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Welcome
Dear All, 

It is hard to believe that we are already sending you the October issue of the 
newsletter.  Autumn is definitely on the way, and the campus is looking absolutely 
beautiful.  A rather damp summer, with lots of autumn sunshine, means some 
fantastic colours around campus at the moment.  I AM trying to make you feel 
nostalgic!
 
This month’s newsletter is full of your news and we are thrilled that so many of you 
are asking us to put updates into each issue.  Please do keep your stories coming, as 
it is so exciting to hear what you are up to and where you are now.
 
Details of our two upcoming events, the Alumni Reunion Dinner and Alumni 
Breakfast can be found here and if you graduated between 1991-1995, and can 
come to the dinner on 8th October, please do let me know.  It would be amazing to 
see you there.
 
If you are based in China, Hong Kong, India or Japan, please do look out for details 
of trips to these places.  Full details on the China trip by the Business School and 
Japan (me) are in this issue.  Details of visits to Shanghai and Hong Kong by the Sir 
Anthony Seldon at the end of October, and a visit to India by Mrs Deba Bardhan-
Correia (MSc Service Management ’01), Academic Director of the Business School, 
in December, will be sent soon. 
 
With very best wishes and please stay in touch,
Anne
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Announcements

The 2015 issue of the alumni magazine, The Independent, is out now and available to read 
online!

If you would like to read in-depth articles about the latest Buckingham news, please click the below 
link to be directed to the full PDF. Some of the interesting articles included are: an introductory 
piece on new Vice-Chancellor Sir Anthony Seldon, an article written by Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Alistair Alcock, and an overview of the Graduation ceremonies and Honorary Graduates 

from March 2015.

PDF available here:
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/summer-2015.pdf

If we have your accurate postal address, you should have already received a copy of The Independent. 
If you haven’t received your copy, please email us on                                            

alumni@buckingham.ac.uk with an up-to-date postal address, and we will ensure you are put on 
the mailing list.
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We are thrilled to announce that we have been named 
The Times and The Sunday Times University of the Year for 

Teaching. 

The result comes within The Times and The Sunday Times’s 
Good University Guide 2016, which also sees Buckingham 
place 38th in the overall ranking, putting us in the top third for 

overall quality.

Sir Anthony Seldon, the new Vice-Chancellor, said:
“This is an outstanding achievement for one of the country’s 
smallest universities. We treat our students as individuals and 
have an open door policy when it comes to seeing lecturers and 

seeking any sort of help.”

This is a huge achievement for the University, and we are 
excited to see what new avenues it might open for us, and how 

many new students it may bring to the table. 

For more on this great success, please see: 
http://bit.ly/1NHGXoV

Buckingham has come top of the 
Complete University Guide’s ranking 
for the safest University campus in 

England and Wales.

We are very proud of our safe and 
beautiful campus, and are thrilled to win 

the top place in this ranking. 

For more information, please see:

http://bit.ly/1NFOG6U

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/summer-2015.pdf
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/summer-2015.pdf
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
http://bit.ly/1NHGXoV
http://bit.ly/1NFOG6U
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We Welcome Sir Anthony Seldon

Lady Keswick, the Chancellor of the 
University, has said: 

“We are very pleased indeed at this 
announcement.  Sir Anthony has transformed 
two large independent schools, Brighton 
College and Wellington College, and made 
each of them formidably strong institutions.  
He is also a distinguished academic in his own 
right, and pioneer in the fields of contemporary 
history, political science and positive 
psychology.  We believe he has the mixture 
of leadership, innovation and academic track 
record to make the University of Buckingham 
one of Britain’s leading universities.”

On 1st September 2015 we welcomed our new Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon. 
Sir Anthony has taken over from Professor Terence Kealey, who left the University last summer to 
pursue a major project in Washington DC. Professor Alistair Alcock has been in position as Acting-Vice 
Chancellor between Professor Kealey’s departure and the appointment of Sir Anthony Seldon, and will 
now take up the position of Deputy Vice-Chancellor.

Sir Anthony is a political historian, author/editor of over 35 books, and commentator on education and 
contemporary Britain. Alongside Lord Hennessy, he founded the Institute of Contemporary British 
History, the UK’s leading centre for research and study into contemporary British history, and also co-
founded Action for Happiness with Lord Layard.  He is a governor at the Royal Shakespeare Company 
and advisor to a wide variety of governmental and charitable institutions.  He is the honorary historian 
of Downing Street, and his official history of Downing Street is due to be published next year.

Having left his position as Headmaster at Wellington College in August 2015, Sir Anthony has been 
looking forward to taking Buckingham under his wing. He says: 

Sir Anthony has already expressed his interest in communicating and meeting our alumni, and will be 
attending the 1991-1995 Reunion Dinner on 8th October as his first meeting with alumni. He will also be 
giving a speech about his hopes for Buckingham’s future, entitled ‘New Vision for Buckingham’, which 
will give you an insight into how he is planning to improve and expand the University.

We send our warmest welcomes to Sir Anthony, and we look forward to a bright future under his 
leadership.

“I am delighted to be taking over at the University of Buckingham, which my father, Arthur Seldon CBE, 
helped to found 40 years ago. There are many exciting developments already in train at Buckingham, 
including the new medical school. I am looking forward to building on the excellent work of Professor 

Terence Kealey, and working with the outstanding staff to make it a truly pioneering academic 
institution.”



University News

The Institute of International Monetary Research

Professor Tim Congdon, leading UK Monetarist and Research 
Associate at the University, has recently founded the Institute of 

International Monetary Research. For more information, please see: 

http://www.mv-pt.org/

Stephen Tupper (Law with French, 1981), led a 
successful career spanning 30 years as a competition/

regulatory lawyer with large international law firms, and 
has now set-up his own practice.  He plans to maintain 
the specialism he first developed when completing a 

European Studies degree at UCB whilst broadening out 
into more general areas of commercial advice.

For more information, please see:
http://www.tupperslaw.co.uk

\

Dinesh Rajp (Law, 2003) was featured in the BBC South 
East Today news on 2nd September 2015. Dinesh appeared 
as a mediation specialist, and was speaking about the issue 

surrounding an out of control rubbish tip on his client’s land in 
Orpington, Kent. The story is becoming known throughout the 
UK, and had received exposure on Sky and ITV news, as well as 

the BBC. 
Dinesh has this to say about his client and the case:

“Mr Beesley is an 83 year old man with dementia. His daughter, 
Genevieve Foster has power of attorney for him. The contention 
is that Bromley Council & the Environment Agency want to send 
him a bill of approximately £3-4 million to clear the site. It is on 

his land but it was the Agency and the Council whom gave a 
license to a company whom should never have been granted one. 

No rights were given by my client as landowner to permit the 
company to use the land. The Agency and the Council failed to 

carry out proper checks or monitor the land properly.”

Santia Rasanayagam (Law, 1997) and her husband 
Demetrios Papachristopoulos welcomed their second 

child, a son,  Aiden Andreas Papachristopoulos, on 
11th May 2015.   

Aiden weighed 7 pounds 3 ounces at birth. Many 
congratulations to you both on the birth of your 

bouncing baby boy! 

Sang Jun Kwak (Accounting and Financial 
Management, 2000) visited us at the Alumni Office 

on Wednesday 23rd September with his family. Sang 
Jun brought his wife Yoong Hee Kim, son Dong Yun, and 
daughter Jae Young, to visit Buckingham and show them 
where he had studied and gained his valuable memories. 
We love when alumni come to visit us, it’s great to catch 

up and reunite with old faces.
If you would like to pay us a visit, please email Anne at 

anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk to make sure that 
we are around on the day you are planning.

James Barclay (Business Studies, 2008) and his wife 
Marta welcome the arrival of Hugh Graham James 

Barclay on 22nd September 2015. Our congratulations 
go to them both on their new addition!
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The University is now offering 3 year degree programmes for a 
number of their courses. This differs from our usual 2 year degree 

programmes, giving you the first year as a foundation, allowing you 
to have 3 terms a year instead of our usual 4 and the traditional long 

summer break that other universities enjoy.

The three year degree is now available on a number of our degree 
programmes, including: 

Law
English Literature 

International Studies

For more information, please call Admissions on: 
+44 (0)1280 814080
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Alumni News

Defining Digital Dickens

The University of Buckingham has been awarded a grant to help with hosting an event - Defining 
Digital Dickens - at the UK’s national festival of the humanities from 12th - 22nd November.

The event involves a series of workshops, talks and readings - including one event in Buckingham 
- and a closing reception at the Charles Dickens Museum with a chance to view the final day of the 

Edwin Drood exhibition, curated by the University’s Dr. Pete Orford. 

This has been made possible by a grant from the festival organisers, the School of Advanced 
Study, University of London, and The University of Buckingham has been awarded more than 

£1,000.

For more information about the event, please see: http://bit.ly/1HuvG7G

Professor John Drew Dr Pete Orford

One of our visiting students, award 
winning author Chris Campanioni 

(English Literature, 2006), has 
published a new book. The book is 
entitled ‘Tourist Trap (or: How I Paid 
My Way Through Grad School)’ and 

was partly inspired by Chris’s time at 
Buckingham. 

To read an interview with Chris, (in 
which he mentions Buckingham), 
please see: http://bit.ly/1PB2opf

Olabisi Soyebo (Law, 1987) has been named as one of 
Nigeria’s Female Senior Advocates by All Africa. 

For more information on her great achievement, please 
see: 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201509180180.html

Leonard Brewer (Accounting and 
Economics, 1990), set up a tech start-

up, My Sidekick Directory Services 
(PTY) Ltd, with fellow alumnus 

Charles Guise-Brown (Accounting 
and Economics, 1990). Leonard and 

Charles have recently developed a 
shopping app for My Sidekick, and are 
currently in the process of making the 
app more suitable for user demands. 
You can read more about the app and 

it’s many uses here:
 http://www.mysidekick.co.za

Dinah Amat Daud (Law, 2000) was 
awarded the Chevening Scholarship 

by the British High Commission 
on Tuesday 1st September.  Dinah 

will be pursuing a Masters in Applied 
Security Strategy at the Institute of 
Security and Strategy, University of 

Exeter.
Very well done, Dinah.

http://www.mv-pt.org/
http://www.tupperslaw.co.uk
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Visit%20to%20Buckingham
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Visit%20to%20Buckingham
http://bit.ly/1HuvG7G
http://bit.ly/1PB2opf
http://allafrica.com/stories/201509180180.html
http://www.mysidekick.co.za
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Photo Flashback
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This month’s photograph was taken outside the Tanlaw Mill. 

Are you in this photograph? Or do you know anyone who is? Can you give us an idea of the year it was 
taken?

Please do let us know, your answers are very helpful and allow us to correctly archive the photographs so 
that nobody within them is forgotten.

Please email any answers you have to Lucy, at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

Last Month...

Thank you to everyone who responded to 
the picture in the  September Newsletter. 

The names we received (in order of left to 
right) are:

Enric Catá (Business Studies, 1992) 
Iban Ortuzar (Economics, 1992) 
Annick Cusnir (Business Studies, 1992)
Yoram Janowski (Economics, 1992) 
James Scanlan (Economics, 1992)

Alumni Events

Please join us at Church House, Westminster for the 
1991-1995 Reunion Dinner!

If you graduated from the University of Buckingham 
between 1991 and 1995, you are invited to attend this 
year’s reunion dinner. 

The event will consist of a drinks reception on arrival, 
followed by a three course dinner. It will be a wonderful 
chance to catch up with your fellow graduates, as well 
as current and former staff. A list of names of those 
attending will be posted on the University website. 

The University’s new Vice Chancellor, Sir Anthony 
Seldon, will be speaking at the event, giving an insight 
into his vision for Buckingham in the coming years. His 
talk will be entitled: New Vision for Buckingham.
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8th October: 1991-1995 Reunion Dinner

Time: 6.30pm - 10.30pm
Venue: Church House, Dean’s Yard, Westminster, London, SW1P 3NZ

10th November: Alumni Breakfast

Time: 8am - 9am
Venue: The Royal Over-Seas League, Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street, London, SW1A 1LR

We will be hosting another of our Alumni Breakfasts in early November. The 
breakfasts are a great opportunity to reunite with alumni, network and meet 
new faces, whilst also enjoying a presentation from a guest speaker and a 
complimentary breakfast. 

The November Breakfast is aimed at Law alumni, and the guest speaker is 
Tuvia Borok. 

Tuvia is an Executive Director and Senior Counsel in the London office of 
Goldman Sachs, a multinational investment banking firm. Prior to joining 
Goldman Sachs, Tuvia was a senior counsel in the London legal department 
of BNP Paribas, and previously in private practice in Toronto, London and 
Moscow. In 2014, Tuvia was awarded one of four Rising Stars Under 40 
Awards in Europe by the LGBT Bar.

Please email Lucy at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk to register your 
interest.

We do hope to see you there! 

To purchase your ticket, please click the link below:
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/1991-1995-reunion-dinner/

mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Photo%20Flashback
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=November%20Breakfast%20Enquiry
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/1991-1995-reunion-dinner/
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Overseas Visits

Alumni Mentoring
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Offers for Alumni
There are many perks to being a Buckingham Alumnus, and 
offers for alumni is just one of them! Have a look below to see 

one of the new offers we have available.

We are always looking for new information to include within our newsletters, so if you have anything that you would 
like to be included or advertised within the next newsletter, please let Lucy know and she will make sure that it has 

a place.

Contact Us

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338
Email: 

anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133
Email: 

alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation 

Publications Administrator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Email: 

lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

At Buckingham we offer a mentor service to all of our 
current students and alumni. The purpose of this service is to 
encourage students/alumni to help each other in their chosen 

professions and career paths.

We currently have mentors in the following subject areas: 

English Language Skills, Marketing, Computing, Psychology, 
Security and Intelligence, Transport Planning.

The mentor scheme takes place primarily over email, and is a 
way to gain career advice from fellow alumni who have excelled 

in their field. 

If you are interested in getting in touch with a mentor, or 
possibly becoming a mentor yourself, please email Lucy at 

lucy.cato2@buckngham.ac.uk for more information. 

Mrs. Anne Matsuoka will be visiting Japan in October. 
Anne will be hosting two alumni events whilst in Japan, one in Tokyo on 

Wednesday 21st October and another in Osaka on Thursday 22nd October.
She would love to see as many Buckingham alumni as possible whilst visiting 

the country, so please get in touch if you are interested in meeting with her. 
 For more information on venues and timing, or should you wish to attend 

these events, please email Anne in advance.
 She can be reached at:

anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

A Buckingham alumnus, Panida Makaranurak (Business 
Economics 1998), has opened a holiday resort in Nongkhai, 
Thailand. The hotel is called ‘The Garden Resort’, and she would 
love it if any current students or alumni would like to visit if ever 

in Thailand. 

You can access the website here:
http://www.thegardenresort-nk.com

Or, alternatively, the Facebook page is available here:
https://www.facebook.com/thegardenresortnongkhai?_

rdr=p

Buckingham Business School and Foundation Department will be visiting China 
between October 23rd and November 3rd taking part in the China Education Expo 
CEE fairs. We would very much like to meet up with Buckingham alumni at the venues 

listed. 

Beijing- Saturday 24/Sunday 25th October, 9am-4pm, China National Convention 
Centre.

Chengdu - Tuesday 27th Oct, 1pm-5pm, Intercontinental Century City. 
Guangzhou - Thursday 29th Oct, 1pm-5pm, Shangri-La Hotel.

 Shanghai - Saturday 31st Oct/Sunday 1st Nov, 10am-4pm, Shanghai World Expo and 
Exhibition Centre.

 
In addition, we are holding an alumni event on the evening of Friday 23rd October in 

Beijing (venue to be confirmed) and would love to see Buckingham alumni.
For more information, please contact :

Joanna Leach - joanna.leach@buckingham.ac.uk
John Spoerry - john.spoerry@buckingham.ac.uk

Danielle Robertson - danielle.robertson@buckingham.ac.uk

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Administrator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Email: 

helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Interest%20in%20Japan%20visit
http://www.thegardenresort-nk.com
https://www.facebook.com/thegardenresortnongkhai?_rdr=p
https://www.facebook.com/thegardenresortnongkhai?_rdr=p
mailto:joanna.leach%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=China%20Trip
mailto:john.spoerry%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=China%20Trip
mailto:danielle.robertson%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=China%20Trip
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter


‘Flying on Our Own Wings’

Apply for your place at The University of Buckingham online today. We have a 
beautiful campus, a variety of interesting and exciting courses, and have been 

named The Times and The Sunday Times’s University of the Year for our high 
quality teaching. 

Please see our website for more information:

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk

http://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/alumni-office-buckingham/14/79b/110
http://www.twitter.com/UniBuckingham
http://www.twitter.com/UniofBuckingham
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk

	anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

