
 

The Newsletter of The University of Buckingham Alumni Office | July 2015 

 

It is with great regret that the University has learned of the death of Professor Keith Shaw. Keith Shaw 
was a distinguished economist, and a graduate of the London School of Economics and Columbia where he received his 
PhD. He served the University for many years as a Professor of Economics, and (from 1983 to 1990) as Dean of the School 
of  Accounting Business and Economics. He published in the field of fiscal policy and acted as a consultant to many            
international organisations. In addition to his individual research he co-authored books and papers with Professor Alan 
Peacock, and wrote a major textbook on Macroeconomics with Professor David Greenaway. He remained  an  Emeritus 
Professor after his  retirement although his visits were greatly limited by his declining health. All his friends and colleagues 
at the University send their sincere condolences to his wife, Zchina Dowlatshahi (Business Studies ’85), and family. 
 

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of former Professor of Education at the University, Sir 
Chris Woodhead 1946-2015. Acting Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alistair Alcock, said: “Professor Chris Woodhead played a 
critical part in founding the School of Education here at Buckingham. This concept of a Postgraduate Certificate of Education for 
training teachers based on practice at the teachers’ schools has now become an  accepted part of the Educational scene. In a little 
over a decade the School of Education has moved from being a start-up  maverick to a mainstream educator. That was only              
possible because of Christopher’s pioneering spirit, a spirit that seemed quite unquenched by his prolonged illness. The University 
and the world of education will miss him.” 

For more, please see: http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/sirchristopherwoodhead  

  

The Independent 

We apologise for the delay and would like to let you know that the next issue of the Independent will be sent out in July.  

We would also like to let you know that the Independent will now be produced once a year.  It will be rather more lengthy than 
the current publication, and will have a more academic feel (as has been the case over the past few years).   

The revamped monthly update will include much more of the “alumni family news” that you might wish to see more often than 
just once a year. 

 

All nominations are in for the Distinguished Alumnus Award! We are pleased to announce that Dr Paul Davis (English 
Literature 1994) has been named as the winner. Not only is Paul successful in his own field, but he has been particularly noted for his tirele ss contri-
butions to the University, especially the departments of English and History, including regularly attending meetings of the Swan and Pen Literary Society, 
and supporting the University through attending research seminars and graduation ceremonies.  

As Paul is a graduate from one of the 1991-1995 cohorts, he will be presented with his award at the Reunion Dinner on 8th October. Many congratulations, 
Paul.  

 

Alumni Newsletter 

Announcements 

Dear All, 
 

Our Marketing Department would like our help in asking you if you might be happy to share your career 
information with them for their forthcoming promotion campaign.  They would love to hear from you, 
especially if you came to Buckingham via Clearing.  Please do let us know if we can send your further 
details and we will then put you in touch with them.  Your help (to include 250 words (maximum) and a 
photo) would be VERY much appreciated. 

Also PLEASE do look at the information on the event to be held on campus on Friday, 24th  July.  If you 
are able to come along, we would be thrilled to see you.  It is not a full-blown summer party, but we can 
certainly try and make it into one! 

It is also an ideal opportunity to look at all the changes on campus, meet staff and students… and revisit 
the bar! 
 

Hope to see you soon, 

Anne 

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-of-buckinghams-former-professor-of-education-sir-christopher-woodhead-1946-2015/?utm_content=buffer6359d&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer


24th July—An Afternoon at Buckingham 

We would like to invite you to visit Buckingham on the afternoon of Friday, 24th July. We regret that we have had 

to cancel the Summer Party, but we will be arranging an event at the University instead. We will be hosting a tea  

party, with an update by Professor Alistair Alcock (Acting VC), followed by a tour of the campus, with a drinks     

reception and a buffet dinner in the evening.   

This would be a great opportunity for some of you who have not visited recently to return to the Buckingham   

campus and see all of the changes that have taken place in recent years, visit the new Medical School, see the new 

site (as yet undeveloped) and meet up with other alumni and some of the current students and staff. 

The event will begin at 4pm and we anticipate the night to draw to a close at around 9pm, although there will 

be a Student Union event taking place afterwards which you are welcome to attend. The University Bar will, 

of course, be open.  

If you are interested in attending this event, please email Anne at anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk  to book 

your place. 

 

8th October - 1991 – 1995 Reunion Dinner 

Time: 6.30pm – 10.30pm 

Venue: Church House, Dean’s Yard, Westminster, London SW1P 3NZ 

Ticket Price: £55 
 

Please join us at Church House, Westminster, for the 1991-1995 Reunion                 
Dinner. 

If you graduated from the University of Buckingham between 1991 and 1995, you are invited to attend this year’s 
reunion dinner. The evening will consist of a drinks reception on arrival, 
followed by a three course dinner. It will be a  wonderful chance to catch 
up with your fellow graduates, as well as current and former staff. A list 
of the names of those attending will be posted on the website. 

The University’s new Vice Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, will be        
speaking at the event, giving an insight into his vision for  Buckingham in 
the coming years. His talk will be entitled: New Vision for Buckingham. 

If you have any photographs from your time at Buckingham that you 
would like us to share with other guests, we will be producing a small 
leaflet for the event and would appreciate it if you could send them over 

to Lucy at  lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk. We do hope to see you there! 

Alumni Events 
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Orpheus in the Underworld by Offenbach, Lecture to be given by Professor Alistair Alcock, Acting Vice-Chancellor and 

Jeff Clarke, Artistic Director, Opera della Luna, on Tuesday 14th July at 6.30pm in the Radcliffe Centre, University of                

Buckingham. Alistair and Jeff will be talking about the circumstances in which the opera was written and the problems of  

putting on an up-to-date version of it. Opera della Luna will be performing Orpheus in the Underworld at Stowe on the 18th 

and 19th July 2015. For more information, please see: http://www.operadellaluna.org/stowe/ 

 

The University of Buckingham is offering a 33% discount on course fees for all Taught Postgraduate programmes for home 

and  overseas applicants who hold a bachelor’s degree with first class honours (the degree must be recognised to UK             

standards). Please call the Finance Office on 01280 820393 for more information. 

 

The Department of Security and Intelligence Studies has a new programme starting in September 2015. The programme 

being offered is an MA in Law Enforcement Security and Intelligence. The programme is aimed at anyone who is currently 

working in or is interested in beginning a career in law enforcement, whether it be domestically or internationally. You can 

read more about this new programme at:                                                                                                                                                                               

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/law-enforcement-security-intelligence 

 

The University of Buckingham English Department wins an award to host ‘Defining Digital Dickens’ an event for the 

National Humanities Festival. The University has been awarded a grant to host ‘Defining Digital Dickens’ at the UK           

Festival of Humanities set over 11 days, Being Human 2015. The event takes place in November and involves a series of       

workshops, talks, readings and a closing reception at the Charles Dickens Museum (with a final chance to see Dr Pete             

Orford’s Edwin Drood Exhibition). Dean of Humanities, Professor John Drew, said: “I am delighted that the University of 

Buckingham will be contributing so much to this year’s Festival as funded participants. It’s a fantastic opportunity for us to 

bring together all the different online communities we’ve helped create through different strands of out work with different 

partner organisations.” 

K Law Solicitors, founded by Kirsten von Wedel (International Relations 1996) has been awarded  "Insurance Litigation Law 
Firm of the Year" by Worldwide Financial Advisor Awards Magazine. Congratulations on your success Kirsten, we wish you the very best for 
the future. 
 

John Dale (Law 1995) visited the Philippines in May to give presentations to small 
local  ambulance services. John’s charity, Tarsier UK, (which unfortunately has had to 
close), was providing support for these ambulance services (which offer their help free of 
charge to the public), in the form of equipment and training. The photograph shows the 
Dreams   Rescue service of the city of Mati in the Davao Oriental Province, for which  
Tarsier UK provided a complete set of equipment and an  ambulance. Well done for all 
your hard work  to help and support this very important service.   
 

Guy Opperman (Law 1983) has been re-elected as Conservative MP for Hexham, Northumberland and Michael Ellis (Law 1990) has 
been re-elected as Conservative MP for Northampton. Well done to you both, it’s great to see Buckingham alumni making the headlines.  

 

 

Pushpi Weerakoon (Law 2002) graduated from Harvard Kennedy School in May, with a masters in Public        

Administration. Our congratulations go to Pushpi. 

 

David Powell (History, Politics and English Literature 1984) sadly 
passed away on 5th April 2015 at the age of 53. As David’s classmate 
and friend Michael Karam has said: ‘He was a truly remarkable man, 

blessed with a brilliant mind (one he would freely admit he didn't fully deploy), an outlandish sense 
of humor, warmth and generosity of spirit. To those who knew him and enjoyed his company and 
friendship, a light has gone out.’ David leaves behind his wife, Liz, and son, Tom (pictured with 
David to the right). Our thoughts go out to them at this difficult time.  

Other News 

Alumni News 
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In this month’s flashback we are looking back quite a few years!  

Are you in this photo, or do you know anybody who is? Can you give an indication of the year that it was taken or where on 
campus? 

Your replies are thoroughly appreciated and help us archive these photographs to ensure that those pictured within them are 
not forgotten.  

We would love to hear from you. 

Please email any answers you have to Lucy, at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk 

Photo Flashback 

We are excited to be reviving the University of Buckingham Mentoring             

System! If you are looking for career advice or guidance, then we may be able 

to help you by putting you in contact with one of our mentors. All mentors 

are University alumni, and we currently have mentors in the following areas:       

English Language Skills, Marketing, Psychology, Computing and Transport 

Planning. 

If you are interested in either getting in contact with one of our mentors or 

becoming a mentor yourself, please contact Lucy at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk to find out more. 

mailto:lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk
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Anne Matsuoka 

Head of Alumni Relations & Graduation 

Tel:        +44 (0)1280 820338 

Email:     anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk 

 

 

Pam Lindsay 

Data Coordinator  

Tel:        +44 (0)1280 820133 

Email:     pam.lindsay@buckingham.ac.uk 

 

 

Lucy Cato 

Alumni & Graduation Office Administrator 

Tel:        +44 (0)1280 827522 

Email:     lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk 

A Buckingham alumnus has recently opened The Windmill Phuket Hotel in Phucket,           
Thailand, and is offering a 10% discount for other Buckingham alumni!  

You can view details of the hotel at: www.thewindmillphuket.com and use the code BUCKS to 
receive your discount.  
 

Impetus-PEF are a philanthropic charity supporting other charities that work with children and young people from 
less advantaged communities and environments. They are currently seeking three new members to join their            
Investment Management Team and believe these roles could appeal to some of you. For more information, and how to 
apply, please email Anne at anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk.  

If you have anything you would like to be included in the next update, please let us know. 

If you are accessing this via our website and would like to receive the alumni newsletter via email, please send 

your email address to alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we will send the monthly newsletter to you directly. 

The Mongol Rally  

Offers for Alumni 

Laura Dawson, a member of the Buildings and Maintenance Department 
here at the University will be taking part in the Mongol Rally, driving from 
London to Russia (Ulan Ude) with three strangers from three different              
countries. The Rally is carried out for charity, and to add to the fun, they will 
be driving the full distance in a wacky 1998 Renault Clio. Their aim is to raise at 
least £2,000, which will be split between the charities Cool Earth, Doctors 
without Borders and London Air Ambulance. If the car is in a drivable state upon 
their arrival, the team will also be driving it back.  
 

If you would like to donate to help Laura and her team reach their goal, please 
visit the website: www.strangefellows.xyz.  
 

If you would be interested in following the team's progress, please like them 
on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TeamStrangeFellows or follow 
them on Twitter: @teamstrangef.  

Felicty Roberts Holmes will be in Cyprus in August, and Jamie Lee-Brown will be attending two events in Hong Kong, 
also in August. For more information about their visits, including dates, times and locations, please take a look at           
the overseas visits page on the University website:  

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/international/overseas-trips/ 

Overseas Visits 
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