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Dear all,

The autumn leaves are quite beautiful this year and the apples on campus 
are being used to make delicious apple pies!  The kitchens in the residences 
and the OTM are buzzing with the huge intake of very lively new students.  
Add to that the building work on Hunter Street that will see the new 
Vinson Centre ready for occupation by this time next year, and you have a 
picture I hope of Buckingham today.  Nostalgic?!  I hope so – we would love 
you to come back and visit.

There is plenty to come back for too – especially if you know someone who may 
be interested in coming to study at Buckingham.  On Saturday the Psychology 
Department held a very successful alumni event in Ondaatje Hall, which will 
become an annual event.  There was also an Open Day on campus on Saturday. 
These take place every couple of months (full details: www.buckingham.ac.uk/
opendays) and Careers events also take place regularly.  Also “come and be 
a student for a day” events take place throughout the year in Law, Business, 
Humanities, Science.

On the entertainment side, as part of the newly revamped lecture series (The 
Vice-Chancellor’s Public Lecture Series) you will see details of an “in conversation” 
between John Lloyd (television producer) and the Vice-Chancellor on 29th 
November.  On 4th and 11th December we are lucky to have Nicholas Shakespeare 
(novelist and biographer) and Simon Heffer (journalist and author) respectively 
coming to speak at Buckingham.  In February of next year we begin the series in 
February with Harvey Goldsmith (performing arts promoter) and Lord Norwich 
(John Julius Norwich, historian).  If you are in the area you would be more than 
welcome to attend any of these events.

I do hope we will be lucky enough to see you on campus or, if not, somewhere 
near you before too long.

With very best wishes from us all in the 
Alumni Office

Announcements

We were so sorry to hear about the terrible hurricanes and earthquakes in the Caribbean and Mexico 
recently.  Our thoughts are with all our alumni and their family and friends.  We hope you are all safe 

and well and that you have not been badly affected.

The Vice-Chancellor says:  

“My deepest sympathy goes out to the people of the Caribbean and Mexico at this difficult time. We are all 
thinking of you here in Buckingham and praying that you are safe and well.

Please do not feel you need to respond to this message.  It is simply to let you know that all of us in the University, 
staff and students, are thinking of you during these very difficult times.”



Vice-Chancellor's News

WonkHE Power List, 2017

Sir Anthony Seldon appeared at Number 15 in the WonkHE 
Power List for 2017. They wrote the following about him:

'If Sir Anthony’s rise up the power list tells you anything, it’s 
that there’s mileage in relentless self-promotion (see also: 
Andrew Adonis). Seldon has been an outspoken and active 
vice chancellor and has cemented his position as the unofficial 
leader of the more established end of alternative providers. He 
has also had success at Buckingham by topping the TEF Gold ratings and bringing Mary Curnock 
Cook on board as an adviser. Now if only he could get HS2 to stop at Buckingham, he’d likely have 
even more success putting his university on the map.
Seldon also exemplifies the rise of independent HE more generally – with the ear of policymakers 
and the press for what we used to call the “Challenger sector”, we see the passage HERA2017 as 
confirmation of their central place in HE policymaking.'

See the full list here - http://wonkhe.com/2017-higher-education-powerlist/ 

The Complete University Guide gives a good overview of the University and how it measures up 
with recent rankings. The guide also gives an indication of the gender, nationality and level of 
study splits at Buckingham.

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/buckingham/

4

http://wonkhe.com/2017-higher-education-powerlist/ 
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/buckingham/


65

Alumni News

Carlos Fernandez Gates (LLM, 
2010) has been promoted 
to promoted to Director of 

the Corporate Legal Area at 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers in 

Peru. His new position means he 
is now in charge of all corporate 
and commercial legal services at 

the PwC Peruvian office.

Congratulations, Carlos. We wish 
you all the best.

Matheus Fernandes Ferraz 
Soares (MA Biography, 2017) 
has begun an interesting new 

career as a ghost writer for 
Gotham Ghostwriters. Matt 

says he would have never got this 
exciting opportunity without his 

masters degree!

Congratulations, Matt. Good luck 
in your new endeavor,

Joanna Vasdeki (International 
Hotel Management, 1999) is a 
photographer, writer, curator
and editor- based in Athens, 

Greece. She currently has 
an exhibition with fellow 

photographer, Jeff Vanderpool, 
called 'Views from Athens'.

The exhibition will run from 4 - 29 
October in Bratislava.

Please see Joanna's website for 
more information:

www.vasdeki.com

University News
The University of Buckingham is an Official Supporter of Worktree for the next 

School Academic Year. We are their only Higher Education supporter.

Worktree is described as a tree of local knowledge about how to get and keep 
a job.  Anyone who has worked, or looked for work, is a leaf.  They encourage 

children and young people (aged 11-17) to climb the branches,  raise their 
career awareness, aspirations and communication skills in the process.

Jeremy Formicola 
(Computing, 2012) and 

his wife Karen welcomed 
their son, Lorenzo Aurelio 

Formicola, on 30 August 2017.

Lorenzo weighted 7 pounds and 
4 ounces and was 50cm long.

Congratulations to them both on 
their new arrival!

Congratulations to Ami Orkaby (LLB, 1998) who has won this year's 
Distinguished Alumnus Award. 

The award will be awarded at the annual Reunion Dinner on Friday 13 
October.

Ami said:
“It is a great pleasure and honour to be awarded the Distinguished 

Alumnus Award 2017. Buckingham has been, and will be, an important 
pillar in my professional and social life to date.”

Alumni Office Publications 
Coordinator and Buckingham 
Alumna, Lucy Cato (History 

with English Literature, 2015), 
married Ryan Stanislaus on 16 

September.

Lucy is now back in the office after 
her honeymoon and is catching up 

on emails and other work!

Manfred Kalkhoff (Politics, 
Economics and Law, 1978) 
has sadly passed away in 

Germany after a long illness.

Manfred's friend, Aris Nicolson 
(LLB, 1979) has described him 
as 'a really special guy with an 
enormous charm and sense of 

humour.'

Manfred's funeral will take place 
on 19 October in Oldenberg, 

Germany.

The Sunday Times wrote the piece below about the University and its recent success. We are incredibly 
proud of how well the University is doing and we are determined to further our successes in the near 

future!

'Buckingham has bucked this year’s 4% downward trend of university applications in spectacular fashion, with 
a 22% increase in demand for places. Regularly at or near the top for student satisfaction, the university was 

awarded gold in the first Teaching Excellence Framework results. It had the best scores in all areas of the National 
Student Survey in last year's guide and remains top for teaching quality scores. It was The Sunday Times and 
Times University of the Year for Teaching Quality in 2016. There is also a growing market for two-year degrees 

Buckingham pioneered.

 Sir Anthony Seldon, who joined Buckingham as vice-chancellor in 2015 after a career in independent schools, is a 
critic of the failure to do enough to safeguard mental health at university level. To address this, Buckingham is to 
become Europe’s first “positive university” by using positive psychology to enable students and staff to be more 
resilient while studying. Behind the initiative is Professor Martin Seligman, the American academic and leading 

researcher in this field.

 Except in medicine, where the fees are £36,200 a year, Buckingham’s UK and EU undergraduates pay a total of 
£24,888 for their two-year course – less than a conventional three-year degree in the state sector (£27,750), and 

saving a year’s living costs and enabling swifter entry to the labour market. The academic year demands four 
nine-week terms and still allows for 18 weeks off. Buckingham opened the UK’s first private not-for-profit medical 

school. The course has seen a 30% increase in applications.'

http://www.vasdeki.com


Do you recognise anyone in the photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.stanislaus@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...

We had one reply to the 
photograph from last month. 

The man in the middle has been 
identified as Stephen Hands 
(Accounting and Financial 

Management, 1988 ). Stephen 
sadly passed away on 15 June 

2003. 

 Please do let us know if you 
recognise anyone else or if you 
are in the photograph yourself!
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October

13 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner for the years 
1996-2000 at Church House, Westminster.

Along with the alumni there will also be a number of 
staff attending the dinner, including administrative 

staff and memorable lecturers. For further details and 
to purchase your tickets please click this link:

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-
reunion-1996-2000/

                                        

Louise Hammond (former Head Librarian) has let us            
know about the following event:

 28 - 29 October 
'Arcadian Opera'
Roxburgh Hall Theatre
Stowe
Saturday 28 at 7.30pm
Sunday 29 October ar 3pm

November

29 November - The Vice-Chancellor's Lecture Series, public lecture by John Lloyd. 
John Lloyd, CBE is an English television producer and writer best known for his work on such comedy television 
programmes as Not the Nine O'Clock News, Spitting Image, The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, Blackadder and 
QI.  John be joining the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, ‘in Conversation’ on Wednesday 29th November 
2017, in the Radcliffe Centre at 6:30pm.  The lecture will be followed by a book signing and books will be available 
to buy on the night if you haven’t already got one. Places are limited!  

Please contact helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to reserve your seat.
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Upcoming Events 2017

Photo Flashback
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Stanislaus
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

Student News

"Free Speech on Campus and Beyond"

A group students at the University of Buckingham have recently created the Independent Student Journal 
(ISJ) to promote the cherished ideals of free-speech and independent thought. The Journal, acting as a forum 

for academic discussion and debate, welcomes student produced articles within a variety of subject areas 
concerning contemporary and continuous issues. The First Edition, currently aiming to publish more than twenty 

articles in January 2018, is currently accepting submissions from students who are completing undergraduate 
or postgraduate qualifications, pursuing training contacts, pupillage, apprenticeships or other graduate 

programmes. All are welcome to submit contributions towards the Journal on any topic of their choosing within 
the fields of law, economics and business, medicine, international relations and psychology.

If you are interesting in maintaining Buckingham's poll-position for free-speech on campus within the United 
Kingdom, or interesting in submitting an article please visit the link below:

http://ubplj.org/index.php/isj

Exciting Events at the University

If you graduated in recent years, you will probably remember Dennis the cat. Dennis is very well known on the 
Hunter Street Campus and has recently stolen the limelight in the national news too!

BBC news has published a piece about him, please click the link below to read it.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-41435834 

We're proud to be a partner of the MK Lightning Ice Hockey Team.

Some of the team are pictured above with the Vice-Chancellor. They will be playing hockey for MK lightning whilst 
studying MBAs with the University. We hope that they settle in well on campus!

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://ubplj.org/index.php/isj
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-41435834 
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