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Dean’s message
The summer’s lease hath all too short a date,
says Shakespeare in Sonnet 18. But Autumn,
as Keats counters, the ‘season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness’, has its music too – and
both Summer and Autumn Terms have had
a fine harvest in the department, in terms of
the achievements of our students.
On the national stage we’ve proved our
mettle once again: students completing the
2017 National Student Survey voted us first
in the UK (jointly with the departments at
the universities of Bolton and Suffolk), with
100% satisfaction rating overall, as well as
for the individual questions in the sections
dealing with the ‘Teaching on My Course’,
‘Assessment and Feedback’, and the cohesion
of our ‘Learning Community’.
This wouldn’t happen without the
dedication of lecturers and support staff, and
the ability and willingness of all our students

to take advantage of the small-group teaching
and intellectual rigour of the tutorial system.
That’s something we take enormous pride in,
and was duly commended as a strong feature
of the University’s provision in general by our
Quality Assurance auditors in October. For
more on this, see p. 9.
October also saw a bumper crop of new
students starting at all academic levels, with
an intake onto the Foundation Pathway and
our wide range of BA degrees, as well as
postgraduates starting on the groundbreaking
MA in Dickens Studies, taught from our
premises in Bloomsbury, and on MA and
PhD programmes in Buckingham. So now, as
‘gathering swallows twitter in the skies’ – in
other words, as winter approaches – we look
forward to 2018 and the opportunities and
challenges ahead.
Professor John Drew, Dean of Humanities
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New Admissions Tutor

Since our last newsletter I have become
the Admissions Tutor for English Literature.
As a result I am meeting students earlier in
the admissions process. Sometimes I meet
prospective students on school visits, at Open
Days, or by correspondence before they apply.
Equally often, the first meeting I have with a
student is in their application itself.
Nancy Zulu and I receive applications and
personal statements, and sometimes also
covering notes and samples of written work.
We read this material carefully. I try to turn
exam results, predicted grades, and personal
statements into the people who I hope will
come and work with us, getting to know
these individuals and getting a sense of why
they want to study literature.
This process of discernment is similar to
the experience of reading an author whose
work is new to you – bringing together the
mass of detail that you have, imagining the
detail that you do not, and attempting to
use this collection to overcome the distance

between yourself as a reader and the person
who wrote it all down.
It is a great pleasure to see students
as they enrol, and then to participate in
their encounters with the lives, ideas, and
works of the great writers of English. Every
graduation has an almost parental feeling of
success and farewell.
I know that I will feel a different
attachment to the students who apply
to the University through me, because
after travelling the distance to meet them
through their written submissions, they have
responded by travelling to meet me in real
life!
Dr Setara Pracha, Admissions Tutor
All general enquiries before, during, or after
application, can be directed to Nancy Zulu
at english-admissions@buckingam.ac.uk,
or tel: 01280 820156. If you have particular
questions for our Admissions Tutor, please do
contact Setara Pracha direct on
setara.pracha@buckingham.ac.uk .
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Drood Matters
undecided for his large readership. The
void left by the refusal of his publishers
to commission an ending was an implicit
challenge to complete the story that has
since been taken up again and again by
authors, playwrights, screenwriters, poets,
academics, and enthusiasts from around
the globe.
Orford's study considers how the different
phases of response to the novel reflect in
turn on our changing attitude to Dickens
himself, and traces how our reinterpretation
of Edwin Drood over the generations
reveals the process of transforming Dickens
from a popular contemporary writer to
a revered critical author. This journey
includes public mock trials presided over
by G. K. Chesterton and George Bernard
uk £19.99
us $34.99
Shaw, frantic
and vicious debates between
academics, a musical of the novel with a
choice of endings that audiences voted for,
and audacious claims by those said to be
in contact with the ghost of Dickens himself!
The book is written in a style that will be
familiar to those alumni who were taught
by Dr Orford, for it delves into the weird
and the wonderful, giving equal time and
consideration to the works of venerated
academics and internet fan-fiction alike.
It is an affectionate investigation of this
curiously varied trove of solutions that
nonetheless rises above the temptation
of solving Drood and instead looks at the
bigger question of why solving the book has
mattered so much to so many people.
In doing so it offers a commentary not
only on this one unfinished novel, but on
the Dickens phenomenon and the nature of
literary fandom itself.

When Dickens died on 9 June 1870, he
was halfway through writing his last
book, The Mystery of Edwin Drood.
Since that time, hundreds of academics,
fans, authors, and playwrights have
stepped forward to present their own
ideas of how this unfinished book
should end.
Step into a century and half of
Dickensian speculation, detection and
bickering to see how our attitudes
both to Dickens and his last work
have developed. From early responses
by his contemporaries that tried to
cash in on an opportunity to finish
Dickens’ book, through to the dogged
attempts of the detectives in the early
twentieth century to prove Drood to
be the greatest mystery of all time, on
to the earnest academics of the midcentury who aimed to reinvent Dickens
as a modernist writer, and ending in
the glorious irreverence of modern
continuations, the history of Drood is
a tale of just how far people will go in
their quest to find an ending worthy of
Dickens.
Whether you are a life-time Drood
fan, or new to the whole controversy,
this book will guide you through the
tangled web of theories and countertheories surrounding this enduring
literary enigma. From novels to
websites, musicals to public trials,
academic tomes to erotic fiction, the
one thing that can be said with certainty
is that there is no end to the endless
inventiveness with which we redefine
Dickens’ final story in our quest to
solve a 150-year old mystery.

www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

The Department is pleased to announce the
forthcoming publication of Dr Pete Orford's
book The Mystery of Edwin Drood: Charles
Dickens' Unfinished Novel and our endless
attempts to end it.
The work builds on research carried
out over the past four years, and focuses
on the remarkable response to Dickens’s
final novel and the different ways in which
people have tried to determine how the
story was supposed to finish.
When Dickens died in June 1870, only
three of his planned twelve instalments
of The Mystery of Edwin Drood had
been published, and even with a further
three published posthumously from his
manuscripts this still left half the story

13/09/2017 17:28
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‘Design for Print’
The teaching rationale of
journalism seeks to impart the
real-life skills needed to become
practising professionals. This year
the students on Design for Print
excelled themselves in some of their
magazine designs. In this module
you are given just the bare words
of a news story. For a part of the
assessment students have to design
how it should appear in a magazine.
That includes decisions about layout,
fonts, graphics, and pictures. The
work here is by Montana Timpson
(below), Isabella Devine (right), and
Rajith Soza (opposite).
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Starting Out
Starting a university course can be challenging – new people, new experiences,
and a new way of working. Here’s how four first-term Communication, Media and
Journalism students got to grips with the Buckingham experience.

‘So far being a fresher has been fantastic. The way we were welcomed into the Uni
with freshers’ events allowed me to meet new people and I have been fortunate
enough to build up a great friendship group. The lifestyle here has been perfect for
me because there is a nice balance of fun but you also have the ability to relax and
get your work done. I especially enjoy the parties at the OTM because even now I am
meeting new people and making new friends. Course-wise it’s been amazing and the
lecturers make things fun and exciting. Studying here suits the lifestyle I like to live,
and I’m enjoying every minute of it. I hope the next lot of freshers have as much fun
as I’ve had.’
Jordan Galloway

‘Being a student in the English department has been interesting as it has not been
as slow-paced as I thought it would be. In the past few months I have enjoyed the
subjects and the people. The work that we are given to do is motivating and well
structured. I was worried that I wouldn’t be able to keep up with the workload
or understand what was asked of me. Anything that I didn’t understand or was
unsure of I was able to ask my lecturers one-on-one and didn’t feel as though it
was awkward or as if I should have known what it meant. It is a good course with a
supportive department.’
Suki Sagoo
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‘As a fresher in the English department, I have found that the lecturers are more
like your peers than your superiors. Instead of talking down to you on the first day,
everyone sits together, merrily drinks prosecco, and has a jolly good laugh. This
is what makes the department stand out, because you can see that the staff are
interested in you as a person and want to get to know you.
The friendliness doesn’t stop there. Most staff have an open-door policy, meaning
whatever query, no matter how silly, you can nag them to death and get an answer!
Completing my weekly assignments and seeing the marks improve makes the lack
of sleep and bags under my eyes worth it! I’ve had a blast this term, and I’m looking
forward to the next.’
Samantha Carmichael

‘Coming to university had me worried, but really there was nothing to worry about.
Straight in the door I felt welcomed. Registration was confusing but after that
everyone was helpful. Once I met the lecturers, the day after registration, I definitely
felt like I was going to have a good university experience.
Overall being a fresher isn’t that bad. Getting into the rhythm was the worst part,
but once I found my classes and got my schedule together, it was smooth sailing.
There were obviously a few problems, like being bombarded with projects, but once
I got the courage to go up to my professors and ask them questions, I was all right.
Even if I don’t show it, and keep complaining about it, I really like this University and
my classes. I’m really looking forward to the next two years.’
Kathryn Matthews
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Creativity and Criticism

There’s been a river running through
academic institutions, its fierce currents
dividing creative artists from English’s critics
and theorists, adept at establishing how
texts work and what's wrong with them.
Now at Buckingham there’s a bridge across
the roaring tides – our Creative Writing
modules, part of the English literature
degree.
We want to celebrate our success in
daring students to create their own poems,
stories, and (parts of) novels in innovative
forms. They also have to interrogate them
through a forensic analyst's magnifying glass
before submitting them for examination,
together with their own assessment of

decisions made in the writing process.
Students work in close, courageous groups,
commenting on each other’s work as it
develops.
External examiners, sometimes considered
a fusty lot, hard to sway, admitted their own
misgivings about Creative Writing's new
status, their own prejudice perhaps formed
through the separatism that has divided
craft from art, makers from thinkers. We’ve
changed their minds! Our advisors admit
that, since students have been invited to
create their own work and analyse it, the
depth and nuance of their responses on
more traditional parts of the degree have
improved hugely.
Last year visiting poet Robin Bailey
inspired students with raw responses to real
events. This year popular new novelist Tracy
Corbett joins him to describe the agonies of
producing her first novel The Forget-Me-Not
Flower Shop. And every year students enjoy
midnight vigils in the churchyard, sleeping
rough by the river, picnics, cream cakes,
writing games and festivals! Both Creative
Writing 1 (focused on stories and new forms
of poetry) and Creative Writing 2 (planning
novels and longer works) enliven the senses
and develop connections, and hopefully
inspire you to publish – or try to publish –
beyond the course's end.
Cherry Coombe

You can read Course Leader Cherry Coombe's
poems at www.cherrycoombe.com and her
experimental novel Orange, written as an
exercise with her first group of writers, on
Amazon – though she's not proud of it, yet.
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How English Stacks Up

In his great work The Idea of a University
John Henry Newman said that one of the
characteristics of a gentleman was that
he never boasted. But now universities
boast about everything! Endlessly they
use surveys and tables to ‘market’ their
degrees – and that is a problem, for what
can be measured is not always the many
indefinable things that make up a good and
true university experience.
However, there is one measure we’re
proud of – we might even boast about
it! – our ranking in the National Student
Survey 2017, where we come top as one of
the three best English departments in the
country. This survey is conducted by IPSOS
Mori and is wholly independent.
Each year IPSOS Mori ask finalyear students to complete a 27-part
questionnaire ranking different aspects of
their degree. These categories get down to
the nitty-gritty and are personal: ‘Staff are
good at explaining things’; ‘Staff have made
the subject interesting’; ‘I have received
helpful comments on my work’; ‘I have
been able to contact staff when I needed
to’; ‘The library resources have supported
my learning well’ – these are some of the
categories that students score. Buckingham

came high in all of these, and in many
others as well, hence putting us in the top
three departments.
Here are the categories in which we are
significantly better than most universities.
In the following six areas we were higher
than the average by 20 percentage points
or more:
8. ‘The criteria used in marking have been
made clear in advance’
10. ‘Feedback on my work has been timely’
14. ‘Good advice was available when I
needed to make study choices on my
course’
21. ‘I feel part of a community of staff and
students’
22. ‘I have had the right opportunities to
work with other students as part of my
course’
25. ‘It is clear how students’ feedback on
the course has been acted on’.
These categories tell their own story
about the personalised environment, the
real care about detail, that characterises
the department.
Further information on the 2017 National
Student Survey results is available on the web.
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Great Expectations – for 36 Weeks

On 1 December 2017 we launched the first
ever online re-release of Great Expectations
in its original instalments, to mirror the
original publication of the story, which
was first serialised over 36 weeks from 1
December 1860. All instalments of the novel
can be seen as they were originally published
in the magazine All the Year Round by visiting
Dickens Journals Online (www.djo.org.uk),
the online research archive created by the
department in 2012, which is currently in use
in no fewer than 199 countries worldwide.
Scholars, students, and general readers
anywhere in the world who have internet
access are invited to join in, read along,
and take part in the weekly discussion
via a carefully mediated blog. The aim is
to capture elements of the serial reading
experience for later academic analysis.
All contributors must abide by the blog
rules, which forbid reading ahead, or
discussing anything that has not yet taken
place in the episodes published to date.
The purpose of the project is to consider
Dickens’s tale as it would have unfolded for
its very first readers.
An added element in the new project

involves a simultaneous Twitter feed.
While the story and commentary unfolds
via WordPress, contributors have the
opportunity to tweet each week’s episode in
character, having been assigned a role which
they maintain anonymously.
Dickens expert Professor John Drew
added ‘The University of Buckingham’s latest
project builds on our pioneering open access
database Dickens Journals Online to allow
21st-century readers to engage with the
text in instalments, offering a 19th-century
reading experience through 21st-century
technology. Better yet, with Twitter we have
academics and enthusiasts bringing each
of the novel’s memorable characters out of
Victorian England and into the modern day
twittersphere.’
Scholars at the Universities of Leicester,
York, and Birkbeck are also joining the
Buckingham experiment – and all our current
students and alumni are invited to do so too.
Here’s the address you need to bookmark:
https://greatexpectationsreadalong.
wordpress.com. ‘Wot Larks!’ as Joe Gargery
would say.
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Soka University Partnership
On Friday 25 August at 12 noon, in the
grounds of the Humanities Research
Institute on Buckingham’s main campus,
a delightful ceremony was held to witness
formally the planting of two flowering
cherry trees to celebrate the University’s
flourishing relationship with Soka
University.
Different groups of Soka students
studying English at Buckingham were
in attendance (see below), as well as a
number of external guests, who included
Professor Hideo Ozaki, Soka University coordinator of the Double Degree programme
in English Language Studies; Dr Kazuhiro
Tobisawa, Honorary Research Fellow in
Humanities and University Link with Soka
University; Mr Robert Harrap, General
Director SGI-UK; Mr Kazuo Fujii, Deputy
General Director of SGI-UK and Secretary
General of SGI Europe; Ms Suzanne
Pritchard, SGI-UK; Mr Dai Pritchard, SGI-UK;
and Mrs Léonie Thorogood, Friend of the
University.
As Dr Kazuhiro explains, SGI-UK is ‘Soka
Gakkai International in the UK. It is an
affiliated organisation of SGI in Japan,

the worldwide lay Buddhist network which
“promotes peace, culture and education
through personal transformation and social
contribution”. Their website is http://www.
sgi-uk.org/. The organisation is the main
supporter of Soka University in the UK
and has greatly helped our educational
relationship with Soka University.’
The first of the two trees carries a
plaque reading simply, ‘Soka University
Commemorative Cherry Tree’; the second
(below) reads ‘Commemorative Cherry
Tree for Daisaku Ikeda, Doctor of Letters
Honoris Causa University of Buckingham,
Founder of Soka University’. Both trees carry
the planting date of 24.08.2017, this being
the 70th anniversary of the date on which
Dr Ikeda commenced studying under his
mentor, Josei Toda.
It is the University’s hope that in years to
come Soka students studying a rich variety
of subjects at Buckingham will be able to
meet one another and take photographs or
simply enjoy the peace in the shade of these
trees, in commemoration of Soka education
and our shared educational ideals.
Professor John Drew
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Scholarships and bursaries
High Achiever Scholarships

An automatic scholarship, worth £2,000 per annum, is available to undergraduate Home
(UK/EU) students achieving AAB or above in their A Levels.

Five Counties Awards

Receive £2,000 per year towards your tuition fees if you are an undergraduate
living in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire,
Northamptonshire or Oxfordshire.

Gregory Foundation Scholarships

These are by nomination, to the strongest applicants each year (£2,000–£2,500). They come
from the Gregory Foundation, set up by the generous bequest of Bobby and Dorothy Gregory.

Buckingham bursaries

Students in receipt of a maintenance loan of £5,000 or more per annum will receive
an automatic bursary of £1,100 per annum.

English Admissions

Nancy Zulu
T: +44 (0)1280 820156
E: english-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

General Admissions

T: +44 (0)1280 820313
E: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk
Come to an Open Day

Book a tour of the campus

Go to: www.buckingham.ac.uk/
opendays

Book a tour by contacting us
via the details above

The University of Buckingham, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG
facebook.com/UniBuckingham

@UniOfBuckingham
@BuckEngLit

