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Dear all,

At the end of each year it is a good opportunity to reflect on all that has 
happened during the previous 12 months and also time to begin planning 
for the New Year.  This year at Buckingham has been filled with many 
different events and emotions and I believe I speak for many of us here 
when I say that we have had a truly exceptional year.

Sir Anthony is leading the University to a new level – one where your 
alma mater will be far more widely recognised worldwide, far larger and 
prestigious.  We hope that you may be able to help him by continuing to support 
Buckingham in all the various ways that I know you already do.  But, most 
importantly, with the remit that we keep Buckingham as it has always been, a 
place where lifelong friendships and relationships are made and flourish.  A large 
family that we hope you will always be proud to be a part of.

From us all in the Alumni Office, we wish you a very happy time at Christmas and 
the New Year, in the many different ways that we all celebrate.  Our international 
family are our pride and joy and we will endeavour, in 2018, to help you keep those 
links intact, wherever you may be.

With very best wishes,
Anne

Announcements

11 The Giving Bridge 
Campaign 2018

It is with deepest sorrow that we announce the untimely death of Dinesh Rajp (LLB 2003, LLM 2006).  
Dinesh was a passionate supporter of Buckingham and a true friend to so many of our alumni, staff 

and students.  His warmth and friendship spanned decades – encompassing not only those he studied 
with but past and recent alumni as well as those in the different schools of study.

In February 2015, Dinesh posted a message on our Alumni Facebook page about his memories of Buckingham. 
We thought we would share a snippet of this with you all in memory of Dinesh and the friendships that meant so 

much to him. 

'Last night (Sunday was always quiet) I walked the lonely cold dark quiet streets of Buckingham. Like some ghost 
wandering through a thousand memories of yesterday. And yet I could hear you all, you Great Alumni. Passed 

the OTM, a darkened bar closed, no Mr Form sat perched in his corner, no Debbie helping out yet I could feel the 
presence of drink, song & laughter. You were there Paul Lyon Hogarth Blood giving us one more rendition... of 

good old Louis Armstrong. And Nils & I drinking quietly somewhere in a corner. On the top floor two giggling girls 
playing ping pong. Was that you Jusneet & Zoe?! And you Mr George Jones & Malminderjit Singh with cash tin box 

& military precision exercising through another OTM function! Was that your car I saw Kate Ellis?! Then I passed 
by Beloff House and you Lara were hanging out your window with Mirelle Chapuis in tow. Young Frederick Motson 

not too far behind, in fact he'd overtaken! Then up to town, passed School Lane & other streets, silent now but 
my mind saw house parties everywhere, more German than not & Nelson Court Mr Sunil Rendawa, Londis & 

Buckingham Tandoori & so much more...' 

The full message is available here:
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham/posts/1746556848719018

Dinesh's funeral took place on Monday 4 December at East Hampstead Park Crematorium, Wokingham. The 
funeral was attended by many alumni as well as some current students and staff members who share fond 

memories of Dinesh.

https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham/posts/1746556848719018
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'The Great War: Some Overlooked Aspects'
a public lecture by Simon Heffer

Monday 11 December, 6.30pm
The Radcliffe Centre, Buckingham

“When we think of the Great War we think principally of the slaughter and suffering 
in the trenches and on other battlefields. Yet the war revolutionised British politics, 

British culture and British life. Just how it did I shall describe in my lecture.”

Please email helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to reserve your seat.

 THE VICE-CHANCELLOR’S LECTURE SERIES

The Swan Ball 
Saturday 17 March 2018

to be held at 
The Atrium,

Whittlebury Hall

TICKETS: £50 UNTIL 31 DECEMBER
£60 FROM 1 JANUARY 

SALES END 23 FEBRUARY
 

TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE

TWO COURSE DINNER (WITH WINE)
 LIVE BAND - FIRING LINE
 DJ NIGEL VERNON-DIER

PHOTOGRAPHER

DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ROOM 
BOOKINGS AND USE OF THE SPA AT 

WHITTLEBURY HALL FOR GRADUATES AND 
THEIR FAMILIES

TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA LINK BELOW:

HTTPS://WWW.BUCKINGHAM.AC.UK/
GRADUATION/SWAN-BALL 

mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball 
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The Vice-Chancellor and James Seymour (Director 
of Admissions and Recruitment) visited Hong Kong in 

November. 

Whilst there they met with a number of alumni including
Anne-Marie Sim nee Gesmundo (English Literature, 

1996).  
 

Anne-Marie couldn't attend the alumni event, so instead 
she invited James and Sir Anthony to the TV studio 

where she works as news editor and anchor. Sir Anthony 
was unable to attend, but James (pictured to the right 
with Anne-Marie) visited and was able to watch her live 

newscast.

What a great experience, we love to see our alumni in 
action! 

Alumni News

Jiro Yoshino (LLB, 2008) married 
Lisa Juangbhanich on 21 October 

at Chelsea Old Town Hall in 
London.

We send our congratulations to 
them both and wish them a very 

happy future together.

Alistair Lomax, Director of Development at the 
University, visited the US in mid November. 
Whilst there, he met with several alumni. 

The photograph to the left was taken of three of 
Buckingham's alumni from the first years. 

(L-R)
Sohail Quareshi (Economics, 1981)

Jeff Gartzman (occasional student, Business, 1977)
Bruce Van Saun (occasional student, 1977)

What a lovely photograph, and so good to see them all 
together.

Edouard Maze-Sencier de 
Brouville (LLM, 1994) has started 
a new position as Vice President 

at Deutsche Bank in Dubai.

We send our congratulations to 
Edouard and wish him the best in 

his new career.

William Banks-Blaney (History of 
Art and Heritage Management, 

2000) created his own TV series 
for the BBC. The series was called 

‘Lights, Camera, Fashion’ and 
was aired in 2016. William was 
commissioned for the series 
following the 2015 release of 
his book '25 Dresses' which 

was based on the impact of his 
company, William Vintage, and 

the rise of vintage couture.

Congratulations on all your 
success, William.

Laura Harvey (nee freeman) (English Literature with French, 2012) 
married Ian Harvey at the Sculpture Gallery in Woburn Abbey on 1st 
July. Laura met Ian, a soldier in the Parachute Regiment, through a 

fellow student whilst she was studying at Buckingham in 2010.  

Congratulations to them both, we wish them all the best for the 
future and are so glad that Buckingham played a part in their happy 

ever after!

Mark Allen (LLB, 1986) is Chief 
Executive of Dairy Crest. Dairy Crest's 
profit has increased by 871% in first 

half profits this year. Mark said:
"We have delivered good profit 

growth despite a record high cream 
price, which has a temporary but 

significant impact on input costs in 
our butter and spreads business.”

Well done, Mark.



Do you recognise anyone in the photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...
We didn't have any responses 
to last month's photograph!

Please let us know if 
you recognise anyone.
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December 2017

11 December - The Vice-Chancellor's Lecture Series, 'The Great War: Some Overlooked Aspects', a public lecture 
by Simon Heffer. Monday 11 December, 6.30pm. The Radcliffe Centre, Buckingham.

Simon says: “When we think of the Great War we think principally of the slaughter and suffering in the trenches 
and on other battlefields. Yet the war revolutionised British politics, British culture and British life. Just how it did I 

shall describe in my lecture.”
Please email helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to reserve your seat.

February 2018

8 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Harvey Goldsmith. More details to follow.

27 February - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Lord Norwich. More details to follow.

March

16 & 17 March - Annual Graduation ceremonies.

17 March - The Swan Ball at Whittlebury Hall. See page 3 for more information.

April

30 April - The Vice-Chancellor's Public Lecture Series, lecture by Mark Stevenson. More details to follow.
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Upcoming Events

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.stanislaus%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

University News

Brian Kingham visited the University on 14 November 2017 to meet the Vice-Chancellor and talk 
with many of the students who have received the Kingham Scholarship. Mr Kingham’s scholarship 
sponsors a group of BSc Business Enterprise and other students every year. His kindness means that they 
are able to achieve their dream of starting a business and completing an honours degree at Buckingham.  

For any students who are still here the day after the end of term, Saturday 9th December, or for any who live 
locally, we’d love you to join the Buckingham Christmas Parade. It comprises colourful floats and walking 

groups who parade through the centre of town giving out sweets to children and also, in our case, leaflets about 
the university, to adults. There will be around 3,000 local people lining the streets and there will be a great 

atmosphere. It’s a good opportunity to make a really positive link with the community, who always say they like to 
see our students taking part in local events. The theme this year is nursery rhymes and our theme will be Doctor 
Foster. Some people will be dressed as doctors and we’ll be pushing a hospital bed with a “patient” through the 

streets as well as causing a little bit of mischief with tiny syringe water pistols(!) and handing out “pills” – sweets. 
You will need to be free from 10.15am to shortly after 12 on Saturday 9th December. If you are interested in taking 

part please email diana.blamires@buckingham.ac.uk

Fundraising will be for the ambulance car medical students use on call outs in Buckingham.

Merry Christmas!
The Alumni Office would like to wish all Buckingham alumni, students and staff a very Merry Christmas and all the 

best for the new year.
Our office will be shutting down from 22 December - 2 January. We look forward to coming back in 2018 fresh and 

ready to finish organising Graduation!

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:diana.blamires%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


The Giving Bridge Campaign 2018

David Hines was briefly at the University of Buckingham in 1982 as a ‘study abroad’ student from the USA.   

David has recently made a gift to acknowledge the impact that  Buckingham had on his subsequent 
success. This gift is going towards the  bridge that will connect the existing campus with the new campus.  
He wanted to fund something that would be at the heart of everyday life for students; a physical reminder 

of the journey they were beginning which would be so important to their lives.  

His only wish is that others follow his great example, by showing their support for the campus transformation.  
It was David’s gift to what is being called the Giving Bridge that encouraged us to set up a scheme by which 

all other alumni could make their own gift.  

In early 2018, a group of students will be telephoning to invite other alumni to follow David’s lead by 
signing up to the Giving Bridge Campaign and making a regular gift.  Please look out for updates on the 

Development section of the University of Buckingham website.  

https://freethinking.org.uk/

We hope that you will be inspired by David’s example. 

https://freethinking.org.uk/
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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