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Dear all, 

"Hit the ground running" comes to mind with the beginning of 2018!  The campus is 
expanding, the student numbers are rising and new buildings are going up. 

There is also plenty going on for Buckingham overseas.  Last week a small group went to 
Beijing for an alumni event where the announcement was made about the intention to open 
a Representative Office in China later this year.  The alumni event (see photo on back page) 
was very well attended and I was delighted to be able to attend and meet many of our 
Chinese and ex-pat, former students.  There is a Buckingham alumni WeChat app group, 
which is well worth joining if you live in that region.  We hope to form an alumni association 
in China and to be able to stay in closer contact with everyone in China.  So if you weren't able to join us, but would like to on 
the next trip, please do join the WeChat group, or update us with your current email address.

At the end of March we will be holding an Honorary Degree ceremony in New York for Professor Martin Seligman and would 
like to invite our alumni in the US to join us.  The event will be held on the evening of 28th March at 3 West Club in Manhattan 
and if you are interested in attending, please do let me know on anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk, before the 21st 
February.  Spaces are very limited.

This year we would like to do a different type of summer event.  We feel that we always limit the events to either London 
or Buckingham, but that many of our UK based alumni are not necessarily near either.  Therefore, we will bring the Vice-
Chancellor to you!  We will be going to Manchester and Birmingham on 4 -5 May, for dinner and brunch respectively and 
on 21 - 22 September we will be visiting Bath and Exeter.  If you are in those areas and would like to join us, please do let us 
know by emailing helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk as early as possible.  We would also be most grateful for thoughts, 
advice and support on the best places to meet with you.  We are all looking forward to our road trip, and do hope to meet 
you.

Lastly, please don't forget The Swan Ball.  Final date for ticket sales is 23 February and everyone is welcome.  
Whittlebury Hall, Dinner Dance + Band and Disco, from 7.30pm-4.00am.

With very best wishes,

Anne

Announcements

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

We are delighted to announce the partnership between The University of Buckingham's 
Applied Computing Department and Ten-D Energies (Shanghai) to establish joint 

Research & Development  centres in Lingang (Shanghai) and Buckingham. 

Dr Harin Sellahewa (Head of Applied Computing) had this to say about the partnership:

'The research partnership with Ten-D Energies aims to develop technologies to revolutionise electric vehicle 
industry. It exemplifies the Department’s commitment to collaborate with businesses in the UK and overseas. 

The partnership is deeply aligned with the UK’s Industrial Strategy and its vision to secure its status as a 
pioneering nation. We are proud to collaborate with Ten-D Energies and contribute towards realising this vision.'

Professor Anthony O'Hear, (Professor of Philosophy and Research Professor, Education, 
at Buckingham) and Marc Vlessing (Politics, Economics and Law, 1983) have both been 

awarded an OBE in the New Years Honours List. 

We would like to send our Congratulations to both Anthony and Marc on this great achievement. 

Professor Anthony O'Hear Marc Vlessing

mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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THE VICE-CHANCELLOR’S 
PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES

HARVEY GOLDSMITH 
‘In Conversation With’ Sir Anthony Seldon
Thursday 8 February 2018, 6:30pm 
The Radcliffe Centre
Tickets £5

LORD NORWICH
‘A Writer’s Life’
Tuesday 27 February, 6.30pm
 The Radcliffe Centre
Tickets £5

To purchase your tickets please follow this link:
https://www.bucklitfest.org/

There will be a limited number of tickets on the door. For any further information please 
contact helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

FOR THE FULL LIST OF UPCOMING LECTURES PLEASE SEE THE WEBSITE ABOVE.

FEBRUARY 2018

The Swan Ball 
Saturday 17 March 2018

The Atrium, Whittlebury Hall

TICKETS: £60
SALES END 23 FEBRUARY 

TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN 
ADVANCE

DRINKS RECEPTION
TWO COURSE DINNER (WITH WINE)

 LIVE BAND - FIRING LINE
 DJ NIGEL VERNON-DIER

PHOTOGRAPHER
FREE TRANSPORT AVAILABLE

DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ROOM 
BOOKINGS AND USE OF THE SPA AT 

WHITTLEBURY HALL FOR GRADUATES AND 
THEIR FAMILIES

TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA LINK BELOW:
HTTPS://WWW.BUCKINGHAM.AC.UK/

GRADUATION/SWAN-BALL 

APRIL 2018

MARK STEVENSON 
"The Future and What to do About it"
Monday 30 April 2018, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre 
Tickets £5

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball 


65

Hema Goolaub Dahoo (LLB, 1991), visited the 
University in September when her daughter, Diksha, 
enrolled with us. Whilst here she wrote a short piece 

for the Law School magazine, The Law Brief:

“The two years I spent at the University of Buckingham were 
exceptional and very enriching.

The decision to pursue my Law degree here was the best 
decision I could take as a young

adult at that time. The Law degree course being very 
intensive, we students had to remain

focused on our studies. But of course, we had to maintain a 
balance between studies and

social life, and the OTM served that purpose on many occasions.
One among several other advantages here was that since the tutorials were being held in
small groups, the students had the opportunity to get personal attention from the tutors,

unlike other universities. Buckingham, being a small town, was and still is a very safe place
to be when you are thousands of kilometres away from home. I also had the opportunity to

befriend many other nationalities from around the globe, from New Zealand to Latin America,
where I could learn about the diverse cultures.

As many of my friends were from Malaysia, I remember having once taken part in a
Malaysian fashion show which took place in the Radcliffe Centre. I also had the occasion to
hold the post of the President of the Mauritian Society during my first year at the University.
The exposure I had in the UK, especially at the University of Buckingham, transformed my

personality and moulded me into the person I am today.
I do hold pleasant memories and therefore decided to encourage my daughter Diksha to

make the University of Buckingham her choice. And now here she is, doing her Law degree
in Buckingham.”

Alumni News

Brandon Lewis MP (Economics, 1994, LLB, 
1997) has been appointed as Chairman of the 

Conservative Party.

Brandon previously held the position of Minister of 
State for Immigration in Parliament and was elected 

Conservative MP for Great Yarmouth in 2010.

Please click the link below to read more about Brandon 
and his career:

https://www.gov.uk/government/people/brandon-
lewis

We congratulate Brandon on all of his success and wish 
him every success in his career.

Miles Goodson (Economics 
with History, 2018) has 
published a book, ‘The 

Shadow’s Code’.
Miles began writing the book 

whilst he was a student at 
Buckingham and you can now buy 

a copy on amazon:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/

B075TKS1DM
 

Miles's second novel, 'The Dancer 
and The Spy' is due to be released 

around March, 2018.

Joe Creese (Business and Management, 2018) launched his 
new business CeeVid at The Shard in London earlier this 

month.

CeeVid specialises in video recruitment and helping candidates 
create a professional video CV  'that can meet a company’s needs 

and enhance job applications'.

To read more about CeeVid, or to create your own CV please see:
https://www.ceevid.com/what-we-do/

Good luck with your new venture, Joe!

Offers for Alumni

Your Parking Space are offering University of Buckingham students and alumni a discount on parking!

 Book a parking space affordably and conveniently with YourParkingSpace.co.uk, an online 
marketplace

connecting drivers with parking space owners.

 University of Buckingham alumni can redeem the UNIBUCKINGHAM10 voucher code to get a 10% 
parking discount when booking on YourParkingSpace.co.uk.

https://www.gov.uk/government/people/brandon-lewis
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/brandon-lewis
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B075TKS1DM
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B075TKS1DM
https://www.ceevid.com/what-we-do/
http://www.YourParkingSpace.co.uk
http://www.YourParkingSpace.co.uk


Do you recognise anyone in the photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...
We had a lot of responses to last month's 

photograph! 
The people named are as follows:

Coach and Manager - Rakesh (Rickey) Phakey 
(History, 1999)

Felix Radizi (Business Studies with Information 
Systems, 2002)

Alaistair Jerrom-Smith (Information Systems, 
2002)

Emanuele Incisa (Business Studies, 2002)
Maximilian von Below 

Scott Petri (Business Studies, 2000)
Captain - Jon Jon Atherton (International Hotel 

Management, 2000)
Malcolm Ralisa Sikivou (LLB, 2002)

Constantijn Lantau (Business Studies, 2001)
Takashi Ono (International Relations,2002 )
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February 2018

27 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Lord Norwich. Please see page 4 for more 
information.

March

6 March - Annual SSAFA lecture by the Chief Constable of Thames Valley, Francis Hapgood. 6.30pm, IFLH, 
Chandos Road Building. Limited spaces available, please email helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to book your 

place.

16 & 17 March - Annual Graduation Ceremonies.

17 March - The Swan Ball at Whittlebury Hall. See page 3 for more information.

April

30 April - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Mark Stevenson. Please see page 4 for more 
information.

May

4 - 5 May - Alumni Office and Sir Anthony Seldon 'Grand Tour' of the north.

23 May -  The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by David Jacques. More details to follow.

June

6 June - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Anne Sebba. More details to follow.

8

Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:Helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News Basketball Team Update

Calling all entrepreneur alumni!

The National Best New Business Awards are made up of 17 categories that 
allow any successful new business in the UK to enter these prestigious 

awards. All entries are judged by up to 4 of our national panel of judges. 
If you want your business to shine, this IS the best possible way to hit the 

spotlight.

To find out more about the awards, and to enter, please see:
WWW.BESTNEWBUSINESSAWARDS.CO.UK

In January an event was held to launch the revised 
'Enterprise and Entrepreneurship Education: 

Guidance for UK Higher Education Providers'. Nigel 
Adams (Head of Enterprise and Entrepreneurship) 
was involved in the advisory group that helped put 

this event together. 

Two students from Buckingham also attended and 
spoke at the event, Abisoye Owolabi (BBE 2016, MSc 
Entrepreneurial Consultancy and Practice 2018) and 

Jordan Amadi-Myers who has just finished his first year 
of BBE.

Well done to the Business Enterprise Department 
for continuing to spread the word about Enterprise 

Education.

The University of Buckingham Basketball Team 'The Buckingham Barons' are looking for support to 
plan a trip to Amsterdam, Netherlands. The Barons are currently made up of students (from freshers to PhD 

students) with the aim of expanding the positivity that sport, including basketball, has to offer.

The team's fundrasing page says:

'Help us show the world what we have to offer and send the Baron’s spirit global. We’re planning a team tour to 
Amsterdam but are in real need of a little support to help us make this dream a reality. The tour consists of three 
nights and two fixtures with real-world experience and team cohesion being the focus. The benefits of such an 

adventure reach far beyond the confines of our small university club. Demonstrating the true virtue of hard work 
and determination in making any ambition possible, we hope to inspire fellow students, supporters and even 

aspiring Barons.'

to read more or to donate to their project, please see:
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/bsubarons/bsu-bucks-barons-basketball-tour/description 

The Barons also have a Youtube channel, please click the link below to have a look:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg6q6GIy7Xyar-dRrbBcm4w

Noble House Asia are advertising some very interesting teaching opportunities in Shanghai and 
Beijing.

For more information please email jonathan@noblehouseasia.co.uk or visit https://noblehouseasia.co.uk

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://WWW.BESTNEWBUSINESSAWARDS.CO.UK
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/bsubarons/bsu-bucks-barons-basketball-tour/description 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg6q6GIy7Xyar-dRrbBcm4w
mailto:jonathan%40noblehouseasia.co.uk?subject=
https://noblehouseasia.co.uk


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

Dear all, 

Our new intake of students are settling in well and the Matriculation 
Ceremony which took place on 5 February was a great success. This 
new tradition is a chance to get to know the new intake and to build 
the close bonds between students, staff and the community which 
we cherish so much here at Buckingham.

Many of our new students are arriving from China and Hong Kong. 
Our Deputy Chairman, Dr John McIntosh, CBE, has just returned 
from meetings in Beijing to mark the intention to open a University 

of Buckingham office in China with a signing ceremony with Dr Liam Fox and our benefactor in China, Karl 
Yin. Alumni and their friends and family were invited to join the celebrations in Beijing and Anne Matsuoka 
(Head of Alumni and Graduation), Alistair Lomax (Director of Development) and James Seymour (Director of 
Admissions and Recruitment), also attended the event and were thrilled to see so many friendly faces supporting 
Buckingham’s development. We are delighted to be embarking on this project, especially as education was a 
particular theme of Prime Minister Theresa May's trade delegation in January 2018.  

We also signed the contract for a research programme into battery technology between our colleagues in applied 
computing and the Shanghai-based Ten-D Energies, which is run by Weiyou Cui (MSc Computing, 2000) and his 
sister, Weiying. I am always astonished by the talent and enterprise that exists within the Buckingham family.

There is so much happening around the world that I forget the changes happening here on campus. The floors 
and stairs have now been installed in the Vinson Building and I’m glad to say that the work remains on track. 
We’re also starting to see signs of spring and I for one am looking forward to the campus being full of colour 
again. 

Hoping to see you soon,

Anthony Seldon

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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