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MA in Dickens Studies by Research 
 

 
Qualification Start Date FT or PT Entry Requirements Assessment 

Master of Arts 
(MA) 

  

October  

  

Full-time 

  

First or second honours degree or relevant experience 

For required level of English, please refer to 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/international/englishlanguage-requirements/ 

Dissertation 

  

 

 
Course Outline 
 

Based in the city that gave Charles Dickens inspiration 
throughout his writing life, this groundbreaking London 
research programme offers students unique access not only to 
world-class scholars and practitioners drawn from the field of 
Dickens Studies and the media, but furthermore to the unique 
collections of the Charles Dickens Museum. 
 
It is directed by Professor John Drew and Dr Pete Orford, 
Dickens experts of international reputation, who are also full-
time members of the university’s highly regarded Department 
of English. 
 
The course enables the student to undertake research on a 
specific topic, agreed with the supervisor, in any area of 
Dickens Studies: his novels, short fiction, journalism, plays, 
the public readings, adaptations of his work (cinematic, 
theatrical) as well as comparative work on translations, writing 
by precursors, contemporaries, rivals, imitators and inheritors.  

 
The research is presented in the form of three ‘Project Preliminaries’: an extended research proposal, an 
annotated bibliography, and a short research-based case study for which students will be invited to investigate 
either the archive holdings of the Charles Dickens Museum or the network of Dickens’ collaborators for his 
journals, as made available by the university’s celebrated project, Dickens Journals Online. On successful 
completion of these three preliminary projects, students will then progress to their dissertation, written under 
the guidance of the supervisor, of not fewer than 20,000 words. 
 
A central feature of the course will be its series of ten evening seminars with distinguished speakers, held 
both at the university’s Gower Street premises and in the Board Room of the Charles Dickens Museum, each 
followed by a dinner and discussion, in private rooms at a nearby restaurant in Bloomsbury.  
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For more information and to apply, please visit:  
www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/dickensstudies 

 
Or contact:  

Nancy Zulu, English Admissions  
T: +44 (0)1280 820156 

E: english-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk 
 
 

Speakers will include: 
 

• Professor Michael Slater, MBE - Britain’s foremost Dickensian scholar and biographer; Professor 
Emeritus of Victorian Literature, Birkbeck College; former editor of The Dickensian 

• Miriam Margolyes, OBE - actress & BAFTA award winner; deviser, co-writer and performer of the 
international award-winning show, Dickens’ Women 

• Judith Flanders - Senior Research Fellow, Humanities Research Institute, University of Buckingham; 
author of award-winning works of Victorian social history, including The Invention of Murder, The 
Victorian House, The Victorian City and Everyday Life in Dickens’ London 

• Lucinda Hawksley - critic, broadcaster, great-great-great granddaughter of Charles Dickens, and 
author of recent books on Dickens’ circle, his artist daughter Katie, and the Pre-Raphaelites 

• Dr Tony Williams - President of the international Dickens Fellowship, Associate Editor of The 
Dickensian, honorary Senior Research Fellow in the School of Humanities, University of Buckingham 
 

The course will begin with three practical seminars about how to choose, research and write an academic 
dissertation, and how to handle archival materials, held at the university’s London offices at 51 Gower Street, 
Bloomsbury, London, WC1E 6HJ and at the Charles Dickens Museum, 48 Doughty Street, WC1N 2LX. 
 

Associate Students 
 
For those wishing to attend the evening seminars, but 
are unable to devote the time to the coursework, there 
is the option of becoming an Associate student. This 
status will enable the student to attend the research 
seminars and dinners, but does not require the 
submission of written work. Associate students are 
not registered for, and do not receive, the MA degree. 

 
Mature Students 

Age is no barrier to learning and we welcome all applications from suitably qualified candidates. 

 
Fees 

 
The fees for the MA are £7,860 for UK/EU students and £14,850 for International students.  
 
The fees to attend as an Associate are £2,625 for UK/EU students. 
 
Further information about fees and fee status can be found on our postgraduate tuition fees page: 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/fees/postgraduate. 


