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Welcome
Dear all,

A warm welcome to the March issue of the Newsletter. The marquee is going 
up in preparation for Graduation, and our congratulations go to all our newest 
alumni. We hope they will enjoy the occasion. 

This month we are removing the screenshot on the initial e-mail as we think 
this may be holding back delivery to some e-mail addresses. If this is the first 
issue you have received in some time, please do let us know.

We do hope that you may be able to come along to either the Swan Ball (19th 
March), the Weekend at Buckingham on 16th and 17th July, or the Dinner/
Dance at The Dorchester Hotel on 4th November (or all of them if you can!)

Details for these events and the links to purchase your tickets for The Swan 
Ball and The Dorchester can be found on page 7 of this Newsletter. 

Hoping to see you this year.

With very best wishes,

Anne
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Buckingham Polo Club

In May of 2015, The University of Buckingham Polo Club was reborn from the ashes of a 
twenty-year hiatus. The original club had only a handful of members including its founder 
David Ralley, as well as Chad Wold, James Bailey and Jeremy Tolhurst. They played only one 
match against Kirtlington Park Polo Club in the summer of 1995 before the club disbanded 
in the wake of the graduation of its founding members.

After an initially uphill struggle, English Literature student Tom Gordon-Colebrooke’s 
vision to reintroduce the Sport of Kings to Buckingham has been realised. In its current 
incarnation, the club boasts over twenty members from all corners of the globe, all training 
twice a week at the magnificent Dallas Burston Polo Club in Southam, Warwickshire. 
With the help of committee members Alexander Para and Andrew Turnbull, the club has 
gone from strength to strength, putting in a stellar performance to triumph over Moreton 
Morrell 14-6 in January; the Club’s first game in a 21-year period.

The club went on to have a thoroughly successful weekend at the SUPA Winter National 
Championships in February. At the largest Polo tournament ever held, with over 156 teams, 
Buckingham’s three-man team of Andrew Turnbull, Alexander Para and Tom Gordon-
Colebrooke finished 4th in class, placing higher than Universities such as York, Oxford 
Brookes, Royal Holloway and the University of London. This performance included 3-2 and 
5-1 victories against York and Loughborough respectively, two well-established clubs with 
large pools of students to pick from. As well as the team’s success, out of over 600 players, 
Buckingham’s very own Tom Gordon-Colebrooke was named Polo Times’ Most Valuable 
Player of the tournament.

The club are now looking ahead to the summer national championships in June, as well as 
organising several friendly matches against Manchester University, Bath Spa University, 
and many others. With more and more members joining every week, the University is 
aiming to enter three or four teams into the summer championships. 

Any alumni of Buckingham and their friends are more than welcome to attend one of our 
matches, just e-mail 1401696@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.

2016

1995

The University of Buckingham Polo Club has recently been revived after playing its last 
match some 20 years ago. Current Captain Tom Gordon-Colebrooke has written the 

following piece about the club and how they have progressed in recent months:

mailto:1401696%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


University News

George Jones (Law, 2005) married his partner 
Hannah on 2nd April 2015. 

The couple eloped to Newport, Rhode Island and 
told their friends and family about it the following 

day! This lovely photograph is from their ceremony.

 Many congratulations to them both, we send our 
very best wishes for the future.
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Alumni News

Alexis Forbes (Law, 2006) 
has published a collection of 
poems and short stories that 

he shared at Music Society 
events whilst studying at 

Buckingham. The collection 
is titled A Lifetime of 

Memories and is currently on 
Createspace.com, Amazon.
com, Kindle and also in the 

kindle library.

Well done Alexis, we wish you 
every success.

Our annual Graduation Ceremonies are due to take place this month. The celebrations will 
be held on Friday 18th and Saturday 19th March, with the Swan Ball taking place on the 

evening of the 19th.

We will be keeping our fingers crossed for good weather, and we send our congratulations 
in advance to all of our graduating students. We’re sure you will go on to do great things in 

whatever path you choose. Please don’t forget to stay in touch with us. We love to hear how you 
are and what you are doing.

Katie Balaam, Lecturer in 
Finance at the University 

and Buckingham alumnus 
(Business Studies, 2004), 

welcomed a baby boy, Thomas 
Keith Mitchell, on 8th February 
2016. Thomas weighed 7lb 7oz 

when he was born.

We send our congratulations 
to Katie and her husband Chris 

on the birth of their son, and 
can’t wait to meet him!

The Honourable Emeka Reginald Anohu (International 
Studies, 2005) has been elected to the Federal House 

of Representatives in the Nigerian Legislative House of 
Assembly. 

We send our congratulations to Emeka on this great 
achievement.

It was announced on 26th February that Lord Vinson, entrepreneur and co-founder of the Centre 
for Policy Studies, has made a gift of £5.5 million jointly to the University of Buckingham and the 

Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA) to widen understanding of the Constitution of Liberty.

The gift will go towards endowing the Vinson Centre for the Study of Liberal Economics, which will be 
placed at the heart of the University campus.

For more information on the proposed plans for the Vinson Centre and the gift from Lord Vinson, please 
see:

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/the-university-of-buckingham-to-launch-centre-for-
the-study-of-liberal-economics/

Buckingham’s unique BSc Business Enterprise course was 
mentioned in The Independent on 21st February 2016.

The article, ‘Never too Late to Learn’, tells the story of 
current student and business owner Lydia Rooney (Business 

Enterprise, 2017), and why the course is ideal for those aiming 
to set up and run their own businesses.

You can read the article by following this link:

https://webspace.buckingham.ac.uk/lift/r.pl?f=d8c24ca8f23c562a 

Jason Colchin-Carter (Business 
Studies, 1993) is joint curator 
of an exhibition at the Griffin 

Gallery in London. 

The exhibition is called  ‘In the 
End we are All Alone’ and will 

be on display at the gallery 
from 17th March - 22nd April 

2016. 

Please see this link to find out 
more:

https://griffingallery.co.uk/
exhibitions/in-the-end-we-

are-all-alone

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/the-university-of-buckingham-to-launch-centre-for-the-study-
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Photo Flashback
As our Graduation ceremonies are taking place this month, we have a Graduation flashback!

Do let us know if you are in this photograph, and what year you think it was taken.
Please e-mail any answers you have to Lucy, at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy 
know on the e-mail address above.

Last Month...
Thank you to everyone who 

responded to the picture in the 
February Newsletter.

The photograph was taken in June 
2006, and here are some of the names 

that we received:

Harin Sellahewa (Information 
Systems, 2001, and Computing, 2007) 

Shammi Kapil Sellahewa
 

Suthipas Ariyawatgul (Business 
Studies, 1995)

Alumni Events
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Events 2016
For your diaries, here is a list of the events taking place during next year both here and abroad. Please 

e-mail Helen at helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk for more information.

March 

Friday 18th & Saturday 19th  - Graduation Ceremonies 2016

Saturday 19th - The Swan Ball, 10pm - 6am
Tickets available here: http://bit.ly/1OUqZpT

Monday 21st - Alumni Meeting with Sir Anthony Seldon in Sao Paulo, Brazil

Tuesday 22nd - Alumni Meeting in Tokyo, Japan with Professor Alistair Alcock (Deputy Vice-Chancellor)

May

Wednesday 25th May - Concert by the Adderbury Ensemble

July

 Saturday 16th - Sunday 17th - A weekend of 40th Anniversary celebrations on the University campus to 
include talks, tours, performances, sport and much more. For more information please contact Bev Kelly 

on bev.kelly@buckingham.ac.uk

November

Friday 4th - A dinner and dance event is to be held at The Dorchester Hotel in London. This is our big 40th 
Anniversary celebration in the UK. More information is available here: 

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/40th-anniversary-dinner-and-dance/

Friday 18th - A 40th Anniversary Dinner and Dance event will be held in Lagos, Nigeria. More details will 
follow at a later date.
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Overseas Visits Alumni Offers

SNO Holidays are offering University of Buckingham alumni 5% 
off of the brochure price of their ski holidays.

To get your discount, please quote the offer code BucksSKI5 with your enquiry.

Please see their website (below) for more information about the holidays they have on offer!

https://www.sno.co.uk/
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please e-mail alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Contact Us

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation 

Publications Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Brazil 
Sir Anthony Seldon, Vice-Chancellor, will be visiting Sao Paulo in Brazil in March and hosting an alumni 

meeting on Monday 21st March. 

Please contact Anne Matsuoka for more information:
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Alistair Alcock will be travelling to Japan in March and hosting an 
event for Buckingham alumni in Shinjuku, Tokyo, on Tuesday 22nd March. 

Please contact Anne Matsuoka for further details:
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Japan

Other World Tour Dates

https://www.sno.co.uk/
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


Y E A R S

‘Flying on Our Own Wings’

The University of Buckingham 
celebrates...

16TH - 17TH JULY 2016 | A WEEKEND OF 
CELEBRATIONS ON THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

4TH NOVEMBER 2016 |  A DINNER AND DANCE 
EVENT AT THE DORCHESTER HOTEL IN LONDON
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http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alumni-office-buckingham-11079b14
https://twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
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