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MA in Western Architectural History  
by Research 

 

 
Qualification Start Date FT or PT Entry Requirements Assessment 

Master of Arts 
(MA) 

  

October  

  

Full-time 

  

First or second honours degree or relevant experience 

For required level of English, please refer to 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/international/englishlanguage-requirements/ 

Dissertation 

  

 

Course Outline 
 
This course is a London-based interdisciplinary programme enabling students to examine, by way of a 
dissertation of around 25,000 words, aspects of the history of the Western Architectural History from the 
medieval period to the mid-twentieth century. Students will be encouraged to consider the interrelation of 
architectural history, art history and social history.  
 
After the Course Director’s general introduction, there will 
be a series of twelve seminars which explore the architecture 
of the Western world: the medieval Castle; the Gothic 
cathedral; Italian renaissance architecture; French and 
English baroque palace and country house architecture; 
European baroque church architecture; the inspiration of 
the Classical world; the Gothic Revival and historicism; 
Ruskin and Morris and the birth of conservation 
philosophy; industrialisation and the transformation of 
urban architecture; colonial architecture; Beaux-Arts 
architecture in America in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century; and the meaning of Modern architecture.  
 
Each seminar will take place in the early evening at the Reform Club in Pall Mall, and will include a 40-minute 
question-and-answer session with the seminar speakers, all recognised experts in their fields.  

 
Each seminar will be followed by a dinner at which there will be further 
discussion with the speaker and a general conversation about the topic in 
hand. The cost of the dinners is included in the tuition fees. 
 
Tutorials and meetings will take place at the University of Buckingham’s 
London offices at 51 Gower Street, Bloomsbury, WC1E 6HJ. 
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For more information and to apply, please visit:  
www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/ western-

architectural-history 
 

Or contact:  
Maria Floyd, Humanities Research Institute Admissions  

T: +44 (0)1280 827514  
E: humanitiespg-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk 

 

The Course Director 

Jeremy Musson, LLB (Hons), MPhil 

Jeremy Musson has a distinguished reputation as an architectural and social 

historian. A former National Trust assistant curator, he was Architectural Editor 

of Country Life magazine in 1998-2007, and presented the BBC 2 series The Curious 

House Guest, 2006-2007. He is an author and historic buildings consultant, working 

with a range of clients including the National Trust and St Paul’s Cathedral.  

He is a regular lecturer and supervisor on the Masters in Building History course 

at the University of Cambridge, a second supervisor to the Buckingham Masters in 

the English Country House, regular speaker and tutor on the Attingham Summer School and has been a 

course director for the Victoria & Albert Museum, London. He has also lectured The Royal Oak in the USA 

and at various US museums.  

Assessment 
 
Assessment is by means of a dissertation of approximately 20,000 words, which is submitted at the end of the 
academic year. Students spend the period between April and September writing up their dissertations under 
expert supervision from their allocated tutor. 

 
Associate Students 
 
As an alternative to the full MA programme, we also offer the option of enrolling as an Associate student, 
whereby the seminar series may be enjoyed as a self-contained survey. Associate students have the 
opportunity to attend the seminars and dinners, but do not submit any written work and are therefore not 
awarded a qualification at the end of the programme.  

 
Fees 
 
The fees for the MA are £8,560 for UK/EU students and £15,550 for International students.  
 
The fees to attend as an Associate are £3,325 for UK/EU students. 
 
Further information about fees and fee status can be found on our postgraduate tuition fees page: 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/fees/postgraduate. 


