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Announcements
Dear all,

Thank you so much to all the alumni who attended the 40th anniversary weekend 
at Buckingham.  It was so wonderful to see you and to those of you who travelled 
from all over the country, various parts of Europe and Nigeria we were so happy 
to see you and so grateful that you came so far.  The weather was kind, the 
Shakespeare was magical, the catering staff did an amazing job and a huge thank 
you to Bev Kelly who put it all together.

We are now focussing on the drinks reception at Speakers House and the Dinner/
Dance at the Dorchester.  If you are planning on coming to the Dorchester but live 
abroad you may have had some difficulty in buying tickets, as the payment page 
asks for a post code.  This has now been altered and you will not need to provide 
this, making it easier for you to get tickets.  I am very sorry for any inconvenience 
this may have caused and if there are any other issues, please do let us know.

We are also doing our best to get some of our retired members of staff from the 
early years to come along.  We would love you to let us know if there is anyone 
you would particularly like to meet with again, or if there is someone you are in 
touch with who you think may like to be there.  This should be the most fantastic 
opportunity to meet up with staff and students who do span the 40 years.  Some 
may not be quite so keen to boogie for the 50th (me included!)!

REALLY hoping to see you there – as are the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon 
and former Vice-Chancellor, Professor Terence Kealey.

With all best wishes,
Anne

40th Anniversary Weekend

On 16 and 17 July we held a weekend of festivities to celebrate our 40th Anniversary. There were a huge number 
of events taking place, including an open day at the Medical School, a re-enactment of the Hale Witch Tryals 
at the Old Gaol in the centre of Buckingham, alumni coffee mornings and a supper on the evening of the 16th/
performances of Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream', the Chancellor's Cup sporting event, plus the 
annual University of Buckingham Duck Race and Best Dressed Duck Competition, and so much more.

Over 80 alumni visited over the weekend and we were blessed with lovely weather on both days. Alumni mixed 
with staff, students and members of the public whilst sitting on the lawns eating ice creams, pizza and barbeque 
food. The selection of photos below will give you a flavour of the weekend.

The Best Dressed Duck competition was won 
by one of our very own alumni! Henrietta Naish 
(Law, 1980) won with her magnificent Boris Johnson 
duck! Here she is pictured with Dr Joanna Seldon 
who awarded the prize.



Dinner and Dance at The Dorchester

The Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon will be speaking, along with The Rt Hon John Bercow MP (The 
Speaker, The House of Commons) and Chris Hollis (PEL 1979, Director of Financial Communications 
LVMH). 

The cost of tickets is £150 each, and this includes reception drinks, a four course dinner and a luxury 
raffle. Please follow the link above to purchase, if you have difficulty booking using Internet Explorer, 
please try with a different browser.

If you wish to get a group of former classmates together to ‘buy a table’, you can then be sure of sitting 
with friends.  A table of 10 tickets costs £1,500.  You will only need to give the name of the person making 
the booking now, but we’ll ask for the other names later so that we know who’s coming.

If you are buying tickets separately but coming as a group, please let helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk or 
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk have the names of guests you wish to sit with – maximum 10 to a 
table.

We are all very much looking forward to this event, so please don’t wait too long to sign up. This is a 
fantastic opportunity to meet up with members of staff from the very early years and reminisce about 
"the good old days"!

To purchase your tickets, and to see a list of who else is attending, please follow this link:
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/40th-anniversary-dinner-and-dance/ 

The Dinner and Dance, to be held in the Ballroom at The 
Dorchester Hotel, will be a fabulous event to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary since the first intake of students at Buckingham. 

The timetable is:
19:00 – 20:00 Drinks Reception
20:00 Dinner
21:30 Entertainment from The MIX and dancing
Dress code: Black Tie

We are expecting guests from far and wide. The Chancellor, Lady 
Keswick, will be attending, as well as lots of alumni and University 
staff – old and new! Please keep an eye on the website as the 
names of  those attending will be posted on there regularly.

 http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/40th-anniversary-dinner-and-dance/ 
 http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/40th-anniversary-dinner-and-dance/ 
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Alumni News

It is a sad event when we have 
to announce the passing of a 

Buckingham alumnus. 

Prince Albert Bonamy (Law, 2002) 
passed away in June 2016 at the age 

of 78.

His full obituary can be seen here:
http://bit.ly/29MUuOz

We send our condolences to all of 
Prince Bonamy's family and friends 

at this difficult time.

(Left - Dave and Tim put the finishing touches, Right - Professor Alistair Alcock is pictured enjoying the 
refurbishments)

The Memorial Garden outside the Refectory in the Hunter Street Campus has had a re-vamp!
The original Memorial Garden was the first project funded by the Alumni Annual Fund, and the Alumni Annual Fund was how 

we paid for this beautiful refurbishment.

Thank you to everyone who donated to the fund. We will keep you updated of future developments.

Colleen Carter, Personal Assistant to the Vice-Chancellor, retired at the 
end of July after working for the University for 39 years. 

Colleen has been a dedicated PA to all the Vice-Chancellor's apart from Max 
Beloff. She has been fantastic, and we will really miss her presence on campus. 

If you would like to send her a message, please email Anne at                                    
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk and it will be forwarded on to her. 

We wish her the very best retirement, and good luck in any future pursuits.

Maria Amália Dos Santos (PGCE, 
2015) has got a new teaching job 
in the British School of Warsaw 
in Poland. She will be teaching  I.B 
Geography and Computer Sciences 

(KS3). She will start at her new 
post in August 2016, and will be 

relocating from Portugal.

Many congratulations Maria, we 
wish you the very best luck in your 

new venture. 

Melchior Vidot (Law, 1989) 
was sworn in as Judge of the 

Supreme Court of Seychelles in 
June 2016.

What an amazing achievement, we 
wish you all the best in your new 

position.

Marie Charlotte Frisch (nee 
Reetze) (Master of Business 

Administration, 2012) married 
Bastian Frisch on 17 June 2016, 

in Hamburg, Germany.

We send our warmest 
congratulations and wish you both 

every happiness.

Djamila Abo-Hatab (Psychology 
with English Language Studies, 

2001) and Giuseppe Gennaro 
welcomed their daughter Amina 

on 11 July 2016.

Amina is their first child. She was 
born in Cologne, Germany, and 

weighed 3300 grams.

Many congratulations to you both, 
we wish you all the very best for the 

future.

David Morley (Psychology with 
Spanish, 2000) is having a book 

published. The book is called 
' Children and Young People’s 

Response to Parental Illness: A 
Handbook of Assessment and 

Practice'.

To see more information about the 
book, and to pre-order, please see:

http://bit.ly/2aaxkTK

Pictured to the left are a handful of the 
wonderful alumni who came along for the 
40th Anniversary weekend! 

This photograph was taken on the Sunday 
afternoon before the cake cutting took place. It 
was lovely to see them all back on campus!

L - R (Jonathan Gollow, Henning Saul, Richard 
Herman, Vatsaal Raja, Amelie Auf Der Bruecken, 
Jorge Correia, Sue Sowerby, Emmanuel Tricerri, 
Guillaume D'Ambert, Anastasiya Ostapchuk, 
Kemi Soyege, Debarpita Bardhan-Correia and 
in the front, Saskia Soyege, Noah and Tiam 
Bardhan-Correia)

http://bit.ly/29MUuOz
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


Photo Flashback
Are you in this photograph? Or do you know anyone who is?

Please email any answers you have to Lucy at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the e-mail 
address above.

Last Month...

If you recognise anybody from last month's 
photograph, please let Lucy know, we would 

love to put names to faces!

Alumni Events 2016
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For your diaries, here is a list of the events taking place during next year both in the UK and abroad. Please email 
Helen at helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk for general information.

August

Thursday 4 - 'Green and Pleasant Lands: Traditional Songs from the British Isles' a public concert by Cantlos. 
The Radcliffe Centre, 6.30pm, Tickets £5 on the door.

September

In September Sir Anthony will be visiting Canada. For more information on his trip, please contact Bev  at bev.
kelly@buckingham.ac.uk

September 6 - 'True to Type: Fonts I Have Known, Fonts I Have Loved' a public lecture by Anthony Cohen. 
Buckingham (venue to be confirmed), 6.30pm.

Thursday 8 - Alumni Drinks event at Speaker's House, The House of Commons, London. Please email Helen for 
more information helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

October

In October Sir Anthony will be visiting Germany and India. For more information on his trips, please contact Bev at 
bev.kelly@buckingham.ac.uk

November

Friday 4 - A dinner and dance event is to be held at The Dorchester Hotel in London. Please this link for more 
information and to purchase tickets: http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/40th-anniversary-dinner-and-

dance/

Friday 18 - A 40th Anniversary Dinner and Dance event will be held in Lagos, Nigeria. More details will follow at a 
later date.
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American World Tour Trip July 2016
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Contact Us

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam LindsaWy
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

University of Buckingham                   
Festival of Higher Education
The University is holding the first ever Buckingham Festival of Higher 

Education on 8 and 9 September on the Hunter Street campus. The festival 
will be modelled on The Sunday Times Festival of Education which Sir 

Anthony started at Wellington College six years ago, and which has gone on to 
be the biggest conference in the school calendar with over 300 speakers.

There will be more than 50 high profile speakers at the festival, including Universities and Science 
Minister Jo Johnson, former advisor to David Willetts and director of the Higher Education Policy 

Institute Nick Hillman, Oxford University Head of Admissions Samina Khan and many more. The theme 
will be “universities of the future: how to prepare now."

Our Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon said: “It will be the first of its kind and will be of interest not only 
to academics, students and managers in the sector but also to those in secondary schools, and careers 

guidance professionals, who are looking for new insights into how the sector is changing and what it 
might look like, well into the future."

Please see this link for more information: http://www.hefestival.com/

In July our Vice-Chancellor Sir Anthony Seldon visited America with some of his development team. 
Whilst in the country, he stopped off in Washington D.C. and New York to meet with University alumni.

The picture above shows Sir Anthony with our former Vice-Chancellor, Professor Terence Kealey. The pair 
met at The Cato Institute in Washington D.C., where Professor Kealey is currently working as an Adjunct 

Scholar.

Below are some photographs from the alumni event Sir Anthony hosted in Washington.

Please see page 7 for the dates of Sir Anthony's upcoming overeas trips, and get in touch with Bev at           
bev.kelly@buckingham.ac.uk if you would like to arrange to meet with him.

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://www.hefestival.com/
mailto:bev.kelly%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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