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Dear all, 

Welcome to the April issue of the newsletter.  This month you will see updates on 
Graduation, but much more besides. We would also like to let you know that the second 
Higher Education Festival (set up by the Vice-Chancellor) will be held at Buckingham this 
summer.  All the details of the event, and the star-studded list of guest speakers, can be 
seen on this link:  http://www.hefestival.com/.  You are, of course, welcome to attend.

We also wanted to let you know of another innovation Sir Anthony is bringing to 
Buckingham to give the University a higher profile around the world.  This week has seen 
the first meeting of the G20 at Buckingham.  This is a group of high profile educational 
leaders from around the world who came together to discuss the future of education.  
This will be an annual event and in the next issue we will give you a little bit more 
background on the outcomes of this meeting and details of the next.

Also being arranged, by the Business School, is the first ever Enterprising Futures 
Conference.  This will be held on 20 June, between 10.00am and 3.15pm.  All the details 
of the event can be found on:   

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/enterprising-futures-conferences/?utm_
content=buffer564d7&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_
campaign=buffer

We do hope you find all these new initiatives interesting and positive.

Add to this the Buckingham Literary Festival (details further on), and the many 
outstanding speakers who come to talk at the Monday “Fireside” talks at the Vice-
Chancellor’s house, and I think you will agree that Sir Anthony is certainly putting 
Buckingham even more firmly in the public eye.

Best wishes,
Anne

Announcements

We had a great time at the annual Graduation ceremonies and the Swan Ball, and we would like to send our 
congratulations to the class of 2017. We hope you and your friends/families enjoyed your celebrations and that 

your Graduation day was as special as we hoped it would be.

We ask that you please try to stay in touch with us. We love to hear about what you're doing since leaving 
Buckingham, whether that be advancing in your career, getting married, starting a family etc. 

Our office door is always open with tea and biscuits on tap!
 

Pat, Helen, Anne and Lucy

HarperCollins Publishers is interested in attracting applicants for the Graduate Scheme 2017 – to 
commence employment in October. 

The details about the Grad Scheme can be found here: http://corporate.harpercollins.co.uk/careers/graduate-
recruitment

To see all job opportunities being advertised by the University, please see the link below:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-buckingham-careers/ 

* Please note the above scheme is not organised by the University. However, we felt it may be of interest to you.

http://www.hefestival.com/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/enterprising-futures-conferences/?utm_content=buffer564d7&utm_med
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/enterprising-futures-conferences/?utm_content=buffer564d7&utm_med
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/enterprising-futures-conferences/?utm_content=buffer564d7&utm_med
http://corporate.harpercollins.co.uk/careers/graduate-recruitment
http://corporate.harpercollins.co.uk/careers/graduate-recruitment
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-buckingham-careers/  
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Our annual Graduation ceremonies took place on Friday 17 and Saturday 18 March. Sadly we were not 
blessed with nice weather and our graduates had to brave chilly winds on both days, but this didn't 

dampen their spirits! 

Each ceremony was filled with excited graduands and proud families/friends, it was a wonderful 
atmosphere for all involved. After each ceremony there was a complimentary meal in the marquee on 

Beloff Lawn, either lunch, afternoon tea or dinner. 

We also welcomed 5 Honorary Graduates into the Buckingham family. They all come from very interesting 
and influential backgrounds which their fascinating speeches reflected. You can see their photographs 

below.

The School of Education gave graduating student Ms Julie Robinson the title of Valedictorian. She gave a 
beautiful speech to her fellow classmates. 

Mr Pete Winkelman

Honorary Doctor of 
Science, 
School of Business

Lord Vinson of Roddam 
Dene LVO DL

Honorary Doctor of 
Science,
School of Business

Lord King of Lothbury 
KG GBE

Honorary Doctor of 
Science,
School of Humanities

Major Frank Clark (Rtd)
LH, PJM

Honorary Master of Arts,
School of Science and 
Humanities Research 
Institute 

The Hon Michael Beloff 
QC

Honorary Doctor of Laws,
School of Law

Ms Julie Robinson

Valedictorian 
School of Education
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Katina Offord (PGCE, 2008) 
initiated the SENCo course 
whilst she was studying at 

Buckingham. The course is aimed 
at Teachers and Teaching Assistants 
who want to learn more about the 
five most commonly encountered 
learning difficulties in mainstream 

schools. You can find out more 
about this interesting course at the 

website below:

http://www.thesencocollege.
com/

Joanna Kelly (Business 
Enterprise, 2009) and her 

husband Sean welcomed a son, 
Riley Joseph Kelly, into the 

world on 13 February 2017. He 
was born at 8:18 and weighed 

6lbs 5oz. 

We send Joanna and her family our 
congratulations and best wishes for 
the future. We hope she will bring 

Riley to Buckingham soon!

We are devastated to announce 
the passing of alumnus Jaspal 

Singh Sandhu (LLB, 2001). 
Jaspal passed away suddenly on 

18 February 2017.

We send our condolences to 
Jaspals's family and friends at this 

difficult time.
 

Sheikh Mubarak Al Sabah 
(Politics with Economics, 2001)  

had conferred upon him one 
of the highest French civilian 
distinctions, ‘Chevalier de la 

Légion d’Honneur (Knight of the 
Legion of Honour)’ in January 
2017. We send him our warmest 

congratulations on this huge 
achievement.

mas@actionkuwait.com
 www.actionkuwait.com

University News

Could you help us?

We are trying to confirm who went to Lille as part of their 
course in the early years of Buckingham. If you were one of these 

people, please email Anne at anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Thank you.

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of John 
Pemberton on 27 March 2017. John was a great supporter of the University,  

he wrote a book on the University 'The University College at Buckingham: A 
First Account of its Conception, Foundation and Early Years' along with his with 

Joyce, and was also our first Librarian. His funeral will be held on 10th April.

Our thoughts go out to all that knew and loved John, particularly his wife and 
children, Martin and Sue.

Glenn McPhee (Security and 
Intelligence Studies, 2015) has 
written a piece about why he 

chose Buckingham for his degree 
and why it was of particular 

interest to someone from The 
Bahamas. Please see the link below 

to read the piece.

https://cheveningalumnibs.
wordpress.com/2017/03/21/
bahamas-chevening-alumni-

spotlight-glenn-mcphee-2013-
chevening-scholar/

It is with great sadness that 
we announce the passing 

of Jonathan 'Jonno' Gollow 
(Accounting and Financial 

Management, 1992).

Jonathan passed away 
unexpectedly at his home in the 
Isle of Man on 20 March 2017. He 
regularly attended alumni events 

at the University and will be greatly 
missed.

We send our sympathies to his 
family and friends.

Lady Christine Woodhead, wife of the late Professor Sir Chris Woodhead, has 
put together and edited a collection of his work. Chris was best known as the 

Chief Inspector of Schools who demanded higher standards across the board. 
The book is titled 'What Matters Most: A Collection of pieces by Chris Woodhead' and 

is out on 20 April 2017. 

It has been published by the UoB Press and can be bought for £14.95 from Amazon at 
the link below.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/What-Matters-Most-Collection-Pieces/dp/1908684828

The Buckingham Literary Festival is taking place on the weekend of Friday 30 June - Sunday 2 July 
2017. 

There are a number of renowned authors attending, including children's author Jacqueline Wilson and poet, 
Roger McCough.

Please see the link below to find out more about this great event:
http://www.bucklitfest.org/

Photo credit - Phil Kneen

http://www.thesencocollege.com/
http://www.thesencocollege.com/
mailto:mas%40actionkuwait.com?subject=
http:// www.actionkuwait.com
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://cheveningalumnibs.wordpress.com/2017/03/21/bahamas-chevening-alumni-spotlight-glenn-mcphee-2
https://cheveningalumnibs.wordpress.com/2017/03/21/bahamas-chevening-alumni-spotlight-glenn-mcphee-2
https://cheveningalumnibs.wordpress.com/2017/03/21/bahamas-chevening-alumni-spotlight-glenn-mcphee-2
https://cheveningalumnibs.wordpress.com/2017/03/21/bahamas-chevening-alumni-spotlight-glenn-mcphee-2
https://cheveningalumnibs.wordpress.com/2017/03/21/bahamas-chevening-alumni-spotlight-glenn-mcphee-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/What-Matters-Most-Collection-Pieces/dp/1908684828 
http://www.bucklitfest.org/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/inspector-hound/ 


Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? Or do you know what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...
We have had a few 
responses to last month's 
photo and it has been 
suggested that it was taken 
between September 1983 
and June 1984.  Several 
people have also been 
named: Olga Solomon (LLB 
1985), Vivian Solomon (LLB, 
1984), David Seemungal 
(Accounting and Financial 
Management, 1986), Kirk 
Seymour (LLB, 1986), 
Frederick Mitchell (LLB, 
1985) and Shapna Roy-
Nandy (LLB, 1986). 
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April

12 April - Aris Nicolson (LLB, 1979) has organised a China-UK Business Investment and Promotion Conference in 
Foshan, China through his company, Denning Legal. Denning Legal, a multi-disciplinary law practice specialising 
in International trading contracts, property transactions, formation of companies, immigration, tax advice, trust 
planning and dispute resolution, is pleased to announce its business investment and promotion conference. For 

more information, please email admin@denninglegal.com

26 April - 'Learning to be Brave' a public lecture by alumnus Justin Albert (LLB, 1990), Head of the National Trust 
in Wales. The lecture will take place at 6.30pm in the Radcliffe Centre, entry is free.

May

4 May - 'Burma' a public lecture by The Rt Hon John Bercow MP. The lecture will take place at 6.30pm in the 
Radcliffe Centre. Entry is free but on a first come first serve basis, so please email Helen at helen.watts@

buckingham.ac.uk to book a seat.

June 

7 June - 'Instrumental Music of the Romantic Era' a public concert by The Metzger Ensemble. The concert will 
take place at 6.30pm in the Radcliffe Centre, entry is £5 per person.

July

15 July - We will be hosting an Alumni Summer Party in Buckingham. There will be tours of the campus, cream 
teas, a BBQ, silly games on Beloff Lawn, a chance to visit 'old haunts' from when you were a student and lots more! 

You are welcome to bring your children with you as the activities will be suitable for all. If you are interested in 
attending we recommend you book hotels soon as it is also the Silverstone Grand Prix on the same weekend. 

Please email Helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to let us know you're coming.

October

13 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner 1996-2000 at Church House, Westminster. Further details to follow at a later 
date. The Distinguished Alumnus Award will be presented at this event, please remember to nominate someone  

by clicking on this link: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
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Upcoming Events 2017

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.cato%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:admin%40denninglegal.com?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:Helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

The Swan Ball 2017 Offers for Alumni

CAT 5 Communication Ltd (based in Buckingham) is offering students, staff and alumni a 10% discount 
on a variety of phone, laptop and tablet repairs until the end of April. 

To take advantage of this offer please visit the shop at the address above.

* Please note the above offer is not organised by the University. However, we felt it may be of interest to you.

On the evening of 18 March, after the Graduation 
ceremonies had concluded, The Swan Ball kicked off. 

It is always a late night, starting at 10pm and drawing 
to a close at 6am, but staff and students alike love the 

chance to let their hair down as well as the opportunity 
to celebrate the achievements of the Graduates. 

This year our headline act was Scouting for Girls, a 
popular pop band with a number of hit singles in the 

2000's. They were supported by local band, Firing Line 
who performed a selection of well known songs from 
across the decades, and DJ Jam Jam who kept the 

dance floor busy until 6am.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
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