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Dear all, 

Here in Buckingham, and all over the UK, we have had the most glorious May bank holiday 
weather.  In the Alumni Office our weekend got off to a very good start with a trip to 
Manchester to see our alumni who live in the region.  The Vice-Chancellor came with us, 
together with Roger Perkins and Dr Frances Robinson. We visited the Wharf which is a 
beautiful pub by the canal.  It was so good to catch up with alumni, prospective students 
and former staff (including Professor Alistair Alcock and Harriet Hamilton) and it will 
certainly not be our last trip to the north.  We will be back next year.

On 22 September we will be visiting Bath for the second half of our tour, so please look out 
for further details of that trip and do sign up with Helen (helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk) at any time to secure a place, 
or to get further details.   

On 11 June the Peter Jones Foundation will be holding their graduation ceremony at Buckingham, followed by EntFest (a 
Festival of Enterprise) to which The University of Buckingham and local school students are all invited.  Further details can 
be found on page 9 and if any of our alumni are interested in getting involved please don’t hesitate to get in touch (info@
pjfoundation.org).

We also want to help the Marketing Department with recruitment for September.  If you know of anyone who is unsure of 
where they wish to study this autumn, or who you feel will benefit by coming to Buckingham, please do encourage them to 
come to an Open Day, or simply just get in touch.  Word of mouth always works so well for Buckingham and your support is 
hugely appreciated.

Lastly, we will be holding our next annual reunion on 5 October in London and will be sending out the details on social media 
and via the e-magazine soon.  This year we will be inviting graduates from 2001-2005.  However, anyone who may have 
missed out in previous years is very welcome to attend.

Hoping to see you soon,
Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Professor David Jacques Wins Current 
Archaeology Award for the Best 

Research Project of the Year

University of Buckingham archaeologist Professor David Jacques has won the most prestigious archaeology award 
in the country for his pioneering work at Stonehenge.

He received the largest number of votes in the annual Current Archaeology award for the Best Research Project of 
the Year.

The excavations at Blick Mead, about a mile from the ancient monument, have provided a plethora of information 
about life in Mesolithic Britain, including evidence of meeting and feasting practices, but archaeologists have also 

discovered evidence for the transition into a more Neolithic way of life.

Recently, the University of Buckingham team has expressed concerns that current plans for the Stonehenge 
tunnel could adversely affect the historic environment and reduce the water table at Blick Mead, destroying its 

rare organic remains.

Professor Jacques said: “I want to thank Current Archaeology, who were the first to notice Blick Mead and its 
significance in terms of revealing the story behind Stonehenge. I’d also like to thank the University for their 

support and everyone who voted for us. This is a real David and Goliath battle – for the award we were up against 
large universities and it’s incredible that one of the country’s smallest has won the award.

“It is absolutely vital that the tunnel doesn’t go ahead. If it does, we may never be able to piece together the 
fragments which are gradually revealing possible reasons behind the construction of Stonehenge.”

Professor Jacques runs an archaeology MA which incorporates a two-week dig at Stonehenge unearthing vital 
evidence that has helped uncover details of the history of Stonehenge.

So far the digs, which he has been running for a decade, have uncovered the oldest “eco” house in the Stonehenge 
landscape – an upturned tree used as a home, evidence of the worlds’ oldest cooked frogs’ legs (bones) and the 

longest continuous period of occupation following the Ice Age anywhere in Britain.

Detail of the Archaeology MA:  https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/archaeology
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DAVID JACQUES 
(Winner of the Current Archaeology Award for the Best Research Project of the Year)

‘BLICK MEAD’
Wednesday 23 May 2018, 6:30pm 

The Radcliffe Centre
Tickets £5

Join us for a fascinating evening celebrating David Jacques’ groundbreaking research into the 
origins of Stonehenge. The Stonehenge landscape is one of the most famous prehistoric places 
in the world, but much about the purpose and origins of the stones remains a mystery and little 

attention has been paid to what human settlement may have preceded them and influenced 
their ritual character. However, the exciting excavations conducted by David and the University 
of Buckingham at Blick Mead, some 2km from Stonehenge, have yielded astonishing quantities 

of hunter gatherer artefacts, together with evidence of people coming to the site for some 
4,000 years.

To purchase your ticket please follow this link: https://www.bucklitfest.org/, alternatively if 
you’d like to reserve a seat and pay on the door please email helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

The Buckingham Literary Festival will be taking place at the University from Thursday 14 
June - Sunday 17 June 2018. 

The Buckingham Literary Festival is a not-for-profit organisation, run by volunteers and 
responsible for generating sufficient funds to cover all costs.

To see more about who will be speaking and to purchase your tickets, please see: 
https://www.bucklitfest.org/

If you have any questions about the event, please email:
info@bucklitfest.org

https://www.bucklitfest.org/
mailto:info%40bucklitfest.org?subject=
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Alumni News

Michael Keywood (Accounting and Financial 
Management, 2014) has started his own project 

management and property maintenance company. 

After taking on the Real Estate world and bringing his 
estate agency Belvoir! to award-winning status (they 
recently won a bronze ESTA which is the equivalent of 

an Academy Award in property) he has started Keywood 
Projects & Property Maintenance (kpm.) 

kpm. specialises in sourcing land or investment 
properties for clients, then refurbishing or developing 

those opportunities.

Michael formed this company on the core principle 
of ‘investing in the relationship’ so aims and goals are 

understood correctly. 

At the beginning of April, Petar 
Goulev (Electronic Commerce, 

2001), visited Buckingham.

Whilst here, Petar meet with Anne 
Matsuoka, Head of Alumni and 

Graduation.
 

It was lovely to see Petar, we hope 
he will visit us again soon.

Janey Howell (LLB, 1983) has recently 
transformed her family's Caribbean 

retreat in beautiful Antigua. 'The 
Great House' is 400 years old and is a 

former sugar plantation. 

To read more about her new venture, and 
to find out more about the history of the 

resort, please see the link below:

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/
travel/caribbean-retreat-loved-royalty-

hollywood-14516727 

Jonathan Ayris (Business 
and Management 2013) has 

recently been promoted to the 
position of  Mortgage Business 
Unit Manager at Connells Head 

Offices in Leighton Buzzard.

The University helped Jonathan to 
find his initial position at Connells 

in 2013.

What a huge achievement! 
Many congratulations on your 

success Jonathan. 

Giles Wollenmann (MA Security 
and Intelligence Studies 2012, 

DPhil International Studies 
2017) ran the Zurich Marathon 

on 22 April. 

Giles ran the marathon in The 
University of Buckingham colours, 
and applied the Galloway method 
to avoid injury (run for 10 minutes, 

walk for 2 minutes).

The marathon was 26.2 miles long 
and Giles finished on time, without 

an injury. Well done, Giles!

Glenn McPhee (Security and 
Intelligence Studies, 2015) 

has published a book about 
the Bahamas.

The book is titled 'Guardians 
of An Archipelago' and gives 

readers an insight to The 
Bahamas’ link to the secret 

intelligence tradecraft. 

The book has already received 
wonderful reviews and is 

available to purchase here:
https://amzn.to/2EPTpk2 

Chloe Goodman (Business 
and Management, 2018) has 

completed a 2 month Marketing 
Internship at Wealth and Tax 
Management arranged via the 

Careers Hub at the University, and 
has now been offered a contract as 
a Commercial Marketing Assistant.

Well done Chloe! We hope you 
enjoy your new position. 

Yoshinori Sen (History of Art 
and Heritage Management, 

1996) became the Master of Tea 
Ceremony at Omote Sente Style 

on 28 February 2018.

Yoshinori-Sensei is pictured 
above with fellow alumni June 
Sato (Accounting and Financial 

Management, 1996), Eijiro Kanbe 
(Modern History, 1995) and Mitsu 

Yamamoto (Business Studies, 1997).

Maybe kpm. can help you?
keywoodpm@gmail.com

linkedin.com/in/michaelkeywood
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https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/travel/caribbean-retreat-loved-royalty-hollywood-14516727 
https://amzn.to/2EPTpk2 
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mailto:www.linkedin.com/in/michaelkeywood?subject=


Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? Can you guess what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...

We didn't have any responses to last 
month's photograph!

Do let us know if you recognise 
anyone.
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May

17 May - 'Buying The Right Cryptocurrencies - Which Coins Will Thrive?'
6.45 - 8.15pm, the Pelham Hotel, South Kensington, London

Alumnus, Peter Adediran (LLB, 1990), has written to invite Buckingham staff, students, and alumni to “a 
spectacular event on Crypto Coins and Utility Coins”.

23 May -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by David Jacques.  Please see https://www.
bucklitfest.org/ for more information.

June

6 June - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Anne Sebba. Please see https://www.
bucklitfest.org/ for more information.

11 June -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, book launch by Dr. Larry Culliford. Please see https://
www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/events/lectures for more information.

11 June - EntFest hosted by Peter Jones CBE. Please see page 9 for more information.

13 - 14 June - The Festival of Higher Education. For more information please see: http://www.hefestival.com/

14 - 17 June - Buckingham Literary Festival. Please see page 4 for more information. 

September

22 September - Alumni Office and Sir Anthony Seldon 'Grand Tour' of the south. More information to come.
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Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News TenD Launch

The University of Buckingham is hosting the third annual Festival of Higher Education on 13 and 14 
June 2018. There are many high profile speakers attending. For a full list of speakers so far, please visit: 

http://www.hefestival.com/speakers/

Themes this year include: social mobility, raising teaching quality, the transition to work and HE, mental health 
and wellbeing, freedom of speech, artificial intelligence, provision of comprehensive education, fair funding, and 

is the curriculum fit for purpose?

Tickets for one or both days can be purchased from our website: 
www.hefestival.com

Join Peter Jones CBE and a host of business leaders and entrepreneurs at the Peter Jones Foundation’s inaugural 
festival of enterprise, EntFest, to be hosted by the University of Buckingham on Monday 11th June. 

EntFest is a free one-day event that will bring students, young entrepreneurs, business founders and investors 
together to network, learn and champion enterprise in all its forms. The festival offers a unique opportunity for 
University undergraduates and alumni with businesses to pitch for investment, take up a market stall or join in 

networking sessions. 

For more information and to register click here or email info@pjfoundation.org

On Wednesday 11 April the University of 
Buckingham held a launch for the TenD Innovation 

Centre for Data Science and Machine Learning. 

As mentioned in the February E-Magazine, the 
partnership with TenD Energies (Shanghai) is a major 
milestone for research for the University's Computing 

Department. 

We look forward to hearing more about this partnership 
and the wonderful opportunities it will bring to 

Buckingham.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://www.hefestival.com/speakers/
http://www.hefestival.com
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An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

All four seasons took it in turns to visit the campus this month; one 
day it felt like the Mediterranean; the next, more like Siberia. In spite 
of the lashings of wind and rain, the Vinson Building continues to take 
shape and it's looking magnificent.  

The modest elegance of the external brickwork matches and reflects 
the 18th Century style of Yeomanry House and Prebend House, 
however the inside contrasts this with its modern open plan spaces 
and suspended steps. I hope that you will visit around the time of 
opening to experience the building for yourselves. It will be a space 

for sharing and will truly transform the Hunter Street Campus. A warm welcome will await the whole community. 

We are lucky to find ourselves at the centre of a very interesting region as the government grapples with how to 
deliver growth in the Oxford-Cambridge Corridor. We are right in the heart of it and met on the 30 April with 20 
government leaders to explore the role that the University of Buckingham can play. We learn that there will, over 
the next few years, be a million more people living in an area that will attract £1bn of inward investment. We are 
exploring how Buckingham, as one of the universities in the area, will drive growth, innovation and also offer the 
enrichment of culture to the local communities.

Here on campus we have also been interviewing for a number of new job posts. Perhaps the most significant 
of these is the role of Chief Operating Officer. The person chosen will perform a pivotal part in plans for 
Buckingham’s growth. I look forward to finding out who this person will be and to sharing the news with you. 

I was so thrilled to learn from colleagues in the Development Office about the number of people who are choosing 
to include the University in their wills. This will enable us to achieve great things and we are honoured that you 
chose us to help your legacy live on. 

Over the next few months, I will be touring the country for various events. I do hope to meet some of you and find 
out more about your own Buckingham experience. 

Best wishes,
Anthony

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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