
Alumni E-Magazine
The University of Buckingham Alumni Office |  January 2018

Wishing you a Happy New Year!

The Swan Ball 2018



Contents

5-6 Alumni News and 
New Year for Buckingham

7 Upcoming Events 9 University Newssity8 Photo Flashback

2 Announcements

2

10 UBSOS Update and 
Contact Details

3-4 The Swan Ball 2018 
and Harvey Goldsmith

Dear all,

Wishing you a very happy New Year (of the Dog) and I hope that 2018 will be a 
wonderful year for you.

We had a long break from the office and much of the time was spent with family.  
This got me reflecting on our (rather larger!) Buckingham family and what a 
wonderfully close group you all are.  

When I look at my sons-in-law and three of our five grandchildren, I am immensely proud of the fact that 
Buckingham has played such a large part in the making of our incredibly diverse family.  With one daughter 
a graduate of the University, as well as our two sons-in-law, I am filled with pride at how Buckingham has 
shaped the lives of this one family.

I know that we are aware of some of your stories of relationships made here, and continued long after 
graduation.  I am also sure we are not aware of all of them.  We would love, this year, to hear from you if 
you met your partner here, had children who have attended Buckingham, or any wider family members.  
In fact any family relationships that we may not know about.  

We talk about the University being a large family and we would just love to be able to talk more about 
how important these links are to you, and to Buckingham.  Obviously you come to Buckingham for the 
academic excellence above everything, but we hope that the “sense of family” is given to you both when 
you are here and continued when you leave.  

Have a wonderful year, and please do stay in touch.

Anne

Announcements

11 An Update from the 
Vice-Chancellor

Professor Philip Pettit

It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of Professor Philip Pettit on 28 November 

2017. 

Professor Pettit worked as Professor of Equity at 
the University of Bristol from 1966 to 1983. He then 
moved to the University of Buckingham where he 
was employed as Professor of Equity until retiring 

in 1990. He was a very influential figure to many law 
students during his time at the University.

Our thoughts go out to his family and friends at this 
difficult time. May he rest in peace.

Concordia Soanes

'I am sorry to have to write to you with the very 
sad and totally unexpected news that our beloved 

Concordia Soanes, office manager in the Law School, 
passed away on Saturday 16th December 2017. Her 

family were by her side, husband Duncan and children 
Matthew, Daniel and Bethan.

Concordia was loved by all those who knew her, both 
staff and students alike.

The funeral will be held on Tuesday, 9th January at 
11.30am in St Bernadines Catholic Church in Chandos 

Road, followed by a wake in Ondaatje Hall.  If you 
wish to attend please let the Alumni Office (alumni@

buckingham.ac.uk) know.

Our deepest sympathies are with her family at this sad 
time

Susan Edwards
Dean of the Law School'

You might also like to know that the Law School have opened a Book of Condolence for friends and colleagues of 
Concordia’s who would like to leave a message of sympathy for her family, and there is also an opportunity to do 

the same on the University’s website https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-mourns-the-loss-of-
concordia-soanes/. The book will be given to Concordia’s family in due course.

Welcome

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-mourns-the-loss-of-concordia-soanes/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-mourns-the-loss-of-concordia-soanes/
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The Swan Ball 
Saturday 17 March 2018

to be held at 
The Atrium,

Whittlebury Hall

TICKETS £60
SALES END 23 FEBRUARY

 
TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE

TWO COURSE DINNER (WITH WINE)
 LIVE BAND - FIRING LINE
 DJ NIGEL VERNON-DIER

PHOTOGRAPHER

DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ROOM 
BOOKINGS AND USE OF THE SPA AT 

WHITTLEBURY HALL FOR GRADUATES AND 
THEIR FAMILIES

TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA LINK BELOW:

HTTPS://WWW.BUCKINGHAM.AC.UK/
GRADUATION/SWAN-BALL 

Harvey Goldsmith ‘In Conversation With’ Sir Anthony Seldon

Tuesday 8th February 2018, 6:30pm in the Radcliffe Centre
Refreshments from 6pm

Tickets £5

Harvey Goldsmith began his career in the Entertainment Industry in 1966 and still works in the industry today.  
He has produced Live Aid, Princes Trust Rock Gala, the first Teenage Cancer Trust event at the Royal Albert Hall, 

Pavarotti in Hyde Park as well as many more over the years.
Harvey has worked with most of the world’s major Artists including The Rolling Stones, The Who, Bruce 

Springsteen, The Eagles, Sheryl Crow, Shania Twain, Bee Gees, Jools Holland and Sting to name but a few.

Harvey was a key consultant to Anschutz Entertainment Group on the re-development of what was then known 
as the Millennium Dome, now the O2 Arena. In 1994 Harvey commenced a relationship with Cirque du Soleil, 
this has been one of most successful shows ever to perform in the UK.  In May 2005 the Band Aid Trust asked 

Harvey to produce Live 8 worldwide. The event took place on 2 July 2005 and presented the biggest collection of 
artists (225) all on one day in eight locations around the world.  Harvey is also Chairman of Ignite, an Experiential 

Marketing Company, who are industry leaders in brand activations at events all over the world.

“I am delighted to be asked to be part of the Vice-Chancellor’s Lecture Series.
The University of Buckingham is one of the most avant guard and forward thinking Universities.

I look forward to the discourse with Sir Anthony Seldon.”
- Harvey Goldsmith

To purchase your ticket please follow this link: https://www.bucklitfest.org/, alternatively if you’d like to reserve a 
seat and pay on the door please email helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball 
https://www.bucklitfest.org/
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Happy New Year for 2018 to you and all our alumni and former students wherever you are in the 
world. 2017 was an excellent year for the University and 2018 promises to be even better, with 

more opportunities than ever to get involved with your University. 

As you may know January is always a busy time at Buckingham as we prepare for our new intake 
of January starters (term starts around the 22nd January for most courses) and the traditional 

UCAS deadline for September applications. 

It’s not too late to secure a place for January or September. Buckingham is still accepting 
last minute applications for January start (Undergraduate and Masters programmes) and 

September applications are welcome throughout January-August 2018 with an early application 
recommended. If you, your family or friends would like a new start in 2018 please get in touch. 

Apply to Buckingham: 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/applyonline

We also offer fee discounts for our graduates and/or the family of our graduates. 

Alumni News

Justin Patten (Politics and Law, 1991) runs his own law 
firm 'Human Law LLP' which specialises in elderly law 

and mediation. Through his experience and knowledge, 
he has now published a book.

 The book is called  'A Practical Guide to Elderly Law' 
and explores some of the key issues within the elderly 
client legal arena, to help lawyers and other experts 
come up with practical solutions to help the people 

they work with.

You can buy Justin's book on Amazon, however if you 
buy it through the publisher's website (link below) you 

can enjoy 10% off buy using the code: eld842

http://www.lawbriefpublishing.com/elderlylaw/

Satoko Horii (MTJF Visiting 
Fellow, 2017) welcomed a baby 
girl, Ema, on 11 November 2017.

We send her and her family our 
congratulations and wish them 

and baby Ema all the best for the 
future.

Shazrina Kahar (Global Affairs, 
2011) and her husband Sharizal 

have welcomed twin girls to their 
family! 

Dania Pelangi Sharizal and Dalia 
Bhulan Sharizal were born on 5 

November 2017 in Malaysia. The 
couple already has a son, Arya 
Azlin Sharizal who was born in 

August 2017 in Borneo. 

Congratulations to them both on 
their new arrivals!

Maegan Welsh (English Literature, 2012) married Liam Aldridge at 
Whittlebury Hall on 7 October 2017.

The couple met at the pub Maegan worked at whilst she was a 
student at Buckingham!

We wish them a happy marriage and a wonderful future.

Hedda Rehnberg (Marketing with Media 
Communications, 2013) has become a 

household name in Sweden after playing  
a lead role in the successful drama series 

'Our Time is Now', which follows the 
changing lives of the upper and lower 

classes in postwar Sweden.

Congratulations on your success, Hedda.

New Year New Start at Buckingham

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/applyonline
http://www.lawbriefpublishing.com/elderlylaw/


Do you recognise anyone in the photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...

We didn't have any responses 
to last month's photograph!

Please let us know if 
you recognise anyone.
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January

In late January Sir Anthony Seldon will be visiting Beijing. The University will host its first alumni party in Beijing to 
celebrate New Year together with alumni and other distinguished guests.

February 

1 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Lecture Series, 'The Great War: Some Overlooked Aspects', a public lecture 
by Simon Heffer. 6.30pm. The Radcliffe Centre, Buckingham.

Simon says: “When we think of the Great War we think principally of the slaughter and suffering in the trenches 
and on other battlefields. Yet the war revolutionised British politics, British culture and British life. Just how it did I 

shall describe in my lecture.”
Please email helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to reserve your seat. 

8 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Harvey Goldsmith. Please see page 4 for 
more information.

27 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Lord Norwich. More details to follow.

March

16 & 17 March - Annual Graduation ceremonies.

17 March - The Swan Ball at Whittlebury Hall. See page 3 for more information.

28 March - Development Office visit to New York. The visit will include a lecture from the Vice-Chancellor which 
all alumni are invited to attend. More details will follow.

April

30 April - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Mark Stevenson. More details to follow.

8

Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News UBSOS Update

Buckingham Christmas Parade took place on Saturday 9 December. 
The University had a section in the parade and many staff and students took part. The chosen theme was 'Dr 

Foster went to Buckingham'.

We had a large team of 'doctors' and Sara Daniell from the Maintenance Department was dressed as a skeleton 
on a customised 'National Elf Service' hospital bed. Sara entertained crowds by intermittently coming to life.

We won 2nd prize in the Walking Groups category and raised money for the ambulance car used by students in 
the Medical School who are volunteer first responders for 999 calls in the Buckingham area.

University Stonehenge Project Nominated for Prestigious 
Awards

The University of Buckingham’s Stonehenge research has been nominated 
for one of the country’s most prestigious archaeology awards. Senior 
Research Archaeologist David Jacques‘ Blick Mead project is in the 

running for the top award for making an outstanding contribution to 
archaeology.

The nomination has been made by Current Archaeology, which every year 
celebrates the projects and people judged to have made outstanding 

contributions to archaeology. Voting closes at the end of January.

To read more about this, and to vote for the University, please see:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-stonehenge-

project-nominated-for-prestigious-awards/

The University of Buckingham is co-hosting The QMOD-ICQSS Conference 2018 at Cardiff 
University, Wales, 22-24 August 2018. 

The deadline for abstract submissions is 15 February, so please see the conference website below for more 
information: https://www.ism.lu.se/en/qmod/21st-qmod-conference

UBSOS (University of Buckingham Supporting Overseas Schooling) was set up by University staff and students in 
2004 and raises small amounts of money to help underprivileged children across the globe.

In late 2016, with the help of two current computing students, UBSOS supplied school supplies and warm clothing 
to Syrian children in a refugee camp in Koya, Iraq.

Throughout 2017 UBSOS supported a few small projects including helping to build a school house in Tanzania and 
providing mosquito nets for a small village in Ghana.

Above are some photographs of the work UBSOS helped to fund at Wariobas's School in Tanzania.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-stonehenge-project-nominated-for-prestigious-awa
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-stonehenge-project-nominated-for-prestigious-awa
https://www.ism.lu.se/en/qmod/21st-qmod-conference


An Update From the Vice-Chancellor

Whenever I meet Buckingham alumni, I am simply amazed. From the 
very first cohort we have been attracting pioneers and risk-takers, it’s 

great to see that over 40 years later we are still recruiting the same 
calibre of student. These qualities have allowed so many of our alumni 

to have a profound impact on the wider world, beyond their Buckingham 
years.

In 2017, after being awarded GOLD standard teaching, it is little wonder that student applications were up by 27% 
and we are well on our way towards 5,000 students, (with just over 3,000 currently enrolled). In terms of physical 
expansion, the new Academic Centre in Milton Keynes is now finished and the construction of the Vinson Centre, at 
the heart of the Hunter Street Campus, is on time and due to be completed by the end of the year. With your help, 
£20 million has been raised over the last two years. We are incredibly grateful for your generosity which has given 
us the foundation we need to further develop and expand the University. It’s safe to say 2017 was a great year for 

the University’s growth and we are hoping 2018 will be even better.

To kick start 2018 we have launched The Giving Bridge Campaign. In the coming weeks, a group of our current 
students will be phoning around to tell you more about the renaissance of Buckingham and to ask for your advice 

and support. 

As your Vice-Chancellor, I feel deeply proud of what we have been able to achieve together so far. I am looking 
forward to meeting as many of you as possible during 2018 and I hope that you will visit Buckingham and see for 

yourself all of the exciting changes that are happening on campus. The warmest welcome awaits.

Wishing you a happy New Year! 

Anthony Seldon

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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