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Dear all, 

The busiest, and most exciting, month of the year in Buckingham got off to a very snowy 
start!  The University came to a standstill at the end of last week with the “Beast from the 
East” causing chaos all over the country.  However, the snow went as quickly as it came in 
our area and we have our fingers crossed that the weather next weekend will be kind.  

With Graduation next week, we are very much looking forward to welcoming our graduands 
and their families back to Buckingham.  The preparations are well underway and staff from 
all over the University are getting involved to make the weekend as special as we possibly 
can - culminating in the Swan Ball at Whittlebury Hall on Saturday night.

This year we have decided to do things a little differently and we have one Honorary Graduand and three inspirational 
speakers.  Our Honorary Graduand will be Mr Richard Mawrey QC, a barrister and Deputy High Court Judge. He is a bencher 
of Gray’s Inn and a member of Henderson Chambers.

Our inspirational speakers will be Mr Pete Winkelman (Honorary Graduand 2017 and Chairman of MK Dons); Mr Ed Smith 
(former England cricketer and Director of the MA in Sports History at the University and Sir David Carter (National Schools 
Commissioner who works closely with regional school commissioners to support education professionals).  

We send all of our graduands our sincerest congratulations and look forward to staying in touch with you in the years to 
come.

With very best wishes,

Anne

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Buckingham Alumna Donates £1.8m to Create Major 
University Innovation and Enterprise Initiatives

 
 German entrepreneur, businesswoman and philanthropist Susanne Klatten has made a gift of £1.8m to fund 

an Innovation and Enterprise Centre at the University of Buckingham which will enable its enterprise and 
entrepreneurship department to grow significantly at a time when the government has identified these areas as 

key for the country to retain its place in global markets.
 

As well as having a highly successful career BSc Business Studies graduate Susanne is also involved in a huge 
range of philanthropic work including the establishment of a leading European centre for entrepreneurship in 

Munich. 
 

Susanne said: "Some of my most formative experiences in business and management took place at the University 
of Buckingham. Since then I have been deeply convinced that entrepreneurship is key for progress and value in 
both economy and society.  Therefore, it is a pleasure for me to deepen the connections between Buckingham 

and the community of like-minded people already doing this work in Munich at UnternehmerTUM, the Centre for 
Innovation and Business Creation I founded 15 years ago."  

 
Sir Anthony Seldon, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Buckingham, added: “We are extremely grateful 
for this extraordinary gift that will enable Buckingham to become one of the country’s leading centres for 

entrepreneurship and enterprise. This is very timely as the government is calling for entrepreneurship to become 
a key part of the curriculum for the next generation so that we can create business men and women who can help 

the country to enhance its position in world markets. It will also enable us to grow as a university.”
 

As well as enabling the University’s enterprise and entrepreneurship department to grow from 100 to 600 
students the funding will help with setting up internships, scholarships and PhD courses. It will be used to 

incorporate entrepreneurship modules into other Buckingham courses. There will also be a scheme to encourage 
school and college students to bring an enterprising approach to curriculums. The funding will help the University 

to expand in the coming years and further boost the local economy.
 

A £3m donation by Buckinghamshire Thames Valley LEP on top of entrepreneur Lord Vinson’s £7m donation has 
enabled the university to construct its new Vinson Building, which will be a centre for liberal economics as well as 

housing the new Buckingham Innovation and Enterprise Centre. 
 

Richard Harrington, CEO of Buckinghamshire and Thames Valley Local Enterprise Partnership, said: “The 
University of Buckingham is key to the local economy, already one of the areas of fastest growth and start ups 
in the UK. Developing entrepreneurship is one of our aims as more businesses set up in this area and this new 

centre will dovetail brilliantly with everything that we are doing to promote business locally. We are delighted that 
it is going to be run in the new Vinson Centre, which we helped to fund, as we can see the many benefits of the 

University and council working hand in hand to enhance the prosperity of the area.”  
 

In 2006 the University of Buckingham was the first university in the world to create an undergraduate course, the 
BSc Business Enterprise programme, where students could "pitch" for up to £5,000 funding from a “Dragon’s Den” 

type panel of local businesses (Buckingham Angels) to finance startups.
 

The University of Buckingham currently offers the following courses in enterprise, entrepreneurship or innovation:
BSc Business Enterprise (BBE) https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/bsc/businessenterprise

MSc in Entrepreneurial Consultancy and Practice (MECP) https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/msc/mecp  
BSc in Computing and Software Entrepreneurship (BCSE) https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/sciences/bsc/

computing-entrepreneurship   

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/bsc/businessenterprise 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/msc/mecp  
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/sciences/bsc/computing-entrepreneurship   
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/sciences/bsc/computing-entrepreneurship   
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THE VICE-CHANCELLOR’S 
PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES

To purchase your tickets please follow this link:
https://www.bucklitfest.org/

There will be a limited number of tickets on the door. For any further information please 
contact helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

FOR THE FULL LIST OF UPCOMING LECTURES PLEASE SEE THE WEBSITE ABOVE.

APRIL 2018

MARK STEVENSON 
"The Future and What to do About it"
Monday 30 April 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre 
Tickets £5

3

MAY 2018

DAVID JACQUES
'Blick Mead'
Wednesday 23 May 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre 
Tickets £5

JUNE 2018

ANNE SEBBA 
"Les Parisiennes"
Wednesday 6 June 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre 
Tickets £5

“THE FUTURE AND WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT”
A PUBLIC LECTURE BY MARK STEVENSON

Monday 30 April 2018
6.30pm, The Radcliffe Centre

Tickets £5

Our systems are failing. Old models – for education, healthcare, government, food production, energy supply – are 
creaking under the weight of modern challenges. As the world’s population heads towards 10 billion, it is clear we 

need new approaches. 

From Brazilian favelas and rural India to one of the toughest housing estates in Britain, writer and ‘reluctant futurist’ 
Mark Stevenson set out to find remarkable innovators who are pioneering new ways to make our world more 

sustainable and democratise access to resources and knowledge. He paints an enthralling picture of what can be 
done to address the world’s most pressing dilemmas and offers a much-needed dose of down-to-earth optimism.

To purchase your ticket please follow this link: https://www.bucklitfest.org/ there will be limited ticket sales on the 
door. For more information email helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

https://www.bucklitfest.org/
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.bucklitfest.org/
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Alumni News

Stephen Wiltshire (Occasional Student, English 
Literature, 2013) has just published a historical 

fiction novel. 

The novel, 'The Merest Loss' is described as "a story 
of love and political intrigue" and can be purchased 

through this link: 

http://www.independentauthornetwork.com/steven-
neil.html

Many congratulations on achieving publication, 
Stephen! 

(Stephen is pictured to the left with Judith Allnatt, 
Visiting Lecturer in Creative Writing at The University of 

Buckingham)

Paul Rutland (Journalism with 
Politics, 2017) has recently 

started a new position in The 
Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media & Sport (DCMS) as Digital 

Communications Assistant. 

Very well done, Paul. We wish you 
all the best in your new position.

Alexander Jovy (LLB, 1995) has published a new book, 'Cyrus, 
Prince of Persia: A Novel'.

'Enter the enthralling world of Ancient Persia-the world's first great 
empire-and experience the life and times of Cyrus the Great. 
Blending fact with fiction, this novel will introduce you to the 

visionary leader whose heroism and strength of character won the 
loyalty of his subjects as well as the hearts of two extraordinary 

women: the beautiful warrior Roxana and the exquisite Cassadane.' 

Well done, Alex.
'Cyrus, Prince of Persia' can be purchased on Amazon via this link: 

http://amzn.to/2Ft37gJ

Liam Connelly (LLM, 1999) has been 
appointed to sit on the Board of Governors 

of Athabasca University after working there 
for 14 years. 

Liam has also recently started his own business, 
'My Future Canada Corp' which is devoted to 

immigration work. Liam will be working with the 
careers service to help graduates of Buckingham 

find work in Canada. 

Well done on all your success, Liam.

Barbara Edmondson, former Chair of the 
Friends of the University, passed away on 25 

February 2018.

Barbara was a pillar of the community and was 
known by many staff and students due to her 

involvement with the University.

We send our deepest sympathies to Barbara's 
family at this time.

Sabrina Green (LLB, 2014) has recently been appointed as the 
Director to the Office of the Turks and Caicos Islands Human 

Rights Commission.

Her new role spans the entire country, with reporting obligations to 
the United Nations and a case load ranging from issues pertaining to 
but not limited to Immigration, Employment Law, Rights of Women 

and Children, Discrimination and Domestic Violence.

Sabrina says that she is thoroughly enjoying her new responsibilities, 
so much that it doesn't feel like work!

What a great achievement, we send her our warmest wishes for her 
career and the future.

Professor Eleanya Azu-Owoh 
(Public Finance Diploma, 1981 

and Economics, 1980) has 
released a new book. 

'How to Have Exciting and Happy 
Marriage' is available to purchase as 
an E-Book. Please contact Eleanya 
on Facebook to order your copy:

https://www.facebook.com/
eazuowoh?fref=mentions

http://www.independentauthornetwork.com/steven-neil.html
http://www.independentauthornetwork.com/steven-neil.html
http://amzn.to/2Ft37gJ
https://www.facebook.com/eazuowoh?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/eazuowoh?fref=mentions


Do you recognise anyone in the photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...
We had a lot of responses to last month's 

photograph! 
Two of the three people have been named. 

They are as follows:

(Left) Doris Hampshire-Hornsby - Lecturer in 
Accounting & Financial Management

(Right) Professor Peter Watson - Lecturer in 
Accounting & Financial Management

It is believed that this photograph was taken 
in the mid 1980s during a Christmas Party at 

Professor Watson's house.
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March

16 & 17 March - Annual Graduation Ceremonies.

17 March - The Swan Ball at Whittlebury Hall. See page 3 for more information.

24 March - Arcadian Opera Gala Night, 7.30pm, Roxburgh Hall, Stowe. Purchase tickets via:
www.arcadianopera.com

April

30 April - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Mark Stevenson. Please see page 4 for more 
information.

May

4 - 5 May - Alumni Office and Sir Anthony Seldon 'Grand Tour' of the north.

23 May -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by David Jacques. More details to follow.

June

6 June - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Anne Sebba. Please see page 4 for more 
information.
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Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://www.arcadianopera.com


9 10

Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News UBSOS Update

UBSOS (University of Buckingham Supporting Overseas Schooling) has recently provided funds 
towards mosquito nets for an impoverished village in Ghana. 

Above are some photographs of the villagers receiving their nets. The nets were needed to help reduce the 
chances of contracting Malaria.

UBSOS works primarily to support children and education. If you know of any small projects that UBSOS may be 
able to help with, please contact ubsos@buckingham.ac.uk

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of one of 
our Honorary Graduates, Sir Roger Bannister.

On 6 May 1954 Roger became the first man to run a mile in under 4 
minutes, gaining him a distinct place in athletics history.  With a keen 
interest in medicine, Sir Roger became a leading neurologist and was 

awarded the American Academy of Neurology’s first lifetime achievement 
award in 2005.

Sir Roger was made an Honorary Graduate of the University of 
Buckingham in 2015 in a ceremony held by the Medical School.

Sir Roger passed away peacefully on 3 March 2018 after suffering from 
Parkinson's Disease since 2011. He was 88 years old. 

Our thoughts go to his friends and family at this time.

In early March, most of the UK was covered with a lovely blanket of snow.
In Buckingham we managed to avoid the brunt of the snow, however we did get a few inches and it certainly made 

the campus look beautiful! 
This photograph was taken just as the snow began to fall.

Remembering Dinesh Rajp 

Alumni and students have arranged for a plaque to be engraved and put in the Bar in the Tanlaw Mill in memory 
of Dinesh Rajp (LLB, ’03 and LLM, ’06).  Dinesh had always said that he would like such a plaque near his favourite 

seat at the end of the Bar.  
This will be unveiled on Thursday 15th March, from 5.30pm and should any alumni, students or staff wish to attend 

you would be most welcome.  Some snacks will be provided, and drinks can be purchased at the Bar.  

It will be a chance for glasses to be raised in memory of Dinesh who was a great friend to so many.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:ubsos%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

In February, the Development Office led Buckingham’s first ever 
telephone fundraising campaign. Approximately 3000 alumni were 
called by 25 current Buckingham students in a bid to raise money 
to support the University’s expansion and development. I am ever 
thankful to our alumni who showed endless generosity during the 
campaign, raising more than £77,000 along the way. Thank you all, 
we can’t wait to show you the results of your kindness. 

Perhaps the most notable event of the month was the opening of 
the wonderful new Academic Centre at Milton Keynes Hospital. The 
building has been under construction for the past 18 months and 

was made possible by a £2m grant from the South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership.  The centre was 
opened by HRH The Duke of Kent on 20th February (see photographs below). As if the presence of one royal 
wasn’t enough, we were also honoured by the presence of His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Bin Khalifa Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan (The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi).  Our Medical School students and staff also attended the 
ceremony and were joined by around 250 guests to help celebrate with tea, cake, speeches and resounding 
applause for all those involved.  It was a fantastic day and I am very grateful to all those involved in the 
construction of the building and the organisation of the event.

Graduation is one of my favourite times of the year. Although there is a hint of sadness at the departure of so 
many brilliant students, being part of the Buckingham family is for life and I know we will see them again soon at 
our alumni events. Around campus we’re all gearing up for the excitement and celebrations that will take place in 
the next week, you may even be lucky enough to see me at The Swan Ball! I send my congratulations to all of our 
Graduands and look forward to seeing you all on 16 and 17 March. 

Not long after our Graduation weekend has finished, I am flying to New York with Alistair Lomax (Head of 
Development), Anne Matsuoka (Head of Alumni and Graduation) and Pat Smith (Graduation Officer) to attend 
a separate Honorary Degree ceremony. I’m looking forward to seeing some of our North American alumni at the 
event. If you happen to be in or around New York on 28 March and would like to join us to honour Professor Martin 
Seligman, one of the world's most eminent psychologists and father of positive psychology, (who will be receiving 
an Honorary Doctorate), then please email graduation@buckingham.ac.uk. We would love to see you there.

Wishing you all a happy and healthy month,

Sir Anthony Seldon

mailto:graduation%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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