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Dear all,

As Vice-Chancellor of your University, I am writing to you with some 
very thrilling news that I know will delight you and give you great pride.  
Your alma mater is now the top ranked university for students in Britain.  
In addition to coming first among all universities (including Oxford, 
Cambridge, Imperial, UCL and LSE) in the government’s new ranking of 
teaching quality, published last month, we have learnt this week that we 
have also come the top university in Britain in the all-important table for 
Student Experience.  

It is with huge pride, and gratitude, that I write to you to let you know of these outstanding achievements.  
We still have much more to do, but with staff, students and alumni working so hard to spread the name of 
Buckingham both at home and abroad I foresee a very bright future.

It is no surprise to you that when British universities are shrinking in size with the market down 5% this 
year, the demand for Buckingham is up 25%.  It is no surprise to you that we have investment at an 
unprecedented level, with a vast new building for Economics and Social Sciences, as well as for Medicine.  
Wise people are coming to realise that it is much better to invest in or to give to Buckingham which is doing 
so incredibly well, than to the long established universities which people think have found life all too easy.

We now need to forge ahead and build dramatically on this momentum.  It will only enhance your own 
pride and life if Buckingham continues to grow in international repute.  I’m thus deeply grateful to those 
alumni whose generosity is powering us forward.  To you all, I ask for your continuing support whether it 
be promotion of the University, enrolment of friends and family (as I know so many of you already do) or 
financial support where it is possible.

I will do all that is within my power to raise the University to ever greater heights.  I simply ask that 
you support me, as best you can, to achieve all we can for our current and future graduates – our 
wonderful Buckingham family.

Best wishes,

Anthony Seldon
Vice-Chancellor

Announcements

The University of Buckingham is delighted to announce that former Coutts Chief Executive Rory Tapner 
has been appointed as the new Chair of its Council and former Chief Executive of UCAS Mary Curnock 

Cook is joining as a strategic adviser.

Rory was Chief Executive of Coutts from 2010-2015 and is currently Chairman of Sanctum Wealth Management, 
India and Chairman of British Ski and Snowboard.  He was previously Deputy Chairman of Council, Hon. Treasurer 

and Chair of the Finance Committee at King’s College, London.

Tapner brings with him a strong understanding of the Higher Education sector and a wealth of experience in 
university governance. He served on the Council of King’s College from 2007 until 2016.

Also joining the University is Mary Curnock Cook, former Chief Executive of UCAS. Between 2010 and 2017, Mary 
led the universities’ admissions body through one of the greatest periods of change in the UK Higher Education 
sector, overseeing its transition to a dynamic digital enterprise, handling more than 4 million applications each 

year.

For more information, please see the full press release below:
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-of-buckingham-appoints-rory-tapner-as-new-chair-of-

council-and-mary-curnock-cook-as-strategic-adviser/

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-of-buckingham-appoints-rory-tapner-as-new-chair-
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-of-buckingham-appoints-rory-tapner-as-new-chair-
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September Alumni Breakfast

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE

University of Buckingham
Class of

1996 - 2000
Reunion Dinner

FRIDAY 13 OCTOBER • 7PM

CHURCH HOUSE • GREAT SMITH STREET

 WESTMINSTER • LONDON

SW1P 3NZ

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-1996-2000/

CLASS OF 1996 - 2000
IT'S TIME TO REUNITE!

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-1996-2000/
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Alumni News

Asaad Galfout (Service 
Management, 2012) and his 

partner Imane have welcomed 
their first child, a son, Sami 

Montasir.

Sami was born on 1 July 2017.

We send our congratulations to 
Asaad and Imane on their new 

arrival!

Brandon Lewis (LLB, 1997) 
was appointed Minister of 
State for Immigration on 
11 June 2017. He has been 

serving as Conservative MP 
for Great Yarmouth since 

2010.

Congratulations on the new 
position, Brandon. We wish you 

the best of luck.

Cynthia Stroud (Business 
Administration, 2005) 

has appeared in a BBC TV 
programme.

The Programme is called 'The 
Sweet Makers: A Tudor Treat' and 

was aired on 19 July.

Please see the link below for more 
information.

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
mediacentre/proginfo/…/the-

sweet-makers

University News

On 19 July the Vice-Chancellor and the Alumni Office hosted a 'Meet the VC' evening for all current students at 
Ondaatje Hall. Pizza, beer and other refreshments were provided to entice them!

It was a wonderful opportunity for us start the alumni relationship before the students leave and for them to 
meet Sir Anthony and see his beautiful home. Due to the success we will be hosting more of these events in the 

coming months.

Christina Kirkpatrick, Cindy 
Jansz Henry Dakak Jr and 
Alison Marshall (l-r) had a 

reunion in The Ivy, Chelsea in 
July. They all studied History of 
Art and Heritage Management 

and graduated in either 2001 or 
2002. 

It's great to see them all back 
together again!

Llewellyn Cartwright (LLB, 1994) visited Buckingham in June. 
It had been a long time since Llewellyn had been back to 

Buckingham as he now lives in the Bahamas, so he decided to 
visit his old places of residence, Hailsham House and a cottage on 

Nelson Street.

It was great to welcome Llewellyn back.

Please do let us know if you're planning a trip to the University any time 
soon and we can arrange to meet with you!

David Stubbs (LLB, 2004) has been 
called to the Bar in Bermuda. 

We would like to send our congratulations 
to David, and wish him the best of luck in 

his future.

You can see David's alumni profile on our 
website here:

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/law/
alumni/stubbs

James Monaghan (MEd Educational 
Leadership, 2018) has a new 

position as Vice-Principal of the 
North London Collegiate School, 
Dubai. James has played a part in 
setting up the new school using his 

experience from setting up a school in 
South Korea in 2011.

Congratulations, James. We wish you 
all the best in your new venture!

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/proginfo//the-sweet-makers
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/proginfo//the-sweet-makers
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/proginfo//the-sweet-makers
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/law/alumni/stubbs
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/law/alumni/stubbs


Do you recognise anyone in the photograph? 
Please email any answers to Lucy at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the email 
address above.

Last Month...
We have had a number of 
responses to last month's 

photograph:
Dr Jill Hill (lecturer in French), 

Angie Yallop (Departmental 
secretary), 

Dr David Hunniford (Lecturer in 
German), 

Elena Durán (European 
Business Management, 1994), 

Vanessa Tetteh (European 
Business Management with 

French, 1994, Tourism, 1999), 
Tamsin Redman (Service 

Management, 1996) and Heena 
Amashi (Business Studies, 

1994). 
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August

30 August - The Duck Race (weather permitting) Midday - 2pm, Hunter Street Campus. You can purchase your 
ducks for £2 from Reception, Santander and the Student Union. Prize for race winner and best dressed duck.

September

27 September - Nuno Da Silva,(European Studies, 1992), Head of Brexit BNY Mellon will be giving a Breakfast talk 
on Wednesday 27th September 2017 at The Royal Overseas League, London.

Breakfast will be available from 8am, the talk will commence at 8:20am and will be followed by questions.
Places are limited, please contact helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to reserve a seat.

October

13 October - Alumni Reunion Dinner for the years 
1996-2000 at Church House, Westminster.

Along with the alumni there will also be a number of 
staff attending the dinner, including administrative 

staff and memorable lecturers. For further details and 
to purchase your tickets please click this link:

https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-
reunion-1996-2000/

The Distinguished Alumnus Award will be presented at 
this event, please remember to nominate someone by 
clicking on this link: 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards

8

Upcoming Events 2017

Photo Flashback

mailto:lucy.cato%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-1996-2000/ 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/alumni-reunion-1996-2000/ 
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please email alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Contact Us

Alumni Careers

Vertical Future (www.verticalfuture.co.uk) is a London-based technology start-up focused on improving health 
in cities. Founded in September 2016 the company aims to tackle specific issues relating to rapid urbanisation, 

including food sustainability, access to health care, and air pollution.
The company has three themes: Food, Digital, and Living. For each theme, the company is undertaking a different 

technology-based initiative and all three are at different stages of maturity. 

The company is offering two or possibly three internship roles, with the possibility of then taking on the 
candidate(s) for a full-time position. The initial internship will be for a period of six-months although the 

company will consider three-month internships in certain circumstances.  You will be exposed to Relationship 
Management, Finance, Marketing & Communications and Business Operations.

Please contact Careers@Buckingham.ac.uk for more information about this opportunity.

Overseas Visits

Buckingham alumni will be representing the University in Canada at the following fairs in the aim to 
recruit more students from the country. 

Calgary 
Jeanne Posey (LLB, 2015) 
23 September, 13:00 – 17:00

Vancouver
Stephanie Korour (LLB, 2014)
24 September, 13:00 – 17:00

Toronto
Alex Katznelson (LLB, 2016) 
1 October, 13:00 – 17:00

For more information about these fairs, please click this link: https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/canada-3/ 

Other upcoming overseas visit dates include:

-          Mauritius & UAE October 17 (Trisha Ray – International Office)
-          Nigeria October 17 (Tino Santonocito– International Office)
-          Jordan October 17 (Felicity Roberts–Holmes – English Dept. Academic)
-          Brussels Belgium November 17 (To be confirmed)
-          China & Thailand (Ben Charlton - International Office)

For more information on any of these trips please email Tino at tino.santonocito@buckingham.ac.uk

mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://www.verticalfuture.co.uk
mailto:Careers%40Buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/canada-3/
mailto:tino.santonocito%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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