth, and shows the sea 
behind where Dinesh's ashes were 

recently scattered.

What a beautiful view. Our 
thoughts remain with Dinesh's 
family, particularly his parents 

Nawin and Lila. 

Mallika Basu (Business Studies, 
2000) has published an Indian 
recipe book with Bloomsbury 

Publishing. 

Mallika's book is aimed at the 
modern generation and contains 

wholesome recipes, shortcuts and 
easy cheats to create real Indian 
flavours for the way we live, cook 

and eat today.

To purchase your copy, please see:
https://amzn.to/2IvAzl4

Janice Denoncourt (former 
Law lecturer) has published 
a new research monograph 

with Routledge called 
'Intellectual Property, 
Finance and Corporate 

Governance'. 

To learn more about the book 
and to order your copy please 

see the link below: 

https://bit.ly/2HHFceI

20% Discount Available - enter 
the code FLR40 at

checkout.

Faisal Agha (LLB, 1997) has 
recently been elevated to the 
position of Bench at The High 

Court of Sindh at Karachi, 
Pakistan.

We send our congratulations to 
Faisal on his success and wish him 

all the best in the future. 

Jack McGuinness (Economics, 
2018) has been offered a place 

at Trinity College, Dublin to 
study MSc Accounting. He 

will be starting his degree in 
September.

Well done, Jack. We hope you enjoy 
studying in Ireland!

Eri Matsuoka (English Studies for Teaching, 2012) 
is looking for parents/single parents who studied, or 
worked (currently or in the past), at the University 

while bringing up children. She says: “I would really 
like to hear your story. Did you find it difficult? What 

support did you get and what support would you have 
liked to receive? I am gathering information to help 
other parents who would like to study and/or work 
at the University.” Please email any responses to: 

erimatsuoka77@hotmail.com

https://goo.gl/WmvLTx
https://amzn.to/2IvAzl4
https://bit.ly/2HHFceI
mailto:erimatsuoka77%40hotmail.com%20?subject=


Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...

It is estimated that last month's 
photograph was taken between 

2005 - 2006. 

If you recognise anyone do let us 
know.
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June

11 June -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, book launch by Dr. Larry Culliford. Please see https://
www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures for more information.

11 June - EntFest hosted by Peter Jones CBE. Please see page 3 for more information.

13 - 14 June - The Festival of Higher Education. For more information please see: http://www.hefestival.com/

14 - 17 June - Buckingham Literary Festival. Please see https://www.bucklitfest.org/ for more information.

September

5 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, public lecture by Jocelynne Scutt. More 
information to come soon here: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

22 September - Alumni Office and Sir Anthony Seldon 'Grand Tour' of the south. More information to come.

24 September - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, public lecture by Nigel Collett. More information 
to come soon here: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

October 

5 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner 2001 - 2005. Further details will be provided at a later date.

9 October -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, public lecture by Jonathan Bate. More information to 
come soon here: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures

November

15 November - Alumni Christmas Drinks event at Speaker's House, House of Commons. Please keep an eye out 
for further details.

8

Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News The Swan Charity Concert

The University of Buckingham is hosting the third annual Festival of Higher Education on 13 and 14 June 2018.
There are many high profile speakers attending. For a full list of speakers so far, please visit: 

http://www.hefestival.com/speakers/

Themes this year include: social mobility, raising teaching quality, the transition to work and HE, mental health 
and wellbeing, freedom of speech, artificial intelligence, provision of comprehensive education, fair funding, and 

is the curriculum fit for purpose?

Tickets for one or both days can be purchased from our website: 
www.hefestival.com

At the end of April, two MK Dons players, Callum Brittain (third from the right) and Brandon Thomas-
Asante (second from the left), came to the Tanlaw Mill to play FIFA with a group of students and 

members of the public.

It was a great opportunity for our students to meet the players and yet another perk of our partnership with the 
up and coming football team. 

Join the University of Buckingham students, staff and alumni for an evening of music on July 25th. 
Organised by fourth year medical student Richard Lin and alumna Chloe (International Studies with Spanish, 
2018), the concert will be held at 7 o’clock in the evening at Radcliffe Centre. The programme will consist of 

a variety of classical and contemporary music. Tickets cost £5 and can be purchased through Eventbrite and 
raffle tickets will be sold on the night. All proceeds will go to Macmillan Cancer support and Thames Valley Air 

Ambulance.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/swan-concert-for-macmillan-and-air-ambulance-tickets-45093640292

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://www.hefestival.com/speakers/
http://www.hefestival.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/swan-concert-for-macmillan-and-air-ambulance-tickets-45093640292 


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

This spring the University is brimming with new growth, particularly 
with new courses under development. These include an MA in United 
Nations (UN) Studies, led by Mark Seddon, who brings with him 
decades of experience as a correspondent with the BBC and with the 
UN as Ban Qi-Moon's speech writer. The UN was formed in London 
and the first Secretary General was British, so it’s incredible that there 
has been no centre dedicated to the study of the UN in Europe until 
now. 

I’m sure you will share my delight with the news that our own 
Ed Smith, course leader of the MA in History of Sport, has been 

appointed as Selector of the England national cricket team. It's great news that alongside this new position he will 
maintain the development work that is going on to form a new Institute with the University of Buckingham.  

Over the past few weeks we held interviews for the new position of Chief Operating Officer at the University. The 
field was very strong and I'm grateful to all of those who helped with the selection process led by Jane Tapsell, 
Pro Vice-Chancellor. I'm happy to announce that Emma Potts, the serving Academic Registrar at the University of 
Oxford, has accepted the post and will join us in September.  

The wonderful British festival season is here and Buckingham will be hosting three in a row. First we will host, with 
the Peter Jones Foundation, the 'EntFest' during which 700 young people will immerse themselves in the world of 
entrepreneurship. We are grateful to Buckinghamshire Business First for sponsoring the event and I hope that all 
eyes will be on The Vinson Centre which will soon be the home for the expanding entrepreneurship centre. 

Second we have the annual Festival of Higher Education. We have a great line-up this year including appearances 
by Lord Adonis, Sam Gyimah and David Willetts. I can't think of any other occasion where so many influential 
leaders and thinkers in Higher Education will gather in one spot. Do join us on the 13th/14th of June. You can find 
out more here: http://www.hefestival.com/

Finally, when the HE Festival draws to a close, our colleagues at The Buckingham Literary Festival will take over 
the Hunter Street Campus. Their line up would be the envy of Hay on Wye.

I hope that you will join us at one or more of these events. Please do come and enjoy the garden at Ondaatje Hall, 
which is in use by students and academic colleagues every day of the year.  

Best wishes,
Anthony

http://www.hefestival.com/
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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