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Dear all,

I was about to wish you a Happy New Year and then realised that it is already 
February, not January!  Well, we have got off to a cracking start this year and I can 
imagine 2017 will go as quickly as 2016. 

We are now in the process of planning the main events of the year for you, and I 
do hope it will be an opportunity to see many of you.  Working backwards we will 
have the 1996-2000 Reunion Dinner in London on Friday, 13 October, while on 
Saturday, 15 July we are planning the Alumni Summer Party here in Buckingham.  
There will an opportunity to have a look at the new Medical School, talk to staff, 
have tours of the campus and enjoy an alumni lunch.  Sir Anthony will also be 
hosting a student comedy relief charity event in the evening, which you are 
welcome to attend (see details on page 2).

But firstly, on Saturday, 18 March there will be the Swan Ball and we do hope 
that some of you might take the opportunity to have a mini-reunion.  You would 
be very welcome indeed and if you do want to be there please let us know.  The 
details and ticket details can all be found here:  https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
graduation/swan-ball 

Do have a look at all the amazing things our alumni are doing and if you have any 
news you would like to share, please don’t hesitate to let us know.

With very best wishes,
Anne

Announcements

Teach For Bulgaria trains and supports exceptionally capable, driven and socially active graduating students or 
professionals to become teachers in Bulgarian state schools for a period of two years and long-term supporters 
of the cause of equal access to quality education. You do not need any previous teaching experience or training 

to participate in the program, you just need to be guided by the strong belief that every child has the potential to 
grow up to be a successful citizen of their country. 

Our two-year program for leadership, personal/professional development and social contribution gives you the 
opportunity to teach at a school where the majority of students come from families with lower social-economic 

status and need extra motivation, guidance and work to believe they can be successful and accomplish their 
dreams.

You can apply online at zaednovchas.bg, but we strongly advise you to get in touch with Maya Stoyanova Warner 
at m.stoyanova@zaednovchas.bg first. Maya is our Senior Recruitment Associate and she can help you make an 

informed decision.

Hope for Justice is an incredible charity tackling human trafficking all over the world. This summer, the students 
of the University are organising a music and comedy festival, involving some of the most popular comedians in the 

UK, aiming to raise over £14,000 for the charity – however, they need some help with putting on the event.

Just £1 from everybody who receives this newsletter would pay for the entire thing!
If you would like to donate to the cause, you can do so here:

https://www.gofundme.com/playback-event-fund

Cover Photo by Alex Bolton Photography

Please note the above events are not organised by the University. However, we felt they may be of interest to you.

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball 
mailto:m.stoyanova%40zaednovchas.bg?subject=
https://www.gofundme.com/playback-event-fund
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Buckingham Bucks the UCAS Trend

4

The Swan Ball 2017

Tickets are just £55 each until 15 March and will be £70 on the door.

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball

The University of Buckingham has bucked the national trend with a gigantic 25% rise in admissions over the last 
year, one of the biggest increases in the country.

New figures reveal that applications to UCAS are down 5% sector-wide this year but Buckingham is more buoyant 
than ever.

University of Buckingham Director of Admissions James Seymour said: “Although UCAS applications across the 
sector are down our independent university is one of the biggest risers in the UK and is bucking the trend. Overall 
applications are up by a colossal 25%.

“As the country’s first “positive university” we have put huge emphasis on pastoral care, well-being and a holistic 
approach. This involves teaching in small groups so students feel valued as individuals, able to stretch themselves 
and be open to new ideas in an environment where lecturers have an open door policy and are closely involved in 
their learning.

“Our award-winning teaching methods have resulted in us topping tables for graduate employability and student 
satisfaction which has led to a gigantic increase in demand to study at a place where students will not only be 
happy but rewarded with a job when their studies are complete.”

Buckingham’s increased popularity has been driven by its success in rankings. It has been leading the National 
Student Survey (NSS) for the last decade for student satisfaction, topping Higher Education Statistics Agency 
(HESA) listings for graduate employability and has was awarded the Times and Sunday Times University of the 
Year for teaching quality last year.

At Buckingham overall applications are up by 25% and UCAS applications have risen by 15%. Medicine application 
are up by 30% at Buckingham and the UK sector is down by 3%.

The 15th January UCAS deadlines does not apply to Buckingham – students can apply all year round.

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball
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Alumni News

Yousuf Ali Sayeed (LLB, 1998), 
has been elevated to the Bench 

of the High Court of Sindh 
(Appeals Court of the Province 

of Sindh, Pakistan).

Many congratulations on your new 
position, Yousuf. We wish you all the 

best.

In December Michael Karam 
(History, Politics and English 

Literature, 1988) was the subject 
of a Q&A article on the Wine and 
Spirit Education Trust website. 
Michael is a journalist, wine writer, 
author of 'The Wines of Lebanon' 
and specialist in Lebanese wines. 

To read the Q&A please follow the 
link below:

https://www.wsetglobal.com/
knowledge-centre/blog/2016/

december/06/qa-with-michael-
karam-specialist-in-lebanese-

wines/

Ghalib Al-Kanani (English 
Literature, 2011) has written, 

adapted and directed nine 
plays since graduating from 

The University of Buckingham. 
His most recent, an adaptation 

of Shakespeare’s Coriolanus, was 
performed to celebrate the 400th 

anniversary of Shakespeare's death.

Please click the link below to watch 
his adaption:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=osWzUA7b4Uk

Tom Burkard (MA Education, 
2007, DPhil Education 2016) 
has written an article for The 

Telegraph online. The article is in 
the education section, and is titled 
'It's Ofsted Itself Which is Blighting 

Poor Pupils' Chances'.

You can read the article here:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
education/2016/12/02/ofsted-

blighting-poor-pupils-chances/

Well done, Tom.

Dwight Gardiner (Law, 1996), 
has been awarded an Order 
of the British Empire (OBE) 

in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution for services to the 

National and International Marine 
Community. Dwight currently holds 

a number of maritime positions, 
particularly in his home country of 

Antigua and Barbuda. 

Many congratulations, Dwight. 

University News

 Mahamudu Bawumia 
(Economics, 1987) was sworn in 
as Vice President of Ghana on 7 

January 2017. 

To read more about his great 
achievement, please see the link 

below:

http://citifmonline.
com/2017/01/07/mahamudu-

bawumia-sworn-in-as-ghanas-
vice-president/

Our former Vice-Chancellor, Professor Terence Kealey, will be 
speaking in Buckingham on 13 February on why he believes 

breakfast is a dangerous meal. 

The lecture is being held by The Swan and Pen Society and will 
begin at 7pm in The Medical School Lecture Theatre, Chandos Road 

Building, Buckingham. 

The lecture is free of charge. Donations to Diabetes Research UK will 
be welcome.

Come to an open day

Throughout the year we run regular open days and open evenings 
on our campus. These events are always an excellent opportunity 

for prospective students to meet our academics, find out about our 
courses and get an insight into life at Buckingham. If you would like 
more information about out upcoming open events, please see our 
website: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/open-days/

(Our next open day is Saturday 11 March)

Richard Lin (Medicine, current 
student) has been travelling 

in Japan, Hong Kong, Mongolia 
and Singapore meeting with 

Buckingham alumni. The above 
photograph was taken in Akasaka, 

Tokyo. 

The best of luck with your travels, 
Richard. We look forward to hearing 

about how you get on!

David Mathews (International 
Hotel Management, 1997) has 

been appointed as the new 
General Manager of Trident 

Hotel, Bandra Kurla, Mumbai. 

Well done on this great 
achievement, David. 

For more information, please see:

http://www.hotelierindia.com/
david-mathews-is-general-

manager-at-trident-bandra-
kurla/

Frédéric de Lacoste (LLM, 2009) 
and his wife have welcomed 

their fourth child, a little girl 
named Thaïs. She was born on the 
23 December in Libreville, Gabon. 

She is pictured above with her 
siblings Alban, Alix and Astrid.

We send our congratulations to 
Frédéric and his family on their new 
arrival, and wish them all the best 

for the future.

https://www.wsetglobal.com/knowledge-centre/blog/2016/december/06/qa-with-michael-karam-specialist-i
https://www.wsetglobal.com/knowledge-centre/blog/2016/december/06/qa-with-michael-karam-specialist-i
https://www.wsetglobal.com/knowledge-centre/blog/2016/december/06/qa-with-michael-karam-specialist-i
https://www.wsetglobal.com/knowledge-centre/blog/2016/december/06/qa-with-michael-karam-specialist-i
https://www.wsetglobal.com/knowledge-centre/blog/2016/december/06/qa-with-michael-karam-specialist-i
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osWzUA7b4Uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osWzUA7b4Uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2016/12/02/ofsted-blighting-poor-pupils-chances/ 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2016/12/02/ofsted-blighting-poor-pupils-chances/ 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2016/12/02/ofsted-blighting-poor-pupils-chances/ 
http://citifmonline.com/2017/01/07/mahamudu-bawumia-sworn-in-as-ghanas-vice-president/ 
http://citifmonline.com/2017/01/07/mahamudu-bawumia-sworn-in-as-ghanas-vice-president/ 
http://citifmonline.com/2017/01/07/mahamudu-bawumia-sworn-in-as-ghanas-vice-president/ 
http://citifmonline.com/2017/01/07/mahamudu-bawumia-sworn-in-as-ghanas-vice-president/ 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/open-days/
http://www.hotelierindia.com/david-mathews-is-general-manager-at-trident-bandra-kurla/
http://www.hotelierindia.com/david-mathews-is-general-manager-at-trident-bandra-kurla/
http://www.hotelierindia.com/david-mathews-is-general-manager-at-trident-bandra-kurla/
http://www.hotelierindia.com/david-mathews-is-general-manager-at-trident-bandra-kurla/


Here is an old aerial view of the Hunter Street Campus. Can you tell what buildings/structures have been added 
since this photograph was taken? Or estimate a year that it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...
Thank you all for your 

responses to the 
photograph in the January 
Newsletter. It is estimated 

to have been taken 
between 1997-2000.

One person has been 
named as Demitri's 

Economou (LLB, 1997).
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For your diaries, here is a list of the events taking place during the next year both in the UK and abroad. Please 
email Helen at helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk for general information.

February

  13 February - 'Breakfast is a Dangerous Meal' a public lecture by Professor Terence Kealey, held by The Swan 
and Pen Society. 7pm in The Medical School Lecture Theatre, Chandos Road Building, Buckingham. The lecture is 

free of charge. Donations to Diabetes Research UK will be welcome.

23 February - 'Blick Mead: The Cradle of Stonehenge?' a lecture by David Jacques . The lecture event will start at 
6pm at our new premises at Gower Street, London. There are limited spaces available, so if you are interested in 

attending, please email Helen at helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

March 

7 March - 'Popes I have known' a public lecture by Cormac Cardinal Murphy O’Connor. 6.30pm at the Chandos 
Road Building in IFLH. Please email Helen at helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to book a place.

17 and 18 March - The University's annual Graduation ceremonies will be taking place.

18 March - The Swan Ball in the marquee on Beloff Lawn.

April

12 April - Aris Nicolson (LLB, 1979) has organised a China-UK Business Investment and Promotion Conference in 
Foshan, China through his company, Denning Legal. Denning Legal, a multi-disciplinary law practice specialising 
in International trading contracts, property transactions, formation of companies, immigration, tax advice, trust 
planning and dispute resolution, is pleased to announce its business investment and promotion conference. For 

more information, please email admin@denninglegal.com
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Upcoming Events 2017

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.cato%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:bev.kelly%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:nigel.adams%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:nigel.adams%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:admin%40denninglegal.com?subject=
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

Monetary Research Departmental Newsletters

Please see the links below for the most up to date Departmental Newsletters.

Applied Computing - http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/NewsletterSpring16.pdf

Psychology - http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Psychology-Newsletter-Autumn2016.
pdf

English - http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/English-Newsletter-Summer-2016.pdf 

Economics, History and Politics - http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/EHP-
Newsletter-Autumn2016.pdf

Law Brief - http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Law-Newsletter-2016.pdf

For further information please visit https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/msc/money-banking

If you would like to view the complete Masters brochure, please visit http://www.mv-pt.org/latest-news

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/NewsletterSpring16.pdf
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Psychology-Newsletter-Autumn2016.pdf  
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Psychology-Newsletter-Autumn2016.pdf
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Psychology-Newsletter-Autumn2016.pdf
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/English-Newsletter-Summer-2016.pdf  
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/EHP-Newsletter-Autumn2016.pdf 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/EHP-Newsletter-Autumn2016.pdf 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Law-Newsletter-2016.pdf
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/msc/money-banking 
http://www.mv-pt.org/latest-news 
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