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Dear all, 

Although we planned as carefully as we could for Graduation what we had absolutely no 
control over was the weather!  On Friday, for the first three ceremonies the weather was 
sunny, and relatively warm for the time of the year.  On Saturday, it was bitterly cold and 
windy and by the time we all set off for the Swan Ball (held at Whittlebury Hall) the snow 
had begun to settle.  This did not deter a single guest however, and we were all there for the 
dinner and dancing! 

What made graduation extra special this year was that we had a second generation 
of graduating students, from three families!  You will see on page 6 a picture of Justin 
Codrai (Law, 1979) and his two children (Ben and Lorna), who both graduated on Friday.  On Saturday I met with Federico 
Marescotti (Economics, 1980) in the marquee, who was there, with his family, for his son Carlo's graduation from the Law 
School (photograph also on page 6).  Also there was Sangeeta Sidhu-Robb (Law, 1988), whose son, Amman, graduated in 
History & Economics. The Buckingham family continues to grow and it was a wonderful feeling to welcome you all back.

On 28 March, a special ceremony was held in New York to confer an Honorary Degree on Professor Martin Seligman.  You 
can read about this in the Vice-Chancellor's article on page 11, but I would just like to thank all the alumni who came to 
the event.  It was a lovely evening, and the "in conversation", after the event between the Vice-Chancellor and Professor 
Seligman on mindfulness and Positive Psychology was fascinating.  A huge thank you to alumnus Tara Enahoro (Law, 2016), 
who acted as Master of Ceremonies.

We have much happening for the rest of the year:
-  If you are in the area of Manchester on Saturday 5 May, a group of us are visiting from Buckingham, and we will be holding 
a brunch at the Wharf, between 11am to 3pm. If you would like to come along, please do let Helen know (helen.watts@
buckingham.ac.uk) as soon as possible.
- The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series has some great lecturers coming to Buckingham, so please do look at the list 
on page 4. It would great to see you at some of these.
 - The alumni annual Reunion Dinner will be held in October, in London, and as soon as we have further details we will let you 
know.  

Very best wishes,
 
Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Photographs from our annual Graduation ceremonies on Friday 16 and Saturday 17 March.

We hosted five ceremonies over the two days, Business, Humanities and Science & HRI on Friday, followed by Law 
and Education on Saturday. We had three guest speakers (Mr Pete Winkelman, Sir David Carter and Mr Ed Smith) 

and one Honorary Graduate (Mr Richard Mawrey QC) this year, each of whom gave wonderfully inspiring speeches 
to the graduands. See page 10 for a list of our Prize Winners for 2018.

Graduation 2018
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THE VICE-CHANCELLOR’S 
PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES

To purchase your tickets please follow this link:
https://www.bucklitfest.org/

There will be a limited number of tickets on the door. For any further information please 
contact helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

FOR THE FULL LIST OF UPCOMING LECTURES PLEASE SEE THE WEBSITE ABOVE.

APRIL 2018

MARK STEVENSON 
"The Future and What to do About it"
Monday 30 April 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre 
Tickets £5

3

MAY 2018

DAVID JACQUES
'Blick Mead'
Wednesday 23 May 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre 
Tickets £5

JUNE 2018

ANNE SEBBA 
"Les Parisiennes"
Wednesday 6 June 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre 
Tickets £5

On 15 March 2018 a group of students and alumni arranged a memorial for the 
late alumnus and lecturer, Dinesh Rajp. 

The memorial was held in the bar of the OTM and was well attended by staff, alumni and current students 
who had been taught by him. They all came to raise a glass to Dinesh and see the unveiling of his 

memorial plaque above the bar.

Fred Motson (Law with Politics, 2007), (Anu)oluwapo Adewole (MA Security and Intelligence Studies) and 
Professor Susan Edwards spoke most warmly about Dinesh and his huge contribution to Buckingham.

Remembering Dinesh Rajp

Andrea Baronti (LLM, 2018) and Yashwanth Krishnan (LLM, 2018)(Anu)oluwapo Adewole (MA Security and Intelligence Studies), 
Chelsea Motson (nee Tomlinson), Fred Motson (Law with Politics, 

2007 and current Law lecturer), Jill Durbin (nee St John, Law, 2007) 
and Tom Durbin (LLB 2007, LLM 2008)

https://www.bucklitfest.org/
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Mr Richard Mawrey QC was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate in Law at our Law Graduation ceremony on 

Saturday 17 March.

Born in 1942, Mawrey was educated at Rossall and 
Magdalen College Oxford, taking a first in Law and winning 
the Eldon Law Scholarship. Called to the Bar in 1964 he has 
practised as a Barrister in London since 1965, talking silk in 

1986. After a general practice
at the Bar, in the latter years Mawrey has specialised in 

consumer law and IT litigation. He has had a long career as 
a part-time Judge, having been appointed a Crown Court 
Recorder in 1981 and a deputy High Court Judge in 1995. 
Mr Mawrey is best known, however, as an Election Judge, 

trying cases involving serious electoral
malpractice in Birmingham, Slough and Tower Hamlets in 

one of which he notoriously said the frauds involved would 
‘disgrace a banana republic’. He is also the author or editor 
of several standard law books. Mr Mawrey is a founder and 

trustee of the heritage charity Historic Gardens Foundation.

Welcome to the Buckingham family, Mr Mawrey!

Professor Martin Seligman was 
awarded an Honorary Doctorate 
of Science in a ceremony in New 

York on 28 March 2018.

For more information on Professor 
Seligman and the ceremony in New 

York, please see page 11.

Henry Adebonojo (LLB, 1982) was Director of Photography for 
the award winning documentary 'I Am Not Your Negro'.

The documentary has recently won a BAFTA for the 'Best 
Documentary' and a César Award for the 'Best Documentary Film'. 

Congratulations to Henry on his success!

Henry is currently working on currently working on a project about a 
self taught folk art painter from Alabama who began painting late in 

life. You can read more here:
http://www.billtraylorchasingghosts.com/ 

Justin Codrai (LLB, 1979) returned to 
Buckingham in March to celebrate the 

graduations of both of his children, 
Ben (Management in a Service 

Economy, 2018) and Lorna (English 
Literature, 2018). 

It's always great to see our alumni, and 
even better when we can say we have 

educated an entire family!
We congratulate Ben and Lorna on their 

graduations and wish them all the best in 
their future endeavors. 

We hope to see the Codrai family again 
soon.

 Pearl Lam (Accounting and Financial 
Management, 1982) owns two art galleries in 

China, in Hong Kong and Shanghai. 
The galleries are a noteworthy part of Asia’s 

contemporary art scene.

For more information on the galleries and their 
upcoming exhibitions, please see the link below.

https://www.pearllam.com/

Peter Adediran (LLB, 1990) has been accepted 
as a candidate on the Judicial Work Shadowing 

Scheme within the Copyright Tribunal in the 
Judiciary.

The Shadowing Scheme gives accepted legal 
practitioners an insight into the work of a judge, to help 

them decide if it is the right career for them.

Congratulations, Peter. We hope you enjoy the scheme!

Federico Marescotti (Economics, 1980) also returned 
to Buckingham in March. Federico was on campus to 
celebrate the graduation of his son Carlo (Law with 

Business Finance, 2018).
 

We enjoyed catching up with Federico, and hope Carlo 
enjoys life after Buckingham and keeps in touch with us in 

the Alumni Office as his father has done.

(Federico is pictured second from the left, and Carlo 
second from the right)

http://www.billtraylorchasingghosts.com/
https://www.pearllam.com/


This month we're remembering Graduation over the years. Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...

One person has been identified from 
last month's photograph!

Farhad Topan (LLB 1990, Accounting and 
Financial Management 1992)

If you recognise anyone else in this 
photograph please let lucy know at the 

email address above.
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April

30 April - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Mark Stevenson. Please see page 4 for more 
information.

May

5 May - Alumni Office and Sir Anthony Seldon 'Grand Tour' of the north.

17 May - 'Buying The Right Cryptocurrencies - Which Coins Will Thrive?'
6.45 - 8.15pm, the Pelham Hotel, South Kensington, London

Alumnus, Peter Adediran (LLB, 1990), has written to invite Buckingham staff, students, and alumni to “a 
spectacular event on Crypto Coins and Utility Coins”.

23 May -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by David Jacques. More details to follow.

June

6 June - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Anne Sebba. Please see page 4 for more 
information.

8

Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News Prize Winners 2018

Matthew Walker-Roberts 
(Business and Management 

with Spanish, 2018) 
was awarded The Edgar 

Palamountain Medal 
for Excellence by Mrs 

Chloe Woodhead (Edgar 
Palamountain's daughter). 

The Palamountain Medal was 
instituted in memory of Edgar 

Palamountain (Chairman of 
Council at Buckingham 1979-
1984) and is given each year 
to the undergraduate who is 
judged 'first among equals'.

Our Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, has accepted an 
invitation from the government to become the UK Special 

Representative for Saudi Education. 

Anthony aims to help steer Saudi Arabia to deliver a high quality 
academic and holistic/wellbeing education for all.

In March, a lunch was held honouring artist 
Anthony Green RA at the Vice-Chancellor's 

house, Ondaatje Hall.

Anthony (seated centre) has donated his artwork 
to the University and is also writing a book 

to be published by The University of Buckingham 
Press about the collection.

Freya Lenton (Psychology, 
2018) was awarded The 

G-Volution Prize for 
Academic Distinction by 

Mrs Anne Matsuoka (Head 
of Alumni and Graduation) 
on behalf of Mr Chris Smith 
(European Studies, 1984)
who was unable to attend 
the Graduation ceremony.

The G-Volution prize is 
awarded for exceptional 

academic performance during 
undergraduate studies at 

Buckingham.

Eleonora Winger (MA 
Security, Intelligence and 

Diplomacy, 2018)  was 
awarded The Dame Barbara 
Shenfield Award by Mr Peter 
Lewis (Dame Barbara's son). 

The Dame Barbara Shenfield 
Award was instituted in 

memory of Dame Barbara 
Shenfield, a founder of the 
University's Council. The 

award is given annually to the 
postgraduate who is judged to 
have achieved the best overall 

performance of the year.

On a recent trip to New York, Sir Anthony Seldon and Alistair Lomax (Head of Development) hosted 
the inaugural meeting of the North American Advisory Board, including of several Buckingham alumni: 

Tara Enahoro (LLB 2015, LLM 2016), Katharine Ramsden (Visiting Student, 1978), Richard Stein (History, Politics 
and English Literature, 1984), Llewellyn Boyer-Cartwright (LLB, 1994) and Jeff Gartzman (Visiting Student, 1977).

 
We look forward to working with the board to help strengthen Buckingham's future.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

Graduation seemed to fly by, and I have just returned from a busy few 
days in New York with several colleagues where I was reminded of the 
global influence that Buckingham has and how it can sometimes feel 
like the United Nations, representing so many different nationalities.    

The plans for a new Centre for UN Studies at Buckingham under 
the leadership of Mark Seddon (British Journalist) and Paul Graham 
(Dean of Social Sciences) were discussed at a lunch held during 
my trip to New York. The plans are underpinned by three things: 
extraordinary goodwill and the feeling that a new Centre for UN 
Studies would be welcomed in the country which hosted the first 

meetings on the UN, the great level of experience and expertise available and the practical support of the UN 
itself and the other institutions involved who will be ready to play a role in our partnership. 

We also paid a flying visit to the architectural team at Perkins Eastman, who have been working on designing 
a new building for Buckingham, under the guidance of Brad Perkins and James Butterfield. We hope that this 
beautiful building will become the future home of the Law School. We are looking forward to Perkins Eastman’s 
visit to the campus in May to discuss further details and plans.

It was a pleasure to meet, for the first time, the founding members of the Buckingham North American Advisory 
Board which has been set up to help raise our profile, recruit students and raise funds.  It was also wonderful 
to meet so many of the North American alumni. Nobody understands or owns the culture and history of 
Buckingham with more authenticity than the alumni. 

The grand finale, organised brilliantly by the Alumni and Graduation team, Anne Matsuoka and Pat Smith, was a 
ceremony to confer an Honorary Doctorate upon Professor Martin Seligman, followed by a champagne reception.
Martin Seligman’s work, as the founder of Positive Psychology, is having a profound impact on the whole of 
Buckingham, on how we teach and on our culture. As Professor Alan Martin, Head of the Psychology Department, 
reminded us in his citation, ‘Positive Psychology is the antidote to the conflict and poisonous tribalism of modern 
politics.’  

Seligman is expanding Positive Psychology into the areas of education, health, sport, politics and neuroscience. 
We are honoured that he accepted our invitation to become an Honorary Graduate of this University. 

I hope you all had a good Easter break,
Anthony

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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