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Dear all,

With 2 year degrees high on the media agenda for education, Buckingham 
finds itself in the enviable position of attracting a lot of attention – and air 
time – at the moment.

On Sunday, 3 September, we had the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, 
Mary Curnock Cook and alumnus, Matthew Campbell, all speaking on the 
University’s behalf, on both TV and radio.  Sir Anthony has also spoken on 
this subject on other occasions recently including on Sky News.

As well as being a good recruitment tool (and numbers for September are looking 
particularly good this year) we hope that this type of exposure will raise the value 
of your degree – whenever you studied.

Stay in touch, help us boost Buckingham’s name worldwide, in any way you can 
and, if possible, come and participate in some of the events mentioned in this 
newsletter.  Networking and renewing friendship opportunities are part of how 
we aim to help you, and it also gives us the chance to update you on what is 
happening at Buckingham.

Some of our current students are working with us to give the alumni a far better 
and more useful platform (by revamping the AlumNet page) on which to connect 
to us, liaise with each other, and stay in touch.  We realise this is long overdue 
and you have been very patient.  Please hang on a little bit longer – we are almost 
there!

With very best wishes,
Anne

Announcements

The University of Buckingham has come top in the UK for student satisfaction in the National Student 
Survey (NSS) for the eighth time since it started taking part 12 years ago.

Britain’s first not-for-profit independent university, which recently celebrated its 40th birthday, shared top 
position with the University of St Andrews on a score of 94 per cent – 10 points above the sector average and 5 

points above the highest-scoring Russell Group University.

Buckingham also scored very highly across the full range of NSS question categories – joint top in the UK for the 
quality of teaching with an average score of 92% and 91% of students agreeing that their course has challenged 
them to do their best work (the highest in the UK), second in the UK for organisation and management and third 

in the UK for both assessment and feedback and academic support.

Ms Stephanie Okeke, Student President, said “On behalf of the student body, we are satisfied with the results and 
are proud that our University has come out top once again. We are indeed satisfied with the teaching quality at 

the University of Buckingham and feel our voice is heard”.

Sir Anthony Seldon, Vice Chancellor, said: “The NSS remains the voice of the UK’s students and Buckingham is 
thrilled to be top once again; we are very fortunate to have such great students and academics who clearly make 

learning at Buckingham such a success for all. It is a shame for students when considering their choices that some 
universities have not been included in this year’s results”.

The NSS provides all final-year undergraduate students with the opportunity to express their opinions on the 
quality of their experience at university.
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The Duck Race 2017
This year's Duck Race took place on 30th August. The race had been 
re-arranged twice because of bad weather, but luckily on the day the 

rain held off until the event was finished!

As usual, there were some very creative entries into the 'Best Dressed 
Duck' competition and students, staff and local people loved watching 

the ducks race down the river. There was BBQ food and this year the 
students held an International Food Fair alongside the race which 
went down very well. Games, a tombola and a cake and book stall 

were also available. 

All of the money raised this year went towards UBSOS (University of 
Buckingham Supporting Overseas Schooling). After the devastating 

tsunami of 2004 students and staff members at the University set up 
a fund to help those in need. Many of our current students and alumni 

originated from the affected countries and that is how UBSOS was 
born. Our main focus has been to help educate children in deprived 
countries and to encourage education as a means for a better life. 

UBSOS's most recent project was to donate clothing and school 
supplies to Syrian refugees in Iraq and this year, with the money 

raised from the Duck Race, the fund hopes to buy mosquito nets for 
a deprived village in Ghana, help build a school house in Tanzania 

and repeat the project in Iraq with a different refugee camp. The Duck 
Race raised over £500 towards these projects.

If you have any questions about UBSOS or would like to suggest a 
cause for the fund to support, please email 

UBSOS@buckingham.ac.uk

mailto:UBSOS%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Alumni News

Stephen Kamugasa (LLB 1993, 
LLM 1994) runs a blog which was 

recently reviewed by leading 
journalist, Yasmin Alibhai-Brown. 

She said:
"Stephen Kamugasa writes with 

authenticity and freshness. 
These blogs remind me of 

wonderful African storytellers 
like James Ngugi and Ben Okri 

who always weave through their 
tales, wise messages and moral 

observations."

See Stephen's blog here: 
https://

thekamugasachallenge.com/

Dinesh Patel (LLB, 2015) has 
taken part in Masterchef India. 

Dinesh came in the top three 
on the popular television 

programme and became known 
as the 'Dessert King'.

Congratulations, Dinesh. Please 
send some dessert our way!

Stephanie Ting (LLB, 1991) enjoys 
travelling around the globe, last 
year she went on 23 trips! She 

recently visited the Schilthorn in 
Switzerland and the above photo 
shows Stephanie completing the 

'thrill walk'.

Well done Stephanie, it looks a 
little too high for us!!

University News

Isaac Kfir (Modern History, 
1994) has relocated to Australia 
where he has been appointed 
Head of the Counterterrorism 
Police Centre and Director of 

the National Security Program 
at the Australian Strategic Policy 

Institute.

Huge congratulations, Isaac. We 
wish you all the best.

Dennis is pictured here being nosey as this month 
the building works started for the new Vinson 

Centre. The new building will be at the heart of the 
Hunter Street campus and include office space, 
seminar rooms, a lecture theatre and a coffee 

shop.

The Marketing Department has now moved and 
the 'pig pen', as it was affectionately known, has 

been taken down. 

We are excited to see how the work progresses 
over the next 18 months!

Three current Medical students, Matthew Beck, Justin Collis 
and Andrew Neves, took part in the 24 hour, 3 peak challenge 

on 22 July. They completed the challenge to raise funds for the 
Buckingham Medical Community First Responders scheme. 

The above photos show them on the top of Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike 
and Snowdon. If you would like to donate please follow this link:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/uobcfr

The Psychology Department are hosting an Alumni Event on Saturday 7th 
October at 3-5pm at Ondaatje Hall, Church Street, Buckingham. 

It will be an informal meet and mingle event hosted by the lecturers 
of the department who are excited to show how Psychology at 
Buckingham has grown and the new developments/programmes we 
offer.  

If you are interested in finding out more about this event, please click 
this link for more information:

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/psychology-alumni-event/  

On Friday, 25th August two cherry trees 
were planted in the Humanities garden 

to complement two similar trees planted 
at Soka University in Japan.  These trees 

commemorate the links we have with Soka 
University and the photo shows the double-

degree students, and the short course 
students, who were here this August.

https://thekamugasachallenge.com/
https://thekamugasachallenge.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/uobcfr
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/psychology-alumni-event/  


Do you recognise anyone in the photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...

 We didn't have any responses 
to last month's photograph. 

Please do let us know if you 
recognise anyone or if you are 

in the photograph yourself!
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September

27 September - Nuno Da Silva,(European Studies, 1992), Head of Brexit BNY Mellon will be giving a Breakfast talk 
on Wednesday 27th September 2017 at The Royal Overseas League, London.

Breakfast will be available from 8am, the talk will commence at 8:20am and will be followed by questions.
Places are limited, please contact helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to reserve a seat.

October

3 October - The annual Friends of the University lecture will take place on Tuesday 3 October. Iain Standen, the 
CEO of the Bletchley Park Trust will give a talk entitled 'The Rise, Fall and Rise Again of Bletchley Park'. 6.30pm in 

IFLH, Chandos Road Building. Drinks will be served from 6pm.

13 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner for the years 
1996-2000 at Church House, Westminster.

Along with the alumni there will also be a number of 
staff attending the dinner, including administrative 

staff and memorable lecturers. For further details and 
to purchase your tickets please click this link:

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-
reunion-1996-2000/

The Distinguished Alumnus Award will be presented at 
this event, please remember to nominate someone by 
clicking on this link: 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards

November

29 November - The Vice-Chancellor's Lecture Series begins with an 'in conversation' with John Lloyd (QI, Spitting 
Image, Museum of Curiosity and much more). The lecture begins at 7pm in the Radcliffe Centre.
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Upcoming Events 2017

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.cato%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-1996-2000/ 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-1996-2000/ 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

Concerts and Lectures

The Concerts and Lectures Series is having a bit of a ‘re shake’!

The Vice-Chancellor thought it would be a good idea to have the Concerts and Lectures Series more closely linked 
to the Literary Festival that is held at the University during the summer. We hope to have a high profile speaker 
every two to four weeks, followed by book signings where appropriate. There will be no more leaflets sent out 

termly, instead we will be advertising via email, posters and flyers in town as well as postal flyers.

We do hope to see you at some of these lectures, we think they will be extremely interesting and thought 
provoking and we love that we can have an extension of the Literary Festival all year round!

Please email concerts-and-lectures@buckingham.ac.uk if you have any questions.

Other Business

The Independent

The annual Alumni magazine, The 
Independent, is being printed and should 

be on your doorsteps soon!

We expect UK residents to receive their 
copy in the first week of September, and 

overseas residents to receive theirs a week 
or so after.

If you have forgotten to update your postal 
address with us and would like to receive 
a copy of The Independent, please email 
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk with updated 

details.

The Careers Service 
In the past 9 months we have submitted a detailed strategy to assist all areas of Careers and Employability across 

the University as a whole.

- So far we have rebranded the old Careers Service as "Careers & Employability Hub" and updated the website to 
reflect the new range of offers from Careers. We are an active, dynamic department offering a suite of services, 

activities and opportunities.

• We have updated existing social media and have added more external channels such as a LinkedIn showcase 
page dedicated to UB Careers & Employability, aimed at present cohorts, alumni and business partners. 

- Employer Engagement holds an important role in raising our profile and we have actively been involved with the 
SME community, recently being gold sponsors of the 2017 MK SME awards, and a presenter at the gala dinner. 
From our presence there we have engaged with a number of SME businesses and formed strong partnerships 

offering Internships and setting out graduate recruitment plans so that they no longer have to budget for agency 
spend at this level. These include Wealth and Tax Ltd, ASC and Klood (all who are presently interviewing our 

students for placements).

- Added to this we now have dialogue with a broad range of larger organisations such as Aggregate Industries, 
Jaguar Landrover, Shoosmiths, EY, HMRC, PwC and IPSL to name a few who are all keen to work with us on 

Graduate Attraction, work placements and also support our Employability Speakers list. We would value Alumni 
support with introductions to other Business areas to continue this good work. 

To find out more please see: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/careersservice/cando

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:concerts-and-lectures%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/careersservice/cando
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