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Dear all, 

The daffodils are almost out, the snowdrops are amazing this year and the early 
blossom is beginning to bloom - and we have a bright white marquee on the middle of 
Beloff Lawn!  Graduation is almost upon us.  Even amongst the staff the excitement is 
building as we wait to welcome back the graduands and their families and hope that 
we can arrange a very special weekend for them.  Should any of you wish to relive your 
graduation you would be very welcome indeed to come along to the Swan Ball on 
Saturday, 18 March.  You will find all the details in this newsletter.

Many of you, who were involved in helping us identify projects, or in raising small 
amounts of money via cake/book sales, pamper days and car washes, will be interested 
to see that the University of Buckingham Supporting Overseas Schooling (UBSOS) has 
been able to help Syrian refugee children through the kindness of some of our Iraqi 
students and alumni.  We will be continuing to help them with donations of clothes, 
etc, but should any of you have projects that you feel are worthy don’t hesitate to let us 
know.  We have, in the past, helped children in Sri Lanka, Argentina, Mexico, Kenya and 
Myanmar, amongst others.  In small ways, we hope to make a difference and send our 
sincere thanks to all those alumni, staff and students who support this small, voluntary, 
committee.

Please don’t forget to save the date of Saturday, 15 July for an alumni day at Buckingham 
(including a student charity event, and much much more).   Also, for those of you who 
graduated between 1996-2000 your reunion will be held on Friday, 13 October in Church 
House, Westminster.  If you are interested in attending, and encouraging friends to come 
along as well, please do contact Helen on helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk and she will 
make sure that you are on the list and receive all the details as we get closer to the date.  

With all best wishes from everyone in the Alumni/Graduation Office and we do hope to 
either see you, or hear from you, soon.

Anne

Announcements

Graduation 2017

Our annual Graduation ceremonies will be taking place on Friday 17 and Saturday 18 
March. We are looking forward to welcoming our graduands and their families back to 

the University and seeing them all in their graduation robes. 

Congratulations to them all, we wish them all the best for their futures.

University Open Day - 11 March 2017

We are hosting an open day on Saturday 11 March. 
Please do come along if you're interested in finding out more about our courses.

You can register for the open day here: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/open-
day-march17
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The Swan Ball 2017
There is still time to get your tickets for The Swan Ball! 

Tickets are just £55 each until 15 March and will be £70 on the door. You can also 
purchase tickets from the Student Union Office until 17 March.

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/graduation/swan-ball

Professor Alistair Alcock is retiring from the University at the end of 
March after 20 years of service.

Alistair worked for Phillips & Drew Corporate Finance (now UBS 
Corporate Finance) from 1977 – 1988, ultimately as Director.  His 
career path changed when he joined The University of Buckingham as 
a Lecturer in Law in 1990.

He moved to the University of Salford in 2005, working as founding 
Head of their Law School. However, he clearly missed Buckingham 
and returned to the University in 2011 in the position of Deputy Vice-
Chancellor and Dean of Law. Alistair was given the role of Acting 
Vice-Chancellor following the retirement of Professor Terence Kealey 
in 2014 He held the position until Sir Anthony Seldon joined the 
University in September 2015. There will be an interview with Alistair 
in the next issue of The Independent. 

Joining us as Buckingham's new Deputy Vice-Chancellor is Professor 
Jill Schofield. Jill is leaving her current role of Head of the School of 
Economics, Finance and Management at the University of Bristol to 
take up her position at Buckingham. 

Jill was formally Dean of the York Management School at The 
University of York, and before that she was in the role of the endowed 
Somers Chair of Healthcare Management at the University of 
Edinburgh Business School.

We wish Alistair all the best in his retirement and look forward to 
welcoming Jill to the Buckingham family!

Professor Alcock at the National Student Survey launch in 2015

Copyright: University of Bristol
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Alumni News

Stephen Kamugasa (LLB 1993, 
LLM 1994) has set up a blog 

called 'The Kamugasa Challenge' 
to help the younger generation 

see the dangers of celebrity role 
models.

You can read his blog here:
https://thekamugasachallenge.

com/the-challenge-today/

Donations will go towards the 
maintenance of the blog.

It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of one of 
our alumna, Adriana Quansah 

(Business Studies, 1995). 

Adriana was from Ghana but settled 
in Charlotte, North Carolina with her 
family. She leaves behind two young 

children, aged 6 and 2 years. 

We send our deepest condolences 
to her family at this difficult time.

Kit Cunningham (LLB, 2015) has 
been Called to the Bar. 

 
We send him our congratulations, 

and wish him all the best in his 
future pursuits.

 

Nikoletta Mylona (Teachers 
of English to Speakers of 

Other Languages, 2006) and 
her partner Konstantinos 

Terzis welcomed their son, 
Konstantinos Mihail, on 3 

February 2017. 

We send them our congratulations 
and wish them the best of luck as 

new parents.

University News

Jamie Burrows (Business Economics, 2010) and his wife Marie-
Alexandrine (Service Management, 2011) have launched a new company, 
Vertical Future. The company is based around a device they have developed 

which they claim will limit air pollution in cities.

We wish them both the very best of luck.
To read more about their work, please see the link below:

http://ind.pn/2lz2bKG

The busy couple also welcomed their second child, Caspien, on 7 February 
2016. Caspien is now a year old and is pictured above.

Buckingham has a new PPE course, BA (hons) Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics .

What makes our course different to PPE offered in other universities 
is its integrated character, with a special focus on explaining how 

human behaviour shapes economic and political institutions.

To find out more, please see:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ba/ppe

The Real Inspector Hound - tickets on sale now

The UB Drama Group presents an amateur production of The Real 
Inspector Hound, by Tom Stoppard, directed by Professor Alistair 

Alcock.

Playwrights and actors the world over can only dream of forcing 
theatre critics to try acting, but what possibilities there would be if 

they were dragged into an Agatha Christie  murder mystery play?  One 
of Tom Stoppard’s earliest hits, this one-act play is now recognised 

as a surreal comic masterpiece.  This is Alistair’s last production 
before retiring from the university and promises to be a wonderfully 

entertaining evening. 

Performances are on Wednesday 15 March (8.00pm) and Friday 17 
March (8.00pm) in the Radcliffe Centre. Tickets cost £6 each and are 

available at:
 https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/inspector-hound/



Do you recognise anyone in this photograph? Or do you know what year it was taken?
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month... Former Estates Bursar, Mr 
Tom Merrick has responded to 
the photograph, informing us 
that it was taken around 1989. 
Mr Merrick has also named 
a number of changes to the 
campus since the photograph 
was taken, which are as 
follows:

- Construction of the Anthony 
de Rothschild Building.
- Construction of the hard 
court beside Beloff House.
- The pump room tower has 
been removed (over the river 
from the Tanlaw Mill)
- The east site entrance/exit 
has been rearranged.
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For your diaries, here is a list of the events taking place in the coming months both in the UK and abroad. Please 
email Helen at helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk for general information.

March 

15 and 17 March - Performance of 'The Real Inspector Hound' directed by Professor Alistair Alcock. 8pm in the 
Radcliffe Centre. Tickets can be purchased here: 

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/inspector-hound/

17 and 18 March - The University's annual Graduation ceremonies will be taking place.

18 March - The Swan Ball in the marquee on Beloff Lawn.

April

12 April - Aris Nicolson (LLB, 1979) has organised a China-UK Business Investment and Promotion Conference in 
Foshan, China through his company, Denning Legal. Denning Legal, a multi-disciplinary law practice specialising 
in International trading contracts, property transactions, formation of companies, immigration, tax advice, trust 
planning and dispute resolution, is pleased to announce its business investment and promotion conference. For 

more information, please email admin@denninglegal.com

July

15 July - We will be hosting an Alumni Summer Party in Buckingham. More information will be provided at a later 
date, however if you are interested in attending we recommend you book hotels soon as it is also the Silverstone 

Grand Prix on the same weekend. 

October

13 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner 1996-2000 at Church House, Westminster. Further details to follow at a later 
date.
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Upcoming Events 2017

Photo Flashback
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

An Update from UBSOS Offers for Alumni

The Roma Experience is a tour agency offering tours of Rome and its attractions, and they are offering 
a discount for Buckingham alumni. 

Alumni can enjoy an amazing 25% discount on the tours featured on www.romaexperience.com by quoting 
DOTEDU at checkout. 

Teo van Barthold (Marketing with Media Communications, 2013) works for Facebook. They are currently 
looking for a graduate level candidate for the position of Account Manager. The job is based in Dublin, Ireland.

For more information on the job, please see below:
https://www.facebook.com/careers/jobs/a0I1200000JhUYKEA3/?q=SMB%20account%20

manager&location=dublin

UBSOS
University of Buckingham Supporting Overseas 

Schooling

After the devastating tsunami of 
2004 students and staff members at 
the University set up a fund to help 
those in need. Many of our current 
students and alumni originated from 
the affected countries and that is 
how UBSOS was born. The main focus 
of UBSOS has been to help educate 
children in deprived countries and to encourage education 
as a means for a better life.

The most recent project was to help Syrian refugee children. 
Two students, Aras Asaad (MPhil/DPhil Mathematics, 
2018) and Tahir Hassan (MSc Applied Computing, 2018), 
expressed their concern for the refugees in their home 
town of Koya, Iraq, and UBSOS offered to help by arranging 
a clothing collection and providing school supplies for the 
children who had been left with no means of an education 
after fleeing their country. 

The response from staff and students was fantastic and 
the committee were able to send two large boxes of winter 
clothes, along with pencils, sharpeners, rubbers and writing 
pads to the refugee children. The support didn’t end in the 
UK. When the delivery arrived in Iraq, several of our alumni 
who are based at the University of Koya distributed the 
items on our behalf. 

UBSOS would like to thank everyone who was involved 
in this project and welcome ideas for future fundraising 
efforts. Please email: Ubsos@buckingham.ac.uk 




