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“
“

If we never do anything 
which has not been done 
before, we shall never get 

anywhere. The law will 
stand still whilst the rest of 
the world goes on; and that 

will be bad for both.

Magna Carta: Living the Legacy, 1215 - 2015

Turn to page six to read about our Magna Carta lecture series 

Lord Denning (Packer v Packer [1954] P. 15 at 22)
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Message from the Dean of Law

We are particularly proud to have been awarded ‘University of the Year’ for Teaching Quality by The Times and Sunday 
Times. Sir Anthony Seldon, the new Vice-Chancellor, said: “This is an outstanding achievement for one of the country’s 
smallest universities. We treat our students as individuals and have an open door policy when it comes to seeing 
lecturers and seeking any sort of help”.

Research is also important to us. This year two of our postgraduates were awarded Doctorates and our own faculty 
members have also been publishing across a range of subjects (see ‘Quiet Flow the Dons’). Their research has also 
made an impact in the world in solving and tackling some key legal and social issues.

The Law School students also enjoy a nationwide reputation in national mooting and negotiation competitions. We 
provide extra curricular opportunities from our Centre for Professional Practice including the ‘Street Legal’ placement 
scheme, our Law Clinic, our Legal Workshop and Legal Drafting opportunities. They are just some of the  many ways in 
which we assist you to  develop and further your confidence, personal development and legal skills so you can become 
‘ambassadors’ for the University, for your countries and for yourselves.

We have a truly wonderful and dedicated teaching and administration team to support you every step of the way and 
we promise you we will.  But the teaching and learning of skills is nothing without principle. We are committed as 
lawyers in our teaching and in our lives to furthering those principles upon which justice is founded, principles which 
were marked in those early days by Magna Carta in 1215 and further expounded and embellished over the centuries. 
These principles we instil in our students.

You will see when you read through these pages that we have certainly not stood still. “If we never do anything which 
has not been done before, we shall never get anywhere. The law will stand still whilst the rest of the world goes on; and 
that will be bad for both.” Lord Denning (Packer v Packer [1954] P. 15 at 22).

Professor Susan Edwards, Dean of Law

Professor Susan Edwards

I am delighted to be invited to write the introduction to ‘Law Brief,’ our Winter 2016 
Law School newsletter. And I do so as the Dean of the Law School. I am very proud 
of what you our students and Alumni and staff have achieved in 2015. We continue 
to thrive and grow and students from all over the world who study with us go on to 
achieve an excellent LLB [Hons] degree in law. 

Teaching is vitally important to us. In 2015, The University of Buckingham received 
the ultimate accolade – The Times and The Sunday Times ‘University of the Year’ 
for Teaching Quality 2015 – 16. This follows a decade in which the University 
has consistently led the way with the most satisfied students, according to the 
National Student Survey (NSS). The University, which has jumped ten places to 38 
in the rankings, and is now in the top third for overall quality, is one of just six UK 
Universities being awarded in different categories in this year’s Times and Sunday 
Times University Guide.
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Meet our new Vice-Chancellor 

Welcome to Law students

You are joining one of the great Law Schools in British universities and one that I am very 
proud of, guided as it is so well by Professor Susan Edwards, at the head of a remarkable 
academic and support team.

Buckingham is on the up and up.  As you know we are top of the country for teaching 
quality, ahead of all other universities, and we are also at the top for staff/student ratios, 
student satisfaction, employability and safety.  

We need to rise through the tables now on the percentage of top degrees.  All of you can 
play your part by ensuring that you get 2.1s or Firsts.  Achieving this will of course be in 
your interests. Whereas getting any degree at all from Buckingham is a very fine thing, 
and some people might believe that a degree of any class is all that matters, there is no 
doubt that you will be helping your employment prospects as well as your enjoyment of 
the course if you achieve a 2.1 or a First.  It’s not so very hard to do and the key is to begin 
working very hard at the outset of the course and to keep going.  It will, I promise, be 
worth it.  

I look forward to meeting you personally.

Best wishes

Anthony Seldon

Vice-Chancellor
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‘University of the Year’ for Teaching Quality 2016 

This year the University was awarded the accolade of ‘University of the Year for 
Teaching Quality 2016’ by The Times and Sunday Times Good University Guide. 
How did this come about?

The University attributes its overall success to the tutorial teaching system 
conducted in small groups of no more than six to eight students, which means 
that teaching is personalized, allowing students to make better progress. Very 
few universities maintain a real tutorial system, and Buckingham is one of those 
few. However, it is interesting to analyse what particular strengths the Law 
School contributed to this success. 

First, there is the sense of community. Lecturers are not remote or distant: it is 
a community of trust in which lecturers can challenge students and students 
can challenge lecturers, where the aim is learning and improvement, and no one 
stands above that. 

GOOD
UNIVERSITY
GUIDE
2016
UNIVERSITY
OF THE YEAR
FOR TEACHING

Secondly, there is the quality of research within the Law School, without which high quality teaching cannot happen. 
Examples include Professor Susan Edwards, who is one of the nation’s leading academics on the relationship 
between criminal law and gender, Dr Francis Grimal, who produces high quality research in the area of ‘Use of Force’ 
in international law and Dr Sarah Sargent, who publishes in the areas of legal theory, family law and indigenous 
rights. 

Thirdly, our academics also have impact beyond academia, which enriches the experience of our students. For 
example, Professor R A Watt, an electoral law expert, sat on the Advisory Group for the Law Commission, which 
is currently considering major reforms to UK electoral law; he also submitted evidence to the ‘Review of Electoral 
Fraud’ conducted by Sir Eric Pickles MP. Another example is Dr Patricia Covarrubia, who has been appointed the 
Intellectual Property Expert for the ‘Latin American Intellectual Property Rights in Small and Medium Enterprises 
Helpdesk’ project, co-founded by the European Commission in liaison with the University of Alicante in Spain. 
Finally, Dr Adolfo Paolini, an insurance and corporate law expert, was invited by the New Zealand Insurance Law 
Association, to deliver a paper about two recent UK Supreme Court decisions which may have reshaped civil liability 
insurance.

Lady Keswick, 
our Chancellor, 

speaking at 
Graduation 

2015
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Magna Carta Lecture Series - Buckingham  

Buckingham features in the history of Magna Carta. Knights Robert and Henry of Braybrook, 
father and son and sheriffs of Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire-Buckinghamshire, raised large 
sums for King John’s Exchequer. Money was central to Magna Carta, as raising money for the King 
without the barons’ consent was resisted. Taxes were not handed over with equanimity: barons 
from across England, including Buckinghamshire, objected. Magna Carta was the result. So it is 
fitting that the University of Buckingham Law School should celebrate and contemplate Magna 
Carta’s 800 year anniversary. 

The series began in May with a keynote lecture by Visiting Professor Michael Beloff, QC, which 
traversed Magna Carta in the courtroom over the centuries. This lively and informative exposition 
illuminated a not often remarked reality: that Magna Carta is more often called upon in the 
name of justice outside the courts than within them. Although Magna Carta is spoken of as the 
lynchpin of the British justice system, comparatively it rarely rates a mention, even a fleeting 
one, in litigation. Nonetheless, Professor Beloff found cases where Magna Carta featured – in 
immigration, civil litigation and property matters – making Magna Carta live despite, or because 
of, its 800 year odyssey. 

Dr Yuval Ginbar of Amnesty International followed later in May, illuminating the horrors of torture 
and the importance of resisting contemporary notions that torture is ‘acceptable’ in the name of 
public safety. Students responded with a lively critique of torture, clearly convinced that there is 
no place for it in any system laying claim to justice.

In October, Visiting Professor the Hon. Michael Kirby, CMG, formerly of the Australian High Court 
and earlier President of the NSW Court of Appeal and of the Australian Law Reform Commission, 
spoke on ‘Magna Carta 1215: North Korea 2015’. 

Professor Beloff’s and Professor Kirby’s lectures were published in the Denning Law Journal 
Magna Carta issue. 

Michael Kirby - Magna Carta 1215: North 
Korea 2015. Lessons from the Idea of 
Control of Government Power

Photo by Marcus Mok

Concordia Soanes, Dodi Doiwa, Professor Susan Edwards, Dr Innes and 

Dr Jocelynne Scutt

Visiting Professor Michael Beloff QC with 
Chi Ng, former President of Student Law 
Society

Dr Jocelynne Scutt
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Hands UP for Careers in Law 

In June, the Law School ran another highly informative and entertaining Careers in Law conference for ‘A’ level 
students. The Conference was designed to highlight to students what life in “the Law” is about and what career 
opportunities are available both in the legal profession and elsewhere  for those with a Law Degree and/or 
professional qualification.

The students, who came from numerous schools in the surrounding areas, thoroughly enjoyed hearing from our 
speakers and were most appreciative of the welcome they received. They were most fortunate to hear from an 
impressive array of guest speakers, especially Jonathan Kirk QC (who was able to provide a valuable insight into life 
at the Bar), Julie Vickers (a Buckingham alumna who spoke to students about becoming a solicitor and life in general 
practice) and Ian Payne (a representative from the local Citizens Advice Bureau who spoke on life as a lawyer in the 
voluntary sector where the focus is on solving people’s urgent problems). Several Law School staff members were 
able to use their own experience to inform the students about the study of law and other aspects of legal careers. 
Professor Susan Edwards (Dean of the Law School) talked about her career at the Bar, Dr James Slater talked about 
life in City law firms and Dr Jocelynne Scutt gave a fascinating presentation on life as a judge in the Fijian Legal 
System. The students particularly enjoyed a debate between Professor Alistair Alcock (the Acting Vice-Chancellor) 
and Professor Edwards on the motion that “This house believes that prostitution is a fundamental human right.” The 
two professors demonstrated the “soft skills” of oral argument and persuasion that we inculcate in our students and 
which are of such great importance to any aspiring lawyer! They obviously got their arguments across to the students 
as there were several erudite contributions from them when the debate was thrown open to the floor. (Incidentally, 
the ayes marginally had it!).

We hope to see at least some of these bright and enthusiastic students joining the Buckingham Law School family in 
the future.

The Law school would like to thank all those – including many unnamed contributors and helpers – who made the 
day such a success. We look forward to welcoming more ‘A’ level students in the future.
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Professional Practice: Being Smart, Being Skilled 

Working with the Citizens Advice Bureau

The Law Clinic initiative, in partnership with the local Citizens Advice Bureau and under the academic guidance of 
Professor Watt, offers law students the opportunity to work alongside the CAB to run weekly advice clinics.  

This offers local residents access to free legal advice whilst giving our law undergraduates invaluable experience in 
providing advice on real life legal problems, additionally qualifying them as ATLAS Gateway advisors. Importantly, it 
also gives the CAB an additional source of volunteers!

Advice sessions run on Wednesday afternoons during term time and are staffed by two law student advisors under 
the guidance of an experienced CAB consultant. Throughout 2015 local residents sought help on a variety of cases, 
including: boundary disputes; family issues; consumer advice; wills; housing rights and land registration issues.

All students complete a Citizens Advice training programme, including mock interviews. Hard work for the student, 
but the results are definitely worth it!  

A client’s evaluation

‘The University’s Law School and CAB have launched a fabulous concept 
which not only benefits members of the community but provides 
undergraduates with the opportunity to assist with real life difficulties and 
put into practice academic skills to enhance their future aspirations.’

The Scheme is commended 

Ian Payne, Deputy Chief Officer for the CAB Buckingham Winslow and 
District. said: ‘each student volunteer is a pleasure to work with, keen to 
research topics, sympathetic to residents’ situation and keen to provide a 
quality and professional service.’

Furthering aspirations

One of our successful Gateway Assessors, Charles Hogan has continued 
to use his training and qualification to further his legal aspirations by 
becoming a fully qualified CAB advisor with Stratford Upon Avon CAB.  Charles Hogan, LLB 2015 

Our Open Days and Evenings offer the perfect opportunity to meet our academic staff and our current students, giving 
prospective students detailed insight into studying at Buckingham.  You can sign up to attend these events on our website. 

University Open Days and Evenings  

Open Days

Saturday 9 April 2016

Saturday 1 October 2016

 Open Evenings

Thursday 25 February 2016

Friday 19 August 2016
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Professional Practice: Street Legal 

The Street Legal scheme, under the academic lead of Professor Judith Bray and assisted by Julie O’Shea (BA Hons 
Solicitor), continues to attract substantial interest.

Nationwide and regional placements - shadowing barristers with Kings Chambers in Birmingham and observing 
the judiciary at the Old Bailey and Isleworth Crown Court, with links with solicitors such as Howes Percival and 
Circuit and District Judges at Milton Keynes County Court and Northampton Crown Court.

Our students are also able to forge new judicial and legal links with the Bankruptcy and Companies Court under 
the guidance of Registrar Clive Jones and in the criminal courts guided by Patrick Gibbs QC at Southwark Crown 
Court.

Here are some accounts from the students who participated in the 2015 programme:

Visit to Bankruptcy and Companies Court

‘Upon arrival at the Rolls Building the Registrar took us through the case and 
company law principles.  We were privileged to sit with the Registrar whilst 
hearing the case and had the opportunity to consider the skeleton arguments.’

Visit to Wimbledon Magistrates Court

‘A great insight into the daily operation of a criminal court observing a busy 
day of remand cases and a trial of assault. I was fascinated how different one 
day in Court is to the next.’

Mini-pupillage with 36 Bedford Row

‘I shadowed Mr James Collins at the Upper Tribunal Immigration and Asylum 
Chamber and gained first-hand experience in human rights law. I felt the 
programme was tailored to my legal interests.’

Professional feedback from the Judiciary and Chambers has been equally positive.  Gary Smith, senior clerk at 
Kings Chambers, Birmingham stated: ‘The Buckingham law students made a very good impression.’ Many of the 
participating students have been offered work opportunities following graduating from Buckingham.

New horizons and beyond with 
international law firm, Dentons 
LLP 

In 2016, further placements 
are planned for the spring and 
autumn breaks with the launch 
of a new professional skills 
opportunity with Dentons LLP, 
with a careers workshop at 
Denton’s Milton Keynes office 
including departmental talks  and 
interview practice.
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International Dons

Our academics have been presenting papers in international conferences across the world. 

Professor Susan Edwards

The International Institute for the Sociology of Law (IISL) in Oñati is 
devoted to teaching and promoting the sociology of law, socio-legal 
studies, and law and society research. The Institute organises socio-legal 
workshops and an international Master’s Programme in the Sociology 
of Law, including student scholarships. Susan Edwards attended and 
presented at a workshop convened by Professor Emilio Viano on ‘Cyber 
Deviance Cyber Crime: A Revolution in Socio-Legal Norms’ held on 
Wednesday 27 - Friday 29 May 2015. Professor Viano is Professor of 
Justice, Law and Society in the School of Public Affairs and Adjunct 
Professor of Law, Washington College of Law. Susan Edwards’ paper, 
entitled ‘Cyber Grooming and Gender In Terrorism Recruiting – The Law 
And Protecting The Vulnerable’, explored the recent use of the internet to 
recruit young girls to join ISIS. The Conference was attended by delegates 
from Europe, America and the Asian sub-continent.

Professor Susan Edwards with some 
delegates 

Dr Carol Brennan attended and presented at the Eighth Biennial 
Conference of the ‘Society for the History of Children and Youth’ 
at the University of British Columbia in June 2015. The attendees 
came from many disciplines, including: historians, sociologists, 
psychologists, educationalists, and a sprinkling of lawyers!  Dr 
Carol Brennan’s association with the SHCY arose from her research 
into the public inquiries into historical institutional child abuse, 
beginning with the 2009 Ryan Report in Ireland, a 10-year 
investigation into neglect and abuse in its ‘industrial schools’, 
orphanages and reformatories. Her paper was entitled ‘A Century of 
“Deviant” Victims: Perceptions of Children in Irish Industrial Schools 
and on the Streets of 21st Century Oxford’, combining her interest 
in Ireland with the wider issue of the position of the victim in the 
justice system.

Dr Adolfo Paolini attended and presented two papers in New Zealand, as 
follows: ‘Is the UK Supreme Court Reshaping Civil Liability Insurance?’ Keynote 
Speaker, at the New Zealand Insurance Law Association Annual Conference, 
10 September 2015 and ‘The effective use of the illegality defence: lessons 
from Bilta’, University of Auckland, New Zealand, for the LLM Seminar Series,  
9 September 2015.  He also presented the following paper: ‘The VW Scandal 
watched with D&O Spectacles’ at the International Insurance Law Association 
European Conference, Climate Change Working Party and Civil Liability 
Insurance Working Party, Paris 2 December 2015.
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Centre Conferences  

The University of Buckingham’s Centre for Extractive Energy 
Studies (UBCEES) is led by Professor John Hatchard and Mrs. 
Hephzibah Egede. In October 2015 a conference entitled ‘Marine 
Life, Oil Spills, Shipping and Piracy: Contemporary Maritime 
Challenges in Offshore Energy Exploitation’ took place. Key 
speakers included Dr Richard Caddell (Utrecht University), 
Dr Edwin Egede (Cardiff University) and Mr Jae Sundaram 
(University of Buckingham). Dr Caddell presented on the role 
that Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) plays in offshore 
energy exploitation. Dr Egede addressed the critical maritime 
security issue of oil bunkering and piracy in the Gulf of Guinea. 
Mr Sundaram focused on whether it is time to establish a 
regulation for ‘International Offshore Oil Spill Liability’. The 
event was chaired by Dr Jocelynne Scutt. The Centre has also 
established a Student Energy Club to encourage discussion 
and publication about contemporary energy issues. Its Student 
President is Ms Grace Abakwe Atsegwasi.

Delegates and UBCEES staff 

Dr Patricia Covarrubia presented a paper 
entitled ‘Protection of non-agricultural 
GIs outside the EU’ at the Symposium on 
Geographical Indications in the EU: Policy 
aspects and future regulation, co-sponsored 
by the Centre for Intellectual Property Policy 
Management and Consorzio Tutela Grana 
Padano, Bournemouth, September 2015.

Dr Sarah Sargent presented a paper entitled ‘What’s 
in a Name? The Contested Meaning of Free, Prior 
and Informed Consent in International Financial Law 
and Indigenous Rights’ on 3 December 2015 as part 
of the Aston Law Group Research Seminar Series at 
Aston University, Birmingham. She also presented  
on ‘The Horse Culture of “Cowboys and Indians”: 
Cultural Heritage, Stereotypes and Safeguarding’ on 1 
April 2015 in the Art, Culture and Heritage Stream of 
the annual Socio-Legal Scholars Association (SLSA) 
conference, hosted by the University of Warwick.

The University of Buckingham’s Centre for Multicultural Studies held a conference 
on Sex, Gender, Law & Culture - Perspectives on Women’s Rights & Wrongs – a series of 

perspectives introduced by The Honourable Jocelynne Scutt, 22 April 2015.

Professor Susan Edwards, Dean of Law, and Pragna Patel, a founding 
member of Southall Black Sisters and Women Against Fundamentalism 
(SBS), gave stimulating presentations on topics under the umbrella of 
Sex, Gender, Law & Culture. Pragna Patel worked as a co-ordinator and 
senior case worker for SBS from 1982 to 1993 when she left to train and 

practise as a solicitor. In 2009 she returned to SBS as its Director. 
She has been centrally involved in some of SBS’s most important 

cases and campaigns around domestic violence, immigration 
and religious fundamentalism. She has also written extensively 
on race, gender and religion. It was an absolute honour to have 
Pragna visit the University and speak to our students.

Stop Press from our staff: 
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In the House of Lords

The Magna Carta Edicts – A Place for Women? A Role for Women? Where are Women Now?

The University of Buckingham is proud of the link it has with the House of Lords, an institution central to the 
political and law-making structure of the United Kingdom, through Dr Jocelynne Scutt as Chair of WWAFE 
(Women Worldwide Advancing Freedom & Equality).

There were three seminars in 2015. The first commemorated International Women’s Day and the second 
explored ‘Women Confronting and Reporting Power’. The final seminar reflected upon ‘Between Two Worlds 
– Dual Perspectives from Women Making their Mark with Audacity and Wit’, with audacious and witty women 
Mihaela Patrascu, interpreter and translator; Esther Obiri-Darko, teacher and political candidate; Shadia 
Edwards-Dashti, broadcast journalist (RT UK NEWS) and Emily Georghiou, expert on ageing and policy-making. 
The seminar reflected on different perspectives of women as developed through the differences experienced in 
their own lives, through their backgrounds, work and desire to make a better world for all.

More from Parliament 

 In September 2015, Professor Watt contributed to Sir Eric Pickles’ ‘Review of Electoral 
Corruption’. Professor Watt also delivered a paper on 18 January 2016 to Parliamentarians 
pointing out the ways in which electoral law and representation have developed since 
1265—the first calling of Parliament.

The Justice Committee published their Report on Manorial Rights in January 2016. 
Professor Judith Bray had given both written and oral evidence to the Committee in 
October 2014 and the committee quoted extensively from her evidence in its report. 
Having heard from property owners of the losses suffered by them in a number of areas 
of the country, including Welwyn Garden City, as a result of charges entered against their 
land, the Committee recommended that there should be an immediate review of the law 
by the Law Commission. 

The government has decided not to undertake a major review of manorial rights, 
mainly due to a lack of evidence of issues that have arisen due to manorial rights. That 
government pledged to ‘keep the issue under review.’ The Law Commission will soon be 
publishing their next programme for reform and it is hoped that manorial rights will form 
part of that programme.
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The Rachel Lawrence Prize  

The Rachel Lawrence Prize for Mooting and Legal Skills, 
sponsored by Hammicks Legal Information Service 

Sir Ivan Lawrence QC has been our Visiting Professor in 
Law since 2003 and an honorary graduate of the University 
(2013). He also presents a regular Masterclass on Advocacy 
to our Part 1 Legal Skills and Procedure students. In 2013 his 
barrister daughter Rachel Lawrence died at the age of 45. She 
was well known at the criminal bar, was a member of Argent 
Chambers, 5 Bell Yard London WC2A 2JR and specialised in 
cases of rape and violence against the person (see  www.
innertemple.org.uk/yearbook2014/files/.../page148.html).

Hammicks International has generously donated a subject 
prize to Buckingham Law School in Honour of Rachel and 
in recognition of her contribution as a barrister and her 
enthusiasm for life and for the law and her indefatigable 
energy and resolve to live life to the full in the face of 
adversity.

Buckingham Law School is proud to be the recipient of this 
prize. Every year at our January examination board the Rachel 
Lawrence Prize  is awarded to a Law finalist. The criterion for 
awarding the prize is ‘an outstanding performance in Mooting 
and Legal Skills’. This year the prize was shared between 
Fabjola Aruci, Charles Hogan and Manasa Shanker.

Obituary 

Gordon Goldberg LLB, MA, Barrister (1938-2015) 

Formerly Reader in Law and Master of Moots at the University of 
Buckingham, Professor Goldberg died on 13 June 2015 the feast day of 
Saint Anthony of Padua.  

‘In his time at the University of Buckingham Gordon Goldberg left an 
indelible mark on a whole generation of law students. He will also long be 
remembered in the town if only for riding his bicycle everywhere with his 
academic gown flying in the wind behind him. Central to understanding 
Gordon’s power and influence were two loves, his love of the common 
law (he never really reconciled himself to Britain’s membership of the 
European Union) and his love of and respect for students (for whom he 
could have infinite time and care). From both he expected a beauty and 
precision of language. All of this was seen, not just in the formal teaching 
environment, but also in his conduct as Master of Moots. I doubt we will 
see his like again.’

Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alistair Alcock

‘He stood out as kind, engaging, non-judgemental, thoroughly decent and 
knowledgeable. I have never forgotten the genuine kindness and respect I 
received from Mr Gordon Goldberg.’

Donna I Achara, Alumna
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Throughout 2015 in a wide range of areas our academic staff have been writing and publishing high quality 
research, including sole authored books, edited collections, articles, chapters in edited collections. 

Books 

• Judith Bray, Unlocking Land Law (5th edition Routledge, 2016).

• J A Scutt (and S.K. Mukherjee), Women and Crime (Routledge Library Editions: Women and Crime 2, 
Abingdon: Routledge, 2016). 

• J A Scutt, Women and Magna Carta: a Treaty for Rights or Wrongs? (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015).

Publications Journals and Edited Collections

• Carol Brennan, ‘Trails and Contestations: Who Speaks and at What Cost?’, in J Skold and S Swain (eds), 
Apologies and the Legacy of Abuse of Children in ‘Care’: International Perspectives (Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2015), 55-69.

• Patricia Covarrubia, ‘Genetic Resources and the Debate over Legacy: Chilean Constitutional Reform’, 
European Intellectual Property Review 2015, 37(1), 1-3.

• Susan Edwards, ‘The Strangulation of Female Partners’, Criminal Law Review 2015, 12, 949-966.

• Susan Edwards, (with Martin Downes) ‘Brides and Martyrs: Protecting Children from Violent Extremism”, 
Family Law (Sep 2015), 1073-1078.

• Susan Edwards, ‘Protecting Schoolgirls from Terrorism Grooming’, International Journal of Family Law 2015, 
3.236-248.

• Susan Edwards, ‘“Ethnicity” Matters in Adoption and Child Custody, Part 1: “Some Conceptual 
Considerations” and Part 2: “Ethnicity” Legally Constructed’, Family Law Jan 2015, 52-58 and Feb 2015, 158-
166.

• Francis Grimal, ‘Jus Ad Bellum: Nuclear Weapons and the Inherent Right of Self-Defence’ in Nuclear 
Weapons, Non-Proliferation & Contemporary International Law: Essays and Commentaries Volume II: General 
Issues (The Hague: Asser Press, 2015), 337-350.

• John Hatchard, ‘Election Petitions and the Standard of Proof’, Denning Law Journal 27 (2015), 291-302.

• Adolfo Paolini, ‘Auditors’ Liability and Corporate Fraud in the UK: Does Corporate Size and Structure Matter?’, 
Journal of Business and Technology Law 10 (2015), 245-266.

• Sarah Sargent, ‘What’s in a Name? The Contested Meaning of Free, Prior and Informed Consent in 
International Financial Law and Indigenous Rights’, in Valentina Vadi & Bruno de Witte (eds), Culture and 
International Economic Law (London: Routledge, 2015), 87-103. 

• Sarah Sargent, ‘Transracial Adoption in England: a Critical Race and Systems Theory Analysis, International 
Journal of Law in Context 11.4 (2015), 412-425.  

• Sarah Sargent, (with Graham Melling) ‘The Exercise of External Self-Determination by Indigenous Groups: 
An Examination of the Republic of Lakotah and the Inherent Sovereignty of American Indigenous Peoples’, Sri 
Lanka Journal of International and Comparative Law 1 (2015), 49.

• James Slater and R A Watt, ‘In Defence of Democracy: The Criminalisation of Impersonation’, Election Law 
Journal: Rules, Politics, and Policy, June 2015, 14(2): 165-185.

• Jae Sundaram, ‘Access to Medicines and the TRIPS Agreement: What Next for Sub-Saharan Africa?’, 
Information and Communications Technology Law 24.3 (2015), 242-261. 

• Jae Sundaram,  ‘Analysis of TRIPS Agreement and the Justification of International IP Rights Protection in 
the WTO’s Multilateral Trading System, with Particular Reference to Pharmaceutical Patents’, Information and 
Communications Technology Law 24.2 (2015), 121-163.

Quiet Flow the Dons 
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The Denning Law Journal 

2015 Edition - Table of Contents

Articles

Michael J Beloff, Magna Carta in the Twentieth and Twenty First Centuries

Michael Kirby, Magna Carta 1215 to North Korea 2015: Advancing the Ideal of Legal Restraints on 
Governmental Power

Nicholas Mostyn, Magna Carta and Access to Justice in Family Proceedings

Simon Lee, Lord Denning, Magna Carta and Magnanimity

Stefan Kirchner and Vanessa M. Frese, Slavery under The European Convention On Human Rights 
and the Jus Cogens Prohibition of Human Trafficking

Gary Lilienthal and Nehaluddin Ahmad, Australian Aboriginal Human Rights and Apprehended 
Bias: Skirting Magna Carta Protections?

Robert Pearce, Defending an Englishman’s Castle. Can I sell my House but continue living in it? The 
North-East Property Buyers Litigation

James Plotkin, The Model for a Path Forward. A Proposal for a Model Law dealing with Cyber-
Squatting and other abusive Domain Name Practices

Peter Smith, The Problem of the Non-Justiciability of Religious Defamations

Paul Weindling, The Nuremberg Trials and their Legacy for the Rights of Patients and Research 
Subjects 

Case Commentaries

Karen Dyer, Ssh...Don’t tell the Children! No Duty to warn Descendants that they may have inherited 
a Serious Medical Condition

John Hatchard, Election Petitions and the Standard of Proof

Jae Sundaram, Does the Judgment of the CJEU in Gazprom bring about clarity on the Grant of Anti-
Suit Injunctions under the Brussels I Regulation?

Book Reviews 

Richard Bray, Power of Persuasion

Susan Edwards,  Raising Freedom’s Banner. How Peaceful Demonstrations have changed the World 

Jocelynne A. Scutt, Human dignity and fundamental rights in South Africa and Ireland and Rule of 
Law Reform and Development – Charting the Fragile Path of Progress

Jae Sundaram, The Legal Duel: The TRIPS Agreement and Drug Access Issues Is the Agreement 
Actually the Cunning Manoeuvre it has been Dubbed? Kenya-India Case Studies

To succeed in the profession of the law, you must seek to cultivate 
command of language. Words are the lawyer’s tools of trade. When you 
are called upon to address a judge, it is your words which count most.

“ “

Lord Denning
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Part-time LLB Programme and Foundation Law

The part-time LLB programme at the University of Buckingham enables students of all ages and walks of life to continue 
with their careers and busy personal lives whilst studying for a law degree. Taken over four years, with classes on 
Wednesday evenings during term time, it brings together a diverse group of people, from school leavers to those 
already established in a wide range of professions, such as police officers, managers and businessmen and women. It 
demonstrates that, with the right degree of dedication, all can achieve a good honours degree in Law.

The part-time law programme continues to nurture the 
relationship between the University and the local business 
community. As director of the programme I address annually the 
breakfast meeting of Bucks Fizz, the local business association, 
and I am delighted that Michelle Johnson, the wife of a member 
of this association, has joined the first year of the programme. 
Also noteworthy is the Purcell Scholarship, which is worth 
50% of the fees and is jointly supported by the Law School and 
Pauline Purcell. Pauline Purcell is one of the earliest graduates of 
the programme and is the founder of the very successful family 
law practice, Purcell solicitors, based in Milton Keynes. Lauren 
House, who was awarded the Purcell Scholarship last year, has 
entered her second year, having been awarded, along with Susan 
Fleming, the prize for the best results in the first year exams. 
It is also worth noting that Hannah Howard, a third year, has 
experienced a valuable work placement at leading commercial 
law firm Dentons, at their Milton Keynes office. 

Amongst recent alumni, examples of success in the legal profession include Janine Leeder, who continues her training 
contract with leading City firm Latham and Watkins, and is currently based in New York; Daisy Divoka and Lucie 
Kingsnorth, who continue their successful careers at EMW in Milton Keynes; finally, Samantha Wilson, who is cementing 
her career at Shakespeare Martineau, also in Milton Keynes, where she has been joined by Lucy Elianu as a trainee 
solicitor. 

I am very proud of the part-time law students, past and present, and look forward to more success in the future for this 
wonderful programme. 

Dr James Slater
(Director of the Part-time LLB Programme)

Part-time LLB class of 2015 

Murder on the High Seas: A trial by Foundation Legal Writing and Research students 
What would you do if you found yourself shipwrecked, miles from any land, and without the means to call for help? 
What would you do if several days went by, with very little to eat or drink, and the hope of any rescue fading?  Would 
it be murder to kill an ailing member of the crew and eat him in the hope of surviving long enough to be rescued? 
Or could such actions be excused as necessary for survival? These were the legal questions that were debated in 
the Foundation Legal Writing and Research module by the students in a mock murder trial using the facts and legal 
issues surrounding the well-known case of R v Dudley and Stephens  (1884) 14 QBD 273 DC . 

In this case, two men were tried and found guilty of murder. The men had been faced with dire prospects of survival 
following the shipwreck of their vessel far from any land.  With the prospects of rescue dimming over time, the two 
men made a decision to kill and eat a cabin boy who had fallen unconscious. It was for this act that they were tried 
for murder, after their subsequent rescue and their tale of survival becoming know. 

The four Foundation students developed their legal skills in a trial that showcased their ability to do research and 
formulate legal argument. The students had roles as lawyers for the prosecution and defence, and as the presiding 
judge.  

Learning by gaining practical experience and skills is at the heart of the study of law at the University of 
Buckingham. The Foundation programme is geared towards giving students learning support and experience that 
will be valuable if they decide to pursue an LL.B. degree. Small class sizes ensure individual attention which is 
helpful for student success. Dr Sarah Sargent
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LLM at the UN Headquarters in Geneva

The LLM institutional visit to Geneva was a great success. Students had the opportunity to visit the United Nations 
headquarters and attended two seminars organised at the World Trade Organisation and the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation. This experience gave the LLM candidates a clear view of how the WTO dispute settlement 
system operates and the vast area covered by Intellectual Property Law, to say nothing of the experience of 
witnessing an actual international conference at the UN Conference Centre. After two demanding working days, 
there was some spare time to take a cruise and have some fun. 

London is one of the most influential and thriving financial services provider in the world. At Buckingham we 
constantly work towards developing courses and pathways which aim at fulfilling not only students’ expectations 
and professional ambitions but also the needs of the market. Consequently, our new LLM in Financial Services 
has seen an exponential growth, attracting the attention of high-achieving candidates from several jurisdictions 
who come to enhance their knowledge and gain the experience necessary to secure jobs in this competitive yet 
rewarding area of legal practice.

New LLM Pathway in Financial Services  
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 Mooting in the Law School 

2015 was an active year on the mooting front in the Law School with a good number of our students demonstrating the 
skills needed to become good advocates.

In our internal mooting competition, students had to argue how far the terms of a fictional EU Directive could affect 
private employment relationships and how far an action in damages might lie against the state for a breach of EU law. 
The excellent level and quality of the students’ presentations made it difficult to decide on a winner. However, Fabjola 
Aruci emerged on top through the quality of her argument, the confidence of her delivery and the courteous and 
efficient way in which she managed to deal with judicial interventions. Fabjola has plans to pursue a career at the bar 
and I hope that some of the skills she has been developing at the Law School will set her on her way!

In Term 4, fresh from completing their examinations, Aaron Tate and William Neil (pictured), both Part 1 students in the 
Law School, bravely took on the team from Oxford Brookes University in the annual ESU/Essex Court Chambers national 
mooting competition. They appeared for the respondent in a case dealing with liability for the psychiatric injury 
suffered by a police officer through witnessing the killing of a 15-year old boy by a fellow officer in the course of a police 
operation. 

The moot was held at Headington Hill Hall, where the moot room is set in the former bedroom of the late Robert 
Maxwell. Of course, our younger generation of lawyers had not heard of the man, but I was able to ensure that that in 
the course of their part 2 studies, they surely would! 

I am sorry to report that Buckingham lost by a small margin to a more experienced team. Our two students, although 
crestfallen at losing, were greatly encouraged by the judge, Richard Crenson QC, who on learning that this was only 
their second moot went out of his way to tell them that they had the makings of excellent advocates and should keep 
up the good work – not just once but twice! A real confidence booster for our budding lawyers. Enthusiasm restored, 
they have both signed up for our next internal competition, determined to gain as much experience as possible. That to 
me is the real spirit of the Buckingham Law School. 

The Law School prides itself on trying to encourage students to develop their “soft” skills of oral presentation and 
argument as much as learning legal analytical skills. Of course, we realise that not everyone wants become an advocate 
but our graduates will need these oral presentational skills in whatever career path they follow. With this in mind, 
Professor bob Watt (with his expertise in developing negotiation skills) and I have run a series of informal voluntary 
workshops over the year to boost students’ confidence in appearing and speaking in front of others, to think on their 
feet and to defend their arguments. We want our students when they leave here to be able to give of their best in a 
confident and skilled fashion.

Gavin Love, Master of Moots

December 2015
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The Student Law Society has been established for more than two decades, making us one of the oldest 
societies in The University of Buckingham. We aim to develop our members by providing opportunities for 
them to hone various skills which are vital for their future careers, and we do this through various events. 

2015 proved to be both challenging and fulfilling for us.  Some of the highlights of the Committee’s tenure 
included membership drives, a 2am Pyjama Party, a joint venture barbeque with the Caribbean Society and 
a Meet and Greet Social. The Executive Committee participated in the University Open Day, Societies Fairs, 
a Legal Workshop, the CIHR v. Jurisprudence Debate, and various guest lectures hosted by the Law School. 
The most memorable event was the record breaking Law ball. The ball was held on October 23, 2015 and the 
theme for the event was 007 Casino Royale. It was a complete success, we were commended for having sold 
the most tickets ever for a law ball, having the highest number of guests in attendance. We enjoyed serving 
in our various capacities as Executive Committee Members and we encourage every student to get involved 
in the Law Society.

Student Law Society 2015-2016

Members of the Exec Committee 2015 with Professor Susan Edwards, Dean 
of Law. Standing: Belinda Whiteley, Wilbert Harvey – Seated: Shanique Been, 
Camardia Higgs

Members of the Exec Committee 2015 and 2016 with Professor Susan Edwards, 
Dean of Law. Standing: Kumudumalee Gunawardhana, Minal Naseem, Belinda 
Whiteley, Yashwanth Krishnan, Andrea Baronti – Seated: Oluwatoyin Solomon, 
Camardia Higgs
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Postgraduate Success 

‘My experience at the University of Buckingham was 
fabulous. I completed both my Degree in Law and my LLM 
in 3 years. During my 3 years study I found the University 
very accommodating, and I particularly enjoyed the small 
group tutorials. 

I am currently the Executive Chairman of the Bothongo 
Group of Companies.’

Keith Bothongo, LLM 2015

‘Buckingham Law School is well regarded globally for its 
rigour and quality. It has a good balance of challenge and 
support in a way that stretches you as a researcher but still 
encourages you to finish strong.  

My tutors have been fantastic. They are experienced and 
always supportive. Their insight has been helpful in keeping 
my research focused and ground breaking. I could not have 
gone this far without their contributions.’ 

Charles Omole, LLM 2015

‘My PhD journey was a very challenging experience and the 
only reason I got through was because of the supportive staff 
in the Law School.  In particular my dedicated and committed 
supervisors Professor Susan Edwards and Professor 
Judith Bray without whom I may never have received this 
Doctorate.  I was also very fortunate to have the support of 
Margaret Darrell, who as the Secretary to the postgraduate 
programmes supported me all the way. I have been ever-
enriched and shall always be eternally grateful to them all for 
having taken this path in my life.’

Dr Joanna Archibong, 2016

‘I received  a lot of support from academic and administrative 
staff throughout the course of my PhD. Though as a Nigerian I 
am used to warm and friendly people, the support of the staff 
at the University of Buckingham was unprecedented.’

Dr Obi Peter Okonkwo, 2016
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Alumni Reunion and Breakfast 

From Dawn to Dusk Alumni Reunion

On Thursday 8 October we held our annual 
Alumni Reunion Dinner in London. This year we 
welcomed graduates from the years 1991-1995 to 
Church House in Westminster, London, for a drinks 
reception and three-course dinner. Our new Vice-
Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, gave a speech after 
dinner about his vision for Buckingham.  

Alumni Breakfast

On Tuesday 10 November we hosted an Alumni 
Breakfast event in London. November’s breakfast was 
aimed at Law graduates, with three guest speakers 
from Goldman Sachs Investment Bank, Tuvia Borok, 
Alima Laminu and Irfan Ahmed. Attended by 
Professor Susan Edwards, Dr Adolfo Paolini and many 
of our Law students. 

Professor Susan Edwards with the Chair of the 
Alumni Association

The breakfast meeting Our students and guests

Sir Anthony presented Dr Paul E.H. Davis with the 
Distinguished Alumus Award
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Alumni News from...   

The photo on the left is of (left to right) Kristin 
Stubbs (Law 2004), Anishka Rolle (Law 2003) and 
Damara Dillett (Law  2004).

It is taken at the opening of the Legal Year at 
the Supreme Court of the Bahamas, an annual 
tradition that occurs on the second Wednesday in 
January.

Kristin and Anishka are State Prosecutors at the 
Office of the Attorney General, Bahamas & Damara 
is the Honorary Secretary of the Bahamas Bar 
Association as well as Legal Consultant at the 
Bahamas National Health Insurance.

Shida Azari is from Toronto, Canada. Prior to attending 
The University of Buckingham, she had a Bachelor 
degree from the University of Windsor (Canada).

‘My experience at the University of Buckingham was 
full of excitement. Though the law degree overall 
was probably one of the most challenging events of 
my life, the staff at the University ensured that my 
experience remained delightful. The small tutorial 
classes ensured that I was more than just a number 
to the lecturers. This also allowed me to be more 
comfortable in reaching out when I needed help 
with academic matters and beyond. The town of 
Buckingham is a cosy town north of London. This 
place was a great fit for me, as one of the reasons 
I chose Buckingham was to get a sense of the 
English culture.  The town is filled with a variety of 
restaurants, pubs and local shops.’

‘My experience at the University of Buckingham has been pivotal 
to my personal development and career choice. The close-knit 
environment at the University provided me with an excellent platform 
to complete my undergraduate course. The focused study groups 
and the quality of teaching were second to none. Buckingham is also 
great for networking. To me, the University of Buckingham is the 
Harvard of UK.

It was this structure which motivated me to complete my LLM at the 
University. This course not only impressed me  with its substance 
and pace but also set the stage for everything that followed. The 
assignments, detailed seminars, the extensive assistance and regular 
presentations as well as the natural competitiveness subtly instilled 
within the groups by the tutors, was the perfect preparation for my 
Bar Professional Training Course. I would say that the LLM is a must 
for all law undergraduates. 

Since being called to the Bar of England and Wales in 2013 and 
of Mauritius in 2014, I have been working as a barrister for one of 
the best law firms of the country handling corporate and litigation 
matters. Coincidentally, two of my colleagues are Buckingham 
Alumni!’

Canada 
Shida Azari, LLB 2016

The Bahamas

Mauritius
Jason Dewkurun, LLM 2013
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‘Upon completing a BA in Public Administration and 
Justice at York University in Toronto, Canada, I came 
to study Law at the University of Buckingham.  Coming 
to study at the University of Buckingham was a great 
experience.  Although it was tough to leave my family 
and friends back home, the close-knit community at the 
University made the transition simple and Buckingham 
soon felt like home.  It easy to build informal mentorship 
relationships with the staff.  I found these relationships 
very important, as I was able to seek advice not just on 
my studies at the University of Buckingham, but with 
regards to my future career as well.

The law program at the University offers an accelerated 
program, which allowed me to complete the equivalent of 
a three-year program in just two years. There is a strong 
supportive community at the University, with small style 
tutorial groups (4-6 students) and an open-door policy 
adopted by most of the staff.

The process of qualifying in Canada after completing the 
LLB programme is quite straightforward and requires 
you to complete a couple of equivalency exams. Upon 
completion of the exams, you then have to register 
with the Law Society of Upper Canada and meet its 
requirements before being called to the Bar.’

The Law School was visited in February 
by  Dr Mohammad Ali Saif  (LLB, Alumni 
2003) (extreme right) Barrister-at-
Law (Lincoln’s Inn), LLM (Essex), LLM  
London), LLM  (IIU), PhD (Wales), PhD 
(QAU);  Advocate of the Supreme Court 
and Chairman of the Senate  Standing 
Committee on  Ports and Shipping 
(Islamabad).

Accompanying him is Adil Ghaffar,  
Advocate (extreme left), and Dr 
Mohammad Farogh Naseem, LLB Hons 
(Wales), LLM (London), PhD (London);   
Senator (MQM), Former Advocate 
General Sindh, with Professor Susan 
Edwards, Dean of Law.

Pakistan 

Canada 
Alex Katznelson, LLB 2016

Two cheers to the Law school!

Matthew Proud and Tom Durbin in Guildford on the evening 
of 7 January 2016.

Currently, Matthew owns and runs a Vancouver 
company: OneMove Technologies Inc, which specialises 
in econveyance software, used by lawyers in British 
Columbia, to simplify the process of conducting real-estate 
transactions. Tom, is a Senior Lecturer at the University 
of West Indies, Barbados, where he lives with his wife Jill 
Durbin, another alumnus.



www.buckingham.ac.uk/law

The University of Buckingham
Hunter Street

Buckingham
MK18 1EG

United Kingdom

Law Admissions
Patricia Brooks
Tel: +44 (0)1280 828321
Email: law-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

International Office
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820155
Email: international-office@buckingham.ac.uk

Admissions Enquiries
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820313
Email: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

• LLB (Hons) Law
• LLB (Hons) Law with Business Finance
• LLB (Hons) Law with Economics
• LLB (Hons) Law with English Language Studies 

(EFL/ESL)
• LLB (Hons) Law with French
• LLB (Hons) Law with Management Studies
• LLB (Hons) Law with Spanish
• LLB (Hons) Law (part-time)

• LLM in International and Commercial Law 
(Oil and Gas Specialist)

• LLM in International and Commercial Law 
(International Trade and Maritime Law Specialist)

• LLM in International and Commercial Law 
(Financial Services Specialist)

• LLM (by research)
• Postgraduate Diploma in International  

and Commercial Law
• MPhil/DPhil (by research)

Undergraduate Postgraduate

Production Team:
Ada Han (ada.han@buckingham.ac.uk)
Susan Edwards
Gavin Love
James Slater
Natalie Tyner


