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Dear all, 

What a very exciting week we had last week.  The 28th and 29th May saw the second 
Festival of Higher Education take place at Buckingham.  Attendance was high and the 
debates that took place reflected the concerns of those in HE regarding, amongst other 
things, Brexit, freedom of speech in the university sector and, something that hit the 
media, the level of Vice-Chancellor’s salaries.  Please see a couple of media links here 
that mention Buckingham and you may find of interest.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2017/06/29/university-professors-afraid-
teach-controversial-subjects-fear/

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/university-
vice-chancellor-increase-salaries-incomes-minister-jo-johnson-higher-
education-a7814501.html

You may also be interested to hear of the appointment of a new Chair of Council, Mr 
Rory Tapner (former Coutts Chief Executive).  Also coming to Buckingham is Mary 
Curnock Cook (former Chief Executive of UCAS) as a part-time Strategic Adviser.  We are 
delighted that they will both be joining Buckingham and will be helping Sir Anthony as he 
moves forward with his plans for expansion of the University. Details can be found on this 
news release: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/contact-us/information-for-the-media/
press-releases/tapner-curnock-cook

Lastly, there is a book launch at the Institute of Economic Affairs in London which alumni 
would be more than welcome to attend so please feel free to tell anyone who you feel 
may be interested in the event. Find our more about it here: https://www.mv-pt.org/
events/book-launch--london

Best wishes,
Anne
PS for a beautiful aerial video of the campus please look at our Facebook page! https://
www.facebook.com/UniBuckingham

Announcements

The University of Buckingham has come at the top of the rankings in the first-ever Teaching Excellence 
Framework (TEF) rankings.

The government has assessed universities on six key criteria including teaching quality, academic support, 
student progression, employability and success and awarded a Gold, Silver or Bronze rating.

Buckingham has been awarded Gold and achieved a remarkable result with “double positive” ratings in all six 
categories. The majority of universities, over two-thirds, achieved only silver or bronze.

The University has always blazed a trail since it was founded in 1976 – it was the only University offering two year 
degrees at the time. Now the sector is following Buckingham’s lead because it has made such a success of the 

two-year degree programme.

The panel commended Buckingham for its “small group teaching and rigorous attendance monitoring which 
facilitate a highly personalised approach to learning that promotes optimum rates of retention, attainment and 

progression.”

Its learning environment was praised because it “exposes students to knowledge, understanding and skills that 
are at the cutting edge of scholarship, research and professional practice.”

Teaching standards were applauded as reflecting “an embedded institutional culture which facilitates, recognises 
and rewards excellent teaching and which takes teaching into account in promotion processes.

To read more on this great achievement, please click the link below:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-of-buckingham-awarded-gold-standard-for-teaching-

excellence/

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2017/06/29/university-professors-afraid-teach-controversial-subjects-fear/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2017/06/29/university-professors-afraid-teach-controversial-subjects-fear/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/university-vice-chancellor-increase-salaries-incomes-minister-jo-johnson-higher-education-a7814501.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/university-vice-chancellor-increase-salaries-incomes-minister-jo-johnson-higher-education-a7814501.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/university-vice-chancellor-increase-salaries-incomes-minister-jo-johnson-higher-education-a7814501.html
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/contact-us/information-for-the-media/press-releases/tapner-curnock-cook
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/contact-us/information-for-the-media/press-releases/tapner-curnock-cook
https://www.mv-pt.org/events/book-launch--london
https://www.mv-pt.org/events/book-launch--london
https://www.facebook.com/UniBuckingham
https://www.facebook.com/UniBuckingham
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-of-buckingham-awarded-gold-standard-for-teaching
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-of-buckingham-awarded-gold-standard-for-teaching
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In the spirit of academic discourse and development of student skills, the University's Art History department and Medical 
School have recently embarked upon an initiative combining the expertise of the two faculties. 

The idea arose from a more practical vision to install some thought-provoking artwork into the University campus buildings, 
and Art in Medicine is definitely a topic in vogue!

Students and staff from both schools have been working on a programme to raise awareness and understanding of Type 1 
diabetes as a primary focus of the first project, under the organisation name The Buckingham Collective. 

Our vision is to equip young members of the local community with the knowledge required to identify the needs of a type 1 
diabetic; diabetes being a condition that is prevalent amongst adolescents and the number affected in the UK continues to 
rise. The healthcare provisions in the UK make this condition much more manageable from a clinical perspective - but we 

wanted to tackle something that hospitals could not necessarily, namely to promote understanding of the condition and how 
it affects a person's life psychologically on a day-to-day basis. It is with this core goal in mind that we reached out to local 
secondary schools, and we have since devised comprehensive educational packages which are due to be delivered at the 

local  Akeley Wood Secondary School in the summer months of this year. 

As anybody who has experience in teaching young people is sure to know, even with a smooth lesson delivery, it may be 
difficult to ensure that the content of a session will be memorable. Acknowledging this factor, the project members have 

decided to conclude the school sessions with an art activity, enabling the students to make concrete their learnings into a 
visual piece. Studies show that the association of learnt information and visual representation go hand in hand, but this idea 
would also be an exploration for the Medical school students and art history students facilitating the sessions to understand 

how best to combine the teaching of these two areas. 

The sense of community involvement is something that is central to the organisation and it is for this reason precisely 
that we wish to take the student art pieces and make them into a student tapestry to be revealed at the Medical School in 

November of this year. 

To develop the area of Art Historical enquiry into the relationship between medicine and art through the ages, the Art History 
students will be co-curating and formulating an online exhibition showing various objects and sources under this theme. 
With support from the Medical Museums Association in London, the students will use this as an opportunity engage the 

wider public in a topic relevant to all, in an informative and easily accessible way. 

The culmination of research performed by art history students will then directly feed into the commissioning of a 
contemporary art piece which will encompass a variety of the recurrent elements raised in the process of the exhibition. The 
students are looking to commission a three-dimensional installation piece which will be revealed alongside the student work 

tapestry at the Exhibition Event in November, coinciding with World Diabetes Day on November 14th.

The Buckingham Collective

Cathie Morgan
Cathie.morgan@buckingham.ac.uk

Clinical Educator

Vijayshri Vaghela
Vijayshri.vaghela@buckingham.ac.uk

Project Manager and Curator

Nicole Vaus
Nicole.vaus@buckingham.ac.uk

Co-curator

Since this is a student-led non-profit initiative, we are relying on the generosity of those who see the huge value in further 
enhancing University links beyond the campus; those who see the remarkable influence University students can have on 
pioneering methods of research presentation as well as embedding cultural artefacts within the fabric of the University's 

DNA. This is the first time that the University students have taken an initiative to combine the minds of two so vastly different 
schools with the aim of community education, and so we invite all our alumni to support this venture in any way.

mailto:Cathie.morgan%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:Vijayshri.vaghela%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:Nicole.vaus%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Alumni News

Henry Adebonojo (LLB, 1982) 
pictured above to the right, 

was involved in the production 
of a documentary titled "I AM 
NOT YOUR NEGRO" along with 
director Raoul Peck. The film 
explores an unfinished work by 
the writer James Baldwin. The 

production was one of the films 
nominated for an academy award in 
the documentary category in 2017.

Coincidentally, The Film Place at the 
University is playing Henry's film on 
21 July. Please click the link below to 

find out more:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/

event/i-am-not-your-negro/

Damian Wilson 
(Communication, Media and 
Journalism, 2015) has begun 

working in the Governor's 
Office in Turks & Caicos 

Islands as the Governor's 
Media & Civil Society Liaison.

 
We send our congratulations 

to Damian on this new position 
and wish him all the best for the 

future.

The above photograph 
was taken at the G(irls) 

20 conference last month. 
Buckingham alumnus, Akane 
Nakamura (Pathway to Law, 

2017), was chosen as the 
delegate for Japan.

The conference took place in 
Munich, Germany over 6 days in 

June. 

We hope you had a great time, 
Akane.

University News

The Festival of Higher Education was held at the University's Hunter Street Campus on 28 and 29 
July. This was the second festival to be held at Buckingham and was even more of a success as last 

year's event.

Delegates came to Buckingham from all over the country to take part. We had a number of fascinating guest 
speakers, including Minister of State for Universities, Science, Research and Innovation, Jo Johnson, Professor 

Les Ebdon, Chair of the Office for Fair Access to Higher Education and our own Sir Anthony Seldon.

Sarah Farrington (LLB, 1994) 
visited the University in 
May all the way from the 

Bahamas. 

Whilst on campus she met with 
Professor Susan Edwards, Dean 

of Law. 

It was great to weclome you 
back, Sarah. We hope to see you 

again soon.

Dr Satoko Horii (Margaret Thatcher Japan Foundation 
(MTJF), Visiting Fellow, Akita University, Japan)

Satoko Horii has spent a year at Buckingham as a Visiting Fellow 
in the International Studies Department continuing her PhD 

research into:
'Dependency, accountability and EU agencies: in the context of 

the refugee crisis'
She will be returning to Japan in mid-July and will be finalising 

her dissertation which will then be published.  Satoko is the first 
Visiting Fellow from Akita University and the first MTJF scholar.  

Leena Dewis (Business, 2013) 
has just been crowned “Miss 
London”. She will be taking 
part in the "Miss England" 

finals in July and if she wins 
she will go on to represent 

England in the "Miss World" 
competition later this year in 

China.

Well done, Leena. We wish you 
the best of luck in the finals!

'The Garson Tribe eyeing up 
safe European havens in these 

testing times'

This fantastic photograph was 
sent in from Jeremy Garson 

(Business Studies, 1985). 
Pictured are his three sons, 

Magnus, Ambrose and Laszlo.

The Economics, International Studies and History 
Department is hosting a taster day for potential applicants 

on 25 October 2017. It is an opportunity for prospective 
students to find out more about the University of Buckingham, to 

learn what it is like to study with us and for us to showcase our 
unique, small-class, tutorial-style way of teaching.

For more information please see the link below:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/economics-politics-

international-studies-history-taster-tutorial-oct17/

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/i-am-not-your-negro/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/i-am-not-your-negro/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/economics-politics-international-studies-history-taster-tutorial-oct17/
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/economics-politics-international-studies-history-taster-tutorial-oct17/


Do you recognise anyone in the photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...
We have had responses 

from Anne Miller (Registrar 
& Secretary to Council) and 
Dr Philip FIne (Lecturer in 

Psychology). Anne has found 
herself in the photograph, and 
Philip thinks he has recognised 

Jeremy Howard (Head of 
History of Art).

Its not too late to respond, if 
you recognise anyone please let 

Lucy know at:
lucy.cato@buckingham.

ac.uk
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July

14 July - We will be hosting an Alumni Summer Drinks Reception at The Carpenters Arms, 68-70 Whitfield Street, 
London. Please see page 4 for more information, and email Helen at helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to register.

September

27 September - Nuno Da Silva,(European Studies, 1992), Head of Brexit BNY Mellon will be giving a Breakfast talk 
on Wednesday 27th September 2017 at The Royal Overseas League, London.

Breakfast will be available from 8am, the talk will commence at 8:20am and will be followed by questions.
Places are limited, please contact helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to reserve a seat.

October

13 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner for the years 
1996-2000 at Church House, Westminster.

Along with the alumni there will also be a number of 
staff attending the dinner, including administrative 

staff and memorable lecturers. For further details and 
to purchase your tickets please click this link:

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-
reunion-1996-2000/

The Distinguished Alumnus Award will be presented at 
this event, please remember to nominate someone by 

clicking on this link: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
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Upcoming Events 2017

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.cato%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:lucy.cato%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:lucy.cato%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-1996-2000/ 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-1996-2000/ 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

Alumni Careers

The Careers Service have set up a LinkedIn page where all job vacancies for recent Graduates will be 
advertised. 

If you're looking for work or a even a change of direction, please take a look at the link below to see what's on offer. 
The page is updated regularly so please do keep an eye on it.

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/10959764

Offers for Alumni

* Please note, these offers are not arranged by the University, however we felt they may be of interest to you.

Buckingham alumni couple Irene Mutalemwa Woerle (LLB 2006, LLM 2007) and Norman Woerle 
(Economics, 2006) are operating a small business called Ngabi Tours and Safaris in Tanzania.

They would like to offer all Buckingham alumni a 10% on their packages. They hope that this will give alumni the 
chance to visit Tanzania and the National Parks, the Serengeti and of course, Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Irene and Norman also want to provide business opportunities to anyone interested in starting a travel/tour 
business in their country and work in association with them in Tanzania. 

FInd out more about what they offer at their website: www.ngabi.co.tz

If you are interested in either the discount or the business opportunity, please email Irene at either info@ngabi.
co.tz  or irene@ngabi.co.tz

Dubai Holidays are offering a 10% discount to all Buckingham alumni.

Simply visit https://dubaiholidays.co.uk and quote DubaiUni10 at checkout. 

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/10959764
http://www.ngabi.co.tz
mailto:info%40ngabi.co.tz%20?subject=
mailto:info%40ngabi.co.tz%20?subject=
mailto:irene%40ngabi.co.tz?subject=
https://dubaiholidays.co.uk
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