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MA in History of  Sport by Research 
 

 
Qualification Start Date FT or PT Entry Requirements Assessment 

Master of Arts 
(MA) 

  

October  

  

Full-time 

  

First or second honours degree or relevant experience 

For required level of English, please refer to 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/international/englishlanguage-requirements/ 

Dissertation 

  

 
 

Course Outline 

This groundbreaking London-based Master’s 
programme offers students unique access to world-
class scholars, thinkers and practitioners drawn from 
the world of sport and its academic study. 

It is directed by Ed Smith, the commentator, 
historian of sport, and former cricketer for England, 
Middlesex and Kent. 

The course enables the student to undertake research 
on a specific topic, agreed with the supervisor, in any 
aspect of the history of sport over the last two 
centuries.  

Sport’s place in modern life has never been more central, and the history of sport is a rapidly growing area of 
academic study. The course will touch on all major sports – in Britain, America and on the Continent.  

 
Assessment & Teaching Methods 
 

Assessment is via the completion of a dissertation of approximately 20,000 words, and at the heart of the MA 
is the close working relationship between student and supervisor. While the final dissertation topic is chosen 
by the student and must be an independent work, it is the supervisor who offers advice on refining the topic, 
on primary sources, on secondary reading, on research techniques and on writing the final text. Supervisors 
and students will meet frequently throughout the year, at least twice a term, and the supervisor is always be 
the student’s primary contact for academic advice and support. 

Students’ research is supplemented by the programme’s series of ten evening seminars and dinners held at the 
Caledonian Club in Belgravia (www.caledonianclub.com), at which participants can engage in general 
discussion with guest speakers. The seminars take place approximately every two to three weeks between 
October and March. 
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For more information and to apply, please visit:  
www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/historyofsport 

 
Or contact:  

Maria Floyd, Humanities Research Institute Admissions  
T: +44 (0)1280 827514  

E: humanitiespg-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk 
 

For enquiries about course content, please contact: 
Ed Smith, Course Director 

E: ed.smith@buckingham.ac.uk 

 

Previous seminar speakers have included: 
 
• Mike Brearley OBE (former Captain of the England Cricket Team and former President of the 

MCC) 
• Sir Clive Woodward OBE (winning Rugby World Cup coach) 
• Professor Christopher Young (historian of sport, University of Cambridge) 
• Lord King of Lothbury (Mervyn King), KG, GBE, FBA (Director of Aston Villa FC and former 

Governor of the Bank of England) 
• David Goldblatt (award-winning writer and sports historian, author of The Game of Our Lives) 
 
Each seminar is followed by a dinner in a private room, where there will be an opportunity to continue the 
seminar discussion in an informal environment. The cost of the dinners is included in the tuition fees. 
 
Tutorials and meetings with supervisors will take place at the University of Buckingham’s London offices at 
51 Gower Street. 

 

Associate Students 

As an alternative to the full MA programme, we also 
offer the option of enrolling as an Associate student, 
whereby the seminar series may be enjoyed as a self-
contained survey. Associate students have the 
opportunity to attend the seminars and dinners, but 
do not submit any written work and are therefore 
not awarded a qualification at the end of the 
programme.   
 
 

Mature Students 

Age is no barrier to learning and we welcome all 
applications from suitably qualified candidates. 

 

Fees 
 
The fees for the MA are £8,560 for UK/EU students and £15,550 for International students.  
 
The fees to attend as an Associate are £3,325 for UK/EU students. 
 
Further information about fees and fee status can be found on our postgraduate tuition fees page: 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/fees/postgraduate. 


