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Dean’s message
Spring is stirring, and there’s a buzz on
campus. Our place in the top 10 English
Departments is creating quite an impact, but
we still want to focus on what really matters:
the quality of teaching and learning.
The English Literature degree is now
broader than ever before, with new
modules in 20th-century theatre, gothic
literature, and empire writing. These
modules reinforce the specialist elements
of the degree, alongside the introductory
and period modules, and the creative
writing modules.
Our new BA in Communication, Media,
and Visual Design is now under way. This
comprises study and training in art and
design, commercial photography, design
for media and print, public relations,
advertising and related subjects, for those
considering careers in these fields.
Our English Language degrees are
likewise flourishing. In the last set of

results all those on English Language
majors achieved 2.1 or First-class degrees,
including all students from Soka University,
our partner university in Japan. Warm
congratulations to staff and students on this
fantastic achievement!
The Department now has quite a range of
connections and affiliations. I think of it as
a kind of international hub. I am thinking of
our alumni throughout the world, our guest
speakers (on two separate research seminar
programmes) from all over the UK and
Ireland, our connections with Soka, with
Condé Nast publishing, with the Dickens
Museum in London, and elsewhere.
I hope this newsletter gives both alumni
and you, our prospective students, a
glimpse of life here, and of what might be
exciting and valuable to you if you choose
to participate in the learning and teaching
environment we offer.
Professor John Drew, Dean of Humanities
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Some highlights: 2016 - 2017
24 May 2016
The Department of English is ranked in the top ten departments in the UK (The
Guardian University Guide 2017).
18 August
‘Writing as a Journey’: a talk by the novelist Judith Allnatt (The Poet’s Wife, The
Moon Field, The Silk Factory) to the English degree students taking Creative Writing
modules.
8–9 September
University of Buckingham Festival of Higher Education is held on campus:
‘Universities of the Future’. The Universities and Science Minister, Jo Johnson MP, and
other leading figures, debate the future of our universities.
4 November
A Dinner dance at the Dorchester Hotel, to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the
university. The English Department is well represented. (see article)
7 November
Dr Setara Pracha leads a department visit to Horace Walpole’s great house at
Strawberry Hill, where tutorials are held amidst its gothic splendours. (see article)
19 January 2017
The new MA in Dickens Studies commences teaching at the University’s postgraduate
centre in Bloomsbury, London. Our postgraduate centre at 51 Gower Street is not far
from the Dickens Museum with which this MA is associated. (see article)
1 March
Students on Plays in Performance go to Oxford to see the Cheek by Jowl production
of Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale at the Oxford Playhouse.
25 March
Work is completed on the Ondaatje Hall Centre. Seminars and other teaching for
English Literature will be held here. There is a planned visit to the campus by Sir
Christopher Ondaatje, our generous donor.
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English in the top 10
English is ranked 9 out of the 105 departments in the UK (Guardian University Guide 2017).
For the full listing on the web, see University Guide 2017: League table for English and
Creative Writing.
1 Durham

100

2 St Andrews

99.7

3 Cambridge

97.4

4 UCL

95.3

5 Oxford

92.7

6 Birmingham

91.7

7 Exeter

88

8 Warwick

86.6

9 Buckingham

86

10 Reading

84.9

‘Design for Print’
This bold image
was created on
the Design for
Media module, by
Montana Timpson.
The module leader
is the well-known
graphic designer
Vicky Tomopoulou,
who specializes in
publication design
for print and digital
media.
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MA in Dickens Studies commences

The Dickens Museum, our MA partner

Students from Buckingham are the first
ever to examine hundreds of thousands
of unseen artefacts, some of which may
have belonged to Charles Dickens. They
are students on the Department’s new MA
in Dickens Studies. As part of their studies
they are working with archive materials at
the Charles Dickens Museum in London,
which estimates it holds between 100,000
and 500,000 items in its unrivalled
collection of material relating to the
novelist.
Items range from the trivial to the
precious: a deck of cards featuring
Dickensian characters; a scrapbook of
Dickens’s obituaries; a cryptic letter from
Dickens to the artist George Cruikshank
discussing the illustrations to Oliver Twist.
An example of the type of artefact the
students will be researching is a turquoise
and gold engagement ring given by Dickens
to his wife-to-be Catherine in 1836, which
may be the one in David Copperfield
that was given to Dora and described as

‘A pretty little toy, with its blue stones’.
The suspected half a million items held
by the museum are available for scrutiny
by students at 48 Doughty Street, in the
Camden house where Dickens wrote The
Pickwick Papers, Oliver Twist, and Nicholas
Nickleby.
Professor John Drew, who co-runs the
programme with Dr Pete Orford, said: ‘There
was a genuine excitement in the room as
we watched the students handle these rare
materials, and speculate about where they
came from. We have nine further guest
seminars with Dickens experts, several of
them based at the Museum. Students will also
be working in the Museum’s archive room, by
arrangement with the curatorial team.’
Students will be working towards the
submission of a substantial research
thesis based on their work, whether at the
Museum, or in London’s other research
libraries, or based on the university’s own
online archive of Dickens’s journalism,
Dickens Journals Online (www.djo.org.uk).
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

LONDON

The Stowe House
restoration

Dinner at the
Dorchester

Students taking Digital Publishing this
summer will be getting real-world
experience at Stowe House, helping
to create digital publishing solutions
for an exhibition concerned with the
Stowe House restoration project.
Stowe House will supply a brief, a
tour around the house, and content
to use, and then the students will
design and produce digital publishing
material for screen and mobile
devices which will enhance the
visitors’ experiences of Stowe.

Staff and alumni celebrated the
university’s 40th anniversary with a
dinner dance at the Dorchester Hotel
on 4 November, with over 200 guests
in these august surroundings. Paul
Davis, one of the department’s most
generous sponsors, hosted two tables
for English staff and distinguished
postgraduates. The after-dinner
speech was made by the guest of
honour, John Bercow MP, Speaker of
the House of Commons, a long and
loyal supporter of the university.

Fanfare magazine

FANFARE
Summer 2016

People in the news, current affairs and reviews

The cover of the latest Fanfare magazine,
jointly produced by students on Design for
Print and Features Journalism, learning their
craft as journalists of the future. Copies are
available from the department.
In the latest edition:
•

1966

the Golden year of music

•
•
•

Planet of the Apps – When monkeys own
the copyright to their selfies, how afraid
should we be?
Not For Shale – Buckingham’s fight
against the frackers.
Playing oddball – Shailene Woodley has
Hollywood in a spin.
Sensory overload – 1966 and all that pop
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Staging the midnight hags

William Shakespeare wrote Macbeth in
1606 in response to the accession, and
perhaps at the request of the new monarch,
James I. The play celebrates the Scottish
royal lineage, acknowledges the monarch’s
survival of the Gunpowder Plot, and pays
homage to James’s personal interest in
witchcraft. This was a natural starting-point
for my MA, satisfying my interest both in
Shakespeare and in the historical events
that were a catalyst for the play’s inception.
The link between historic belief in
witchcraft and Shakespeare’s portrayal
of the ‘weird sisters’ intrigued me, and it
also inspired me to consider how this has
changed over time. I have been researching
the staging of Macbeth over the centuries
and seeing how subsequent hands have
tackled the supernatural elements. So
far a review of 17th- and 18th-century
adaptations suggests an inverse correlation
between spectacle and tragedy: as one
increases, the other declines – in short,
witches who sing, fly, and dance are no
longer macabre, sinister, and mysterious!
One of the best things about research
is not always knowing what you are going
to find. I have, for example, just come

across a reference to a version of the play
staged at Stratford in 1997 simply named
The Whistling Macbeth, but haven’t yet
untangled this particular thread. I have
already been able to visit the Shakespeare
Library in Stratford and this has been
enormously beneficial for my research. I will
certainly be going again.
I don’t yet know how my dissertation
will develop, only that I am following a
chronological history of witchcraft as
portrayed on stage in Macbeth. This
will gradually shift from stage to screen
as I start to focus on 20th-century
representations. I am now beginning to
draft my final dissertation, but I still have
plenty of research to do.
Tracey Miller

Tracey Miller has just passed the Preliminary
stage of her MA in English Literature. The
provisional title of her thesis is Secret midnight
hags: a history of the staging of witchcraft in
Macbeth. Other subjects being researched by
our postgraduates include the political context
of the Brontë siblings’ juvenilia and the literary
criticism of J. H. Prynne.
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Strawberries and (S)cream

Strawberry Hill House

Field trips are fun – and real eye-openers!
Both staff and students love the chance
to escape the lecture theatre in favour of
experiences in unexpected but pertinent
locations. This term students studying on
the Gothic, Sensation, and Science Fiction
module made a literary pilgrimage to
Strawberry Hill House, Horace Walpole’s
castellated confection on the banks of the
Thames at Twickenham, where they enjoyed
a personal tour, a picnic lunch, and then
study tutorials amid the gilded splendour.
This treasure-casket of a building, built
in the mid-18th century, was Walpole’s
dream home, and also where he housed
his immense collection of unusual objects,
including Cardinal Wolsey’s bedcap, which
he regularly wore to amuse his supper
guests. The Castle of Otranto (1764) is often
cited as the first Gothic novel in English and
Walpole claimed he dreamt the scene of the
falling giant helmet on the central staircase
of the house. As Otranto is the first text

students study on this module, the chance to
visit the setting just after Halloween was an
appropriately chilling experience!
The benefits of teaching in a different
setting were evident from the stimulating
conversation on the coaches home and in
the quality of the resulting coursework.
More trips will follow through the academic
year – to Stowe House, Hillsden Church, the
Banqueting House, and Stratford-upon-Avon.
As for where else we can visit … now
where did I put that mapbook?
Dr Setara Pracha
Regular trips are part of the experience of the English
degrees. ‘20th- century Theatre’ students went to
The Threepenny Opera at the National Theatre,
starring Rory Kinnear as Macheath. Students taking
‘Plays in Performance’, saw the RSC’s production
of Aphra Behn’s The Rover at the Swan Theatre,
Stratford, and Cheek by Jowl’s The Winter’s Tale at
the Playhouse, Oxford. Those taking ‘Shakespearean
Drama’ usually go to The Globe.
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My favourite module
The University was awarded the accolade of ‘University of the Year’ for Teaching
Quality by The Times and Sunday Times in 2016 because of its high performance
in the rankings. Since teaching quality is so high here, we asked some of our
graduands to look back over their time and tell us about ‘my favourite module’.
Here’s what they said:

‘I really enjoyed a number of modules but my favourite was Radio Journalism.
I liked this module because David Barber, the lecturer, gave us a lot of freedom
when it came to assignments. We could pick any topic we wanted to discuss and
he would help us, making sure we were on the right track. One of my favourite
assignments was when we were split into pairs and had to create a story using only
five sounds! The end results showed our diverse creativity because they were very
different for each pair. I really enjoyed our final assignment: producing a 20-minute
radio show using our own radio features. Radio Journalism was one of my favourite
modules because it was so different. We weren’t in front of the camera. We only
had our voices to show how a story can still be good without visuals.’
Maria Brito Barreiro on Radio Journalism

‘If I had to pick a favourite module it would be
Current Affairs TV. First of all, it is practical.
You get to use the skills learnt during other
modules and put them all together. The major
task is creating a short documentary. It sounded
extremely hard at first, but I worked in a group
of really talented people and once we set our
mind on the project everything followed pretty
easily. What you need is a camera, good ideas,
and people to talk to. You will never know how
exciting it is going out there to interview people
until you actually do it! Probably that is the best
part of the job – acknowledging their stories and
carefully trying to convey their messages. It is
about creating and sharing stories. That’s why I
liked this aspect of journalism so much.’
Federica Battiato on Current Affairs TV
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‘Looking back, my favourite module was the
Women’s Writing course which was dedicated
to some of literature’s finest female writers.
I was able to discover a wide range of works
that were new to me, including Charlotte
Perkins Gilman’s The Yellow Wallpaper and
Angela Carter’s The Bloody Chamber. The
module uncovered new territory for me, an
area devoted to the bizarre, the outcast,
and the insane — for there is no depiction
of madness quite like Gilman’s female
protagonist gnawing at her own bed-frame!
Not only were the texts unique but the
seminars were equally distinctive: week 7’s
lecture on Daphne du Maurier’s ‘The Doll’
featured individual dolls perched upon each
desk for added visual effect. Ultimately, this
module established my new appreciation
for women’s writing, in what can sometimes
appear a male-dominated sphere.’
Alice Ferris on Women’s Writing

‘Investigative Reporting was one of my
favourite modules. Here I learnt the ins and
outs of doing real investigative journalism:
how to craft an investigation, who to contact,
how to contact them. Many of the skills
I learnt are vital for any journalist when
procuring interviews and getting to the heart
of a story. The focus of this module was a
2,500 word report on a subject of our own
choice. I chose the Sugar Tax. I enjoyed being
able to choose a topic that I felt passionately
about, and this aided my writing of the
final report. I also enjoyed the element of
autonomy within the assessment, as I was
really able to write the report that I wanted
without my lecturer breathing down my neck!’
Philip Josse on Investigative Reporting
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Writing at the top of my game

Our lives often take curious paths . . . and
every now and then, there you are! Once
there, you wonder why on earth this route
forged through fate, fortune, and accident
hadn’t been your ultimate destination in the
first place!
My time at Buckingham in the early
1990s was a revelation. The English degree
I undertook enabled me to explore the
unchartered waters of writers I had never
experienced before. A staff of caring lecturers
enlightened me to these new worlds. It was
an idyllic time, littered with warm summer
evenings reading Sylvia Plath and Coleridge.
It helped me realise my love for writing.

And it helped cement far-fetched dreams of
becoming a writer into an ambition.
Throughout every book read in the
vaulted confines of the Franciscan library
I came to discover two things that they all
had in common: each writer, through the
pages of their books, had discovered that
special formula of truth and voice that made
their work shimmer; a clarity of vision and
understanding, and a passion to see it come
to fruition that, mixed with the skills of their
craft, produced timeless writing. To want to
follow in their footsteps felt a daunting, if not
impossible prospect. It still does.
After some failed attempts at fiction, of
not quite finding the truth in what I wanted
to write, quite by accident I discovered
non-fiction, and that clarity of vision through
telling the stories of others that, ironically,
enabled me to then incorporate my own.
A friend challenged me to write about what
it felt like to be a part of a small crowd at a
small football match, the cultural and societal
significance of something that would go
largely ignored by the rest of the world. A few
experiments soon began to build into my first
book Another Bloody Saturday: A Journey to
the Heart and Soul of Football, which is less
about the sport, more about the characters
you can meet at small non-league and lower
league matches.
You could say that it is unashamedly smalltime – but just knowing that after all that
hard work, the voice I had been looking for
all along is starting to emerge is a fortune far
beyond money.
And it wouldn’t exist at all without the
nurturing environment of Buckingham.
Mat Guy
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A Soka student writes
It’s hard to put my time of study at
Buckingham into words, but there were
perhaps two aspects to what I learnt.
Firstly, my English improved a lot! It was
great that classes were small, the students
all focused on the task in hand. Sometimes
the assignments piled up, but I managed to
get through them with supportive help from
the lecturers. Since I had a quiet room both
when living in university accommodation
and later off campus, when I wanted to
I was really able to focus on my studies
without being disturbed. I got good at time
management. Every day I tried to think out
a plan to get through the required work.
This developed self-reliance and autonomy.
Secondly, I grew up a lot as a person.
There can always be problems with
regard to relationships and socializing
regardless of nationality. At first I was
in an environment where I had no close
friends or family members around, so I
had to confront these difficulties directly,
without running away from them. These

circumstances built up a certain toughness.
I got to know aspects of myself that were
intolerant and ignorant! It was sometimes
hard to understand others deeply when they
were from such different backgrounds, but
gradually my encounters changed the way I
see things and gave me new perspectives.
One thing I have learnt is the importance
of being proud to be Japanese (I used to be
indifferent to Japan) while at the same time
having a mindset that is accepting of those
with different cultural backgrounds and
beliefs.
In both these ways studying abroad at the
University of Buckingham has had a strong
impact on my life.
Masaki Suzuki
Masaki Suzuki was a student on one of our
specialist English Language degrees, run
conjointly by the University of Buckingham and
Soka University.

Soka University, near Tokyo
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Scholarships and bursaries
High Achiever Scholarships

An automatic scholarship, worth £2,000 per annum, is available to undergraduate Home
(UK/EU) students achieving AAB or above in their A Levels.

Five Counties Award

Receive £2,000 per year towards your tuition fees if you are an undergraduate
living in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire,
Northamptonshire or Oxfordshire.

Gregory Foundation Scholarships

These are by nomination, to the strongest applicants each year (£2,000–£2,500). They come
from the Gregory Foundation, set up by the generous bequest of Bobby and Dorothy Gregory.

Buckingham bursaries

Students in receipt of a maintenance loan of £5,000 or more per annum will receive
an automatic bursary of £1,100 per annum.

English Admissions

Nancy Zulu
T: +44 (0)1280 820156
E: english-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

General Admissions

T: +44 (0)1280 820313
E: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk
Come to an Open Day

Book a tour of the campus

Go to: www.buckingham.ac.uk/
opendays

Book a tour by contacting us
via the details above

The University of Buckingham, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG
facebook.com/UniBuckingham

@UniOfBuckingham
@BuckEngLit

