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Greetings from
the Dean of Law
There is much good news to share
with you all. It is a very exciting time
for the University.
Congratulations to all those students who
performed so well in the June 2017 diet of
examinations. We were delighted that the
number of finalists achieving a 2:1 or First
Class Degree continues to grow.
A University of Buckingham degree is
regarded as the Gold standard across the
world in legal achievement. It is the gold
key that will open up many professional
doors, not only in legal practice.
Your qualification will give you many
opportunities that you had once dreamt of,
but are now within your grasp.
We always enjoy hearing from our alumni
and how they have succeeded in their careers.
May the wind of fortune bless you and
carry you into your bright futures. Hard
work and diligence will ensure that you
achieve your goal and reach your horizon.
Professor Susan Edwards, Dean of Law

NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTS
• Interview with Lord Scott of Foscote
• Mooting in the Law School
• International Alumni News
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Message from the Vice-Chancellor

Master classes

The University of Buckingham is a remarkable
place and we are continually developing our
stellar reputation for high-quality teaching. The
Law School is going from strength to strength
and the University is growing.
In August the National Student Survey results
were published and, once again, the University
came top for Student Satisfaction (jointly with the
University of St Andrews). Our overall satisfaction
rating is 94% and we are joint top for Teaching
Quality. This is a truly remarkable tribute.
We welcome your continued interest in
the University and invite you to attend any
alumni events.

The University of Buckingham has continued to welcome distinguished outside speakers
to deliver inspirational lectures:

“Judicial & Public Inquiries”
Lord Scott and Sir William Gage
15 August 2016
Pictured: Lord Scott and Sir WIlliam
Gage

Sir Anthony Seldon, Vice-Chancellor

“Magna Carta - A Living Myth?”
The Rt Hon. the Lord Judge
26 January 2017

Message from the new Chair of Council
I am delighted to have joined the Council of the
University of Buckingham.
My commercial background has always been in
various disciplines of the banking industry, but I
read Law at King’s College, London (1979-82). I was
involved in the strategic re-think of the Law School
at King’s in 2011, which resulted in the creation of
the Dickson Poon School of Law. I look forward to
helping the University overall, but I am delighted to
be involved in the strategic thinking about the future
development of the UoB Law School.

Pictured: Professor Susan Edwards
with the Lord Judge

“The Art of the Advocate”
Sir Ivan Lawrence QC
9 February 2017
Pictured: Sir Ivan Lawrence QC
with LLB undergraduates Andrea
Baronti, Joshua Cullen and
Yashwanth Krishnan

Rory Tapner
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UBCEES

Mooting in the Law School

Nuclear Law and Policy: Post-Brexit
In May 2017, the University of Buckingham Centre for Extractive Energy Studies (UBCEES)
hosted a conference on Nuclear Law and Safety: Post-Brexit. The conference brought
together a network of top-rank speakers who spoke on nuclear energy issues of crucial
importance to a post-Brexit world.
The first session of the conference featured papers by Professor William Nuttall (Open
University) and Ana Stanic (E&A Law). Both papers provided perspectives on the effect that
Brexit would have on European and British nuclear energy law. Will Morris (Nuclear Risks
Insurers) concluded the session with an illuminating paper on nuclear energy insurance,
post-Brexit.
The second session of the conference focused on nuclear safety, environmental
protection and energy security. Laurence Williams (Emeritus Professor, Nuclear Safety,
Imperial College London) provided an insightful discourse on the consequences, if
any, that the withdrawal from the EURATOM treaty would have on nuclear safety in the
United Kingdom. The session also featured a paper on nuclear energy and environmental
protection, presented by Professor Raphael Heffron (Queen Mary University of London).
Malcolm Grimston delivered the final conference paper which considered the growing
role that nuclear energy plays in securing global energy supply. The paper highlighted the
lessons learned from the Japanese experience post-March 2011. (Jointly organised with the
Open University and the University of Birmingham, the conference was chaired by Professor
Robert Lee, Head, Birmingham Law School.)
Dr Hephzibah Egede

For more information on upcoming UBCEES conferences, please visit our website
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I am delighted to report that mooting is
alive and well in the Law School in 2017,
including one notable success!
From December 2016, the UoB Law
School team of Joshua Cullen, Yashwanth
Krishnan and Andrea Baronti between them
won their way to the National Final of the
OUP/BPP Mooting Competition. The Law
School was one of four teams in the final
and Joshua and Yash won their particular
moot against the team from the University
of East Anglia. However, they were pipped
at the winning post by one mark by the
winners of the other final moot, the team
from Queen’s University, Belfast. It was
especially pleasing that the judge, HHJ
Gratwicke, commended the mooters on
their very high standards, suggesting that
they were a good deal better than many
of the barristers appearing before him
regularly in court!
This was an excellent achievement for
the team, who have all grown in stature,
confidence and experience since the start
of the competition. They had an unbeaten
run of five consecutive wins against the
University of Warwick, the University of the
West of England, Cambridge University,
Cardiff University and finally the University of
East Anglia. The subject-matter of the moot
problems was incredibly varied including
contract, evidence, internet defamation,
and property. On every occasion the UoB
team faced strong opposition but stepped
up to the mark with fine and polished
presentations. This augurs well for each of
them in their intended careers as advocates.
Over the last 12 months, we have also run
two internal competitions, with very high

standards of performance. I am glad to
report that the next generation of mooters
is as keen as ever and I am hopeful that,
with the support of new member of staff
Kerry Usher, we will be able to run and
coach teams to enter several mooting
competitions with national reputations.
Every year we award the Rachel Lawrence
Prize to students for their outstanding
performances in mooting, both in the
Legal Skills and Procedure Course and in
competition. For their contributions to
mooting in the Law School in 2016, last year’s
prize was shared between Nkechi Ugwu and
Joshua Cullen.
Gavin Love, Master of Moots

Gavin Love, Master of Moots
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Our students
Court placement
In July we attended a two-day placement
at Oxford Coroner’s Court, shadowing
the Coroner, Mr Darren Salter, who took
considerable pains to explain the workings of
the Court and the facets of 11 cases.
There are 90 Senior Coroners in England
and Wales, usually supported by 3-6
Assistant Coroners and a small staff of
Coroner’s Officers. They are employed by
the relevant County Council, but operate
independently. Thus, it is a local service,
Mr D Salter, Coroner for Oxfordshire (right),
albeit there is a National Chief Coroner
with Thomas Cottew and Miriam Chowdry
whose remit is to promote standardisation
of processes and practices.
The Oxfordshire Coroner has 2,500 deaths reported to him on average every year. His
Officers filter out the natural deaths, leaving about 300 which require an inquest because
the death is either not a natural one or is unexplained. These are then investigated by the
Coroner’s Office to enable each inquest to come to a conclusion as to how, when and where
the person in question died.
Although the families of the deceased and other interested parties can be represented, this
is not usual and the proceedings are very rarely adversarial - only about six require to be heard
in front of a jury in the course of a year. The other major difference with other parts of the Court
system is that the Coroner operates as an ‘investigating judge’. The Coroner is the one who
reviews the evidence in open court and questions those witnesses whom he/she has decided
must attend in person to clarify any points that remain outstanding.
Of the 11 inquests that we observed: six were found to have alcohol/drugs as either
the direct cause of death or a major factor in it; two were found to be suicides; two were
attributed to asbestos-related disease; one was an accident arising from the side-effects
of a stroke occurring a few days previously. In all of these cases, we were struck by the
combination of forensic skill and empathy displayed both by the Coroner and the Assistant
Coroner, even when families and loved ones were not present. One example was the case
of the homeless alcoholic, with an extensive criminal record, killed whilst hitch-hiking in
a patently unsafe manner, after sunset, on a busy main road. The Coroner carefully sifted
the evidence to ensure that there were no road-safety lessons, or fault by those driving
the vehicles that struck him; the man’s past record and other problems had no influence
whatever on his deliberations. Perhaps the saddest case of all was that of the young man of
26 who took a combination of alcohol and drugs at a party. Individually, the quantities were
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not fatal, but in combination they ended his life. The Coroner had to review the evidence in
the presence of the deceased’s visibly distressed family and partner, and did so with great
skill and sensitivity.
In summary, this was an outstanding placement in every way and we would strongly
recommend it to any other students fortunate enough to be offered the same opportunity
through the StreetLegal scheme.
Thomas Cottew and Miriam Chowdry, LLB undergraduates

StreetLegal
Directed by Professor Judith Bray and assisted by Julie O’Shea, the StreetLegal placement
scheme forms part of the Law School’s professional skills development programme. The
scheme is open to all law students and offers placements within various professional
settings both locally and nationally.
In 2016-2017 students have had a range of opportunities within the scheme. Students
have had placements shadowing Barristers and members of the judiciary as well as
placements within firms of Solicitors, giving them a chance to experience the legal
profession and to enhance legal skills. Placements often offer the opportunity to discuss
career options and gain invaluable advice on future employability choices. Most of the
placements have taken place during the vacations, although this is not always possible.
Each placement lasts between one and five days.
There were over 40 placements during 2016 and already at least 20 have taken place in
2017. These are some of the highlights of 2016-2017 StreetLegal Scheme.

Dentons Day
In March 2017 a group
of Buckingham law
undergraduates attended
leading international law
firm Dentons LLP in Milton
Keynes for a professional
skills workshop day. This
was the second time such a
visit had taken place as part
of the StreetLegal scheme.
The first ‘Dentons Day’ took
place in 2016. During the
2017 visit, students engaged
7
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with senior partners and trainee solicitors in negotiation skills workshops. One of the most
useful parts of the day was a presentation given by Rob Wyatt, Training Partner, on the
application process and provided valuable advice to the students on how to prepare for
that all important interview.

Part-time LLB

Shadowing a District Judge at Clerkenwell and Shoreditch County Court
In October 2016 a Part-time law student spent several days shadowing a District Judge at
Clerkenwell and Shoreditch County Court:
“Over three days I heard a wide range of cases from a number of proceedings concerning
local authority housing to more complex family matters. I was fortunate to shadow Judge
Tomlinson which allowed me the opportunity to see the judicial system from the Judge’s
perspective. There can be no substitute for actually spending time alongside a Judge –
to see the preparatory process to hearing a case. A unique experience in support of my
aspiration to join the Bar. This is now very much reinforced with the assistance of the
StreetLegal programme.”

Iuliia Vlaich – LLB part-time student

Mini Pupillage at Hardwicke Chambers, London
“For my StreetLegal placement I had the privilege of shadowing Barrister Edward Rowntree.
I had the opportunity to attend a trial lead by a Q.C. in Chambers. On my final day I
switched from property law to torts and went to the Royal Courts of Justice for a meeting in
chambers with a High Court Judge.”

Ariana Caines, LLB student 2016

Some of the placement opportunities offered by the StreetLegal Scheme are unparalleled.
Murdoch Thomson attended the prosecution of a member of the House of Lords for
purported parliamentary expenses offences at Southwark Crown Court in July 2016. He also
witnessed a prosecution of firearms offences at Harrow Crown Court, accompanying Patrick
Gibbs Q.C. of Three Raymond Buildings.
There were further new opportunities including shadowing a High Court Judge at the
Royal Courts of Justice. Maha Jamal was given the opportunity to shadow Mrs Justice Carr
in August 2016 whilst she heard a commercial tax case.
Another student, Dhairya Patel, attended the Bribery and Corruption division of the
Serious Fraud Office in September 2016. This was a very special opportunity, providing a
unique insight into complex fraud cases. He had the opportunity to attend court as well as
high-level discussions at the SFO.
The range of other court visits included the Bankruptcy Court in London, Northampton
Crown Court, Coroner’s Court, the Old Bailey, and Isleworth Crown Court.
Professor Judith Bray – StreetLegal Director, and Julie O’Shea – StreetLegal Administrator
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Part-time LLB graduates, 2017
The part-time LLB programme at the
University of Buckingham enables students
of all ages and walks of life to continue with
their careers and busy personal lives, whilst
studying for a law degree. Taken over four
years, with classes on Wednesday evenings
during term time, it brings together a
diverse group of people, from school
leavers to those already established in a
wide range of professions, such as police
officers, managers and businessmen and
women. It demonstrates that, with the right
degree of dedication, all can blossom and
flourish through higher education.
Amongst recent alumni, examples of
success in the legal profession include
Janine Leeder, who has now qualified at
City firm Latham and Watkins, and Daisy
Divoka and Lucie Kingsnorth, who continue
their successful careers at EMW in Milton
Keynes. It is also wonderful to note that
Hannah Howard, who completed her
studies in 2017, will be undertaking her
training contract with Shoosmiths in Milton
Keynes. However, the part-time LLB at
Buckingham Law School also impacts on
careers more generally: a recent example is
Belinda Hamilton, who on graduating this

year was promoted from an administrator
to her organisation’s Contracts & Legal
Specialist, in charge of reviewing all internal
and external contracts and terms and
conditions. Indeed, the positive and lifetransforming effect of the part-time LLB is
a tribute to both the Law School, and the
students who undertake the programme.
James Slater, Director of the part-time
programme, is very proud of the part-time
law students, past and present, and looks
forward to more success in the future for
this wonderful programme.

Dr James Slater

Margaret Darrell

For queries about our part-time and
postgraduate programmes, please
contact Margaret:
T: +44 (0)1280 828289
E: margaret.darrell@buckingham.ac.uk
9
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An interview with Lord Scott
by Joshua Cullen and Professor Judith Bray
Early in March 2017 the President of the Student Law Society, Joshua Cullen, and Professor
Judith Bray had the opportunity to meet with Lord Scott of Foscote at his home.
Lord Scott has had a long and highly successful legal career sitting in the High Court, the
Court of Appeal and later in the House of Lords. They asked his views on key issues in law
today, his career at the Bar and life on the Bench.
Do you feel the Independence of the
Judiciary is currently being challenged?
Lord Scott: It may be said to be challenged
at the moment, but I doubt there has been
a time when politicians were not speaking
in a way that might be presented as a
challenge to the judiciary. The judiciary
is there to try to ensure that the rule of
law is observed, and if people do not like
it because of their personal interests, be
they political or something else, then it is
nevertheless up to the Judiciary to apply
the Rule of Law.
Do you feel that, the Judiciary is less
well defended today by the position of
the Lord Chancellor?
Well I have known a number of different
Lords Chancellor ‒ I think that Lord
Hailsham was Lord Chancellor when I first
became a High Court judge, and then later
it was James McKay who was very good
indeed. There are some Lords Chancellor
that are stronger in the defence of the
Judiciary than others. I think it’s highly
desirable that the Lord Chancellor should
be there to defend the Judiciary and to that
extent important ‒ but the Judiciary will
10
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are faced with a Lord Chancellor who is not
a lawyer then their job will be all the more
important and probably more difficult.
Do you think the Lord Chancellor should
speak for the Judiciary?
The Lord Chancellor should speak for the
Judiciary ‒ but in addition the Lord Chief
Justice and other senior judges such as the
Master of the Rolls, can and often do, speak
for the Judiciary. Before I was a judge, the
most listened-to judge in the land was Lord
Denning, the great Lord Denning. He was
hugely influential as a judge, down both to
his character and his learning.
What do you think are the merits of a life
at the Bar?
I found the life of a practising barrister huge
fun. I enjoyed appearing in Court in the
cases I was briefed to do so. I also enjoyed
the intellectual requirement of having to
master the facts presented by my client, to
decide what you could make from them and
then to try and form an opinion as to what
the result in law should be.

continue to apply the law as they see it,
even if a particular Lord Chancellor does
not spring to their defence as readily as
they or others might wish.
Do you think it is important that the Lord
Chancellor should be a lawyer?
I would not say it is vital but it is highly
desirable. If the Lord Chancellor is not a
lawyer then he or she may need to be more
reliant on good legal advice from the civil
servants that surround the Lord Chancellor
than might otherwise be necessary. Most
civil servants are very highly qualified and
in my experience very good ‒ and if they

What were some of your most
memorable cases at the Bar?
I recall one of the cases that led to me
getting silk. There was a time in England
when squatters would move into any empty
house, change the locks, refuse to leave
‒ and the question was, what could the
owners of these empty houses do about
it? Obviously they wanted to develop the
houses, put them in to decent shape and
then sell them. But with the squatters there
they couldn’t do that ‒ so how did you
get the squatters out? Well, the squatters
refused to give their names ‒ they’d give
names such as ‘Micky Mouse’ or ‘Donald

Duck’ ‒ and so you couldn’t serve them a
notice. I was a junior member of chambers
working during the long vacation, whilst
the senior members of chambers were on
holiday. The junior members of chambers
would do any work that came in. One day a
case about the squatters came in and the
solicitors wanted advice as to how to get
them out. I thought about it and worked out
a procedure to get rid of them. This involved
an originating summons ‒ because you
could not issue a writ without the names of
the defendants ‒ so I issued an originating
summons (because that did not need a
defendant) and asked the Chancery Court
to give directions about notice to be given
to these squatters inviting them to give
their names to the courts so that they could
defend the action that I had brought. Some
of the squatters came along to defend the
action without any legal right to be there
and the judge gave instructions for the
issue of a writ of possession that would be
enforced by the bailiff against anyone and
everyone in occupation. When term started,
I used the same procedure again and again
and the procedure came before a Chancery
judge. At first he refused to accept the
procedure I had used and refused to make
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Alumni news from...

the orders I had requested. So I took the
case to the Court of Appeal and the Court of
Appeal upheld my procedure and the Rules
of Court were changed, and the procedure
has been in the Rules ever since.
During your time as a judge were there
any memorable cases?
I remember the Spy Catcher litigation. The
Government applied for an injunction to
prevent the book from being sold on the
grounds that it contained material that
ought to be protected by public interest
immunity. Public interest immunity was the
term given to the ability of the government
to ban the publication of a particular work,
on the ground that for it to be publicly
known would be damaging to the interest
of the state. Public interest seemed to be
converted by government into government
interest. As a first instance judge I refused
to grant the injunction. It wasn’t whether
the public needed to know the contents
of the book; the question was whether
its publication would be damaging to the
public interest. I accepted the submission
that the publication would not be damaging
to the public interest and so the defendant
got damages and the cost of the action.

India
In December 2016 Abhimanyu
Bhandari (LLB, LLM) (2001)
hosted a dinner at the Silver Oak
Lawn, India Habitat Centre, New
Delhi, in honour of Professor
Susan Edwards.
Senior Counsel of the Supreme
Court and leading lawyers
attended the party. In all 135 guests welcomed
Professor Edwards and in her address she
congratulated the legal profession in furthering
equality and human rights.
The distinguished guests included Justice
Khehar of Supreme Court of India; Justice MB
Lokur; Ravi Shankar Prasad; Justice Sachdev;
Justice Nath; the Attorney General of India,
Mr. Mukul Rohatgi; Salman Khurshied and
Ashwani Kumar.
Lord Scott with Joshua Cullen, President
of the Law Society

Teaching Excellence
In June 2017 we were awarded the “Gold”
award in the Government’s teaching
Excellence Framework (TEF). This is the
very highest award ‒ both Oxford and
Cambridge Universities also achieved
“Gold”. This is a great accolade of which
we are all very proud!
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Nigeria
In September 2017, Sirajo Yakubu, an Alumni of the
University, successfully defended his PhD at the
University of London. As an Alumni we are proud of
his success. He graduated from our Law School with
an LLB and an LLM. He clearly regards Buckingham as
being formative in his recent achievement. Sirajo said:
“I thank all the staff of our law school at Buckingham for
preparing me for a PhD during my LLB and LLM degrees.
Within six years of my coming to the UK I obtained LLB,
LLM and a PhD in Law. I am proud to be an alumnus of the University of Buckingham and
I will continue to support my nourishing mother - the University of Buckingham.”
13
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Alumni news from...
The Bahamas

Mauritius

Sarah Farrington returns: On 18 May
Professors John Hatchard and Susan Edwards
had the great pleasure of meeting Sarah
Farrington (LLB) for pre-lunch drinks. Sarah
visited the University on a historic trip. A Law
Alumna who graduated in 1994, Sarah is an
Attorney at Callenders & Co, in The Bahamas.
They reminisced about former students and
staff, the strange desks in the Radcliffe and
seminars under the trees on sunny days.
Hema with her daughter, Diksha

Hong Kong
In November 2016, Helen and Gordon Chung
attended the University of Buckingham’s
Alumni dinner at the Dorchester in London.
Helen graduated with an LLB here in 1987
and her children, Joanne and Gordon, also
obtained an LLB from the University of
Buckingham. They have kept UoB in the family.

The UK
Ahed Attar (LLB, LLM), who graduated in 2011, obtained
a training contract with Roberts Jackson Solicitors. In
addition to this, Ahed also hopes to complete his Legal
Practise Course soon. We wish Ahed the best of luck in
completing his LPC.
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“The two years I spent at the University of Buckingham were exceptional and very enriching.
The decision to pursue my Law degree here was the best decision I could take as a young
adult at that time. The Law degree course being very intensive, we students had to remain
focused on our studies. But of course, we had to maintain a balance between studies and
social life, and the OTM served that purpose on many occasions.
One among several other advantages here was that since the tutorials were being held in
small groups, the students had the opportunity to get personal attention from the tutors,
unlike other universities. Buckingham, being a small town, was and still is a very safe place
to be when you are thousands of kilometres away from home. I also had the opportunity to
befriend many other nationalities around the globe, from New Zealand to Latin America,
where I could learn about the diverse cultures.
As many of my friends were from Malaysia, I remember having once taken part in a
Malaysian fashion show which took place in the Radcliffe Centre. I also had the occasion to
hold the post of the President of the Mauritian Society during my first year at the university.
The exposure I had in the UK, especially at the University of Buckingham, transformed my
personality and moulded me into the person I am today.
I do hold pleasant memories and therefore decided to encourage my daughter Diksha to
make the University of Buckingham her choice. And now here she is, doing her Law degree
in Buckingham.”
Hema Goolaub Dahoo, LLB (1991)
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Brexit and the British Judicial System
Brexit will mean considerable change for the British judicial and for the British subjects
abroad. We asked our current lecturers to give their thoughts on some of the upcoming events
and the impact it will have on British and European Law.

Dr Jocelynne Scutt
Brexit runs the risk that the judiciary will become more insular, or (some would say) return
to insularity ‒ rather than looking outward to varied interpretations of law and possibilities
of the impact of different jurisprudential analyses and insights. Hopefully, this will not
happen and, having become accustomed to taking into account decision-making by
judges coming from legal systems not on all fours with the British legal system, judges will
continue to look at the law with a broader perspective and practitioners will continue to
make submissions incorporating arguments based in a more nuanced or wider way of
looking at the law and reflecting legal norms.

Mr Gavin Love
As at August 2017, it is unclear what form “Brexit” will take ‒ a complete break from the EU
or a “soft exit” over a transitional period. One uncertainty is whether a clean break Brexit
automatically involves a clean legal break, or whether the UK courts will be subject to at
least the influence of the CJEU for years to come. The UK and the EU negotiators thus far
are not seeing eye-to-eye. For example, the EU is insisting that the rights of EU citizens
in the UK will be protected by the CJEU while the latest UK Government position paper
is looking to free UK courts from the direct jurisdiction of the CJEU. It recognises that a
dispute resolution procedure between the UK and the EU will be needed post-Brexit, which
will have to be determined by any Withdrawal Treaty between them governing relations.
One of the terms of Brexit might be to require UK courts to apply rulings of the CJEU in such
matters in much the same way as the non-EU members of the EEA are (via the EEA Court).
If there is a transitional period leading to full exit from the EU during which the UK remains
part of the customs union and single market (as proposed by the Opposition), there is no
question the CJEU will maintain a jurisdiction. Meanwhile, the retiring head of the Supreme
Court, Lord Neuberger, has warned the UK Government that it is their and Parliament’s
role to make clear what is expected of the judiciary in dealing with “repatriated” laws. In
particular, will UK courts be free to interpret and apply these laws themselves but possibly
differently from the CJEU, even though those laws are based on EU laws? Watch this space.

Dr James Slater
I believe judges will seek to maintain some of the spirit of EU law through statutory
interpretation and the development of the common law. How exactly remains to be seen.
16

Sheena McMurtrie
The UK judiciary will have to decide whether the old view of absolute sovereignty of
Parliament will be reinstated. A generation at least of judges have accepted that, as a
last resort, they can set aside such provisions of primary Westminster legislation that are
inconsistent with EU law, and only EU law. Parliamentary Sovereignty was determinedly
retained by the government in the drafting of the Human Rights Act in 1998. There is
no doubt, however, that the teleological approach to statutory interpretation is now
firmly embedded, not just as a means to avoid uncomfortable clashes with EU law, but
also in terms of Section 3 of the Human Rights Act 1998. Commentators might view the
development of the principle of legality by the judiciary, its underpinning being found
in theories pertaining to the Rule of Law, as the compromise route in the absence of an
entrenched documented constitution. The question is, will that satisfy a 21st-century
judiciary faced with legislation nodded through by a supine House of Commons, meekly
revert to Diceyan principles?

Dr Carol Brennan
Given my extensive concern about all aspects of Brexit, it is difficult to focus on only
one issue. As a tort lawyer I am well aware of the areas in which EU law has benefited
British subjects: particularly in consumer, environmental, and employment protection.
The Brexiteers’ portrayal of these as ‘foreign imposition’ is to ignore the history of their
gradual assimilation into our legal culture, often with a high level of domestic input. The
European Union (Withdrawal) Bill as published in the Queen’s Speech in June purports
to give government ministers sweeping delegated powers to amend tens of thousands of
regulations and statutory instruments; but without sufficient scrutiny, coherence or, most
importantly, accountability.

Professor John Hatchard
Brexit may well have a negative impact on the ability of the UK to combat effectively
transnational organised crime. These concerns cover issues such as:
i) the continued applicability of EU rules on money laundering;
ii) the future of international law enforcement cooperation through organisations such as
Europol and Eurojust
iii) the future of the European Arrest Warrant which replaced lengthy extradition procedures
within the EU’s territorial jurisdiction
iv) the impact on the mutual legal assistance process between EU member states which was
significantly enhanced as a result of the European Investigation Order.
Combating transnational organised crime remains high on the international agenda and, in
response, the EU has been at the forefront in developing effective cooperation mechanisms
between member states. It is clearly imperative that Brexit does not undermine the ability
of the UK to continue be involved in these mechanisms.
17
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Some goodbyes...
Professor Emeritus Alistair Alcock
Professor Alistair Alcock (MA) joined
Buckingham in 1990. He was Dean of Law
twice, Deputy Vice-Chancellor four times,
and acting Vice-Chancellor during his
time here.
Professor Alcock left the University for
six years to open a new Law School at the
University of Salford. Though it was an
enjoyable and interesting experience,
it convinced Alistair that “there really
should be a place in English Higher
Education for a university like Buckingham,
which can retain a more personal and
student-focused approach than is possible
in larger institutions ‒ thus my return
to Buckingham”.

Mr John Halladay
Mr Halladay joined Buckingham’s Law
School in 1991. John lectured in Contract,
Commercial and E-Business, and served
a term as Dean of the Law School. To
mark his contribution, the University has
conferred upon him an honorary Senior
Fellowship.
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In February this year, Anne-Marie Higginson, who had been part of the Law Administration
team for over 20 years, retired. The Law School celebrated her contribution to the
University at Villiers Hotel (pictured left in below left photo). As Professor Susan Edwards
remarked, part of Ms Higginson’s legacy is her unwavering optimism.
In September 2016 Ms Lizzie Horne (below centre), the Law Office Receptionist also
retired. She had a great camaraderie with many of the students, and she is greatly missed
by all of us.
As part of the Admissions Team, Tricia Brookes (below right), helped many students join
the Law School. After leaving the University, Tricia has travelled to China and will be visiting
Antarctica soon! We hope Tricia enjoys her travels and hope to hear more about
her adventures.
Taking calls during Clearing

Professor Emeritus
Robert Pearce
Professor Pearce joined the University
in 1989 and lectured in Law of Property
and Equity. In addition, during his time
at Buckingham he was Dean of Academic
Affairs, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Deputy
Vice-Chancellor and also acting ViceChancellor.
Most recently
he was a
Visiting
Professor,
lecturing on
aspects of
Trusts Law.

Head of the Law Library, Louise Hammond,
retired in May this year. She had worked
with the University of Buckingham for
21 years. Many people from different
departments gathered in the Staff Room at
Verney to say goodbye and wish her well.
She will be greatly missed.
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... and some hellos
Meg Pettit (BA Hons, MA), who finished studying her English Literature
Masters at the University of Buckingham in December 2016, is now part
of the Administrative Team.

Dr Gar Yein Ng has joined the Law School to teach European
Union Law. She previously worked at Nottingham Trent University
and has held positions in Germany.

In 2017, we welcomed a number of new and familiar faces to our team of Visiting Lecturers.
The Administrative Team have also welcomed Ms Jacqueline
Morrison as Quality Assurance and Committees Administrator.
Jacqueline previously worked at a solicitors’ firm and is a Fellow
of the Chartered Institute of Legal Executives.

The Law School have welcomed Kerry Usher (LLB, LLM), who
previously taught at Liverpool John Moores University and
the University of Liverpool. Ms Usher said she is thrilled to be
working here and enjoyed meeting all the new students at the
beginning of term.

The Library have welcomed Malcolm Meaden-Pratt (MA, LLM).
Malcolm says, “Joining Buckingham has been a very enjoyable
experience. Staff and students from the Law School have been
very welcoming and supportive. I look forward to working with
them all in the future.”

20

Pictured clockwise from top left:
• Christopher Kirkbride, an experienced teacher at BPP Law School,
has been lecturing and tutoring on the Equity and Trusts module.
His relaxed style has gone across well with the student body.
• Mark Gretason, who has also been teaching on the Equity
and Trusts module, will be a familiar face to alumni who have
benefited over the years from his huge knowledge and expertise.
• Glenn Stanbury is well-known to students in the Law School for
his teaching across a range of modules, including his role as an
assessor on the negotiation and advocacy exercises in the Legal
Skills and Procedure Course.
• Fred Motson joined the team teaching on the part-time LLB programme, teaching Land
Law. Fred, who is a Buckingham alumnus, has come to us with several years of teaching
experience at the University of Westminster.
• Christopher Mallon joined the Equity and Trusts tutorial team in September with
well-established teaching and research credentials from his time at Queen’s University,
Belfast. He coached the QUB mooting team that pipped Buckingham at the post in the
final of the 2017 OUP/BPP national mooting completion – but we hold no grudges!
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Conferences and publications

Quiet flow the Dons: publications and edited collections

Human Rights of Iranian Nationals

Our academic staff continue to research and publish in their areas of specialism in our
efforts to maintain our reputation for research of high quality and excellence in making
an impact in the world. Here are just some of the publications that have flowed from their
most recent endeavours.
• Judith Bray, ‘Cohabitation: The long slow road to reform’, Fam Law 1428-1473 (2016)
• Patricia Covarrubia and L. Albani, ‘Cultural expressions: the intersection of culture
and intellectual creations – Fado as a case study’ (2017) Intellectual Property
Quarterly 1, 29-51
• Susan Edwards, ‘Cyber-grooming young women for terrorist activity: Dominant and
subjugated explanatory narratives’, in E. Viano (ed.), Cybercrime, Organised Crime, and
Societal Responses (Springer 2017)
• Francis Grimal and Jae Sundaram, ‘Cyber Warfare and Autonomous
Self-Defence,’ Journal on the Use of Force and International Law (2017) 1-26
• Adolfo Paolini, ‘Corporate and Insurance Law: The Dieselgate Scandal Watched with D&O
Spectacles’, in Frigessi M, The Dieselgate: a Legal Perspective (Springer Verlag GmbH,
2017)
• Sarah Sargent, ‘Rights and Reparation: An assessment of UNDRIP’s contribution to
American Indian land claims’, in S. Sargent & J. Samanta (eds), Indigenous Rights:
Changes and Challenges for the 21st Century (Buckingham: University of Buckingham
Press, 2017)
• Jocelynne A. Scutt, Women and Magna Carta – A Treaty for Rights or Wrongs (Palgrave
Macmillan: Basingstoke, 2016)
• James Slater, ‘Public Goods and Criminalisation’ (2017) 29 Denning Law Journal 68

In July, Dr Scutt joined an international delegation in Tirana engaged in supporting the
human rights of Iranian nationals engaged in the struggle for a return to democracy and an
end to political persecution in Iran. She visited settlements and compounds housing Iranian
dissidents who, fleeing Iran, lived in Iraq at Camp Ashraf then Camp Liberty and have now
found safety in Albania.
She spoke at each gathering on issues of international humanitarian law and the struggle
for human rights and freedoms and ending theocracy. These pre-conference meetings
culminated in a major conference in Paris where, in addition to the major event, Dr Scutt
participated in various sessions, making a joint presentation with a colleague in the session
on Middle Eastern states and international human rights.

The Denning Law Journal
The University of Buckingham’s peer-refereed legal journal publishes original articles that
seek to promote the values cherished by Lord Denning, such as freedom of the individual,
independence from State intervention, the preservation of Human rights, preserving the
traditions of judicial independence, integrity and creativity andglobal libertarianism.
The Journal has an international editorial board and is jointly edited by Dr Carol Brennan
and Dr James Slater.
To read this year’s Journal and find out more about submission of manuscripts visit the
Denning Law Journal website: http://www.ubplj.org/index.php/dlj/index.
Verney Park from the air
22
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Highlights and announcements - 2017
This is what we’ve been doing this year! What are you up to?
Get in touch at: law.reception1@buckingham.ac.uk.

Dining with the Vice-Chancellor in Ondaatje Hall

Prize-giving ceremony

From left to right: Dr Adolfo Paolini; Mr Gavin Love; Mrs Nicola Ellison; Ms Kerry Usher;
Dr Francis Grimal; Dr Patricia Covarrubia; Sir Anthony Seldon; Professor Susan Edwards;
Dr James Slater; Mrs Julie O’Shea; Mrs Concordia Soanes; Mr Jae Sundaram; Mrs Jacqueline
Morrison; and Professor John Hatchard.

LLM Geneva Trip 2017

Pictured:
Top left ‒ Andrea Baronti receives the Tunku Abdul Rahman Prize for International Law
(presented by the Dean of Law)
Top right ‒ Ruvarashe Ruzive receives her certificate for mooting from Mr Gavin Love, Master
of Moots
Bottom left ‒ Polly Smallwood wins Best Performance in the Part One Examinations
(presented by the Dean of Law)
Bottom right ‒ Joshua Cullen won the prize for Best Performance in Company Law
(presented by the Dean of Law)
24

During their trip to Geneva this year, our LLM students visited the UN Headquarters, World
Trade Organisation and International Committee of the Red Cross.
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Highlights and announcements - 2017
Trip to Canada
Congratulations!
Congratulations to Dr James Slater and
his wife, Pearl on the arrival of their
beautiful baby boy, William Slater, born
in November 2016.

Concordia Soanes and her family
visited Canada on a family holiday
in August.

Careers in Law Conference
In July, the Law School was delighted to welcome students from 10 schools to our annual
Careers in Law Conference, at which they heard talks from Professor Susan Edwards and
Dr James Slater on the value of studying law at university and the career opportunities open
to law graduates. In the last session of the day, all of the students engaged as “the jury” in a
mock criminal trial based on a real trial from 2012. Unlike the actual jury, our visitors found the
accused “not guilty” of murder.

Franciscan café gets a facelift
The cafeteria in the
Franciscan Building,
much frequented by law
students over the years,
has received a welcome
facelift. As you can see
(right), the cafeteria is
bright and welcoming, and
offers a range of freshly
prepared food and snacks
to feed body and soul.

Some of the performers for the mock trial
26

27

University of Buckingham Law School Newsletter | Autumn 2017

Scholarships and bursaries
High Achiever Scholarships

An automatic scholarship, worth £2,000 per annum, is available to undergraduate Home
(UK/EU) students achieving ABB or above in their A Levels.

Five Counties Scholarships

Undergraduates living in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire,
Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, and Hertfordshire are eligible to receive £2,000 per annum
towards their tuition fees.

Buckingham bursaries

Students in receipt of a maintenance loan of £5,000 or more per annum will receive an
automatic bursary of £1,100 per annum.

Law Admissions enquiries
T: +44 (0)1280 828321
E: law-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk
International Office
T: +44 (0)1280 820155
E: international-office@buckingham.ac.uk
General Admissions enquiries
T: +44 (0)1280 820313
E: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

Come to an Open Day, or be a law student for a day
Go to: www.buckingham.ac.uk/opendays

The University of Buckingham, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG

www.buckingham.ac.uk/law

